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ST. JOHN LETTER. 

K ng William, of Germany, i# on a pil- 
grimege to Palestine and it is a question if 
he will eurvive the perils of the joursey 
Ordinary men, even invalids, could make 
the trip in second or third clase carriages 
without much inconvenience, but royalty is 
Jess favored and its disadvantages are hard 
to overcome, If King William were an 
Octopus or a veritable sea serpent be would 
attract 0 more attention en route; if he 
were a Bengal tiger fresh from his native 
wilds he would be mo more carefully guarded. 
I: is a pity about King Wiliam, bot if he 
persists io exposing himeelt in thie way he 
must goffer the onasequences. Iustead of going 
to Palest.pe he would bave esjryed his va- 
cation better had be borrowed a disguise 
from his coschman or gardener or even his 
cook aud gome a fishiag or shooting equirrels 
apd partridges without any attendans. He 
might have tried hie hand at digging pota. 
toes, or holding plough, or going to market 
with a load of vegetables and been delighted 
with the novelty. Bat rovalty dom's kmow 
what’e good for itself, eo King William goes 
to Palestine. 
A 8) of the late David Main, founder of 

the St Croix Courier, died ia Savasnah, 
Georgian, a few d-ys «go. 
Costoms collections at this port last Tues- 

day excerded $5000, 
A Bostos Theatre manager is exhibitiog 

views of New Brunswick aad Nova Scotia 
soevery to bis patrone mightly. 
Tug boas Csprain, lying «t the bottom of 

Rowau’s ¢lip for several weeke, wae suc- 
ce s'uliy hoisted to the eurface last Wednes- 
day and will be oa the river 8s usual mex: 
spring 
The Dinner to Lord Herechell at the Daff- 

erin Hotel last Wednesday evening was a 
brilliant affair, aboat fifty gaeste being pres 
ent, Lord Herschell made a very happy 
speech, saying in comolueion :— 

“Let me add that I am profousdsdly im- 
pressed with the p -esibilities of this country. 
No cne osm conceive of ive greats fature. I 
shall carry back memories that will never 
fado, wot only of the greases of Canada, 
bus aleo of 18 kindeess. And of no part of 
QOanada will I bave brighter memories than 
of St Johan. Hitberso to mc a eames 0a the 
map, your oity shall bexosforth be a living 
interest. The memory of this ooession shall 
never iade, and wherever I am, 1 shall al 
way8 rejiioe in your proeperisy.”’ 
Mine host Willie provided a sumptuous 

repast and she tables were profusely decor- 
ated with ocarmations, chrysamthemums and 
ferve from the greenhouses of H S Orook- 
Shank. 

M.niwster Blair hae presented Wiilie Iegra: 
haw, who bad his lege cas ¢ff by a locomot- 
ive a few months 8go, with a tickes to New 
York, where he will provide bimaeeif with ur- 
sitic:al limbs. : 
A floor mill of 400 barrels a day oapacity 

ie 10 be erected on the west side of she har. 
bor. 
A St Jobe man olaime to hold a ticket 

whiob easitles him to $7,500 trom ths Hoa- 
daras lottery. 
Mark t slip is tull of coasters, mostly from 

Nova Scotia, with cargoes ot apples and 
other farm prodace. 

Mail eteamers of the Allan line will be 
salling between this port sed Liverpool early 
im Dsocember 
Rumou 8 of wa* between France and Greas 

Britain h-ve caused some agitation im the 
bresds’uffs marks; floar has wdvame:d 10 
ocente, best Ontari) teing quoted to-day at 
$4.10 t0 $4 15 per barrel; osts have ad- 
vanced four cents per bushel. Lard is very 
rcarce and firm. Oliver's pickles, a new 
Lordon bratd 'm ctow chow, jioealilli and 
mixed, are '1n the murkes in cases of two 
dozen at $1 per dozes aud are rapid sellers, 

Forty three births, eight marriages and 
fifteea deaths were regisicred 1a the city last 
week. Epwarp Epwarps, 
Ss Johe, Out 24, 

WASHINGTON LETTER. 

[From our Regular Correspondent] 

Washington, Oct 21, 1898, 

Judge Day’s action im calling a bait upon 
the Spanieh attempts to invlude the Spemish 
bonds, secured by a lieu on the revenues of 
Caba, in the peace negosistions as Paris, 
caused no surprise in Washington, whee is 
was kaowa thas the Oommiesioners had ¢pzo- 
ific instructions on the subjeet, Tbe cabled 
report that the statement of the American 
Commissioners thas the bosded indebtedme » 
of Uaban cities would be coseidered biading 
oa those cities was considered by the Spasish 
Commissioners to be a comcession to Spain 
has caused ocumsiderable amusement among 
officials im Washimzton, The cities of Ouba 
are just as much responeible for their debts 
as the citizese of the island are for theirs, 
although there is little doubs thas most ot 
the mouey raised cn Cubam mnaicipai bonds 
was stolen by Spanish cffisials 12 those cities. 
Only a Spaniard would bave comeidered such 
a matter of fact statement as thet this clase 
of indebreduece would be respected a comoes- 
gion. Tbe municipal bouds 18eaed by Cuban 
cities will not be psid by the U S, but by the 
cities which issued them. 

It ie already apparent shat legislation regu: 
lating the financial system of Porto Rico ie 
going v0 be a very troublesome question ia 
coagress. Is hae alreedy caused a strike of 
laborers employed by the U 8. on she iceland, 
Practically all the money ia general circula- 
tion in Porto Rico ie silver of Spanish oois- 
age. OC ogress must provide some way of 
putiieg the U S money in circulation she:e 
that will be jaes to she holders of thas Spaa- 
ish silver, ard to do so will be ocertaia to 
cause a lot of financial wrangling. 
The latest mare’s nest discovered by the 

seekers after the unusual ie that residents 
of Porto Rico, which this week came per- 
manently under the American flag, bad lost 
their Spanish citizenship without acquirisg 
American citizenship in any country tor aa 
indefinite period, This sort of talk is amus- 
ing to imtermational lawyers, who know 

thas, while it is ueual to provide for a change 
of citizemship im the treaty transferring 
property, it ie mot at all necessary, owiag 10 
the generally recognized principle of ister- 
national law that oitizenship changes with 
ownership of the soil, unless otherwise pro- 
vided. There would be mo necessity for 
Porto Ricams to take individual actiom, mo 
matter how msay U S courts might be om 
the island, so get American ocitizeaship., It 
was conferred upon them when the flag wae 
raised over the island. 

Both democratic and repablican congress- 

josal committees are claiming » majority im 
the next House, These claime are ia both 
cases made for effect upom the voters. As a 
matter of cold, hard faot, both committees 
are in doubt. The most careful camvase of 
the situation shows that there are more than 
sixty oomgressiomal districts whioh are im 
doubt, and which will be carried by small 
margins. The republicans mast carry prac- 
tically all of these doubtful dietriots, in order 
to keep as large a ms jority ae they now have, 
and more than toar-firths of them to retain 
costrol of the House by a small majority. 
Precedent is againet the republicane, as with 
few exceptions the congressional eleotione 
followiog a Presidential campaign have gone 
against the adminietration party, but the 

war and the war feeling is largely with the 
republicans, and they are couating upon is 

to oversarow precedent, It is mo sare thing 
by a long ebos, but all things considered the 
chances in the opinion of those who are um: 
prejudiced, seem slightly in favor of the re.. 
publicane retaiming coutrol of the House by 
a reduced m-jority, bus the margia is eo 
small that the slightest obamge im existing 
sentiment and conditions may resalt in mak- 
ing the chamces favor she democrats, Repub- 

licans claim that Presidens McKiuley's trip 
through the wees greatly helped them, and 
they are expecting more help from a trip 
through the east which ie being planced for 
him, 

Canadian Oatmeal. 

From Prof Roberison’s report for 1897, 
we learn thst the valas of the oatmeal im- 
ported into Great B.itain in 1896, was §1.- 
610,701, Ot thas Oaaada contribated to she 
amount of $267,569. With she soil and 
climate admirably adapted for the growing 
of large crops of oats of fime quality, from 
Prince Edward Island to Vancouver Islaed, 
it seems that Qamada should have » larger 
share of that trade. From persomsal examin- 
ation, [ am able to certity that oatmeal from 
Canadian oate ie quite equal im qualisy to 
the best. The fault I have most, sad which 
ie a serious ome from the standpoint of she 
consumer, in toe British Islands. is the pres. 
ence in some makes of oatmeal of a consider- 
able quantity ot seeds or hulle. Better ma- 
ohimery or better workmansbip, or both, are 
required, altbough I have fouad some sam- 
ples of Camadian oatmeal quite faultless in 
that respect. Since my return, I have been 
able to give information to several oatmeal 
millers concerning a poeeidble outles in Great 
Briain, asd trial shipments are being ar- 
ranged for, 

Prohibition in Canada. 

(Cleveland Leader.) 

The majority of the voters of Camada, so 
far as they expressed their views at the polls, 
placed more value upon their views of right 
than they did om their desire for material 
prosperity and the growth of their country. 
Ia that sense the vote was a fiae illustration 
of Oanadian morality. Canada 18 am inter 
ecting instance of matioaal developmeat along 
very striot lives. The moral sense of the 
Dominion has losg been eo potent in everyday 
life and legislation that the Canadians may 
well be very proud of their record for cleam 
and decent living as a nation They bave 
mauaged admirably with the Indians, in thas 
respect putting the United States to shame. 
They have kept the Christian Sabbath to aa 
extent unknowa im other cities as large as 
some of those in Canada, where village quiet 
reigns one Sanday. They bave made a re- 
markable record for freedom from crime aad 
respeos for law, and in all their social life and 
customs they heve been singularly faithful 
to bigh etandarde of morality. Perhaps im 
the long run, the Domirion will be nene the 
weaker or poorer because of ite earmest em- 
deavor to approach nearer than other nations 
to the highest ide ils of Ohristian morality. 

The Peace Commission. 

Paris, October 22,—The joint session of 
the Spanish-American Peace Commission on 
Friday lasted from 2 p m to 4 30 p m. Dur- 
ing this time the commissioners discussed the 
second series of written srgu-uents put for- 
ward by the Spaniards for the purpose of 
prevailing upon the American commissioners 
to assume the Cuban debt. No definite con- 
clusion was reached, and the commissioners 
adjourned until Monday, when the Cuban 
question will again be discussed. 

I oNDON, October 22 —The Speaker, in a 
long article on thes Peace Commission, says : 
“Ths reluctance of America to annex Cuba 
is mainly due to a desire to escape the bur- 
den of the Cuban debt. At the same time 
the doctrine of international law by which a 
debt incurred by a ruler binds his successors 
rests upon a slight foundation. 

It is monstrcus that a tyrant should be 
able to burden future generations simply be- 
cause he is in possession of the material gov 
ernment. If tnvesters felt that in interna. 
tional law loans incurred against the will of 
the people would not attach to the country 
in the event of a change of government, there 
would be less of that mouetary support of 
misgovernment which has disgraced the high 
finance of the pineteeutb century. 

For fifty years Spuin has ruled Ouba in 
defiance of the will of the Cuban people and 
in spite of the constant protest of the Unitsd 
States, The cost of her military operations 
met by loans specially chargeable upon Cuba. 
In the first place, in order to punish the Ou- 
bans ; and, in the second, in order to arrange 

for a cheap retreat in the event of being 
driven out by America. 

Iu a word, the debt has been charged upon 
Cuba largely with the object of saddling it 
upon the United States. The bondbolders 
were encouraged to look to the supposed doc- 
trine of international law as part of the se- 
curity, while they knew they were lending 
to Spain against the will of both Cubans and 
Americans. It is to be hoped that the Unit- 
ed States, while assuming sovereignty over 
Cuba, will refuse to pay any part of the debt 
except the money used in the developmert 
of the island, thereby setting a most useful 
precedent by which tyrants and financiers 
will do well to take note. 

Plain Talk to France. 

The Chancellor of the Exchequor, Sir Mi- 
chael Hicks Beach, in a speech in England 
the other day said :— 

It is impossible for France to maintain that 
she has political rights at Fashoda. She has 
naturally and properly asked for time to re- 
ceive Major Marchand's report; but until 
the contrary is proved I decline to believe 
that France will refuse to withdraw. If 
she refusse, the matter will assune an aspect 
as grave as is possible between two great na- 
tions. 
The Government is animated by the friend- 

liest spirit towards France, and does not wish 
to ioflict humiliation. What we desire is 
fair treatment. Our work in Egypt ie not 
completed. Africa is big enough for us both 
—for France in the west and ourselves in the 
east. Surely we ought to be able to agree 
to respect one swnother’s rights and claims. 

I hope, trust, and believe the question is 
capable of a friendly solution ; but this coun- 
try has put her foot down. If, unhappily, 
another view should be taken by France, 
the Queen’s ministers know what their duty 
demunda. 

It would be a great calamity if, after 
peace for upwarde of eighty years, our friend- 
ly relations should be disturbed and we 
should be launched in a great war ; but there 
are greater evils than war, and we ghall not 
shrink from anything that is coming, know- 
ing that we are supported by a united people. 

Waved Old Glory. 

Havuirax, N. 8S, Oct. 21. —The regimen- 
tal sports of the Royal Oacadian battalion of 
Imperial troops here yesterday were marked 
by an unusual incident. At the conclusion 
of the sports a hundred men, the pick of the 
garrison, formsd a pyramid by mounting 
upon one another's shoulders, and the man 
at the apex, a fine specimen of the British 
goldier,, stood waving in one hand the Union 
Jack and in the other the Stars and Stripes, 
T'his finale was cheered by the large number 
of sp-ctatois present. It was tho ficst time 
in the history of Halifax that men of a B it 
ish regiment had displayed the flag of an- 
other nation. 

Revenue and Expenditure. 

The September figures show that the 
revenus is maintaining its buovancy. The 
receipts for the month wer» $4,128,662, an 
increase of $948,399 as compared with Sep- 
tember of last year. Three months of the 
fiscal year have passed, in which the receipts 
were $11,441 829, as against $8,314,747 in 
the corresponding three months of last year. 
The collections of September from customs 
were $2,030 501, a gain of $118 515 over 
the collections of September, 1897. The 
S:ptember expenditure on ordinary account 
was $1.762 141, and on capital account $1.- 
030,156 Of the capital expenditure $513,- 
600 went to public works, principally to 
railways and canals, and $499,750 to rail- 
way subsidies — Globe. 

The largest cannon in the world was taken 
by the British when India was conquered. 
I'he cannon was cast about the year 1500, 
and was the work of a chief named Ohuleby 
Koomy Khan, of Ahmednugger. The in- 
gid of the gun is fitted up with seats, and is 
a favorite place for British officers to go for 
8 quiet noonday smoke. 

A Welshman has accomplished the feat of 
walking 4 000 quarter miles in 4,000 succes- 
sive periods of 9; minutes each at Leeds, a 
world's record. Twenty thousand persons 
looked on at the finish. He had previously 
walked the distance in intervals of 94 min- 
utes. ; 

A Governor Island, New York, con- 
vict, on the 16th, stole a government 
steamer, and escaped re-capture. He 
was an expert engineer and thus was 
able to effect an escape. 

Thirty years ago there were 2,102 de- 
positors in our P O Savings Bank with 
savings of $204,588, Last year there 
were 135,787 depositors with $32,380,- 
000 to their credit. 

Upper Kent Items. 

Oos 24, 1898. 
Hay pressing seems the order of the day, 
Misa Alice Bioodeworth hae gone so Houl- 

tom to sgend the winter. 
Manzer Bloodsworth has gowe up Tobique 

to work in the woode for McNair. 
Thers wae a baptism at Olearview Sanday 

morsing. Rev E B Gray baptised Mr Dae- 
iel Watson. There wae a large crowd gath- 
ered, ae shere had mot been baptism im thas 
place for a namber of years. 

Willie Jackeon, a young Eeglishman, 
about 20 years of age, died at Mr Frank Bish- 
op’e, Clearview, om she 18th, of comeumption 
and wae buried the 20:h at Bairdeville. Rev 
S J Perry of this place preached the fameral 
EErmon. 
Mr Gladstone Perry bas gone to Hartland 

to work at the blackemith srade for P W 
Cass. 
The Free Baptists of Clearview are build- 

ing a nice church, 
Pat has goae to the woods. 

Pat. 
Good bye, 

BELL 


