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OTTAWA LETIE«®.

Ottawa, 6th May, 1898,

The Plebiscite Bill practically passed the
House on Tuesday last. There is a further
stage ; but that will not cause any delay.
The two priccipal features of the debate on
Tuesday were Mr Foster’s cunning speech,
and the premier’s clear and effective reply.
Mr Foster is nothing if he is not & logic
chopper, a splitter of hairs, a propounder of
abstract and irrelevant propositions one on
top of the other—for all the world, as Mr
Blair tritely pus it a short time ago, like a
man baking pancakes. On this occasion his
expertness in thess regards was put to a
gevere test ; for he was in a poeition of
not wishing to stultify himself on the ques-
tion of prohibition, and yet he was most de-
sirous of placing as many obstacles as pos-
gible in the way of the Plebiscits Bill.

Of course, Mr Foster charged the Govern-
ment with being ineincere in this matter,
and he wade a desperate effort to have it
appear that some of the Ministers had chan-
ged front. It need scarcely be said that this
is the easiest and most ancient form of at-
tack in political warfare. No one ever hears
an Opposition member credit anybody on
the Government side of the House with a
good motive ; duplicity and corruption are
always charged. He was not able, however,
to support his assertions with facts, nor was
be able to present a strong line of argument
in that direction. He could simply taunt
and insinuate, which is at ali times an easy
thiong to do.

He devoted most of his time in asking
petty questions in & very important way,
calculated to becloud the issue and draw the
Government into replies that he might com-
promise them. He wanted to know the pre-
cise date when the voting would take place,
aud he demanded to know the character of
the measure which the Government would
introduce in the event of the plebiscite being
carried in the affirmative, and how soon af-
ter the voting such measure would be brought
down. He declared with great emphasis
that the ccuntry nad a right to koow just
what the Government would regard as a
majority vote. In this fashion he asked
meny questions, clearly intended to per-
plex the Government, and to hinder the
paseing of the bill. For himself, he quite
discounted the value cf a plebiscite, and
asserted that, beyond the educative efiects
of the canvass, the voting would b»s of no
gervice whatever. ln conclusion, he blew a
loud and long blast on his own horn respect-
ing his status and record as a temperance

man. :

Sir Wilfrid Laurier took up Mr Foster s
speech at the puint where he had left off,
and it was a treat to hear him, in his pic-
tureeque and expressive English, expose the
member for York. He pointed to the fact
that in Mr Foster’s early years in the House
he had been a most aggressive prohibition-
ist, declaring from session to session that
the time had come for the adoption and
rigorous enforcsment of & prohibitory law.
When, however, he came to be a member
of the Government, he had slowly sunk iato
a dormant state. For seven jong years he
had been silent on the matter, his last utter-
ance on the subject having been made on the
24th June, 1891, In that year M: Foster
had declared that the Government required
to have information on » great many impor-
tant questions before they could take a de-
cisive step towards legislation.

Sir Wufred declared that, at a cost of
nearly $200,000, 8 Royal Oommission had
provided the information which Mr Foster
desired ; but whether enlightened or not
thereby, he had not opened his lips again on
the subject, It was later in his speech, how-
ever, that Sir Wilfrid summed up Mr Fos-
ter’s position in a single sent-nce, when he
said : **There are two men in the Honorable
gentleman ; there is the temperance man,
a very sma!l man, and the party man, a very
big man. He wants to discount the Bill ; but
the only thing the people are looking for at
the present time is an opportunity to express
their views on this question”. It will be
generally conceded that this hits off Mr Fos-
ter to a nicety, and if there is any one who
has a doubt about it, that doubt will die-
appesr on reading the full text of Mr Fos-
ter’s speech.

Sir Charles Tupper returned to the House
on Taesday after two or three days absence.
It is said that he spent quite a time under-
going dental treatment, and this probably
accounts for the exceedingly bad temper he
hes skown since he came back. On Wed-
nesday he indulged in a particularly fierce
attack on the Governor General, apropos of
Lord Aberdeen’s refusal to sign certain
rec mmendation® which Sir Oharles had
made after the defeat of his Governmert in
1806. The facts of the matter are familiar
to everybod, ; but the leader of the Opposi-
tion, who feels very sore againt the Govern-
or General, took advantage of a return
brought down to bave a fresh fling at His
Excellency. His remarks were positively
brutal in their coarseness, and he was taken
very sharply to task by the Premier there-
for.

The following day Sir Charles broke out
in a fresh spot. This time General Gas-
coigne was the subject of his choice vituper-
ation, and when Sir Wilfrid Laurier invited
Sir Charles to pay some respect to the Gen-
eral’s office and rank, he replied that he
would not show respect to a cad simply be-
cause he wore a red coat. Incidently, it may
be remarked that it was on General Gas-
coigne’s recommendaticn that Major Gen-
eral Oameron, who is Sir Oharles’ son in-law,
was dismissed from a lucrative office in the
Royal Military college at Kingston ; but it
is hardly probable that & high-minded man
like the leader of the Opposition would allow
a little personal matter of this nature to en-
gender hard feelings against General Gas-
coigne.

air progress is being made towards pro-
rogation about the end of this month, he
estimates represent the principal item of
business, and these would be hurried through
" if it were not for the scrappy disposition of
the Conservatives.  Scarcely an approprix-
tion comes up but they take occasion to as-

sail the Government for the dismissals that
have taken place, and in this connection they
have already brought about a number of
unseemly wrangles. There are very few
fair-minded men who bslieve that the Ggno-
gition have anything to complain of o#he
score of dismissals. If they only realized
the pressure that has been brought to bear
on Ministers to increass the number of re
movals, and frequently for good causes, they
would be silent. The Government has treat-
ed civil servants with great counsideration,
and Conservatives at large will probably rec-
ognize this, motwithstanding the indiscretion
of their representatives here,

The Military contingent for the Klon fike,
left Ottawa this afternoon. They number
over two hundred, and are a fine body of
hardy fellows, just the sort for a servics of
this nature. Each man carried on his bg = a
heavy outfit, of the character necessar r
the Yukon country. They went away with
bands playing and the people cheering ; but
in the very nature of things it will not be
long before severe and trying hardships will
be upon them. At Victoria they will be
joined by the four trained nurses who are
going out to look after the sick and suffering
on the gold fields.

The Drummond county investigation is
getting worse and worse for the Conserva-
tives. After a couple of weeks respite, the
inquiry was resum'd to day. Mr Farwell
was placed on the stand, and his testimony
was of the most interesting character. ~ Mr
Farwell is the president of the Drummond
Uounty Railway Company and is at tbe same
time the president of the Eastern Town-
ships Oonservative Association. In fact, he
is the head and front of the Conservative

urty in the English speaking section of the

rovince of Quebec, and has been for many
years.  Under cross examination to-day, he
reluctantly admitted that he had seen a let-
ser to Rufus Pope, M P, from Sir Charles
Tupper, in the spring of 1896, which would
be when Sir Oharles was Socretary of State
in the Bowell government, making an un
conditional offsr to purchase the Drummond
county road for $2,500,000 in cash, or to
leese it for $100,000 per anpum., This is
direct ¢orroboration of the evidence given on
a previous occasion by Mr Greenshields. In
the light of Sir Charles Tupper’s furious de-
nunciation of the Drummond county trans
action, what will Uonservatives think of this
somewhat startiing testimony ? And this,
too, in the inquiry that was to reveal such
shocking corrup:ion and improvidencs on the
part of Mr Biair!

ST. JOHN

LETTER.

To prevent fraudulent advertising— Notes of
the city—The markets, etc.

Advertielng of late has become & goience
and 10 some ot the American oities experts
in writing advertisements are almost as com-
mon ae experts in the framieg of legal doca-
ments. Formerly she writers of patent medi
cine advertisements were looked upon as the
moss imaginary of romancers ; then came the
minieg ccmpanies and stock brokere aad
last ot all the ‘‘bargsin ocounter’’, where
goode are asually sold us an advemce of ten
t0 20 per cent on regalar prices. The New
York legiclatare has recently passed a law
respecung frauduleat adversieing of which
the following 1e the primcipal section: Any
firm, persom or parteership of persone, or any
employes of a firm, pereon or partmership of
personé, who eisher in the newspapers or
other periodicale of this Scate, or 1@ publio
advertisements, or in communications inten-
ded for a large number of persome, wilfally
makes or disseminates any etatements or as-
sersions ot faote with respecs to e, her, or
their business affaire, especially ocomcerming
the quantity, the quality, the valae, the
prioe, the method ot production or manufao-
sure, or the fixing of prices of -his,. ber, or
their merchandise or protessional work; or
the mavner or source of parchase of such
merchandise, or sbe poseession of awards,
prizes, or distinctions ; or the motive or par-
chase of a eale, 1ntended to have the appear-
anoe of a parsicnlariy advantageous offer,
whicb are unsrue or oalcalated so mislead,
sball be guilty of 8 miedemeanour™”.  If the
en orcement of this law should emsue, which is
extremely doubsiul, the ‘‘bargsim huater”
will lose her ocoupation and to many & Wo-
man the burdem of life will become $o0
heavy to be b rae.

The Ss Joha Medical Society held its re-
galar monthly meetiog on Partridge leland
lest Wednesday.

Two grocery teame ran away and ome
young lady was run over by a bicyolist last
Wednesday.

A specisl train of five cars passed through
the city last Wedneeday loaded with New-
foundlanders bound for Orow’s Nest pase.

The gold brick fakir, ‘‘direcs from Klon-
dike’’, barvested a few shekele im the -city
laet week’

Magiewrate Ritohie end the oity ocouncil
are st loggerheads. Job was a fiery youth
compared with some of our people.

The receipte as the Custom house lash
Thareday were $4,020 34.

“A poor waylariog man of grief,”’ aged
88 years, wss orrested last Thareday for
stealing coal from the I O R yard; perbape
five eents worth. He wae allowed his libersy
withous trial.

Prices of flour and provisions are mot eer-
iously affected by she war because its speedy
termination ie anticipated. Manitoba flour
is quoted to-day at $6 75 ; high grade Oo-
tarioe $6 ; oateal 34 40 ; cornmeal $2 30 ;
beans $1.15 per bushel Pork, beef and
lard are firm ot Jast quotations. Granulated
sogar selle at 45 and yellows at 4 to 4} cents.
Porto Rico and Barbadoes molasses are firm
bus prices are umchanged. Timothy seed
has advanced 10 ceats per bushel and clover
seed } ceos per pound.

The Jews of this city have arrived at an ami-
oable settlements of their religious differences.

Nathan Parke made a precipitate sramei-
tion from rum to water when he weat over
norsh wharf last Friday. He was fished
ous of the slip with a good deal of difficulty.

Ten deathe were registered im the ocity
last week, Epwarp EpwARDS.

St John, May 9,

WASHINGTON LETTER.

[From our Regular Correspondent]
WasmiNngrox, D O, May 6, 1898,

Washington has n&nd euch a week of
rejoioing ia many years as the present one
bae been It was expeoted that Commodore
Dewey would win a victory with the Asiatic
equedron, but he exceeded expectations by
wiping out the whole Spanish fleet, captur-
iog Manilla, and practically the whole group
of Phillipioe Islande—a victory that writes
hie name high uv on the roll of the world’s
naval heroees, and that will make the battle
of Manilla harbor figare in song and story ss
long au brave and daring deeds are homored
among men ; agd that bae already given bim
an admiral’s flag. The official repors of the
battle of Manilla barbor. hae been received,
and 1t ie 8 repors of w every Ameriosn
bae a right to be proud. It will be received
all over the world as an unanswerable trib-
ute to the fighting quality of American esil-
ore, and ite « ffeos will be eeea tor years tu
come 1u 1ncreased respect and deferemve paid
to the stars and stripes by all toreign netions.

Commodore Dewey’s viotory is mos the
only ocause for rejoiciog in Washington. It
is known that orders have been 1esued, the
exaot pature of which ie kmown to a few but
which it woald be both injudicious aed un-
patriotic to make public now, which thsere is
every reason to believe will result io ae orash-
ing & blow to the power of Spain e was the
lose of ite Asiasio flees and ot the Philippine
Islende. There is a general feeling shas the
fighting ie to be poshed now and the war
fought %o a epeedy aad viotorious close.
That is certainly the inteation of the admin-
ietration and of Oongress. Porto Rico, Cuba
and she Spanish navy, all are marked as our
prev.

The Postmaster General issued a very sig-
nificans order thie week. Is provides for the
establisbmens ot poesal service in the Cuban
port fires oconpied by she U S, and appointed
@ epeoial ageas to orginizs the service, and
tbas special agens has been aathorized upom
bis arrival with the mail at euch pors i
Oaba as may firet be oocapied by the U S, to
reat suitable qaarsers for bandling the maile,
it shey canmot be furnished free by she mili-
tary authorities,

Orders bhave been iseued requiring all
army officere to wear the umitorm of sheir
rank as the places where they may be sta-
tioned. Thoese orders will facilitate the
basiness of the War aad Navy department
in various waye, and will be of much service
to business men haviag dealings with those
departments by enabliog shem to kmow the
difference beiween the officers attached o
those departmensts and the civilian employes
8t a glance. Is will aleo save army and navy
officers who are unkmown to the employes,
whoee duty it 18 80 watoh every peisom who
eatere the building, the annoyance ot being
beld up uatil they bave been identified.

The Senate Finance commistee gsve Secre-
taries Gage, Loog, and Alger, impossible
taeke to perform, 1@ askieg them 10 tarmish
the commitsiee with acourate estimates of
what the war will coet. - Toe best thas any
maa 0aa do ie to guess, owing to she umoer-
tainty as t0 the leagth of sthe war. Secre-
tary Gage’s guess wae that the war expenses
for the fiscal year beginning July 1es next,
provided, of course, that the war comtinued
shas long, would be abous $300,000,000;
Secretary Alger thought abous bait of thas
would be needed by she War Depariment,
and Secretary Loog eaid be would do eome
figaring before submistiog his gaess. $140,-
000,000 will huve beem spens om accouns of
the war before July 1. Meanwhile the F)n-
as0e committee 1s trying $0 agree on the re-
pors to be made on the war revenue bill paes-
ed by the House lass week. An agreement
may be reached at any sime, bus it will nod
be surprising if she bill is mot reported to the
Senate untl next week, The olause for the
issue of bonds 1» being bitterly foughs, bus is
10 the opimion bosh of ite opponente and sup-
porters shat is will be lefs 10 the bill,

The Presidens doubtles® offonded a few
people, promirent in the political and sociel
world, when he amnmoumced that umder ne
oircumetances would he give a geaeral’s com-
miseion in the volumteer army to 8 man who
had mot had experience ae a soldier, bas he
pleased shousands, and his action will make
bim new admirers all over the country among
those who believe that she principal business
of a volanteer army is to fight, and shas is
should be efficered by mes who know how to
coaduct that business. It ie only those im
Woashingten, who know of the enormoue
pressare thas had beea broughs to bear im
tavor of the would-be parlor geserals, who
can fully appreciate sthe backbome displayed
by the President in turning the whole crowd
down for good end sll. Of the 11 mejor
generals, whese nominations have been eent
to the Senate, all, exceps four of the msjor
geperals, are officers in the regular army.
The four outsiders named for major generale
are all men who have brilliant militery rec-
orde in she Jate war—Senator Sewell of N J,
and General James H Wileon, Deleware,
representing the Union army, aad General
Fitzshogh Lee, of Va, and General Joseph
Wheeler ot Ala, representing the Soutbern
army. ;

The following conversation ocourred as the
White House between ex-Sematcr Butler of
S C, who bas beem sirongly recommended
for a commiseion in the volunteer army, and
Secretary Alger. Alger—How is your health
now, Batler ? You look as ycung ae you did
20 years ago. Butler—Well, all I can say
is that I secured a $10,000 imcrease in my
life insurance a few moathe ago, and the ex-
smining surgeon saye I am good for 25 years
yet. There is ome thing certain—I caunot
take yellow fever in this, (exbibiting bie
wooden leg, with a chuckle) ; you Yankees
filled ite predecessor full of lead in the late
war, and I bave the bullete with me ae
souvenirs,

Gen Batler ie past sixty years old, and eo
is Commodore Dewey. q

- "
&lsmworth hog seems to be the omly
anime] in ewinedom thasis mow looked for
by thoee in quest of feedere for the prodao-
tiom of bacem.




