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OTTAWA LETTER.
Ottawa, 14th May, 1898.

The principal event of the week has been
the attempt on the part of several of the
Conservative members to revive the Mani-
toba School questlon, and the complete fail-
ure of that unworthy effort. The subject
was brought up by Mr McDougall, of Oape
Breton, on a motion to go into supply, and
ina ée?h of more than an hour’s length he
charged®the government with pnt having
fulfilled their pledee to settle this much
vexed question. He spoke from the stand-
point of a Roman Catholic, and claimed that
bis co-religiopists in Manitobs were still
suffering under she grievances of which they
had so long aud bitterly complained.

When Mr McDougal sat down, it soon be-
came apparent that his somewhat labored
speech wae intended merely as an introduc-
tion for a more elaborate attack on the
Government by Mr Bergeron. This gentle-
man was particularly anxious to fasten upon
Sir Wilfrid Laurier the reproach of having
sought to settle the School Question through
an appeal to His Holiness the Pope, and in
direct defiance of the hierarchy in Oanada.
At the same time, he charged the govern-
ment with duplicity in having settled the
matter with the Manitoba Government with-
out reference at all to the minority in that
province. Following up the text adopted
by Mr McDougall, he alleged that it was mere
mockery to say that a settlement had been
brought about, inasmuchas the rights of the
Roman Ostholics in Manitoba were still dis-
regarded. He made much of the petition to
Hie Holiness the Pope and was quite clearly
bidding for the approval of the Quebec Bish-
ops, whose authority and views he alleged
had been set at naught by the Premier.

Mr Wallace followed, r Bergeron had
aimed to arouse Roman Oatholic prejudice
against the G )vernment, and now the Grand
Orange Master took advantage of the occa-
sion to make what Sir Wilfrid Laurier after-
wards very properly characterized as a strong
no- Popery speech, manifestly intended to in-
fluence the ultra Protestant element in the
country. His chief theme was the infallibil-
ity of the Pope, aad it ie perhaps needless to
say that he waxed warm in the refutation of
this dogma of tne R man Qatholic Charoch.
It wag very interesting to hear these anthetic
views coming from the same side of the
House ; but the object was so transparent
that the effort must necessarily be abortive.

Sir Wilfrid Li.urier’s reply was character-
istically broad-minded, definite and pat-
riotic. At one point he said: *The Mem-
orial which has been read was never eent
by me to the Holy Sse, or to the Propaganda
or Oardinal Secretary of Stats. 1 :hall ex-
plein in a minute how snd under what cir-
cumstances [ wrote that document, but that
I ever sent it to Rome is a statement which
is not true; not that I woula not claim the
right to send a document to Rome if I chose
todoso. I am a Romsn Catholic and a
British subjsct. I have no other temporal
sovereign than Queen Victoria, but I belong
to the Church which, in religious matters,
acknowledges the supremacy of the Pope
of Rome, and I would bave been quite with-
in my right if 1 had done 8,. I did not do
80. I never appealed to any authority upon
the Manitobs School Question other than
the authority ot the Usnadian people”.

The dignified and straightforward speech
of the Premier found strong acceptance in
the House, and aroused the Liberals, par-
ticularly the French Cana ians, to s high
state of enthusissm. Sir Wilfrid vigorously
deprecated the miserable effort to resurrect
& question that had been disposed of and
should be allowed to 80 remain. I[f, how-
ever, the course of the Government in thie
matter were challenged by a clear and defin-
ite resolution, he was prepared to vindicate
the action of the Ministry. He would not
pretend to say that the settlement effected
was perfect; but such as it was, there it
stood, :

Two or three other members spoke on the
question, and then the debate suddenly fiz-
zled up, which wasa fitting termination to
an utterly despicable effort to fan again into
flame the sectarian fices that have happily
all but died out during the past two years.
In all guod conscience it may be safely said
that the Oanadian people at large want to
near no more about the Manitoba Scaool
Question. It is dead and buried, and should
be allowed to rest in peace. No earth!y good
can poesibly come from ite resurrection.

I'nis ¢ffort of Mr Bergeron to re-open the
Manitoba School Queustion, is the first step
in & movemsnt which has for his objsct the
settiog up of that gentleman as ths leader
of the French Oanadian Oonservatives, The
old Qonservative leaders in Quebec are com-
pletely cut of touch with Sir Charles Tup-
per. Chapleau has cat himself away from
the party, Taillon and Aogers have sunk
into silence, Oaron is discredited, Oumet is
on the bench and Dupont is dead. Ia this
situation Sir Charles has picked up Mr Ber-
zeron a8 the best man fitted to become his
French Canadian lieutenant, and when he
has given that gentleman the necessary stat-
us it is understood that his next move will
be to establish a strong French Oanadian
morning paper in Montreal. It remains to
be seen how this programme will work out.

Another exceedingly interesting chapter
was added yeeterday to the story of the
Drummond Oounty Riilway. It will be re-
membered that, at the last sitting of the
committee, Mr Farwell testified that he had
seen a letter writteh by Sir Charles Tupper
to Mr Rufus Pope, M P, in the epring of
1896, offeriog to purchese the railway for
$2,500,000, or to lease it for an annual ren-
wlof $100,000. This evidence very natur-
ally occasioned a great deal of commotion
among the Qonservatives, and it was felt
that an extraordinary effort would have to
be made to counteract the impression which
would be created in the public mind.

Sir Charles Tupper poeitively denied kav-
ing written the letter referred to. Sir Chas
hae & notoriously defective memory, and in
spenking directly from recollection there is

always room for the suspicion that he may
be mistaken. He has erred in this respect
on very many occasions. Thas he spoke with
great poeitiveness, is simply characteristic
of the man in all relations.

Mr Pope’s story was, however, a most ex-
traordinary thing. He did not deny having
shown Mr Farwell a letter, purporting to
have come from Sir Oharles Tupper, who
was then a member of the Guvernment and
the prospective Premier; but he declared
that Sir Charles had not written him such a
letter He thought it probable that he had
concocted the communication simply as an
election measure, a thing which he declsred
he wouid not have the slightest hesitation in
doing at any time under such circums'ances.

Leaving aside the moral view of Mr
Pope’s statement, two or three questions are
suggested, which are calculated to weaken
this surprising line of defence. In the firet
place, Mr Farwell was the most influential
Conservative in that section of Quebec, and
it would seem to be as unmnecessary as 1t
was heartless to put up a job of this kind on
him. In the next place, it seems improbable
that Mr Pope would dare to write such a
letter unless he had Sir Oharles’ consent to
do so. IF this consent were given, it will be
seen that it was intended to serve the pur-
pose of deceiving Mr Farwell and others and
enable Sir Charles to repudiate the letter in
the event of the elections going again-t him,
In the straightforward and honest judgment
of the people at large, a course of this kind
will probably be as thoroughly condemned
as though Sir Charles had actually written
the letter and Mr Pope had played an honor-
able part in the matter.

Lord Aberdeen has tendered his resigna-
tion a8 Governor General, to take effect in
November next. His full term expires in
September, and it will be greatly regretted
that he could not be prevailed upon to per-
mit an extension. Lord and Lady Aberdeen
have made themselves exceeding!y popular
throughout Oanada, baving identified them
selves in 8 most sympathetic and active way
with the life of the people in a more direct
and general way than any of their predeces-
sors. They will be greatly missed.

ST. JOHN LETTER.

Civilization vs Barbarism —City notes—The
markets, etc.

Tae Londom Spectalor saye that the coati-
nental powers and the alien residents ot the
Uaited States bave alwaye bsen tryiog to
foment disecord between the repablic snd the
m)ther couotry bhecause they dreaded she
overshadowing i« flusncee of she two powers,
if shey worked ia harmony, ou the destinies
of the world. Iatelligent subjea s of bosh
the Uaited States and Great Britiia have
alwaye koowa this, snd bappily for the
world, intelligence on thie c)atineas is be-
ginniag to aesert iteelf, [o fature the Anti
Britisd American will be regarded as Aanti
A nerican as well and eepecial oare will be
taken thas he hae no voice in the mamage-
mens of public affiire. Feom the Galf of
Mex10) morsh thie is an Aeglo S+xon coustry,
aad, liviog 10 amity wish Great Britain, the
Anglo S xon 0an lsugh at the assalte of all
of the other powers ot the wo'ld uauited.

Four slight fires ooccurred ia diffsrent
parts of she-city l4st Taesday.

Tae Portland Rolhinz Mille Co, it ie eaid,
are going iato liquidasicn.

It is ramored shas she Piisce Rupert will
800a 821l betwesn D gby and B eton isstead
of between Yarmcuth and Boston as heretofore.

Tours: travel is not expeoted to psn ous
very largely thie eeasoa,

A good msnjy buildiage are usder cometruc-
tion in the cisy. :

The public eqaares are very gresn and
soms ot the trees are beginning to put out
their leaves.

A ocouple of toughs will eagage ia a slug-
giog matoch as the Mechanios’ lassitute shie
eveniug,

Toe oslebrated Rav D : Lorrimer delivered
s eloquent address in the Brudsele strees
Bapties churon lass Taureday evening.

A vew viaegar, pickling and preserving
factory will bs established in the near fature.

Sommer seems the time for the society
masioal instruments euch ae the gaitar, ban-
i’ mandolin, etc. F A Peters jr tells me
they are becoming more popular than ever
thie year. Oae reason, he says. is that such
good instraments can now be had 8o cbeaply.
Good guitars, binj)e aad miadolias are sold
trom $6 1o $10 and ap. Mr Psters koows
theee 10struments and tikes pride in selec-
tiog for mail orders. The Soribaer orgam,
be says, continues to add to its popalarity.

Fisbery overseer D G Smith of Chatham
dspoeited 20,000 salmon fry in Loch Lomoand
a few daye ago.

More shan anythiag else the prohibition
of the expors of wheas from Raeeia and the
removal of the duty om thas cereal in France
and Italy are responsible for the advamce in
breadetuffs in Oavada and the Uaited States.
Maoitoba fioure are quored so-day at 87.80;
Oatarios $6 25 to $6.50 ; oatmeal $4.60 and
cvromeal $2.35 DBane are firm as $1.20
10 $1 30; plate beet $16; lard 83 to 9}
cente ; canned beef 2 Ibe $2.85, and pouads
$1 55 per dczsa. Lumoh tosgue has advan-
oed 25 cents per dozen ani starches } cemt
per pousd. L rge cod selle as $3 60, med-
1um $3.50 and poilock $2 20 per 100 pounds.
A tarsber advaace i sagar 10 expsoted, and
all desirable grides of tea have been marked
up in L)ndon from a farthing to a half psnay
per poued. Baster is in demand at 18 cente
and egge are in limited supply at 10 cents.
Baeisess abous the wharves 18 very active,
cooatry merchente geserally aatioipating
a still farsher advanoce ‘in prices of such
staples 8¢ breadssuffs, meats, sugar, molas-
ses,es0. Northrop & Co ars overwhelmed
with orders for their Gildea Haddie:, Kip.
pered Herring, Lopreaux. COlams and other
canned goods from pointe along the OP R
oll the way o Vamcouver.

Eigh een deashe, two marriages aad tem
deashe were regiotered in the city last week,

Epwarp EpwaRbs.

St John, May 16.

WASHINGTON LETTER.

[From our Regular Correspondent]
Washington, D C, May 13, "98.

The greatest dissppoistmens of the war
came t0 Washington shis week, whea it be-
came knowa that the Spanish flees which Ad-
miral Sampson wae sens out to annihilate bad
gome $o Spain, instead of coming so Uaban
waters, from Oape Verde.

The news came jaet when almost everybody
—there were a few including some promineas
naval officiale who never believed that Spain
woald send she Oape Verde floet where Samp
son ocould get as it—was expecting to hear of
a battle between the swo flsets.

The adminisetration has recsived direct in-
formation from the commaunder of the imsur-
gent army in Cuba which makes it evident
shas lissle aid can be givea by the insurgents
in the contemplated attack upon Havana.
There are lote of the insurgents, bat they are
soattered about in indocessible places, with no
meane of rapid comcentration or even of rapid
communication with each other. Thie bas
made it necessary to increase the streagth of
the army sent to Caba. It is sow contem-
pleted to semd at least 60,000 men there juss
88 quick e possible. W hile she official plane
are carefally guarded, it is kmowa that the
fires landing of troope in Ouba is expected to
be made imside of five days.

The fires batoh of recruits for Admiral
Dewey—he was mominated aad confirmed
Rrar Admiral this week—has aiready started
from Sam Francieco on the cruiser Charleston,
and oshers sre %o go ae fast as the shipe to
carry them cam be got ready. The adminis-
tration bae fully decided that the Philippine
Islande are to be heid at all hasarde durieg
the war. What will be done with shem after-
warde bas nos been officially oomsidered, bus
the sentiment in favor of retaining them per-
manently is rapidly growing im Coagress,
aad one member of the Oabimet ie credited
with havieg said shat he favored keeping
them.

Seoret servioe cfliciale say there is ample
evidence to secure the comviotiom of the ex-
ssilor with several mames who is in a steel
cage at the Washington barracke, oharged
with beieg & Spanieh spy. Ivie claimed that
documents found om the prisoner asd 19 bis
bageage leave no doabs of hie guils. He will
be tried by court martial and if found guiity
wi!l be busg.

The Senate this week adopted by a vote of
39 %0 10 the resolution providing for eubmit-
ting $0 the legislasares of the several atates an
amendment to she Federal constitation, chang-
ieg the date for the begioming of she presi-
deatial term from March 4th to May 4th, the
ohsnge to take effsot in 1901  If adopted,
thie would add two moathe to the leagsh of
the present admiasetration, and to the terms
of eenatore whiobh would osherwise expire
Mroh 3, 1901, and to the term of she Hoase
thas will be elected shie year. This last is
regarded as she beet and most important.
There is not suffivient tims between the firet
Moadsy ia D3scember and she 4th of Maroh,
the legal limis of she shors sessione of Con-
gress, to properly prepare the regular annaal
sppropriasion bille; comsequently other im-
poriant legielation ie almost alwaye negleot-
ed at she short sessions. Much could be dose
in the two moaths shat this ameadment
woald add.

1a offering & conoarrent resolation provid-
ing for a congressional recess trom June 6 to
Jaly 19, Represemsative Dockery, of Mo,
made &8 counter move againet those who are
plauning for the early adjournment of Con-
grees, Mr Dockery shinke it would be bet-
ter for Cougreee 10 take a recess, or several of
them, if the war continues. than to adjours
while the war is going owe, while Speaker
Rsed aud oshers say there i¢ mo reasea why
Congreee should remain in session after it hes
provided ell the money that will be meeded
by the administration 80 carry on she war.
Mr Dookery's resolution ie before the Waye
and Meane committee, and will probably stay
there as long a3 the speaker desires, but the
Senate will have to be reckoned with, and it
would nos be sarprising to see Mr Dockery’s
idea ocarried ous, evea if his resolution ie
smothered..

The annexation of Hawaii bas beea much
discuseed shis week. All of shose who favor
our keeping the Pailippine Islande are anx-
ioae %0 hurry up Hawaiian ansexation. The
House committee on Foreign Relations has
favorably reported a joins resolation provid-
ing for the ammexation of Hawaii, and it will
be adopted by the House, and Seamators eay
it ocan be foroed through the Ssaats in two or
three weeks. The other side of the annexs-
tion question is represented by a resolution
offered by Representative Jobsson, of Iad,
who ie opposed t0 annexatioa under any cir-
camstances or conditions, providisg for she
appointment of commissioners by the preei-
deat to aot with commissioners appointed by
Greas Britain, Germany, Russia, Frauoce,
Austria-Huagary, Japaa aad China, in form-
ulasing a plan for the permasent meutraliza-
tion and indepeadence of Hawaii, and pre-
vention of any nation taking possession shere-
of either direotly or indirecsly. Thie resola-
tion is memtioned merely as a legislative
ouriosity; it could not command a dozea votes
in Coogrees,

The Houss has recorded iteelf in favor of
the election of senators by direos vote.

THE NEWS IN BRIEF.

‘LonpoN, May 13.—In the election held
yesterday in the south division of Norfolk,
for a successor in Parliament to Mr Francis
Taylor, Liberal Unionist, who resigned his
seat, the Liberal candidate, Mr Holmes, was
elected by a majority of 1330.

Havana, May 13.—The first political
step taken by the Ouban Congrees after it
wad definitely constituted, was to appoint a
commission which would s:>nd through the
Spanish Government to the Powers and to
the United States a protest against American
intervention in Ouban sffairs, declaring the
entire adherence of the people of Cuba and
the colonial authorities to Spain &nd the
Spanish Government.




