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OTTAWA LETTER. 

Ottawa, 20th May, 1898. 
The session ie perceptibly nearing a close. 

There are always indications of the end which 
the experienced eye cannot fail to notice, and 
some of these symptoms are promivently in 
evidence. The members are restless, quite 
a number have gone home, the sittings of the 
House are poorly attended, little interest is 
manifested in the verbal encounters that 
spring up from time to time, and there is a 
general disposition to, talk about getting 
away. Very little business of importance re- 
mains to be transacted ; but there seems to 
be an unwritten rule accepted by sll opposi- 
tions to the effect that a certain amount of 
fault-finding and threatening must be indulged 
in in connection with the estimates. The 
Opposition members are always dead sure 
that a scandal lurks somewhere beneath 
every item, and they feel it an act of duty to 
warn the Government what will happen 
when they come to answer for their sins at 
the bar of public justice, In this way, a 
great deal of time is taken oo 

Speaking of scandals, the Opposition have 
tried to work up quite a number this session. 
With a keen recollection of the events which 
combined to hurl them from power in 1896, 

- they are naturally disposed to attach very 
significance to the destructive power of 

scandals. But they have made no headway 
in this regard during the past three or four 
months, though they have etriven with great 
energy and zeal to cast a shadow of suspicion 
upon the Government. Their chief scandal 
—the Drummond Oounty inquiry—which 
was to reveal such shocking iniquity, has gone 
thoroughly bad on their hands, and it ought 
not to be surprising if they feel a little bit 
discouraged over this miscarriage. ln the 
public accounts committee they have sought 
to retrieve their wasted political fortune ; 
but it has been up-hill work and they have 
nothing to show for all their pains, With 
perfect truthfulness, and without qualifica- 

holder, and because Sir Wilfred pat into 
practice that abous which they had so long 
merely theorized, they feel terribly sore. It 
#0 completely meutralizes their old reproach 
of disloyalty againet the Liberals, On thie 
oocesion they were met by a equare amend- 
ment from Mr Bain, expressing satisfaction 
with the action already takes by the govern- 
mens, and Sir Oharles Tapper having moved 
the adjournment of the debate, it is probable 
the subject will set come up again thie ses- 
sios. 
Os a question respecting the presence in 

Canada of Semor Polo, late Spamish Oomeul 
as Washington, the Premier annoanced that 
the Dominion would observe she strictest 
neutrality in the war now in progress. Ie- 
cidentally, Mr MoCleary, the conservative 
member for Welland, took occasion $0 make 
ap exceedingly indiscrees remark. He de- 
clared, that while Oanadiens sympathized 
with the American cause, they nevertheless 
boped thas oar neighbors would receive what 
he termed “a little spanking.” This feeling 
be thought was quite proper im view of the 
unfair treatment shat Canada bad received 
at the hands of the United States. From a 
member of Parliaments such a remark was o 
moss reprehensible and stupid blusder. 

ST. JOHN LETTER. 

Plant Trees— City Gossip—The 
Markets, etc. 

Thirty years ago, a prominent Chicagoan, 
then a boy, planted a cottonwood sapling, 
which as fires he bad intended to use for @ 
fish pole. He planted it near the house 
where he was bors snd tem years later he 
climbed eighteen fees up ite trunk. Now it 
is a bundred feet high aud a landmerk for 
the whole country side. The old house bas 
diesp and most of those who inbabited 
is are dead, bus the Chicagoan visits the place 
every summer and in the shade of thas cot- 
tonwood he feels at heme. If every boy who 
reads this paper would plant a tree this 

ing—s maple, an osk, sn elm, or an apple tion, it may be eaid that the Conservatives pring 
have not succeeded in revealing even the ap- 
pearance of evil on the part of the Govern. 
ment, which is a thing the supporters of the 
party at large may well be satisfled with, 
Every Liberal in the House is not immacu- 
late, and in the very nature of things ‘some- 
body will get himself inte disgrace before 
many years are over ; but thus far every one 
has behaved in exemplary fashion. 
Having failed in fastening anything of a 

scandalous nature on the Government, a 
cause is found for the exceedingly irritable 
and obstructive disposition of the Oonserva- 
tives during the t week or two. All 
throogh the session they have seemed to re- 
gard Mr Tarte and Mr Blair as ‘*big game,’’ 
upon whom they might turn all their guns, 
and they have been popping away at these 
two gentlemen at every available opportun- 
ity. On the public works estimate the other 
AR they opened out with a terrible fusilade 

minister, but the plucky littie 
Frenchman, who is a mass of nervous energy, 
was more than a ma‘'ch for the Philistines, 
Mr Blair's estimates have not yet been reach- 
ed; but he will probably hsve to stand an 
all night broadside un the subject of Inter- 
colonisl diemis:als. Being am exceedingly 
timid and inexperienced hand in political war- 
fare, be will probably break down under the 
assault. 
By way of keeping their hands in, and in 

cidentally for the purpose of wiping off old 
scores, the Opposition submitted the Post 
Master General un Tuesday night to what 
they call “a roasting.” It does pot require 
a very high order of ability to carry out this 

against 

process. even the savages being experts at it, PF 
and probably the Conservatives were pretty 
well satisfied with their work. Mr Mulock 
was asked to answer a certain quettion, not 
at all cognate to the subject under discussion, 
and because he referred them to the reply 
made a day or two previous, they set them- ¢ 
selves to the task of forcing bim to do what 

. they wanted. For hours they kept pexging 
away, led by Mr Foster, talking all sorts of 
rubbish for the purpose of showing the min- 
ister that no progress would bs made until 
this particular question was answered 1n just 
the way that they had put it. This will 
seem like childish proceedure to an out sider, 
and so it was; but there is no telling to what 
tactics a lot of disappointed men will resort 
for the sake of a little passing satisfaction. 

1a commection with the estimases, the stock 
ory of the opposition is that the Liberals 
preached economy and have practised extrava- 
gence. Im substantiation of thie obarge, 
shey poins $o she fact shat the total appro- 
pristion asked for is slightly larger than in 
the days when the Conservatives held sway. 
They know, however, thas the total figures 
do not afford either an homest or a buniness- 
like tees. In all branches of she service 
where reductions could be properly made, 
there has been a material cutting dows of 
the expenditure, and in that regard Liberal 

have been faithfully redeemed. New 
conditions have, however, called for mew 
dratte upon the Treasury; bus some of these 
will not necessarily represents in the end any 
actual expenditare of public momey. For 
example, every dollar required in comaeotios 
with the extension of she Intercolonial so 
Montreal and the administration of she Ya- 
com country must be asked for precicely ae if 
not a cent of revenue would come from these 
sources ; whereas, it may fairly be expected 
that the reveaue in both shese cases will fully 
mees the outlay. Therefore, in the final 
making up ot accounts at the close of the 
fiscal year. a very substantial offset will be 
found against the appropriations being asked 
rg Parliament, probably reaching $1,500, 

On Wednesday the Ocneervatives agains 
brought up the subject of preferential trade. 
They seem quite unable to get over the shock 
which Sir Wilfred Laurier’s achievements in 
England, and she subsequent crystallization 
of shose resulte into a definite and practicable 
policy by the Fiance Minister gave them,— 
Somebow they had come to regard preferen- 
vial trade as their own peculiar property, 
with Sir Obarles Tupper as the chief stook- 

tree, and take care of it, years hence it might 
become one of the strongees reminders leit 
him ot his youthiul bome and friends. 

Loyalist day, May 18, was not marked by 
any demonstration, bas a good many ocitisens 
availed themselves of the occasion 10 g0 @- 
fishing or otherwise esjcy themselves in the 
coumsry. 

Thbas two suicides should occur in the pre- 
vinoial lunatic esylum in a single week is 
not very creditable to the mamsgemeas of 
that institution. 
James W Davis of bis city ie under arrest 

for attempting criminal sssauls on a fifteen 
year old girl hving at the North Ead. 
News of “labor srouble’® comes from the 

pulp mill under construction as Mispeo. 
Several excursions ap the rivers sand lakes 

are plasned for May 24. 
Rowmor with ber lying tongue bss it that every 

a dosea “pacish war ships are hovering 
sbous the Nova Scotia coast. 
An inquiry will be made imto recent oc- 

ourrences +t the Provincial lunatic ssylam. 
Megers Starr’s employes, receiving $2 per 

day struck recently for $3. Their plsces 
are supplied by better mens at $2 and they 
are looking for work. 
The members of the city council do mot 

propose to be the obedient serfs of any self 
appointed sutocras. 
A young lady wae ran down by a bicyclist 

on Mais street loves Friday and very seriously 
isjured. 

Fourteen birthe, two marrieges and seven 
deatbe were registered ia the city last week. 

It is ramored that a prominent cit sen bad 
presented ome of tbe Fairville churches with 
one of the two manual Pipe organe, costing 
$1200. Such sm orges, Mr Peters says, 
ie superior in every respect %0 the oid etyle 
$2.000 charch organ 

Western millers have not chamged their 
uotations for flour, but local dealers are 

selling from 10 to 15 cents per barrel lower 
than a week ago. Oatmeal and cornmeal are 
firm at last quotations, Provisions are aa- 
chesged. ‘Tbe market as this moment ie 
bare of dry fish. Oboice Caveo berring are 
quoted as $5 per barrel ; $2 65 per half bar- grea 
rel. PR molasses bas advanced to 35 cents 
and tbe available stock is lighs. Gramulsted 
sugar is quoted at 43, brights extra C 4 ond 
yellow 37. Eggo are in demand at 11 cents 
and good butter at 18 cents. 

Epwarp Epwarbps. 
St Jobe, May 23. 

WASHINGTON LETTER. 

[From our Regular Correspondent] 

W ashisgton, D. U., May, 20, 1898. 

Thas Cape Verde Spanish fleet is now in 
American waters is sure enough, but instead 
of coming to fight is ap 
dodge around and avoid s fight; so try to 
oarry aid to Gen. Blanco, who is kmowa to 
be in wamt of supplies, especially ammau- 
nition, and to etave off the invasion of Oaba 
by an American army. Up to this time it 
bas succeeded in dodging all right, and, owing 
$0 the superior speed of ite vessels, it is fear- 
ed that it may continue to do so for a while 
longer. Bat it has nos succeeded in 
Blanco, and both President McKinley 

Loag are confident that it cammot 
do so, unless is fighte and defeats one of our 
big fleets, and that is mot ed as even 
among the possibilities. Ite arrival in Amer- 
ioam waters did temporarily stave off the in- 
vasion of Uaba, but ite presence will not con- 
tisue to do so. The plans for tbe invasion 
were suspended because is was deemed wise 
$0 wait antil after the big naval fight which 
the Spanish were supposed to be seeking had 
taken plave, but sow that it is known that 
no fight ie being sought by she Spamish fleet, 
those plans are to be carried out Meas- 
while our fleets will seek the Spanish fleet 
and destroy it, if they can catch it. 

This government is now acting upoa the 
old saying, You must fight the devil with 
fire. Io other worde is is doing what the 
Spaniards bave done from the first—oconceal- 
ing the movements of ite army and navy, 
and throwing the ememy off the scent by 

to have come to 

allowing misleading mews to be published. 
While this new policy of the goverament is 
bard upon mews-gatherers, there are no two 
opimione aboat ite being the correct way to 
conduct 8 war, Until this policy wae adop- 
ted our newspapers had farnished the Spas. 
ish advance notice of every movement that 
was to be made by thie goveramest. 
The Houee has passed aa eight hour bill, 

whioh limite the labor of all persons employ- 
ed upon government work, ae well as those 
actually in government service, to eight hours 
in each day; also a bill for the appointmens 
of a non-partisan labor commission $0 cos- 
sider legislative problems affecting labor. 

That Asglo-American alliance, whioh eo 
many people believe will be an accomplished 
fact in the near future, has been very much 
as the front this week, owing to the speech of 
Hom Joseph Obamberlain, a member of the 
English Oabinet, which seems to have oreat- 
ed a sensation among the European govera- 
ments. Although there is reason to believe 
that Earopean politics figured in the making 
of the speech, it has been received with greas 
oordiality im Washington. Neither the 
President mor sny member of the Cabinet 
would allow themselves to be quoted for pub- 
lication om such » matter, but it is kmowa 
thas shey were much pleased with Mr Oham- 
berlain’s speech ; also, thas they regard it ae 
ou importens factor in making any Europesa 
government that feels to give Speis 
ess than a timid morsel — see the wis- 

of mot going further. In Comgress there 
has been many expressions of pleasure be- 
cause of the latest sige of the increase of 
friendliness between the great English speak- 
ing nations, and more sham one prediction 
bas been made thas the friendliness would be 
closer yet. Whether saything like sn al- 
liance between the two countries is $0 come 
out of the presest situation is more then any- 
body osn tell at this Sime, much will depend 
upon circumstances, bus that a warmer feel- 
ing existe in the U 8 towards Eaglasd to-day 
than at any g since the nc op of 
thie count § to even moet 
casual pr Sb! } aici 

mansiocation wi world, except b 
the two cables to the U he I ts oe 
goverament supervision, orders baving bees 
issued to cus all the others. 
The men of Admiral Dewey’s equadron 

will receive about $200,000 premium mosey, 
under tbe law that aashorises the payments 
of $100 for each man on an enemy’s warship 
destroyed in action. 

The British Parliament—Mr. Gladstone. 

LoNpon, May 20 —The ealogies of Mr 
Gladstone in the house ‘of commons to-day 
formed a historic episode There were more 
members assembled ia the house thas apos 
ony occasion since Mr Gladetone himself in- 
troduced the bome rale bill. They filled 

erty Gabe, d he pa l  - 8 's ,ond § Jers lery wae 
crowded with the foremost halberd of she 
bouse of lords, The Umted States ambasea- 
a ine ye of oy were 
among ¢ ate nl, prayers 
they silently awaited he Balfoar for a quar- 
ter of am hour, and when he rose all beads 
were bared. 
Mr Balfour's was remerkably elo- 

 y- and displayed great good taste, while 
it Wm Versoa Harcourt's econiums of bie 

dead leader were delivered in a more glowing 
style. The liberal leader’s voice thrice broke 
with emotion, and he was vompelled to pause 
and wipe his eyes. 
Mr Dillon wae in bie moet orasorical etyle, 

and when be described how Mr Gladstone's 
sympathies were uvbouaded by matiosality 
and embraced the oppressed of ell races, the 
Irish benches responded with marmurs of ae- 
oceans. 

Io the house of lorde there wae a full at- 
tendance of members. The Marquis of Sal- 
isbary epoke feelingly of Mr Gladstone who, 
he said, ‘was ever guided is all his efforte by 
a lofty moral ideal.”’ Oontinuning, the premier 
eaid the deceased would be remembered not 
#0 much for his political work as for the greas 
example, bardly paralleled ia history of the 

§ Obristian statesman. 
Toe Earl of Kimberly, tbe liberal leader, 

followed with a toucbisg tribute, and the 
Dake of Devonshire expressed geaerous sp- 

ation of Mr. Gladetone’s services in be- 
f of the liberal usionists, saying their sev- 

erance from Mr Gladetone wae a moet pain- 
fal incident. Bas, he added, be could recall 
no word from Gladetone which added um- 
necessarily to the bitterness of the situation. 
The Earl of Rosebery delivered an elogueat 

on the deceased statesman. 
LonpoN, May 20.—Queea Viotoria’s mess- 
age to Migs Helen Gladstone was as follows : 

“] am y at the sad news, 
Beatrice I wish to express our deepest 
sympathy with your dear mother aad with 
all of you.” 

i 

Centreville Items. 
May 24th 1898. 

This being the 79th ammiversary of our 
moss grecious sovereign Queem Victoria's 
birthday, sll the hasinese places of thie town 
are closed in homor of that event. The flag 
is flying at full mast on the band stand. 
The O M Band was out in full force thie 

morning early and rendered some very fine 
musio, 
Mr and Mrs James Johnston, two of our 

most respected citiseme who left their home 
nearly a year ago $0 visit their sone in Oregon, 
bave retarned looking well and report bavieg 
had a lovely visit ; our citizens heartily wel- 
come them home. 

Mrs O M Sherwood and her daughter Lena 
bave gome $0 St Joba to spend a few weeks. 
We hope the much needed rest will do 
them a great deal of good. 

James Prior, one of Williametown's esteem- 
ed residents passed away to his reward on 
Sunday night Faneral to day at 2 o'clock, 
at the Methodist church, Williamstown. 

No one can arrest time, but it is wonder- 
ful how many people can stop a minute, 


