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GAIN TO THE GOVERNMENT.

————

- An Important Measure.

... (From our own Correspondent.)

bate came to an end onTuesday night.
It had lasted for three weeks, and
was very largely a waste of time;
but under our Parlirmentary system.
there is no means by which this form
of campaigning can be stopped. The
experience of this session will, how-
ever, go a long way toward arousing
public interest in the matter or es-
tablishing the dignity of Parliament.

The division took place at three
o’clock in the morning, and was pre-
ceeded by those scenes which have
come to be recognized as traditional
in connection with the closing hours
of a long debate. These demonstra-
tions have during all the history of
our Canadian Parliament been fo-
cussed in the main Committee room
of the Government party. While
abelated debater is contributing his
quota to a discussion which has long
grown wearisome to everybody, the
members gather in the large room
across the corridor, and into the
Chamber there comes. the sound of
singing and revelry.

There have beenmany remarkable
andstirring scenesin that same room.
Back in 1888 I recall a night when a
western member was giving an imi-
tation of a'Cree war dance on top of
a table in the center of the room, and
SirJohn Macdonald was among those
who most loudly applauded the an-
tics of the performer. Sir John Thom-

the majority which Sir Joh?
donald had priorto 1881. Mére th?
that, the debate served to demon-
strate how strong are the reasons
for supporting the Government
cause under predent conditions.

Promptly on Wednesday the House
settled down to real business. On |
that afternoon Mr. Blair introduced i
his Bill for the establishment of a '
Railway Commission, which is one |
of the most important measures that 1
has been brought before Parliament
for many years. It is not likely, ‘
however, that it will be pressed be-
yond the second reading during this
session, inasmuch as it is a long Bill
and embodies changes of such a
radical character asto demand very
thorough consideration. The im-
mediate object to beserved by intro-
ducing it this session is to have the
changes in contemplation brought
before the country and to permit
the Bill to be digested during the
recess.

Mr. Blair presented a very concise
and comprehensive explanation of
the Bill. He pointedout that it pro-
posed to do away with the Railway
Committee of the Privy Council,
which now has large judicial func-
tions in connection with the rail-
ways of the country, and to transfer
the powers hitherto exercised by
that Committee to an independent
Board of Commissioners. ThisBoard
would be composed of three mem-
bers, whose tenure of office would
probably be fixed at ten years, and
who could only be removed by an Ad-
dress of both Houses of Parliament.
In selecting the Commissioners Mr.
Blair said an honest effort would be
made to secure men of the highest
stamp and independence of charac-
ter, experienced in business and
railway operation, as well as in law.
Everything would depend upon the
care with which this choice was
made.

|
|
|
|

pson was there too, and while he

pretended to be enjoying the exhibi- |

tion, he was was really ill at ease.

One of the things he could never do |

was to make himself at home in a
free and easy party such as was gath-
ered together on these division
nights. But Sir John Macdonald could
make himself one ofthe leaders in
the fun and frolic of any such night.

On Tuesday night it was revealed
for the first time that among the new
members there are some very good
singers. This was particularly true
of the rollicking French Canadian
songs, which were sung by the French
members in a way that I have not
heard surpassed in many years. The
possessor of a good voice is always
called upon to sing while the mem-
bers are assembling for a division,
and on occasions like that to which
reference has just been made. To-
ward the end of the session ‘““Swanne
River” and ‘‘Home Sweet Home”’ are
most affected, and when the galleries
are full andithe great chorusswells up
from the floor of the House it has an
impressive effect.

During the last two days of the
debate several important contribu-
tions were made to the discussion.
For example the Minister of Agri-
culture, speaking with the advan-
tage of having gone over the records
of the census of 1801 as filed in his
Department, was able to show be-

yond cavil that wholesale stufling

had been done in that year. He

The railway conditions prevailing
E in Canada, the Minister pointed out,
were of suchan extraordinary nature
 that a large measure of discretion
would have to be vested in the Com-
mission. The Board would have am-
ple powers to regulate rates and to
take such steps as would prevent un-

TOWN COUNCIL.

Councillor Lindsay Sat Upon,

NO FIRE LIMIT.

- ——

|

SOOTT ACT MUDDLE.

i

At the meeting of the Town Coun-
there were present, His Worship

Couns. R. B.Jones, A. E. Jones, Lind-
say, Balmain and Burtt.

ratepayers who claimed to have paid
taxes and held receipts for same.
Mr, Harvey said he could not ac-
count for the apparent discrepancy,
but he would compare the list with
his own books, and if he had funds in
hand belonging to the town he
would turn them over to the town
treasurer.

On motion Coun. Lindsay, second-
ed Coun. Balmain, the report of the
committee on thefire limit was taken
up.

On motion Coun. R. B. Jones, sec-
onded Coun. Burtt, the report was
laid on the table indefinitely.

Coun. A. E. Jonesfelt that the town
was not in a position to have a fire
limit. Let the people build of such
material as they can afford. If they
were compelled to use brick, in case
of a fire, many buildings would never
be rebuilt. He thought the report
should lay on the table for the pre-
sent.

Coun. Lindsay—It has laid on the
table, already, for about 14 years.

Coun. R. B. Jones remarked that
| the report should lay on the table
for 14 yearsmore. Hetook the same
position on the subject as he did be-
fore. The town would reap no ad-
vantage by accepting the report of
the committee. He was satisfied
that few buildings would be replaced

one of the committee, Coun. Dibblee,

just discrimination and undue pre-
ferences. Loud and persistent com-
pliants were being made from all
parts of the country with respect'to

| these matters, and, while it was only |

' fair that therailway should be allow-
| ed a fair amount of profit on the busi-
' ness done, one of the chiefobjects in
view was to provide the means for
the redress of these grievances.

| Bill Mr Blair laid on the table of
tlie House the results of an exhaus-

Lean into question of railway rates
and alleged discrimination in Cana-
da. A vast amount of material was
collected in this way, and when
the House comes to the consider-
tion of the Bill in detail this infor-
mation will be of the greatest pos-
sible service. Professor McLean’s

| ure is designed to remedy, and it
' will show how carefully and pru-
| dently this matter has been taken up
by the Minister.

gave many instances of this, some of | afternoon. In past years he was a

them of a very clumsy character.
In the town of Cornwall, there were
40 names given twice in the enumera-
tion, and in a great many other
places the names of persons were re-
corded who either were not in exis-

tence at all or had been away for

many years. In the census of 1301
the address of every person was

given, so that anyone might check |

over the returns and see at once if
there were inaccuracies.

The Minister of Castoms also con-
tributed a strong speech to the de-
bate. It was not lengthy, but brist-
led with facts of the most convincing
character. Quite naturally, he con-
fined himself very largely to trade
matters, and as the statistics in this
regard are coll:cted by his Depart-
ment he was able to speak with
authority on that subject. The
growth of Canadian commerce has
been so large that few people really
realiz| what enormous progress has
been made. An increase of $150,000,-
000 in the foreign trade of the Do-
minion within five years is a record
of which every Canadian may be
proud.

If the Oppositionexpected that the
amendment proposed by Mr. Bor-

" den would weaken the Government

on a division they must have felt

 disappoinjed when the vote was tak-

en; for instead of gaining they lost
the vote of Mr. Calvin, of Frontenac
who had been a strong Conservative

_ in years past. The solid strength of

the Government was recorded, and
there was amajority of 56. This is

quite large emough for all practical
purposes, and is almost as large as

' strong advocate of a Railway Com-
' mission ; but having neglected the

' opportunity of putting his convie- |

Preceding the introduction of this |

| tive inquiry by professor S, J. Mc- |

in his remarks at a former meeting,

ed, was rather against establishing a
| fire limit.

| Coun. Lindsay said he thought it
I was in 1886 that the town asked the
[ Legislature to pass a building act,
| which was done at the time. No
| action was taken to establish a fire
. limit until five years ago. The com-

limit did not report; nothing has
been done since until the present
| committee brought in a report.
From the best information he could
get he thought a fire limit was ne-

|
cil, on Friday evening of last week, |

Mayor Belyea in the chair, and |

S ———
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On motion Coun. Burtt, seconded
Coun. Lindsay, tenders will be asked
for taking care of the electric light |
and fire alarm systems. j

Coun. Burtt said that the electri-
cian, John Brown, had a grievance. |
The Council brought him here, seven !
or eight months ago from Houlton, '

 where he gave up a good job, and

now it threatened to reduce his |
wages. He (Brown) did not think |

' that was fair, and the lowest figure

he could work for would be $37.50
per month for his services as electri-
cian.

On motion Coun. Lindsay, second-
ed Coun. Balmain, tenders will be |
asked the local newspapers for pub- |

|

Coun. Lindsay, from the committee | 118hing the town accounts as provid- |
on the late marshal’s accounts, re- | €4
ported that he had seen Mr. Harvey | ' )
and showed him a list of names ot“ or discovered in the treasurer’s re- | a couple of days.
- port by the auditor, was $8.55 paid |

by law. |
Coun. R. B. Jones said that the err- !

the treasurer by George Bradbury. i

He (Jones) had no hesitation in say- |
ing thatthe money went to the credit |
of the town in the bank. The treas-
urer posts his books from the stubs, |
and, in this instance, one stub was
missing which would account for the |
error.

On motion Coun. Lindsay, second-
ed Coun. Balmain, $50 was the license |
fee to be asked Mr. Allen, agent for

by brick iffire destroyed them. Even |

after the matter had been consider- |

mittee then appointed to define a |

Johnston & Co., Halifax, to do busi-
| ness in town.

Coun. R. B. Jones said the flrm
. mentioned desired to do business in

very high. He (Jones) knew the
local men had hard enough time to
get along, but Mr. Allen was willing
| to pay double the amount of taxes
' that any local man was paying for
| doing the same business.

- list by buying $100 worth of property,
. as some had done who he mentioned,
' and then pay a small tax, but he
| wished to use the town square. He
; (Jones) thought that the committee
 and marshal should be allowed to
'i make such terms with Mr. Allen, as
| they thought best.
Mayor Belyea—Did you notify the
' 5. A. Inspector to be present at this
' meeting, Coun. Lindsay ?
| Coun. Lindsay—I told him not to
 come. ' There are matters in Scott
Act circles that should not be known
to everybody.
all questions asked are notanswered
when it is not advisable to do so. It
is not advisable for Mr. Colpitts to
appear at the present time.
willing to take the consequences.
!  Mayor Belyea—That action of
| yours, Coun. Lindsay, is a slight to
the Mayor and the board.

Coun, R. B. Jones said it was not

' the intention of Coun. Lindsay to |

idisobey the order passed at last

Mr. Allen !
| did not wish to get on the assessment |

In legislative bodies, |

I am |

report gives an accurate picture of
the conditions which the new meas- |

Hon. John Haggart was the princi- |
- pal critic of the Bill on Wednesday !

'a fire limit and between now and Should be open and above board, but |

| tions into legislative form he now |
| turns up as an opponent of that plan. |
' That should not be considered as re-

markable, in view of the easy and
' ready way in which the Conserva-
tives are now engaged in opposing
' almost everything that they advo-
cated while in power.

A Carleton County Boy Wins
the Laurels,

The oratorical contest is hecoming
an annual event in most of our Can-
adian colleges. The oratorical con-
test at Brandon College,Manitoba,oc-

cessary, for it would be a protection | meeting reques'ting Mr. Colpitt’s |
for those ratepayers who already | Presence. The Scott Act Committee |
have brick buildings, There would | Met, talked the matter over, and
be a difference between wooden and | 4¢émed it not advisable at the pre-
brick buildings of two per cent in in- l sent time to hear Mr. Colpitts at the
' surance, and thissaving in insurance | P0ard. 4

| would quite pay the difference be- | Coun. Balmain was amazed at the

ey ' Coun. Lindsay imagine he was the
| Coun.Balmain wasinfavor, at first, I “whole push” and could ignore the
| of the fire limit, but now he could see | orders of the board. If the commit-
'no good purpose in passing the re- | s ¥ad “‘any_ good reasons why I'}-
port. He had not the slightest idea spector Colpittsshould not appear, it
" that the fire insurance would be less. | shoul.d have pro.duced‘them at last
| The city of Moncton had established | meeting. He believed S. A. matters

winter they could see if it was giving | there appears to be lots of ‘‘hole and
satisfaction in the rallroad city. ' corner” business prominent at pre-
Coun. Lindsay said a watering cart,  5¢A!: _ ' ; ;
with a tank holding 375 gallons, a | Coun. Lm.dsa).——'l‘he ml‘ormatlgn
steel tank, could be delivered in | Coun. Balmain thinks we had, we did
Woodstock for $260; a cart with | “OE have at las? me:atmg.
wooden tank, delivered in St. John,  Coun. Balmain—You should have
would cost $250.  hadit.
In answer to Coun. A. E. Jones, | Coun. Lindsay—The Inspector, un-

Coun. Lindsay said the cart could der the law on which he is working, |
it is |

On motion Coun. Balmain, second- | 1ot in the province of the board to |
ed Coun. Lindsay, the matter of pur. | Summon the Inspector before it when |

not be made ih this town. is supposed to report yearly;

chasing a water cart was left to the | it takes the notion. Tl{is W&é no
steeel comnilttee. ‘“‘hole and corner” business, and

On motion, the scales committee | when the proper time comes, the In-

was given power to sell the use of | SPector will render his report.
the hay scales, the upset price to be

$75. the motion, asking the Inspector to |

tween the cost in building wood and | Femarks of the late speakers. Did

Coun. A. E. Jones pointed out that f enough to 1l orders for the

curred on March 28th. A large| Thesewer committee’s recommen-
audience witnessed the intelle¢tual | dation to build aman-hole at Baird’s
battle. Such subjects as—*“The Love | corner and attach an overflow pipe
- of Country,” “The Zeal for full-orbed | leading to the creek, which would
Life’”” and ‘“A Nation’s Pride in Her | improve the sewer service, was ap-
Heroic Men,” etc., were well calcu-  proved.

lated to appeal to the deepest feel- | On motion Coun. Balmain, second-

ings of the human heart. There
were five competitors. Amongthem
J.LeRoy Sloat, son of James N. Sloat,
Tracy’s Mills, Carleton county, N. B.,
whose oration on “Pitt, the Earl of
Chatham,” won not only the laurel
wreath of championship, but also the
ever acceptable prize of filthy lucre.
We are glad to see one of our boys
takink such a place in the recently
founded college of the ‘“prairie pro-
vince.”” The winner of the laurelsis
a cousin of H. B. Sloat, B. A., of Mil-
ton, Queen’s Co., N. S.

' which they had on a 30 days trial.
| The fire alarm boxes were out of

' excepl one, strike too quickly, but

' ed Coun. Lindsay, the fire committee

‘was instructed to send away and
have a test made of one fire alarm

box.

| * Coun. Balmain said they had hung

| up in the engine room, an indicator

date, not standard boxes by any
means. All the double figure boxes,

tne single figure boxes work all right,
The cost for recutting the boxes,
which was absolutely necessary,
would be $3 per box, plus express

be present at this meeting, passed
' unanimously and yet he was told by |
' Coun. Lindsay not to come. Ifthe |
Inspector is not an employe of the |
 tawn and is supposed to report but
| yearly, then that settled the matter. |

Coun. Lindsay, anyway, owed the

‘ board an apology. !

Coun. Burtt had seconded the mo- |
tion referred to,but there weremany |
things he did not know at that time,
for he tried to keep out of the affair. |
The committee saw the Inspector
and, after his explanation, it decid- |
ed that he had not better report to- |
night.

Coun. Balmain said if the board |
had no control over the Inspectar, |
the sooner it was found out the bet- |
ter,

Mayor Belyea said it looked, for
some time past, as if the board had

Subscribe for the SENTINEL.

charges.

no control over the Inspector, and it

l was a case of ‘‘the tail wagging the :

dog.” Coun. Lindsay was guilty ofa
gross breach of orders, and he (Bel-
vea) felt like cersuring him.

Coun. Lindsay--T am willing to al-
low the ratepayers to judge my con-
duct, and will kindly take the censure
from the Mayor if necessary, but he
(the Mayor) had better take a vote of
the Council on the matter.

The question was then dropped.

Coun. Lindsay said the street com-
mittee had made arrangements to
have two feet of earth removed from |
the IToulton road which would help
to keepthe water from accumulating,
and, as soon as the roads were dry,
the board would take the promised
drive over the different roads. He
reported having let the road machine |
to Upper Woodstock road district for

The clerk was instructed to pre- ‘
pare a contract with the driver of |
the town team. |
The order passed, relating to the |
removal of some parties to the poor
house, was rescinded.

The Council then adjourned. |

|

Nes From Te‘Country.

Upper Woodstock.

We were not under the impression
that our worthy friends were going
to leave us to represent this city
alone, but as it seems to be the case,
we consider it our duty to continue
the good work regardless of conse-
quences.

Miss Annie Grace Foren has de-
cided to postpone her trip to Madi-
sonand has accepted a position as
saleslady in the Dry Goods store of
W. R. Wright. We are sure Miss
Foren will give every satisfaction in
that department and will also make
a courteous and obliging post-
mistress.

Mr. G. R. Good has been hauling

' out his farm produce and is rapidly

getting rid of his household effects.

M. B. Craig, late occupant of the
Westall House on Main St., has mov-
ed into the Jackson house on Jack-
sontown road.

There are some fifty or sixty
marriageable young men of our ac-
quaint ance who travel the Jackson-

THE TABLES TlIﬁNED, : town road. Wehardly think it possi-

| ble that all of these gentlemencom-

Two weeks ago the subject of |template entering the Matrimonial
Trusts was discussed in the Debating | market at the same time,but if we

have unconsciously raised the hopes

contending in favor of Trusts had | of some ofthemaidensby this chance

slightly the better of the argument.

|
iSociety with the result that those
|
i

Not: entirely satisfied that all had

| the town, as they had done for years. | been said both for and against these made
The by-law said other than ratepay- | gigantic corporations, it was decided | short a time.

ers should pay $50 per month. The | that the matter should again be sift-
agent, Mr. Allen, thinks the amount |

ed at the meeting held on Thursday
| night of last week. Accordingly, the
| forces lined up as follows:—

' beneficial to a country.
| Affirmative—H. P. Baird, Frank H.
Fisher, Wm. Balmain, Harry Saund-

nell.
Negative—W. S. Saunders, Harry

Stevens, Ralph G. Waite, Harry
Dunbar and Donald Nicholson.

T. C. L. Ketchum acted as critic,.

Mr. Baird in opening spoke to the
question in a very able manner. He
instanced a great many arguments
in favor of the association of capital
and the benefits resulting.

handling the subject from the nega-
tive view. He brought out a great

rimental effects resulting from mon-
| opolies.
| The seconders, Messrs. Fisher and
McLauchlan, made good clear pres-
entations from their respective
| standpoints. Of the other speakers
| is is sufficient to say that the high
| standard of public speaking exhibit-
' ed in former contests was not de-
| parted from, Messrs. Campbell, Hay,
Balmain and Young, in particular,
making keen and eloquent, contribu-
tions to the oratorical display.

Mr. Ketchum carefully summead up
the various points made by the re-
spective sides and taking everything
into consideration, decided that the
honors of the evening rested fairly
| with the negative.

A large number of spectators was

?
|
|

| present, both ladies and gentlemen, |
| and seemingly very much enjoyed |

| 8
| the proceedings.

1t is proposed to hold a Mock Trial

on Thursday evening, 24th inst., on
which oceusion a popular and good
looking member of the society will
. be placed on trial before a jury of
- his peers to answer a serious charge.
| Great preparations are in progress
' tending towards the success of this
. affair and it is anticipated that a
' large number of ladies and gentle-
' men will accept the invitation of the
| Executive to be present.

WAR HAY STOPPED,
It is not much wonder that the
| question of transportation so serious-
| Iy engages the attention of the gov-
ernment. Canadian hay could not
' be sent out of the country quickly
ritish
Government for South Africa. The
pay was good—the open market
price. It was wanted in South
Africa; but lack of adequate trans-
portation was a lack in South Africa,
as well as in Canada, in the number
of cars to convey goods ; hut the con-
ditions there were those the war
precipitated. The conditions here
are ordinary commerical unreadi- |
ness to carry Canadian produce to
the sea. It makes no difference in
our favor, and is only an incident
that some of the men who went to
South Africa with the Canadian ha
report on their return that their |
vessels had to wait at Elizabethtown,
where most ofthe hay goes, in order
to be unloaded. They say that
there was a regular blch there, and |

that pyramids of aupplies lay there

- awaiting transport into the interior.

It is stated that Canadians have
heen sending out some fifteen thous-
and tons per month in the last six or
seven months, and that about five
thousand tons per mouth have been
sent by way of New York, for the |
reason that it could not be carried |
here, either by railways to St, John |

or by the steamers thence. l

Subject—-Resolved that Trusts are |

ers, H. M. Tapley, A. W. Young, |
Donald M. Campbell and Donald Con- |

McLauchlan, W. Carey Hay, Harry |

Mr. Saunders was skilful also in |

many facts tending to show the det- |

reference, we assure them it was un-
intentional. Still we are glad to have
someone happy, even for so

i

|  Wm. Henderson of Hartland has
| been visiting his nephew J. C. Hen-
derson of this place.

Mr. Herbert C. Jones, who has
been jailor for the past few years,
has given up that position, and is
now engaged in cultivating his farm
at Jacksonville.

James C. Webster, traveling agent
for the Combined Iron works of
I)Scneca Falls, N. Y., spent a few
| hours here on Saturday last.

We are glad to hear that Mrs. S.
' Perley will soon be around again.

| The roads promised to be finished
| up early this year, owing to the cel-
| erity with which our enterprising
1 road commissioner got to work on
| them. But afcer the machine had
, been at worktwo days we were over-
taken by the late stormstorm, and
the roads left in a very bad condi-
| tion. This however is no fault of the
commissioner’s.

The Hiji Club which has laid dor-
mant during the winter months has
again opened its doors. A ‘“full
| house” was reported Saturday and
' the comfortable and well appointed
clud rooms have been fairly well fill
ed ever since.

We would like to advise the youth
who made the appointment for Sun-
day night to stay home.
be better
afterwards.

It has been said that the require-
‘ ments for a successful newspaper re.
| porter are: a keen power of ohser-

|
i
|

You will
satisfied with yourself

' vation, a bright and correct style of

| writing and a creative imagination.
- Which of these characteristics does

? the Upper Woodstock Press corres-
| pondent show most ?
| FRIEND OF THE A¥FLICTED,
Lm(lsity.
April 1)th.
The roads have bheen quite dry

but snow storms of late haye made

' them very bad a gain. :

. Miss Clara McLellan of Oakville
has been visiting f{riends of this
place.

Miss Nora Cheney of Monticello
has been spending a few days at Mr.
Thos. B. Cheney’s.

Mr. and Mrs. W. . Lindsay have
returned from a pleasant visit at

 Good Corner and Lakeville.

Rev. Mr. Ives of this place ex-
changed pulpits with Rey. Mr. Spar-
go on Sunday 6th,

Mr. and Mrs.Alex. L. Strong spent
Sunday at Red Bridge.

Kirkland.

We had several inches of snow last,
week, thus reminding usthat winter
is slow to yield his reign to the gen-
ial influences of Spring.

The cold nights have lowered the
water in the streams, and the pre-
sent prospect is not very favorable
for stream driving.

Mr Andrew John Slater, who has
been in poor health, is improving.

Last week Mrs. Jackson got her
wrist seriously injured.

On Tuesday the monthly meeting

' i the auxiliary of the W. . M. So-

ciety, was held at the heme of Mrs.
Charles McDougall. The day was
favorahle and the attendance large.

On Friday afternoon, at the same
place the ladies gathered fora quilt-
ing. Mrs. McDougall had previous-
ly pieced the quilt which is to be
sent to one of the workers in the
Foreign Mission Field.

Subscribe for the SENTINEL.




