-~
-

.

‘;ﬁ >4

-Donald Morrison as speaker,

R, o

Ny

3‘. e

B N N, D. e W g B S B, o o N D v A T UG

- e m—

i~ " e O v o X

be Catleion

-~

= = - Boail -
e a  ———— T~ e

Senfinel.

.V\ﬁ

éln.—No. 13

WOODSTOCK, N. R,, FRIDAY, MARCH 26, 1909.

: The Opening ‘of the Legislature.

The legislature was opened Tues- |

day afternoon. After prayers, the
clerk of the house read certificates
of resignation from Hon Donald Mor-
rison as speéaker and member of the
house, and of B F Smith as member
thereof, and that John P Burechill
and George Wm Upham had been
duly elected members of the house
from the counties of Northumber-
land and Oarleton respectively. The
clerk of the house having been in-
formed of the resignation of Hon
an-
nounced that it was his will and
pleasure that the speaker be elected
before he declared to the house the
causes of his calling the present leg-
islature.

Ifon Mr Hazen proposed the name
of George J Clarke, a choice which
he thought would meet with the ap-
proval of every member of the house.
It was not necessary to say anything
as to Mr Olarke’s qualification. All
members of the house knew him as a
gentleman thoroughly versed in par-
liamentary law and practice, and
they wouid feel that in his hands
the procedure of the house would be
in safe keeping. :

Mr Robinson expressed his plea-
sure in seconding the nomination.
He felt satisfied that the affairs of
the house would be in safe keeping,
and he further fel# Mr Clarke had
the ability and attainments to adorn
even a much higher position in the
publie life of the country.

The resolution was carried un-
animously. ;

At 3.15 pm, the speaker having
left the chair, the lieutenant-gover-
nor, preceded by his military staff,
entered the chamber. Hon Mr Clarke
reported that he had been elected
as speaker and claimed for the house
all its ancient liberties and privi-
leges. His honor, through the clerk,
signified his pleasure in concurring
in the choice of the legislature.

The speech from the throne was
more in the line of an historical
document than & forecast ofthe work |
of the legislature. In it reference
was made to prosperous conditions
of the province, the visit of the
Scotch farmers, the fire at the Pro-
vincial Hospital, the school booke
and the New Brunswick coal and
railway company. o

The address in reply was moved
by Mr J A Murray of Kings and
seconded by Dr Bourque. The leader
of the opposition then addressed the
house as follows : — %

HON, C W ROBINBON, .

Mr Robinson said that it gave him
pleasure as the leader of the opposi-
tion to congratulate both the mover
and seconder of the address upon
the excellent maunner in which they
had discharged their duties. The
opposition gtood in a peculiar posi-
tion, This was the first year ofa
new government and in a short term
of office we have only their record
to discuss. The speech read to this
house by his honor was a lengthy
one, dealt with many matters, and
was admirable as a chronological
record. However, there was some
notable events that had not been
mentioned, and these he would
touch upon later on. We are all
agreed that last year was a prosper-
ous cne for our province and for this
we all are thankful.

The tercentenary celebration at
Quebec was certainly a great and
notable event and the commemora-
tion a worthy one. One very notable
thing emphasized by that celebration
was the fact that the two races
growing up side by side in Canada
bad been further cemented in their
nationalities by fighting side by side
under the southern ecross to upnold
British supremacy. The visit of the
Scotch farmers had been referred to,
but he did not remember seeing that
the goverument of New Brunswick
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had made any effurt to give  those
visitors an opportunity of visiting
our province and becoming acquaint-
ed with its agricultural resources as
would have been done under a
capable government. We all regrett-
ed the fires at the provitcial hospit-
al and the Kingston Consolidated
Schooyl. The latter was the pioneer
in consolidated schools in this prov-
ince, and other districts were follow-
ing. He believed the benefits to be
derived from such consolidation were
very great, and he hoped that steps
might speedily be taken so that the
work might be resumed.

The fisheries, he said, is an ever
recurring topic of his honor. We
are only beginning to realize the
value and importance of the fisheries
of our province. He believed that
the money value ofthe fisLing in-
dustry in New Brunswick was as
great as the whole lumber industry.
The government should give earnest
attention and make a real effort to a
settlement of these fishery matters,
and, not only make a formal claim
for settlement, but should press the
claim with all possible vigor., It was
the duty of the government to wake
up and take more active measures
on behalf of the fishing industry.

The government took to itself
much credit for inaugurating a new
system of bookkeeping. As a mea-
sure of course : 8 the province ex-
panded alarger bookkeeping system
was necessary. This question was
not original with the presont gov-
ernment. lle, when leader of the
government, had gone quite fully
into the matter, and had made pro-
posals regarding improvements

The government also took to itself
much credit for having made a good
horse trade. Perhaps they had. The
question is : Was the importativn ot
horses in the interest of the people
as a whole and not simply for the
benefit of a few admirers of fancy
horses ?

One thing he would like to ask the
government, and that was by what
authority did ti.ey obtain an appro-
priation to import these horses?
Whence came themoney ? I looking
over the act appointing the auditor
general shall notapprove ofexpendi-
ture of any money not previously
authorized by the legislature. Form-
er governments, before making such
importations, submitted their pro-
posals to the repvesentatives of the
people. The factthat the govern-
ment did not lose any money on this
latest ho»se trade did not excuse
them for their unanthorized expendi-
ture.

Another matter for which the gov-
ernment claimed much credit was
the amount of road work done on
the roads uatil before the Dominion
election last fall, when a great deal
of activity was displayed and in
direct defiance of the highway act,
which says the road work must be
done in the spring and early sum-
mer. He would admit we had solen--
did roads last summer, but this was
because of the fine weather and not
on account of the work done on the
roads. Just before the elections in
October great activity was shown in
doing road work and wherever it
was thought the Conservative can-
didates might be helped men were
put on the roads.

It had beenstated thatall accounts
contracted previous to October 31
had been paid but he very much
Jdoubted if the entire appropriation
for roads last year would pay fo  the
work done at election times. When
the detailed expendituresarebrought
this would show.

The members of the government,
when in opposition,claimed to know
just what the province wanted asa
highway act, but as soon as they got
into power they called upon municip-
al councils all over the province to
assist in drawing up a suitable road
act.

One criticism he wished to make
at the present time was that this
session had been ecailod (oo late,
The legislature should have beeun in
session weeks ago. He believed the
government had deferred calling the
house together until a Conservative
paper could be establishe t inStJohn
—at least he had heard this, or did
they put off the session hoping that
the courts would deprive the newly
elected member for Carleton of the
seat he had so honerably won ? He
thought it was an outrage to keep
members here for any length of time
at this season of the yer.

He was glad the government was
optimistic and had faith in the fut-
ure of the province and were seeking
to develop our natural resources.
He was glad to know the govern-
ment was waking up to tho import-
ance of developing New Brunswick
industrially,and exploiting its miner-

al wealth, as well as the lumbering

interests, He had seen a maguificent
iron deposit in Gloucester and be-

‘lieved the proviuce had there the

making of a great industry. When

B

' said in no uncertain way what they
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in opposition, the members of the
government had criticized the es-
tablisbment of a bureau of immigra-
tion,and one of their first acts op
coming into power was to do away
with it. But they had learned some-
thing since then. He believed that
attention should also be paid to the
repatriation of the many thousands
of young men who had left New
Brunswick. He believed there were
thousands of native New Brunswick-
ers in the United States who would
be glad toreturn to their native

land if sufficient encouragement was
offered them.

Among the important measures
fore-shadowed in the speech, was
the development of the forest wealth
and the game resources. The old
government had done much along
these lines, but he thought the pres-
ent governmant had been more con-
cerned in dismissing officials who
were thought tobe politically oppos-
ed to the present administration,
than to the real development of the
country. He believed that some of
the best game wardens in the pro-
vince had been dismissed simply be-
cause they were thought tobe oa the
wrong side of politics. He also un-
derstood that the government had
appointed game wardens who were
not competent for the pgsition, and
who were appointed solély because
they were party heelers, and their
appointment does not do the pro-
vince or the governmoent any credit.

Hon Mr ITazen—Name them.

Mr Robivson—Messrs Melville and
Burtt in Carleton County.

Hon Mr Grimmer—Those men are
not game wardens at all; they are
lumber cruisers.

Mr Robinson continuing, said that
he did not think thegovernment was
justified in dismissing officials all
over the province simply and solely
because they were opposed political-
ly to the administration. The pro-
vince had never before seen such a
scramble for office as 1t had witness-
ed last year. This government came
into power with a big majority and
a great flourish of trumpets, but not
satisfled with that, they bhad tried
to deliver the province into the
hands of the Conservative leader at
Ottawa, but bad miserably failed. If
they had given as much attention fo
developing the province they would
today stand much higher iu the esti-
mation of the people.

Everybody knows that this gov-
ernment has in these few short
months forfeited the confidence of
the people. We have had two elec-
tions recently, and the people had

thought of this government. Men-
tion of these elections was omitted
from this chrunological speech from
the throne.

He had expected mention would
be made inspeech of the StJuhn Val-
ley Railway. This was a matter of
very great importance, and one
which the government should give
mosy earnest attention to. They
should do all possible to aid and en-
courage such enterprises.

The statement had been made by
no less a person than the president
of the council that in past years the
province lost no less than $200,000
through failure to adequately col-
lect the stumpage. He noticed that
there was very little increase in the
terri orial revenue last year, when
the lJumber cut was up to the aver-
age. Ifthe old government was los-
ing $200,000 a year by not collecting
all the stumpage, what about the
present government last year ? Why
does not the government collect all
the stumpage, and with this $200,-
000 extra build the valley railway ;
It would pay the interest at 4 per
cent on $5,000,000, equal to the whole
debt of the province.

He had heard the statement made
that the crown lands were not ad-
miopistered in the interests of the
province, but in the interests ofsome
Conservative candidates.

Mr Hazen—Do youmakethat state-
ment on your own responsibility as
a member of this house ?

Mr Robinson—I have no personal
knowledge of this, but have heard
the statem nt made. It was made
publicly and the government has not
taken any action,

The provincial expenditure last
vear was more than $1,000,000, the
greatest in the history "of the pro
vince, and this from a government
which when in opposition preached
economy. He said the government
had failed to keep its pledges and
promises made when in opposition.

r Robineon was followed by Mr
Hazen who in a short speech moved
the adjourment of the House until
Friday morning when the debate on
the address continued by Hon Mr
McKeown.

Mr McKeown said that he must
congratulate the mover and second-
er of the address upon their admir-
able speeches. He deeply regretted
the destructed of the Kingston Con-
solid ted Schooland hoped it would
scon be rebuilt, He “had recently
visited the splendid new school
building at Sussex and believed it
superior to any thing of its kind in
the province. Iv was not only a
credit to the town of Sussex but a
tribute to the free school system of
the provinco,

He regretted that in his honor’s
speech no reference wasmade Lo the
great work being done year after
year by the school teachers of this
province. They had asked for re-
cognition for their services and he
had hoped that the government

would have provided something in

the nature of suPeranuation allow-
ance and he hoped legislaiion along
those lines would be introduced.

He very much regretted that some
pleasantries indulged in by the lead-
er of the oPpoait.ion had caused such
an exhibition of anger on the part
of the premier as was seldom seen
in this house. Last year the leader
of the government was bright and
buoyant and gladsome, but a great
change had taken place during the
past few months and now there is a
note of melancholy and disappoint-
ment in his tone. Power brings with
it responsibility and calls for that
exercise of astrong will,the repress-
ing hand, calmness, decision and
coolness undefiled which the 'pre-
mier had not shown. The events of
the past ten months had caused the
members of the government to ask
themselves the question of the posi-
tion they now hold in public esteem.
They have fallen in the estimation
of the people.

A statement has been made that
there is a reduction of 40 per cent in
the price of school books. On the
face of it that would seem to call for
commendation. It is proper, how-
ever, to enquire how this reduction
came about and it is also proper to
enquire whethe:s the government
should enter into competition with
those who get their living by buying
and selling.

School beoks were made and sold as
a legitimate enterprise, the same as
other articles, and he would ask was
it right in principle that the govern-
ment should take hold of the dis-
tribution of school books and wipe
out the wholesaler and retailer? If
proper for the government to do this
as regards school books why not let
us go the whole way and dealin all
kinds of merchandise ? He did not
believe it was right for the govern-
ment to enter into competition with
any branch of trade orindustry. The
government had struck off the whole-
salers profit of 15 per cent and the
retailers’ 25 and that was all there
was to it. More than that the gov-
ernment has discriminated in the
distribution of these books. They
bought them frorh the manufacturers
and shipped them out to political
supporters. He could produce dozens
of former dealers in scliool books
who had been refused permissionsto
deal in scLool books under the new
regime. When the grovincial secre
tary states that anybody can obtain
these books he states what he knows
to be incorrect.

Hon Mr Hazen—I take the point of
order that the honorable member
should not say that the provincial
secretary knows it to be incorrect.

Hon Mr Flemmingsaid that he had
‘risen and addressed the speaker,
wishing for the privilege of correct-
ing the statement made by the hon-
orable member, but the honorable
meniber refused to allow him to pro-
ceed. During the ten years he
(Flemming) had been in the house
such privilege of correcting an hon-
orable member had never before
been refused.

Proceeding Mr McKeown said he
was sorry that hisremarks had caus-
ed his honorable friend to give such
an exhibition of temper. Heo did not
agree with the doctrine that the
government could deal in school
books and take away the business
of the merchants of the country any
more than it should deal in clothing
or boots and shoes. He would like
to know what provision the govern-
ment was making in getting its pay
for the books they supplied to their
political friends who deal them out
to the people. Will the government
be compelled to descend to thelevel
of buyer and seller of merchandise
and take harsh measures fcr the
collection of amounts? It was yet
too early to say how the venture
would work out but he believed that
the government would find that they
had made a big mistake in stripping
the wholesalers and retailers oftheir
legitimate profite. He understood
from a reputable bookseller, whom
he believed was well informed, that
Messrs Gage had unloaded upon the
government a quarter of a millon
scribblers.

In regard to the school book ar-
rangement made by the government
tho ghost was not yet laid. Unless
the government’s policy resulted in
more benefit in the future than it
had brought up to date the govern-
ment would be covered with ridicule
instead of glory by the policy. The
saving of 40 per cent on the price of
the books was not taken out of the
manufacturer. The wholesaler and
retailer had to bear all the loss. No
other governuentin any civilized

country had ever done such a thing.
The appointment of vendors had al
80 been badly managed. itwas most
unfair thatv one dealer should be
given the privilege of selling books
on comm ission while another had to
pay cash. A man who was not a pet
of the government could not com-
plete with the other dealer.

Hon Mr Hazen suggested that Mr
McKeown might consult the firm  of
J&A MecMillan, the King Lumber Co.
and various other dealers who were
vendors for the governmentasto the
justice of his remarks.

Mr McKeown said it was not so
much a matter of partyism as it was
to the principle that one dealcr
should get books without cost and
another have to pay cash. He also
objected to the character of some of
the men who had been appointed
vendors, such as men convicted of
illegal liquor selling. He thought it
was an outrage to compelchildren to
g0 to a place whereé liquor was ill
egally sold to buy their books, The
government should try and uplift
the morals of the people and not do
things to prevent them.

In this city of Fredericton two
leading bookstores werenot vendors,
but instead tue business had been
given to a grocer and a variety deal-
er. He understood the government
had made a three years contract for
their books and he thought that the
mere fact that the vendors would
have alarge amount ofbooks on hand
at the cost of the government when
the contract expired would be a
strong lever for its continuance,

By the audiior-general’s report he
saw that the government had paid
$11,555 for books and np to October
31, had only received some $1,600
back. How was the government to
know that the moneys for the hooks
would be forthcoming from the ven
dors ? There had beeon some protost-
ed checks, ho was informed, and the
governmont was running congider
able risks. When the mattor ¢
to be sized up and sverything taken
into consideration he was bhound to
give his adhesion to the belief that
it would have been

e

cheaper and

better in the end to have had free
school books outright.

He might say for the opposition

that it did notintend to act as a drag
on the work of the house. In all
matters that came before them for
consideration they would not hesi

tate to criticize but it would not be a
carping criticism and where circum

stances would warrant it they would
not hesitate to approve. But there
were some matters of which they
could not approve.

Turning to the highway act, when
that bill was under discussion last
session the opposition made many
suggestions in the interests of good
roads, all of which were turned
down, and the act went out to the
country in the form prepared by the
governmeng. Several times the ques
tion had crossed hismind as to whom
the premier had consulted on that
measure. He saw around him on
bota sides of the house many men in
whose judgment he would have
every confidence on matters pertain-
ing to the highways, particularly
his honorable ifriend, the member for
Queens. He would take his judgment
with pleasure, if left to himself, but
if the red herring of politics had
been drawn across him he would not
trust him a yard away from his lead-
e Ho had been informed that the
act was the work ofa StJohn Jaw
yer, not the attorney-general, tnat
the bill was Ald Baxter’s bill. Was
not the sum total of the kno- ledge
of the various supporters of the gov
ernment sufficient without going to
a St John lawyer ? The bill was any
thing but satisfactory to many of the
governmentsupporters, but they had
been whipped into line and the re.
sult was that when the bill came to
be discussed in the country it came
back to the house again torn, mutil

ated, carved and divided beyond re
cognition. The honorable member
who moved the address spoke in

glowing terms of the act, the crea

tion of the ‘“much ridicule®® and
much derided Hazen government’’ ;
ke (the speaker) did mnot use that

expression as his own, butit pretty
well fitted in with the ideas of the
greater part of the electorate of the
province.

The provincial secretary had stal
ed in CQarleton county during the
period of the last dominion election
that the act would come into force
onJan 1, whereas his leader had
distinctly stated in the house last
gsession that it would unot come into
force before another session, and the

(Continued on eighth pape.)
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