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THE FIRST S00 { 

According tu the time honored 

ceremony the turning of the first sod 

of the Valley Railway was made arn 

important event in tke history of 

the province. The public interest was 

evidenced by the large attendance 
from out of town. The Premier per- 
formed his duty with dignity and 
the whole ceremony was conducted 
with due regard to the usuages which 

attach to turning the first sod. 

Besides Premier Flemming there 

were present representatives of the 

Quebec Contracting Company. Mayor 
Ketehium, J. T. A. Dibblee, H. A. 

es. ’ : 

Premier Flemming spoke of the 

great occasion im which g new line of 

TING ARM 
F THE VALLEY 

RAILWAY HAS BEEN TURNED 
Premier Flemming and Local Nota- 

bles Were Present--Speeches, 
Music, Light Refreshments and 
Ideal Weather Make the Occa- 
sion an Ideal One 

o. 
traffic would be opened up for tha 
people between 5 point rorth ef 
Centreville and 8t. John. It meant 
much for the whole province and he 
was pleased that his eflorts to secure 
steam communication Lad been re 
warded with success. He assured 
those present that the Valley rail- 
way would be built, 
During the afternoon light refresh- 

ments were served. The 67th band 
was in attendance and their fine 
playing was much appreciated. . 
The weather was ideal and the 

affair was carried on smoothly and 
no disorder whatever occurred. Many 

'Bcott of Meduetie ‘made brief, speeeh--of the country people : 
homes after the ceremony, wkilelsome” 
remained for the Convention in the 
evening. 

RICHESON HAS 
PAID PENALTY 

Electrocuted Just After Midnight 
For Murder of Avis Linnel— 
Walked Calmly to Death Chair 

Boston, Mass, May 21 —Clarence Virgil 
Thompson Richeson, the former minister, 
walked calmly to the electric chair in the 
Massachusetts state prison, where he was 
electrocuted at 12.17 o'clock this morning 
for the murder of his former sweetheart. 
Avis Linnel, the pretty young music stud- 
ent, of Hyanris. 

The current was turned on at 12.10.02. 
One application of 1,800 volts, eight amp- 
eres, was'sufficient. He was pronounced 
efficially dead at 12.17. 

Accompanying the condemned man on 
his death march was Rev Herbert S John- 
son, a prominent Baptist clergyman, of 
this city, who has been with Richeson al- 
most constantly during the past few days 
of his life, 

Richeson walked unassisted, and as the 
party, composed of the condemned man, 
his spiritual adviser and the guards, paced 
slowly the last few steps, Rev Mr John- 
son quoted in a low clear voice passages 
from the scripture. 

Richeson entered the death room with- 
out a glance towards the legal witnesses 
who were seated with plain view. Ata 
word from the guards he stepped into the 
chair promptly. 
Rev Mr Johnson asked : “Are you will- 

ing to die for Jesus’ sake?” 
Richeson answered calmly, not a tremor 

in his well-modulated tone: “I am. God 
will take care of my soul and I pray for 
all. 1 forgive everybody.” 
Richeson had no supper, saying that he 

desired none. After eating a little fruit, 
he lighted a cigar, and he was sitting on 
the edge of his cot, apparently enjoying 
his smoke, when Deputy Warden Allan 
entered his cell with the black suit of 
clothes to be worn during the execution. 
Richeson nodded calinly to the deputy but 
said nothing. 

Premier Flemming still regards the St 
John Valley Railway as a political road. 
The tory convention isto be held in Wood- 
stock on the day the first sod is turned. 
That is one way of getting a crowd. The 
people between Centreville and Grand 
Falls, however, have not yet learned why 
there is nothing doing cn their section of 
the line. 

CU MATING FGRE 
The latest official figures of the trade 

between Canada and the United States are 
especially illuminating. For the nine 
months ending with March 31, the United 
States imported from Canada goods to the 
value of $2,359,619 less than during the 
corresponding nine months of the preced- 
ing year. | 

For the nine months ending with March 
31, the United States exported to Canada 
goods to the value of $39,229,877 mor: 
than in the corresponding nine months of 
the preceding year. 
The figures [or the imports of the 

United States from Canada for the nine 
months ending with March, 1911, were 
$77,600,239. For the same period this 
year these imports dropped to $75,240,620. 
On the other hand, the exports of the 

United States to (Canada for the nine 
months of 1911 were $191,336,309. This 
year the exports for the same period 
jumped to $230,566,166! That Is to say, the 
disparity between the American sales to 
Canada and Canadian sales to the United 
States has become more than Forty Mil. 
lion Dollars greater in the past nine months 
than in the same period last year. 
At this rate of progress Canada will 

soon be buying four times as much annu- 
ally from the United States as that coun- 
try is buying from the Dominion. 
Under Reciprocity Canadian farmers, 

fishermen and lumbermen would have had 
free access to the American markets, 
and Canada would have largely increased 
her sales to the United States. There is 
no dispute as to that. Itis admitted by 
the opponents of Reciprocity. Conse- 
quently we should have equalized the 
terms for buying and selling natural, agri- 
cultural and food products across the 
frontier. 

But reciprocity has been defeated. The 
Big Interests refuse to allow the Western 
farmers to sell their wheat across the 
border, and yet at the same time they 
continue to buy raw materials in increas- 
ing quantities from the United States, 
with the result that the “adverse balance” 
of trade which at one time was a perfect 
-nlghtmare to the party in power is bound 
to grow at an alarming rate, 
What are the Flag-Flappers going to 

do about it? 

Quebec has given the Flag-Flappers 

a rude jolt, and after what happened 
in South Renfrew, they can’t help 
feeling that Mr. George E. Foster's 

‘““poison’’ is getting in its deadly 

work, 

left for their 


