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The Story of a Common | many an evening afterwards, when Chang 

China Plate. 

[From an old Magazine. 

The name which common consent 

"was supposed to be miles away, lovers’ 

| voices in that place might be heard amongst 

the orange trees ; and as darkness came 

| on, the huge peonies which grew upon the 

has | fantastic wall had their gorgeous petals 
given to the best kinds of pottery and | shaken off as Chang scrambled through 

porcelain indicates its origin ; and the |. ooo C00 Blossoms. By the assistance 

name China is applied with equal intelli- | of the lady’s handmaid, these interviews 

gibility to the ornaments on the mantel- | were obtained without the knowledge of 

piece, the crockery in the closet, or to] 

that vast empire which stretches from the | 

north to the south of the east coast of | 
Asia. To this country it is probable that | 
we are indebted. for many articles in daily 
use ; and it is certain that the Chinese | 

were acquainted with the use of spectacles | 

and magnifying glasses, gunpowder, and | 

cast-iron, long before the light of civiliza- | 
tion—which arose like the sun in the east, | 
and now fulmiuates in the west—had 
reached our shores, 

Our present .nanufacturers have far out- | 
stripped, in beauty of material, the pot- 

tery of the old Chinese specimens, but 

fashion still gives a preference to Chinese 

patterns and forms. A remarkable in- | 

stance of this preference is to be found in | 

the fact, that the sale of the common blue | 

plate, known as the “ willow-pattern,” 

exceeds that of all the others put together, | 
The name is derived from the figure of | 

the tree which occupies the centre of the | 

plate, and which is intended to represent | 

a willow in the spring, which unfolds its | 

blossoms before its leaves appear. 
Who is there, since the earliest dawn of | 

the intelligent perception, who has not 

inquisitively contemplated the mysterious | 
ficures on the willow-pattern plate ! Who, 

in childish curiosity, has not wondered 
what thuse three persons in dim blue out- | 
line did upon that bridge ; whence they | 

came, and whither they were flying? 

What does the boatman without oars on | 
that white stream? Who people the | 
houses in that island ?—or why do those | 

disproportionate doves forever kiss each | 
other, as if intensely joyful over some | 
good deed done? Who is there through | 
whose mind such thoughts as these have | 

not passed, as he found his eye resting | 

upon the willow-pattern plates where | 
they lay upon the dinner-table, or bright- | 

ly glittered on the cottage plate rail ? | 
The old wiliow-pattern plate! By 

every association, in spite of its want of | 

artistic beauty, it is dear to us, It is | 

mingled with our earliest recollections ; it 

is like the picture of an old friend and 

comyj anion whose portrait we see every- 

where, but of whose likeness we never 

grow weary. Unchanged are its charms, 

whether we view it as a flat oval dish— 

rounded into a cheese-plate—hollowed 

out into a soup-tureen, or contorted into 

the shape of a ladle! Still, in every 

change of form, are the three blue people 

rushing over the bridge ; still the boatman 

sits listless on the stream, and the doves 

are constantly Kissing and fluttering in 
great glorification at the result. 

What it is all about we will presently 
inform the reader, if he will provide him- 
self with an orthodox plate, and go with 
us throngh the following story, which is 

said to be to the Chinese what our “Jack 

the Giant-Killer,” or “ Robinson Crusoe,” 

It is the story of the Willow- 

Pattern Plate. 

On the right-hand side is seen a Chinese 

1s to us. 

house, of unusual extent and magnifi- 
cence. The wealth and resources of the 

owner are indicated by its being of two 
stories in height—a most rare thing in 
China—Dby the existence of out buildings 
at the back, (to the right,) and by the | 
large and rare trees which aie growing 

upon all sides of the main building This 
house belongs to a mandarin of great 
power and influence, who has amassed 

considerable wealth in serving the emper- 
or in a department corresponding to our 

excise, The work, as is the case in other 

places besides China, was performed by an 
active secretary, named Chang, while the | 

business of the waster consisted in receiv- 
ing bribes from the merchants, at whose 

smuggling and illegal traffic he winked in | 

exact proportion as he was paid for it, 
The wife of the mandarin having, how- | 

ever, died suddenly, he requested the em- | 

peror to allow him to retire from his 

arduous duties, and was particularly ur- 
gent in his suit, because the merchants | 
baa begun to talk loudly of the unfair- 
ness and dishonesty of the Chinese manager | 
of the customs. 

The death of his wife was a fortunate 
excuse for the old mandarin, and in ac- 

cordance with his petition, an order sign- | 
ed by the vermillion pencil of his imperial 
majesty the emperor, was issued to a mer- | 

chant who had paid a handsome douceur | 
to his predecessor. 

To the house represented on the plate 
did the mandarin retire, taking with him 
his only daughter, Koong-see, and his | 

secretary Chang, whose services he had | 
retained for a few months in order to put 
his accounts in such array as to bear a 
scrutiny, if, from any unforseen circum- 
stances, he should be called to produce | 

them. When the faithful Chang bad 
completed his duty he was discharged. 
Too late, however !—The youth had seen 

a id loved the mandarin’s daughter. At 
sunset, Koong-see was observed to linger 
with her maid on the steps which led to 
the banquet-room, and as the twilight 
came on, she stole away down the path to 
a distant part of the grounds ; and there 

the fond lovers, on the last evening of 
Chang’s engagement, vowed mutual pro- 
aise of love and constancy. And on 

| she had never seen, 

the old mandarin ; for the lovers well 

knew the hard fashion of the country, and 

that, their stations in life being unequal, 

the father would never consent to the 

union. Chang's merit,, however, was 

known, and the affectionate wishes of the 

young people pictured a time when such 

an obstacle would be removed by his suc- 

cess, They believed as they hoped, and 

the year of their fancy had only two sea- 

| sons—sprivg time and summer, 

By some means, at last, the knowledge 

of one of their interviews came to the old 

man, who, from that time, forbade his 

daughter to go beyond the walls of the 

house ; the youth was commanded to dis- 

continue his visits, upon pain of death ; 

and to prevent his chivalrous courage any 

chance of gratification, he ordered a high 

wall of wood to be built across the path- 

| way from the extremity of the wall to the 
water's edge. (See plate) The lady’s 

handmaid, too, was dismissed, and her 

place supplied by an old domestic, whose 
heart was as withered as her shrivelled 

face. 
To provide for his daughter’s imprison- 

ment, and to enable her to take exercise 
in the fresh air, he also built a suite of 

apartments adjoining his banquet-room, 

and jutting out over the water’s edge, 

| upon terraces, upon which the young lady 
might walk in security. These apartments 
having no exit but through the banquet 
hall, in which the mandarin spent the 
greatest part of his time, and being com- 

pletely surrounded by water, the father 
rested content that he should have no 
further trouble from clandestine meetings. 
As also the windows of his sitting-room 
looked out upon the waters, any attempt 

| at communication by means of a boat 
would be at once seen and frustrated by 

him. To complete the disappointment 
of the lovers, he went still further—he 

betrothed his daughter to a wealthy friend, 

a Ta-jin, or duke of high degree, whom 

The Ta-jin was her 

equal in wealth and in every respect but 

age, which greatly preponderated on the 
gentleman’s side. The nuptials were, as 

usual, determined upon without any con- 

sultation of the lady ; and the wedding 
| was to take place “at the fortunate age of 
| the moon, when the peach-tree should 
blossom in the spring.” The willow tree 

the peach-tree had 
Poor Koong- 

see shuddered at what she called her doom, 

was in blossom then ; 

scarcely formed its buds, 

and feared and trembled as she watched 

the buds of the peach-tree, whose branches 

| grew close to the wa''s of her prison. 

(See plate) 

happy omen ; 

But her heart cheered hy a 

a bird caw and built its 

nest in the corner above her window, 

One day, when she had sat on the nar- 

row terrace for several hours, watching 

the little architect carrying straw and 
feathers to its future home, the shades of 

evening came upon her, and her thoughts 

reverting to interviews that were associat- 
ed with that hour, she did not retire as 

usual, but disconsolately gazed upon the 
waters, Her abstraction was disturbed by 

a half cocoa-nut shell, which was fitted up 
with a miniature sail, and which floated 
gently close to her feet. By the aid of 
her parasol she raised it from the water. 
Her delighted surprise at its contents 
caused her to exclaim aloud in such a 
manner as to brinz the old servant to her 

| side, and nearly to lead to a discovery ; 
but Koong-sec was ready with a plausible 

excuse, and dismissed the woman. As 

soon as she had gone, she anxiously ex- 

amined the little boat, In it she found a 
bead she had given to her lover—a suffici- 

ent evidence from whose hands the little 
boat had come ; Chang had launched it on 
the other side of the water. There was 

also a piece of bamboo paper, and in light 
characters were written some Chinese 

verses, 

The nest yon winged artist builds 
Some robber bird shall tear away ; 

| So yields her hopes the affianced bride, 
The wealthy lord’s reluctant prey. 

“He must have been near me,” she 

murmured, “for he must have seen my 

bird’s nest by the peach-tree.” She read 
OR (== 

The fluttering bird prepares a home, 
In which the spoiler soon shall dwell. 

Forth goes the weeping hride, constrained: 
A hundred cars the triumph swell. 

Mourn for the tiny architect— 
A stronger bird hath ta’en its nest ; 

Mourn for the hapless stolen bride— 
How vain the hope to soothe her breast? 

Koong-see burst into tears, but hearing 
her father approaching, she hid the little 
boat in the folds§of her looserobe. When 
he was gone she read the verses again ; 
and again wept over them. Upon further 
examination she found upon the back 
these words, in the peculiar metaphorical 
style of Oriental poetry :—“ As the boat 
sails to you, so all my thoughts tend to 
the same centre ; but when the willow 

blossoms droop from the bough, and the 
peach-tree unfolds its buds, your faithful 
Chang will sink with the lotus-blooms 
beneath the deep water, There will he 
see the circles of thé “smooth river ‘when 
the willow blossoms fall upon it from the 
bough—broken away like his love from 

its parent stem.” As a sort of a postscript 
was added, “Cast your thoughts upon 
the waters, as I have done, and I shall 

hear your words.” 
Koong-see well understood such meta- 

phorical language, and trembled as she 
thought of Chang’s threat of self-destruc- 
tion. Having no other writing materials, 
she sought her ivory tablets, and with the 
needle she had been using in embroidery, 

she scratched her answer in the same strain 
in which her lover had addressed her. 
This was her reply :—“Do not wise hus- 
bandmen gather the fruits they fear will 
be stolen ? The sunshine lengthens, and 
the vineyard is threatened to be spoiled 
by the hands of strangers. The fruit you 
most prize will be gathered, when the 
willow blossom droops upon the bough.” 
Much doubting, she placed her tablets in 
the little boat, and after the manner of 
her country-women, she placed therein a 
stick of frankincense. When it became 
dark she lighted the frankincense and 
launched the little boat upon the stream. 
The current gradually drew it away, and 
it floated safely till she could trace it no 
longer in the distance, That no accident 
should have overturned the boat or ex- 
tinguished the light, she had been taught 
to believe was a promise of good fortune 

and success ; so with a lighter heart she 
closed her casements and retired to rest. 
Days and weeks passed on, but no more 

little boats appeared ; all intercourse seems 

to have been cat off, and Kong-see began 

to doubt the truth of the'infallible omen. 

The blossom upon the willow tree—for 
she watched it many an hour—seemed 
about to wither, when a circumstance oc- 

curred which gave her additional grounds 

for distrust. 

The old mandarin enteied his danghter’s 
apartment one morning in high good 
humor. In his hands he bore a large box- 
ful of rare jewels, which he said were a 
present from the Ta-jin, or duke, to whom 
he had betrothed her. He congratulated 
her upon her good fortune, and left her 
saying, “that the wealthy man was com- 
ing that day to perform some of the pre- 

liminaries of the wedding, by taking food 

and wine in her father’s house.” Koong- 
see’s hopes all vanished, and she found 
her only relief in tears. Like the netted 
bird, she saw the snare drawing closer and 

closer, but possessed no power to escape 

the toils. 

The duke came, his servants beating 

gongs before him, and shouting out his 

achievements in war, The number of his 

titles was great, and the lanterns on which 
they were inscribed were magnificent. 
Owing to his rank, he was borne in a 

sedan, to which were attached eight bear- 
ers, showing his rank to be that of a vice- 
roy. The old mandarin gave him a suit- 

able reception and dismissed his followers, 
The gentlemen then sat down to the in- 

| troduction feast, according to custom, and 
‘ | many were the © cups of salvation ”” which 

were drank between them, till a last they 

became boisterous in their merriment, 

The noise of revelry and the shoutings of 
the military duke seemed to have attract- 

ed a stranger to the house, who sought 

alms at the banquet-room. His tale being 
unnoticed, he took from the porch an 
outer garment which had been left there 
by one of the servants, and thus disguised, 
he spread the screen across the lower part 
of the banquet-hall ; passing forward, he 
came to Koong-see’s apartment, and in 

another moment the lovers were locked 
in each other’s arms. It was Chang who 
had crosted the banquet-room. He be- 
sought her to fly with him, “for,” said he, 
“the willow blossom already droops upon 
the bough.” She gave him into his hands 
the box of jewels which the duke had that 
day presented to her, and finding that the 
elders were growing sleepy over their cups 
and that the servants were taking the op- 
portunity to get intoxicated elsewhere, 
Koong-see, and Chang stole behind the 
screen—passed the door—descended the 
steps, and gained the foot of the bridge, 
beside the willow-trec. Not till then did 
the old mandarin become sensible of what 
was going on—but he caught a glimpse of 
his daughter in the garden, and raising the 

hue-and-cry staggered out after them him- 

self. 
To represent this part of the story, aie 

the three figures on the bridge. (‘See plate) 
The first is the lady Koong-see carrying a 
distaff, the emblem of virginity; the 

second is Chang, the lover bearing off the 
box of jewels ; and the third is the old 
mandarin, the lady’s father, whose paternal 
authority and rage are supposed to be in- 
dicated by the whip which he bears in his 
hand. As the Chinese artist knows little 
or nothing of perspective, he could not 
plaee the old gentleman—to be seen—in 

any other situation than in the unnatural 
proximity in which we find him. THe 
sketch, simply indicates the flight and the 
pursuit, and is graphic enough for the 
purpose, 

CHAPTER II, 

The old mandarin, tipsy as he was, had 
some difficulty in keeping up the pursuit, 
and Chang and Koong-see eluded him 
without much effort. The Ta-jin fell into 
an impotent rage on hearing what had 
occurred, and so great was his fury, that 
he frothed at the mouth, and well-nigh 
was smothered in his drunken passion. 
Those few of his servants, indeed, who 
were sober enough to have successfully 
pursued the fugitives, were detained to 
attend upon the duke, who was supposed 
to be in a fit, until the lovers had made 
good their escape. 

’ 

Note a few of the many Bargain 
on. The season has been cold and 
large. We have marked everyt 

Ladies’ Fne French Kid Gloves, 

to $1.25. 

gizes. 
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Burdock 
De sake 

BLooD 

BITTERS 
WiLL CURE OR RELIEVE 

BILIOUSNESS, DIZZINESS, 
DYSPEPSIA DROPSY 
INDIGESTION, FLUTTERING 

HAVA PELAS ACIDITY. OF Lo: 

HE RRTEURN 4 DRYNELS ah 
HEADACHE, OF THE SKIN, 
And every species of disease ari. 

from isordered L KIDNEY. 
STOMACH, BOWELS 0k BLOOD. 
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8 we are offering at our SPECIAL MARK DOWN SALE now going 
backward and our stock of Spring and Bummer go is still very 

uyers will find this a splendid opportunity to secure nice Goods at Low Prices. 

former price $1.22, marked down to 89¢. 
Ladies’ Black Kid Gloves, Mosquitaire Cut, 6 and 8 button lengths, former price $1.65, marked down 

Black Silk Warp Henrietta, former price $1.38, marked down to $1.10. 
Fine quality All Wool Black Henrietta, Silk Finish, former price $1.00, marked down to 75c. 
Fine quality All Wool Serges, Doable Width, new summer shades, maked down from 50c to 87jc. 
Shaker Flannel, fagcy stripes, marked down from 83c¢ to 7c. : 
Men’s Fine French Balbriggan Undeashirts and Drawers, former price 75¢, marked down to 50c, all 

D. &. SULLIVAN. 
114 Main Street, MONCTON 

JOHN HANNAH, 
~—MANUFACTURER OF— 

Woven 

Of Different Crades for the Trade only. Warranted not to sag. 
To be bad from all the principal furniture and general dealers in the Maritime Provinces. 

105 CITY ROAD, ST. JOHN, N. B. 22 Repairing promptly done. 
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FARM 
MACHINERY 

AND IMPLEMENTS OF ALL KINDS. 

ROTARY MILLS & SHINGLE MACHINES. 
PIANOS AND ORGANS. 

OF H GEEY 

AND WioopING C2 

RMSTRONG 8 (0. Proprietors. 5; 

First-Class 

TAILORING | 

ESTABLISHMENT 
WATER STREET, 

| 

| 
CHATHAM, N. B., 

| F. O. PETTERSON, -' - PROPRIETOR. | 
| 

| A Fine stock of ¢ pe i. josh hs Cloths to select from kept con- 

tention, and satisfaction guaranteed. 
Orders from a distance will receive prorpt at- 

u—nR9ui | 

| 
| 
| 

il 
ADMINISTRATOR’S 

Real Estate Sale 
There will be sold by public auction on 

the premises, near Weldford Station, Har- 
court, County of Kent, pursuant to a li- 
cense for that purpose granted by the 
Probate Court for the said county on Sat. 
urday the 31st day of October next at 
the hour of ten o’clock in the forenoon, 
the olloving described lands and premises: 
On the north by lands owned by Thomas 
Ingram, on the south by a reserved street 
and lands owned by J. Dorothay, on the 
east by lands owned by said Thomas Ing- 
ram and on the west by the highway road 
or main street running from the Weldford 
Station to the Beckwith road, containing 
sixty feet by ome hundred and fifty feet, 
or one-quarter of an acre more or less, - 
Terms—10 per cent. of purchase money 

at the time of sale and the balance to be 
paid on execution and delivery of deed. 
Harcourt, September 26 A. D. 1891, 

; B. 8. BaivLvy, 
Administrator of the estate of Ge rge R. 

Bailey. 

JAMES BUCKLEY, 

| 

Also in stock—A fine assortmeut of 
Boots and Shoes, Moccasins, Horse Col- 
ars, ete, 

Advertise in The Review. 

d COLDS. fs pC 93 

FAO YEARS IN ust. B. BE. PECK, ic tung Moncton, N.B. 
~ PRICE25"PERBOTTLE 1. 

YTB BARKER % SON acsE 22x Sion) | 

p 'FINEST CANADIAN AND AMERICAN SEWING MACHINES. 
ORE HOUN D AND A NI ZIFOR |} hoe Sais) atigmitng he hi A rim Foes by Machinery. Bring or send me the piece, whether 

COROUP ZH COUGHS | hie ih mihs host anet doah Ui Sfl Sh ti  Bodta Moh 3% 
the patronage of the citizens of Kent Coun ty. 
Agent for FIRE, LIFE and ACCIDENT INSURANCE. 

Telephones—Office, 45 ; Residence: 37 A. 

Millers’ Tanning Extract Co. 
(LIMITED). 

—WORKS AT— 

Millerton and Mortimore, N. B. 
Cable Addresses—** Hypotan,” London ; and ** Miller,” Miramichi. 

A very complete stock of Ceneral Coods, cheap for Cash or Trade, at 

OUR MORTIMORE STORE. 

Change of 
Business. 

GREAT CLEARANCE SALE OF DRY GOODS. 
$20,000 --- WORTH - - - $20,000 

Will be sold at cost, on Goods other than Staples much less than cost, as we mean to of * 
the entire stock. Bargains in everything. The stock is still lete and well selected in all lines. 
Purchasers will save from 15 to 50 per cent. e will sel for only. who have accounts 
are requested to call and settle. le will continue till all is sold. Call early in the day to avoid the 

J FLANAG 
y La TE Tg 

RICHARD SULLIVAN & CO. 5 

Wine and Spirit Merchants, 
| IMPORTERS AND DEALERS IN— 

TEAS, TOBACCOS and CIGARS, 
54 DOCK STREET, ST. JOHN, N. B. 

James D. Irv 
LUMBER OF ALL DESCRIPTIONS 

SHEATHING, WAINSCOTTING, FLOORING, CLAPBOARDS, 

~~ DOOR CASINGS, MOULDINGS, LATHS,
 &C. 

Fi% 5 

Buctouche, N. B., June 22, 1891. 15 
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