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liked of this, He finished transcribing ! 

the order and rose to take Paul’s arm and 

draw him into a corner of the room. 

“how about your call which retained you 
“Well,” he inquired with a joking air, 

| in Madrid ? it strikes me as a lengthy 

| not expect to receive another during the 

But Paul more than ever deplored the 

absence of his friend George. He longed 
to say good-bye to him before marching 
on the enemy, and speak at full length of 

Marguerite. The note left by the auditor 

had not soothed his disquiet and he did 

opening campaign. 

his assassination and all of us remaining 

here, While, if we moved upon Vienna, 

we might get three or four daysin Paris.” 

“My own wish!” sighed Fontenay, 

thinking of—we know whom. 
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terer, but the latter, who did not want to | cheer him for he came out of the mild | Madrid at the door, and in time we might 

know it, contented himself with this | revel with gloomy ideas and a bad head- | have tamed the Spanish.” AT 
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satisfied in his heart. He had grown used THE KEY TO THE SITUATION, Fontenay said not a word ; he thought 

to doing something for his beloved at the 

same time as he served Napoleon. But 

here was the Emperor about to drag him 

to the other end of Spain, far beyond the 

province where she owned the property he 

had sworn to regain for her, and where 

her uncle threatened her prospects. 

Farewell to the chase of the Tio, which | 

he had begun without bringing him to | 

bay, though he had calculated upon re- 

newing it with better success! Farewell 

to the hope of avenging himself for the | 

shot of pistol and blunderbuss. Blas de 

Montalvan, soul of the revolt and head of | 

the guerillas, would certainly not quit the | 

center of the national insurrection to join | 

the British, who had no need of auxiliaries | 

of his kind. He would remain in Aragon 

or in Navarre, unless he continued to con- 

ceal himself in Madrid to direct from there | 

the operations of the bands holding the 

country-side. 

Oh, how Fontenay regretted that be had 

not charged him in the street, sword in 

band, instead of constraining himself to 

“Jogging” himjas any police-officer would 

| in person was advancing to block their 

Lit blindingly upon the soldiers’ faces. 

' afoot, leaning on Berthier’s arm, without 

| any escorting plat oon. 

For six day the French army had been 
marching. They had not encountered the 
British, but at the foot of the Guadarrama 

Mountains, it had met the terrible winter 

of the high level-land of the Castiles 
Notified by the Spanish that the Emperor 

way, the English had fallen back by forced 
marches and nothing had been seen of 

| them but their rear-guard, which the 
French had not been able to overtake, 

It snowed, and the furious gales drove 

Thick ice covered the steep road winding 
down the Sierra’s side. Men fell and the 

horses floundered. 

In advance of his staff, Napoleon strode 

Paul Fontenay had kept his footing, as 
the ever-prescient Tournesol had his 
horses and the lieutenant’s rough-shod ; 
bat Fontenay, if dismounted, would not 

have ventured to shun the fatigue of the 
ascent when the Emperor trudged like the 
meanest camp-follower. 

the captain right, and envied his philoso- 
phy. But it did not depend on him to 

partake of it, as his heart was gone, and 
he did not yearn for this confidant, little 
suited to understand his love. Vergoncey 
did not persist and went off too rejoin the 
staff, soon stopping with the Emperor on 
the culminating point, where a colossal 
lion in granite marked the houndary of 
the two Castiles, Fontenay halted here 
also, but not for long 
At the end of an hour Napoleon re- 

sumed the journey, and the descent, more 
arduous than the ascent only ended with 

night. 

It was worse next day and the following 
ones. The frost was succeeded by rain | 
falling in torrents, The English were in | 
{ull retreat and closely pressed, but they 
were superior in swiftness, and though 
the roads were so precipitous, left behind 
them not a gun, caisson or even a live 
horse. Their cavalry had the order to 
shoot dead any unfit for marching, and to 

prove the order had been fulfilled, they 
had to cut off and send in the foot 
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