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% vie WOODEN BUTTER DISHES “All right ; 

lots in the billiard-room,” he said, “ but it 

is such a way off. I brought some here. 

I know I put them down here ’—over- 

and peering behind 
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then we'll walk,” cried 

Gilbert, giving in at once, with the utmost turning papers, 
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If he had, he was not permitted to think said Major Gilbert, producing the hand- 

some silver cigar-case wherewith Rosa- 

mund had endowed him in the early and 

palmy days of their engagement. They | 

were moving towards the door as he spoke, | 

and he looked at it for a moment tenderly, | 

and, 2s he thought, unperceived. “Ihave 

some rather good ones here,” and he 

handed the case to each. 

“[ know them,” said Hartland joyfully 

so long. 
“Surely I need not be such a bugbesr 

to you all! Surely this need not have been 

made such a fuss about, and such a busi- 

ness of 1” cried Rosamund, in a high, 

sharp voice. “It is perfectly ridiculous 

for us all to be planning and discussing a 

mere nothing, as if it were a matter of 

life and death ’—drumming impatiently 
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greatly honored if you will accept them.” 

“ You may be quite sure I shan’t refuse 

them. I say, how good of yor! I shall 

look forward every hour till that box ar- 

vives,  Thasks awfully.” (Then he 

turned away with almost a groan. Allon 

the surface so smooth and fair, but be- 

neath—what next /—what next 7) 

Poor Rosamund, whom to blame or pity 

most we know not, but whese state of | 

mind did not certainly render her the most | 

agreeable companion in the world at this 

period, did not long enjoy the relief afford- 

ed by a general discovery of this fact. 

not be required to stay on here for ever. 

Here are Hartland and Mr. Stoneby to 

watch Major Gilbert eating his luncheon, 

and it"seems years since we had ours!” 

“My dear child !” 

Even Lady Julia was shocked. 

“Dear Rosamund, you—you forget 

yourself,” she murmured, for Rosamund 

had already pushed vack her chair. “My 

dear child — dear love, do remember.” 

Then louder, “ No, Major Gilbert, pray 

don,t hurry—pray do not think you are 

keeping us here. Indeed none of us wish 

to go in the least; it is only that dear 
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feel it myself; and the weather is un- 

seasonable, altogether unseasonable for 

November,” 

“1 have been wanting particularly to 

see’ you, Gilbert, added Hartland, doing 

his part next. “1 am making some 

alterations in the stables, and the builder | 

is to be over this afternoon ; so it is quite 

a piece of luck your being here at the 

same time. 1 bad almost written asking 

you to meet him, but I let the post-time 

slip by.” 

“ And I too should have written,” put 

in Jack Stoneby, who had only waited till 

the others had done, and who, as he was 

sitting next the major, could say his say 

without being obtrusive. “I received 

your note this morning, and I cannot tell | the tumult of the storm has subsided,— 

how to thank yon enough. Your | thought was all but suspended, pain quite, 

generosity she had nearly sunk into a slumber, peace- | 

Gilbert kicked his foot beneath the | ful and sweet as an infant’s, from sheer 

table. He did not know that his generosity | exhaustion of mind and body
 when, 

had been already proclaimed. and as it seemed with a deafening and 

All who could had now done their best | vdivus clamour, an incomprehensible, | 

towards atoning for Rosamund’s insolent | cruel uproar, she was all in a moment re- | 

assault, and her heart swelled with resent- | called to the present scene, and to the | 

entrance of Eleauour, Violet and Amy | 

Waterfield, who were walking up the | 
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be unfeeling, ungrateful, and rude, if she 

pleased, towards her lover? Gilbert was 

hers—not theirs, Surely she might do as | 

she would with her own ; and all that she | 

had done and suffered on his behalf rose 

up as usual to justity her. She now 

longed to break away from the scene, the 

hateful roomy and the hateful company, to 

rush forth to solitude and passion, un- 

restraint and misery. 

Strange to say, the three Gilberts were 

the ones with whom she was in her heart | 

least at war. On her aunt and Hartland 

and the Stonebys—ail of whom she per- | 

ceived ‘to be watchful and anxious—on | 

these she could pour the full vials of her 

wrath, The poor Gilberts—they were as 

harmless as doves—they alone did not 

molest her ; they were satisfied and un- | 

suspicious, and, in consequence, to be 

borne ; but she saw that Lady Julia was | 

aroused, she fancied the Siomebys on the 

alert, and she knew that Hartland knew ; | 

they were one and all intolerable. 

" he dogeart, the pony-chaise, anything | 

would be better than that solemn, round | 

table, surrounded by those many pairs of 

curious eyes, which were now turned on 

roulu. 

Waterfields, now! Waterfields at this 

most unfortunate, most miserable junc- 

ture ! 

unhappy Rosamund. She had dreaded 

their return, and wished the first meeting 

carry it off bravely ; but that they should 

deed. 
She had known very well how they felt 

about her engagement ; the letters bad 

been exactly what she had expected. 

They had hoped she would “be very 

happy,” and had been sure Major Gilbert 

“ was very fortunate,” and she had tossed 

sponded in set terms, which had been 

on their part. 

ever-increasing repugnance towards break- 

ing it. To have it broken thus! To have 

this added to all that had gone before ! 

(TO BE CONTINUED.) 
aa 

Tug Pain-KiLLer.—We have known 

her, now on her lover, and now on the : sp 
| the high character of this medicine and 

plates before them. It needed that she | SS ¢ 4 

clasped her hot, trembling hands closely 

on her lap, that she held her breath and 

set her teeth tight within her closed lips, 

to prevent further exposure and defeat. 

That she could not bear. 

It seemed now as if the hostess would 

never rise; and as, indeed, Lady Julia 

would have set on till midnight to undo 

her niece’s wmisdemeanour, she was now 

glued to her chair, thankful as she would 

have been—almost as thankful as any one 

—to quit it. Wild with vexation, the 

author of her own discomfiture had ac- 

cordingly to endure prolonged punish- 

ment ; while Gilbert, who had been uu- 

able to help feeling hurt, and had gently 

enough charged her with un easonableness 

in his own mind, was being comforted and 

solaced. 8 

Under such treatment he could not but 

recover, and though he had just sufficient 

feeling on the point to cut short his weal, 

and refuse cheese and biscuits, and some 

young, crisp and juicy celery, of which | 

vegetable he was particularly fond, he was | 

himself again by the time he had finished. | 

“She should not have snubbed me so 

that it is used with great success and s
atis 

factiun in our very best families, It 1s 

in heathen lands, where they use it more 

than all else together for the diseases th
at 

abound in those warm climates. It should 

ness for sudden attacks of sickness. 2c. 

per large bottle. 
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well over, and had wound herself up to 

have her thus at vantage was unfair in- | 
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