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CHAPTER XVI.-~Continued.
l THE REACTION BEGINS, the drawn-down blinds, and construed a

| No one ever hinted that Lady Carolina’s | general sense of misery and discomfort
“untimely end had any connection with her | into grief fora mother whom otherwise

" daughter’s engagement, although news of | they would hardly have missed.

! the two events got abrode at the same | In sorrow far more real herself, their
1

|

time. Tt was not to be supposed that her | tender-hearted aunt would fain have
austere nature could have been seriously i sought to cheer and comfort, but un-
| disturbed by ordinary emotions ; and that ! fortunately she had ‘taken a severe cold
" emotions extraordinary had been induced | almost immediately after her installation

was of course a seeret confined to the initi- | at King’s Common, lost her voice, and
"ated few. But even the home circle at | een finally obliged to keep to bed. Never

King's Common, and the two who were | Was a good soui mote ashamed of herself ;
and although far from being the useless

"almost a part of it at the Abbey-—even
these, who had been witnesses of her dis-
comfiture, and ‘' had marked its rise and | self, it is certain that the reed on which
progress, were unaware of the depths to | Hartland had meant his young cousin to
which the iron had entered the proud 1 lean, was for the nonce a broken one.

- woman’s soul. - There was now no one to do anything for

They were now ready to feel sure that i anybody.

she had been failing for some time past,| * [ never saw more unfortunate small
and one could adduce one little instance, | fry,” thought Gilbert, to himself, *‘It is
one another, which had not been noticed | too bad that no one does a thing to
at the time, but which, in the new light - sprighten them up ; and though they have
thrown upon everything, started to mem- | been bullied and trodden down all their
ory, and gave saupport to the welcome | lives by a woman who ought never to have
supposition, Lady Julia was happily been a mother at all, they are taught now

' positive that her poor dear suffering sister | to look as if it would be a sin ever to smile
had been mizjudged thraughout her life by = again because she is gone.”
reason of the infirmities caused by this se- “ Let’s have the children down,” said he
eret malady ; while Rosamund was cqual.  to Rosamund, suddenly.

lv fortunate in her divination that her | “Down ! exclaimed she in surprise.
mother’s attitude towards Major Gilbert | * Where I

had been the outcome of thissame intern- “Here, in the drawing-room, I dare-
al martyrdom. It had chafed her spirit | say they are feeling bad, and it was hard
and blinded her vision, causing her to look  on them to be hustled out of sight the
upon everything and everybody with moment we came home from the funeral.

Let’s all sit round the fire and tell stories, |

L and chirp the poor things up a bit.”

Poor mamma ! And Lady
Caroline was forgiven and compassionated,
and reverently made allowange tor on all
hands, | ferently ! "She tried to think it was kind

Gilbert alone in his heart knew better. | and thoughtful ; but as it now stued, it
As soon as the first softening influences of  seemed almost a profanation of the day.
the shock had passed away, and he could “ He never liked poor mamma,” she said |
dispassionately look the catastrophe in the to herself. “ But still Frederick shou]d
face, the instinctive convictiongained upon hardly have talked of ‘the funeral’ i
him that deep-seated mortification, a sense | that tone to me.
of defeat, tronble, and wrath which could mean it. I am sure he did not know how
find no outlet, had hastened her ladyvship’s ' it sounded ; but—I wish he had not.”
demise. The force and weight and hope- “Well, shall [ go and fetch them " in-
¢ lessness of the evil had beem more than | quired he, innocently.
that proud and stubborn spirit could bear ; Rosamund hesitated.
nd debarred from every seurce of con-  time for being in the drawing-room. 1
sulation, and consumed with & bitterness | think perhaps Miss Penrose would be sux-
of disappoiniment of which the world | prised by their being sent for now.”
“Surprised ! Yon don’t mean to say
they are doing their lessons! By Jove !’
“Certainly not,” said Ressmund quick-
ly, while a gleam of displeasure shot from

jaundiced eves,

must perceive nothing, the moment had
been too favorable for an insidious malady
pot to seize upou for an attack, beueath
which she had sunk unresistingly.

Thus, while Lady Julis, Hartland, Rosa- | her eve. “ How counld you sappose it ?”
mund, anl all who were charitably dis- “1 did mot suppose it; I thought it |
posed towards the dead, atiributed her hardly credible ; but I mustsay I have
mental an! spiritual shortcomings to & seen so much that has astonished me about |
phtysical canse, Gilbert chang.d vour mother’s ways with the chiidren |
¢;and Gilbert was in the "
was—it had been—as he

the orde:
§

of preceden

Tig 1 i1

“ Frederick !

He hastened to apologise.
*To think that she shounld actually have ignorance, of ceurse, Rosamund. Why,

gone and died out of spite! Upon my how is it likely I should know? 1 have

word,” quoih hejto himself, a- he sat with mnever been in the way of youngsters. 1
lugubrions visage in & mourning-coach— daresay I should have spoilt them awfully

if 1 had.”

“] am sure you would,” rejoined she,
only haif appeased “ And of course you
happy in his demeanour nor observations cannot understand. Children have to be
as be might have been that dav. Up till subject to rules and hours. It was the
ben he had got on very well . but the same with me when 1 was under Miss
funeral over, his spirits rose, and do what Penrgse ; no one ever said I was hardly
e wounld, he continually forgo: net to be dealt with.”

it of her ’
it 1= ot
to be wondered at that he was not gaite sc

“upon my word, we areall gu
And such being his ruminatio:

cheerful, nor te move about with teo brisk
guoth he, jocularly. “As Miss

Now, to the useful Rosamund, with all Rosamund Liscard had her tail eut short,
the redundaney of wigorous life glowing eo must Miss Catherine and Miss Dolly,
But come,
héd ever met, was, from the very faet of Why shovld the
its being the first, gigantic in 1ts wagnitude poor things not have better times now

-

a Eleg tails,”

in her velns, this first great check wihich 1t  and all the rest of the misses.
I don’t altogether see it.

of 115 proportions
“Oh, don’t,” exclaimed Rosamund, as
if he had stung ber.
It was but a listle thing : but he was

We grow on casier terms with serrow
as we advance in years.

But 1o the very young, the presebige of
a first death is in iself a fearful apd ap-
palling thing ; and when, through the ad- things.
vent of the grim destroyer, the rulingspirit  thus.

The fire had beep hot at his back, as the
three sat at diuner—ue, she, and his future
father-in-law. By the side of the fendes
of daily life, there dsapt there stood a little screen, one of Lady

of the ;.:iau: is Jaid low, and the dprevo.
cable deed makes tself felt in all that is
salC and done, and i every circumstance,
Lowever slhight,
1o be an exaggeration of the wavife-gation  Caroline’s own peculiar little comforts,
of woe, & feeling as 1f it were hardly zight which had invariably bLeen degwo opt be.
W wwove, 1o sur, 10 oceupy the deeary tween her ladyship’s chair and the five-
book unless place. It had mow leev left fulded

Levelrcutiy,

Lours in any way, 1o open a
1t be a devout one, or broach 2 topic uu-
less it have referenee 1o the passing sgene. | it, until Gilbert, all snwittingly, had risen,

Acgordingiy, tis

formula.

up 1o the prescribed Catherine,  his seat,
who was by nature proue to display, flows
ished Ler black-edged bhandkerchief, drew  but bad cxperienced a glow of shawe, au
abd set- which was, alas | 10
tled with herself that specch of every kind  prove but the daint furarunner of wap)
was unbecvsning. Dolly, who was of 80  sueh,
what her No one bad ever expected drow the bold |

devgmingtion soldier refined pero ytiubt oy qui&;}' Bl
“blubbered ” gt  bilivies ; M Rosswmund had been asked, she
would probably bave sswoed thet |
pocially @ weal-times—being  noted whethy Le possessed thew or not was g
thereto by an extes peformance of her Wt of A‘“A;ﬁ“"'““‘ ty br—hut v the

preseut glrcumstarces he was certaiul

uuimJM , Bilge 1o one sould ’m?l }uu 7]
less how 10 adapt biaeM 1 thew,

He now procecded o Ylunder op,

(20 BE coppixvEp, |

U»k DK‘}UA?D‘M#)V)&“Y ’
Gieat Plod and Nerve B.cmui)f

down the goruers of ber wouth, undefined sclsativl

pther would, casily aflveted Lo
brother-like,
“blubbering,” bhaviug
every poiut of the proceeding: BoLe £5-

wIollers,

-Was Bow able, from
h‘)lhil}l.

sister’s haudkeichief
shcer weekhes:, L0 1all  Leais 8l
The Little ones ;Aaluidi:_\ 101)‘}*’&1‘ this lbw‘i
thus given ; were Juore usbappy in their
euforced hyh‘la\ than Li.t) Led ever besn
; hated the dark bouse pud = 7.,

WL Ml L‘J M

burden, by which term she reproached her- i

IS THE BEST BLACK POWDER MADE. THE BRANDS' ARE
HAZARD'S INDIAN RIFLE POWDE
HAZARD'S SEA SHOOTING POWDER
© HAZARD'S DUCK SHOOTING POW DE

HAZARD'S ELECTRIC POWDE
' - HAZARD'S TRAP POWDER.

s Ao 435 .t

W. H. THORNE & OO

MARKET SQUARE, Vi
ST. JOHN, N. B, ‘1{-,’ :

RICHARD SULLIVAN & CO.

~WHOLESALE-—

Wine and Spirit Merchants,
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I guarantee that ne mothe will appear in my work.

if he hai only put the suggestion dif- |

I daresay he did not |

“ It is not their |

=it is my |

“The old story of the foxes and their

alway: saving, always deing such like little '
The uight before e had buet her |

No oue bad dreawed of using |

. poor child, and indeed spread the leaf as he bad oflen secen it |
all the poor children, did their best to aet spread upon the hearth-rug, aud resumed |

She had said nothing, could say nothing ; |
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