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They gave her the babe and she looked o X
upon its dark eyes and said :

W o e it

ERIC Bmcumss

b

| the witchwoman brought forth a girl-child
and men wondered who was its father, for

/ ——
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CHAPTER 1.
HOW ASMUND THE PRIEST FOUND GROA |
THE WITCH,

There lived a man in the south,
Thangbrand, Wilibald’s son, preached the
White Christ in lceland.
Eric Brighteyes, Thorgrimnr’s son, and in
those days there was no man like ham for
for in all
But he was

strength, beauty and daring,
these things he was the first,
wot the first in good luck,
Two women lived in the south, not far
the Westman Islands stand

Gudruda the

from where

above the sea, Fair was the
pame of the one, and Swanhild,
Fatherless,

“hey

Groa’sdanghter, was the otner,
halt

them

were deters, and there were

hike

were the fairest of all women,

in those days, for they

though they

Y ON¢

had nothing in common except their blood
and hate,

Now of Erie Brighteves, of Gudrada the
Fair. and of Swanhild the Fatherless, there
tell,
fair women saw the light in
But Eru

was their elder by five vears

¥¢ a tale to
Those twi

3 )

the self-same howu Brighteyes
The father
I]c ‘l.’](!

- but in fighting with

of Eric was Thorgrimur [ron-toe

’\N‘l: " HHL’“.\ man

a Baresark, wh fel upon him as he cani

an from sowing his wheat, his foet was

hewn from bhim, s that afterward he went

ipon & wooden leg shod with iron Still,
Baresark, sta).ding on one leg

that
Thor

N]t W e

1 1
and leaning against a rock, and fol

himi muach

grimur was a wealthy yeoman,

wrath. just, and nel frrends Somi

what late 1 ¢ took to wite Saevuna,

Thorod’ ~ﬁ;xili__"l‘1«'| She was the best of

womoen. strong in mind, and second-Sighted

and she could cover herself inu her han

nevel loved each o her ved
!'Hl. ]‘XY" Ol x‘ 1da., l"."(

,\‘u WViuna wWas

But these two
mu '\.. .»"-E ”‘!'\

who was born whe well o1
il Veal

‘!‘b“ father

» 1» . .
Asmundson. the 'ries

Asmun
of Middalhof H«

of al

f_Gudruda was

was the wicest and the wealthiest

men wi ved in the south of leeland

those davs, owning many larms, and, aiso,

tw ships merchandise and one long

shin of war. and having much money ont

H(ﬁ had

viking’s work, robbing the Eng

al Interest WOl

and black ta'‘es
his vouth on the sea, for he was a = e
hand "’
man, with i
mMOreOover, wa vel skl { nia

aw . 1OV mol T | al Was
feared of all Nt ! had may frienas
10T &as he a

nad 1n marriage udal 14, U "-n...f"

exX | 0 WOl Il beaut rlddrud

IH‘N‘ was,
‘ that the child was hig, and it is certain that

called the !

should bear a bairn of his, howsoever fair
Nevertheless, it was still said

he Joved it as a man loves hisown ; but of
"all things this is the hardest to know,

before | W hen Groa was questioned she laughed

darkly, as was her fashion, and said that

He was named | she knew nothing of it, never having seen

the face of the child’s th('l‘, who rose out
of the sea at night, And for this canse
some thought him to have been a wizard
or the wraith of her dead husband ;
others eaid that Grea lied, as many women
have done on But of all
this talk the child alone remained and she
was named Swanhild,

Now. but an hour before the c¢hild of

such matters,

but |

|

Gudruda the Geutle was born, Asmuna

went up frow his house to the Temple, to

. tend the holy fire that burned night and

day upon the altar, When he had tended
the fire he sat down upon the eross-henches
before the shrine, and, gazing on the image
of the Goddess Freva. he
dreamed a very evil dream,

fell asleep and

that Gudruda the Gent'e
bore a dove most beauntiful to see, for all
but that Groa
he Witch bore a golden snake  Anrd the
snake the dove dwelt 1«\gc-!hrl‘.
ever the snake sought to slay the dove
At length
dving over Coldback Fell, and

He dreamed
its feathers were of silver ;
and

:iill‘\

there came a great white swan

its tongue

was a sharp sword, Now the swan saw
the dove and loved it, and the dove loved
the swan : bnt the snake reared itself, and
hissed, Hh(l\wll;_’]‘l to kill the dove But
the swan covered her with his wings, and
beat the snake away Then he, Asmund.
came ont and drove away the swan, as the

swan had driver the snake. a d 1t wheeled

high into the air and flew south, and the
snake swam awav also through the sea
But the dove drooped and unow 1t was
blind. Then an eagic came from the nort!
and would have taken the dove, but 1t fied
round and round. erving, and always th

eagle irew neater to it At length. fron
the south the swan came back, flving
heavily, and aboutats neck was twined the
golden snake, and with 11 came a ravel

And it saw the eagle and lound it trumpet.
ed. and shook the snake fron it 80 that 1t
fell hke a gleam of gold into the sea
Then the eagle and the swan met in battle,

and the swan drove the eagle down and
broke it with his wings, and, flving to the
dove. comforted it. But those in the
house ran out and shot at the swan witl
bows and drove awayv but now he,
Asmund, was with then And onet
more the dove drooped Again the sWa)
came back. and with 1t the raven, and
grea hos cgathered acainst them, an
among thews, all Aswund’s kith and kn
and the men of his guarter ana some o
his presthood, and many whom he d1d nol
know by fac Aud the swan flew a
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—and, losing, thou shalt find again.”

Now, it is «aid that, as she spoke these
words, her face grew bright as a spirit’s,
and, having spoken them, she fell back
dead. And they laid her in earth, but
Asmund mourned her much,

But, when all was over and done, the
dream that he had dreamed lay heavy on
him. Now of all diviners of dreams Groa
was the most gkilled, and when Gudruda
had been in earth seven full days, Asmund
went to Groa, though doubtfully, because
of hiz oath,

He came to the house and entered. On

a couch in the chamber lay Groa, and her |
babe was on her breast and she was very |

fair te see,

“ (ireeting, lord !’ she said. “ What
wouldst thou here 7

“1 have dreamed a dream, and thou
read it.”’
is as« it may be,
“It is wrae that | have some
dreams. A4 the least 1 will hear it,”

Then be unfolded it to her every word,

b4 J

“That she answered,

“ What wilt thou give me if I read thy |

111‘.*.’("] b .\\lt' smd.

“What Adost thou ask ! Methinks {
have given thee mueh.”
“ Yea. iord.” and the looked at the babe

“1 ask buta little thing :
that thou shalt take this bairn in thy arms,

unon her hreast

pour water over it and name iv.”
“ Men will talk if T do this, for 1t
father’s part.”’

& the

talk

thou

“1t is a little thing what men say :
the
give them the lic in the ehild’s name
shall be Swanhild the Fatherless

Nevertheless that Pay it 1
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for 1
is my price,
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Then

reading of thy dream, else

at fanlt ;. The silver dove is thy daughter

Gudruca, the golden snake, is my daugh-

ter Swanhild. and these tweo shall hate on
the othex
But

shall love, and,

other.
whom both

and strive against each
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if he love not hnih. yel he
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will
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“n&clo PLASTER

IT WILL DISPEL THE PAIN LIKE MAGIC.
For SALE AT Suorts Drua STORE.
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t We have received a

Carload of Seeds

 Consisting of  Red, Red, Alsike, |
;\\lmo Lucerne and  Trefoil Clover,
|

‘lﬂ‘ e

| Timothy, and Red Top Grass,
Barley, Pease, Tares, Oats, Beans, Onion
| Setts, and a full supply of Garden Seeds,
which will be sold low for cash.

Members of Kingston Agricaltural So-

ciety allowed a disconnt as uenal.

J & T JARDINE

SEEDS

Temperance
and General

LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY,

OF NORTH AMERICA,

.Mm‘pmnhu hy Spee wal Act of the Par
vment of Canad da.

Heap Orrrors—TORONTO,
don. Oro. W. Ross, Minister of Educa-
lmn President.
H BuAKE,
RoB1. \hh‘«\ EsqQ.,

Guarantee Fund {ih\ﬂ.t\\\.
Deposited with the Nominion Govern
ment for the security >f Policy Holdere
£50,000.
H. o

€. R. Macuum, Manager
Provinces, St. Joun, N. B

M Agonts want ed.
(IS!

The susear iher invites attention to his large and

JABAD TE
well-sssorted stock of

HARDWARE,
[ron, Steel, Nails,

WNWINDOW GLASS,

*RINTS, CILS & “VARNISHES

—ALSO—

Silverware, Glassware,

LAMPS, ETC.. ETC.

PRICE S LOW !
GEORGE STUTHIRT

WATEER STREET. CH
aug228su

SHORTS
SARSAPARILLA
PURiFlS THE BLOCD.

"! I\

dox. 2 Vice-Presidents,

JRLAND, Manager.

2y
AJ}:I'.‘ 4y, I

J’x cOn sd ““

"jl"Hd~'lj&'

12

P 1Y
LIIE LAt TWelve

sLr g reconimen-
Those WhHO navé
tify to 1te great merits
for Prriryine tHE Broop, CLEAN-
INVigorATING AND RENEW-
ING THE DYSTEM

During the BSprin Months
“ SHORT'S BARSAPARILLA”

will be for €8 e valuable.

auying Vears

L
Lilt FESE 0P

1o

used 1T 1es

g I

Aaliolr

Y AR

c1aliy
Price 90c¢. per Bottle.

e < »
Three Boutics $1.26.

YREPARED BY

CHARLES SHORY.

8T. JOHN, N. B

-
}‘ W DA M

j{,ﬁ,’ljlzl A{,"~l,' :)\'

W. W. SHORT
Fire lusurance Agensy.

. : for 2 114 - :
i il U A2l i !-J.;n;..,' Hlal -

paliles

M.PhRIAL

OF LOXNDBON. FRGILARND.

ETKE ARD HARTFORD,

GF HARSFORD, CONN,

J. D. PHINNEY.

SEEDS

for Maritime |

LAND PLASTER. IMPERIAL SUPERPHOSPHATE.

POTATO
PHOSPHATE. BONE MEAL.

REFRIGERATORS. ICE CREAM FREEZERS. WINDOW SECREENS,
GREEN SCREEN WIRE CLOTE, SPRING HINGES,

LEADER BARB:L CHURNS., OYLINDER CHURNS., CREAMERS.
NAMELED PRESERVE KETTLES.

|

| GARDEN HOSE.  FIRE DEPARTMENT HOSE,
| ' H REELS,

| MARLIN

| FISHING TACKLE RIFLES,
| CLAY Pl DGEONS,
CORDAGE, LATH éam

MILL HOSE.
HAZARD'S POWDER.

TRAPS,
BINDER TWINES.

SHINGLE TIES.
| ARRED HEMP ROPE.
|, THR GENUINE BISSEL'S GRAND RAPID CARPET SWEEPERS.
| THE LAWTON SAW €0.'8 OELE%%ATED GANG AND CILCULAR
B K

a RED STRIP RUBBER BELTING.,  EXTRA LEATHER BELTIN(}

‘W. H. THORNE & CO,

MARKET  SQUARE, 4
ST. JOIN, N |

MANCHESTER,
ROBERTSON
| & ALLISON,

'WHOLESALE DRY GOODS & MILLINERY,
CARPETS, OILCLOTHS & KOUSEFURNISHING

27 and 29 King Street,

Bl . G N DN R
RICHARD SULLIVAN & CO.

“—WHOLESALE—

|
!
l
i

Wine and Spirit Merchants,

~—IMPORTERS AND DEALERS IN--

TEAS, TOBACCOS and CIGARS
44 & 46 DOCK STREET, ST. JOHN, N. B.

Bonded Warechouse No. 8.

J. H . CARNALL

Taxidermist and Naturalist,

08 King Street, (up stairs) 8t. John, N. B.

Rirds and Animals mounted in she best style of the art.

M noge and Caribon Heads mounted in the best style,

Purs of all kinds dressed. Good eoileetion on hand for sale
Skins tanned and made into mats,

Rare birds bought and fair - rices paid. Aretic Owls partieuns
lariy required.

1 guarantee that ne moths will appear in my work.

IN STOCK AND BOUGHT TO ARRIVE:
1 car Choice Barbados Molasses. 1 car Roller & Standard Oatmeal
5 cars Flour—Verbena (Manitoba patent) Pearl, Sunbeam, Peoplet
and White Star.
1 car Eastern Herring. 1 car Med. & Hand-picked Beane
1 car Salt, tactory filled and coarse. 3 cars Sugar, granulated and Ye)
1 cask Cream Tartar. low.

75 Choice Cheese. 125 half chests Tea.
50 drums Bi-Carb. Soda. 10 bbls. Washing Soda.
Also, Chase & Sanborn’s Coffees, Morton’s, Stephen’s & Lazenby’s
Mixed Pickles, Seaps, Spices, Vinegars, Confectionery, ete.
FOR SALE LOW,

F. P. REID & CO., - - MONCTON, N. B.

Henry O'Leary,

DRY GOODS, GROCERIES,
HARDWARE, BOOTS & SHOES,

Dry and Pickled FISH,

SALT inBulk and in Bags always on Hand, and Sold
VYery Low for Cash.

s@CALL AND SEE OUR BTOCK EEFORE EU Ll G E SEWHERE,

o

LEMONT N SAVOY,
BUCTOUCHE, N. B. ’

Having opened 2 Tiveware Establishwent in the store lately ve-
cupied by Jolw A. brving, 1 aw prepared Lo supply goods in the Tinware
line at lowest cash prices. Re pamw in all je branches sttended to with
prowpluess a"d A:»pbwh I will also keep in stock a nice assortment of

STOVES AND FITTINGS,

BAVOY, » BUCTOUCHE, N, B.

CLEMONT N

e ane

FIRST-CLARE

.””

TAILORING ESTAELIGHMENT,

Waser Bexees, CHATHAM. F¥.0. PETI'TERSBON, Propsisiok.

A Fine Btock of Cioths 1o select from Ltl,l t-,)n-luull_) ol band,

Orders from adistance will yecelye lnulupl wlicpiiup, g d salls ““”"“h““h‘uh‘hd

W QUINSLER

~ MANUFACTURER OF —
SAUSA /?'/’4'5, /I/’JA /)I I//’ Lb’l’;, /H’ lit/ /.'4‘ i b’/UA //4
BOLOGNAS, J.ARD, K10, K0

Portland Bridge, - 8t. John, N. B.

My Orders from s distance varefully and prowptly atlepded o,
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