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ERIC BRIGHTEYES.

“ [t was nothing, Gvdruda, but a vision |
of the snow—an untimely dream that
comes before the sleep. 1 grow cold and
my eyes are heavy ; kiss me once again.”

“It was no dream, Eric, and ever I doubt :
me of Swanhild, for I think she loves thee l

her feet and called. A maun’s voice
answered :

“Who passes there ?”

“I, Gudruda, Asmund’s danghter.”
| The form came nearer ; now Swanhild

" could hear the snorting of a horse, and
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; was Eric Brighteyes, ' Gudruda, laying her snow-cold lips on his ’ ltWill ce e REFRIGERATORS. I1CE CREAi[ FREEZERS WiNDOW SORSENE

CHAPTER 1l.—Continued.

“Things must be
rede :

“1s it thou indeed, Gudruda !” he said | lips. “Oh, Eric, awake! awake! See,
with a langh, and his great shape showed ' the snow is done,”’

as they are fated. This now i my ' darkly on the snow mist, He stumbled to his feet and looked
Asmund would turn Gudruda’s beauty to | “Oh, is it thou, Eric?”’ she answered. | forth. Lo! out across the sky flared the
account, and that man must be rich in | “I was never move joyed to see thee ; for | wild Nerthern fires, throwing light upon
of a truth thou dost come in a good hour. the darkness.

A little while and 1 had seen thee no more “ Now it seems that I know the land,”

for my eyes grow heavy with the death- | said Eric. “Look, yonder are Golden
sleep.” | Falls, though we did not hear them be-

. “Nay, say not so. Art lost, then?| cause of the snow ; and there, out at sea, SEED S THE GENUINE BISSEL’S GRAND RAPID CARPET SWEEPERS.
Why, so am I I came out to seek three | Ioom the Westmans ; and that dark thing 2 THE LAWTON SAW CO.'S CELEBRATED GANG AND CILCULAR
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is the Temple Hof, and behind it stands g .

| the stead. We are saved, Gudruda, and RED STRIP RUBBER BELTING.

| thus far indeed thou wast fey. Now rise
| ere thy limbs stiffen, and 1 will set theeon

Yea, there is place | the hotse, if hestill can run, and lead thee
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friends and money who gets her to  wife,
and in this matter the mind of Bjorn is as
the mind of hs father. Now we will
watch, and, when a good time chances, we
will bear tales of Gudruda to Asmund and
to her brother Bjorn, and swear that she
oversteps her modesty with Erie. Then
ghall Asmund be wroth and drive Eric
from Gudruda’s side, Meanwhile, T will
do this: In the north there dwells a man
mighty in all things and blown up with
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CORDAGE,

BINDER TWINES,

horses that are strayed, and was overtaken |
by the snow. May vhey dwell in Odin’s
stables, for they have led me to thee. Art |
thou cold, Gudruda ?”
“But a little, Eric.
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pride. He is named Ospakar Blacktooth, | for thee here on the rock.” ' down to Middalhof before the witchlights ) b ) MARKP r]‘ ',_.." ,
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' ness had Jeft her, But still the snow fell| Now he led Gudruda to the horse—that | Timothy, and Red Top Grass.

thick, | seeing its master, snorted and shook the
“Jt comes into my mind that we two | snow from its coat, for it was not frozen
shall die here,”’ said Gudruda, presently, | —and set her on the saddle, and put his
“Thinkest thou so?” he answered. arm about her waist, and they passed

in leeland. Now, it is in my mind to
send Koll the Half-witted, my thrall,
whom Asmund gave to me, to Ospakar as
though by chance. He is a great talker
and very elever, for in his half-wits 18 more |
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Setts, and a full supply of Garden Seeds,
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And

cunning than in the brains of most ; and |
he shall so bepraise Gudruda’s beauty that |
Ospakar will come hither to ask her in
marriage ; and in this fashion, if thingsgo
well, thou shalt be rid of thy rival, and I
of one who locks scornfully vpon me.

“ Well, I will say this, that I ask no better
end.”

“Itis a bad end for thee, Erie, to be
choked in snow, and with all thy deeds to
do.”

“It is a good end, Gudruda, to die by

slowly through the deep snow,

' Swauhild, too, erept from her place, for

her burning rage had kept the life in her,
and followed after them, Many times
she fell, and once she was nearly swallowed
in a drift of snow and cried out in her fear.

ciety allowed a discount as usunal.
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But, if this fail, then there are two roads ' thy side, for so 1 shall die bappy ; but I “Who called aloud ?"” said Erie, tumn-

left on which strong feet may travel to | grieve for thee.” Ling ; “I thought I heard a voice.” Sl‘" J‘o HN N— B
their end ; and of these, one is that thou ¢ Grieve not for me, Brighteyes, worse | “Nay,” answers Gudruda, “it was but i - - 2

shouldst win Eric away with thine own | things might befall.” a nignt-hawk screaming.” | R'CHARD SULLIVAN & co

beauty, and that is not little,  All men are
frail,and I have a draught that will make
the heart as wax ; but yet the other path
is surer,”’

“ And what is that path, my mother "’

“It runs through blood to blackness.
By thy side is a knife and in Gudruda’s
bosom beats a heart. Dead women are
unmeet for love!”’

Swanhild tossed her head and looked
upon the dark face of Groa, her mother.

“ Methinks, with such an end to win, I
should not fear to tread that path, if there
be need, my mother.”

“ Now 1 see thou art indeed my daugh-

He drew nearer to her, and now he put
his arm about her and clasped her to his
bosom ; nor did she say him nay.
hild saw and lifted herselt up behind them,
but for a while she heard nothing but the
beating of her heart.

¢ Listen, Gudruda,” Eric said at last.
“Peath draws near to us, and before it

Swan-

' comes I would speak to thee, if speak 1

may.”’

“Speak on,” she whispers from his
breast.

“This I would say, then : that I
thee, and that 1 would ask no better fate

than to die in thy arms.”

love

Now Swanhild lay quiet in the drift,
but she said in her heart :
“ Ay, a night-h: wk that shall tear out

those dark eyes of thine, my enemy 1"’

|
!
|
4
i

The two go on and at length they come |

to the banked roadway that runs past the
temple to Asmund’s hall. Here Swan-
hild leaves them, and climbing over the

|

turf-wall into the home meadow, passes |

around the hall by the outbuildings and

s0 comes te the west end of the house, and |

enters by the men’sdoor unnoticed of any.
For all the people, seeing a horse coming

HoxN. GEro.

and a woman seated on it, were gathered |

in front of the ball. But Swanhild ran
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power, some wealth, and some—a man.
Take that which thou lovest—I say, cut
thy path to it and take it ; else shall th)
life be but a weariness : for what does it
serve to win the wealth and power when
thou lovest a man alone, or the man when

thou dost desire gold and the pride of

“ Be sure, if that is so, I shall not tarry
for long. Oh! Gudruda, since I-was a
child 1 have loved thee with a mighty love,
and now thou art all to me. Better to
{ie thus than to live without thee. Speak
then, while there is time,”

“1 will not hide frem thee, Eric, that

shook the snow from her hair, and put on
Then she rested a while,

weary, and, going to the

warmed herself at the fire.

a linen kirtle.
fnr .-il(‘
kitchen,
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Meanwhile Eric and Gudruda came to |

the house, and there Asmund greeted
them well, for he was troubled in his heart
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place ! This is wisdow : to satisfy the | thy words are sweet in sy ears.” about his daughter, and very glad to know |

longing of thy vouth :; for age creeps on And now Gudruda sobs and the tears | ber living, secing that men had but now
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blecks thy path, slay her, girl—by witch-

craft or by steel—and take him, and in his

me !”’

“ Avy. sure enough, Enc.”

Now Gudruda told her tale, but not all
of it, and Asmund bade Eric to the house.
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