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MR. McINERNEY’'S SPEECH 

In The Tariff Debate. 

In entering the debate at this late stage 

that anything 1 may say will tend, in any 
material degree, to elucidate the question 
now under discussion, but rather impressed 
with the idea that as many embers of 
this House as possible, and above all as 
many members of this House as have 
never yet put themselves on record, should 

| at as early a date as possible declare their | 
| views on the great principles underlying 
‘the resolutions introduced by the Minister 
| of Finance, and the principles underlying 

‘hon. member for South Oxford (Sir 
' Richard Cartwright). Now, I believe that 
| the question for discussion at this stage— 
what is commonly known as the Budget 

| —allows, and bappily allows, as far as 
{some gentlemen of the Opposition are 
‘concerned, a person to go very far afield. 
' 1; gives one a sort of roving permission by 
' which he can trace the records of the dif- 
ferent parties, from the time of their in- 
ception, in this country, and follow them 
down through the history of their polities, | 
fiscal and otherwise. It gives us—happily 
for members of the Opposition—great 
scope for discussion in that particular. 
Well, until the gentleman who has just | 
taken his seat, addressed the House, | had 
not heard very much from hon. gentlemen 
of the Opposition touching the principles 
and the question really at issue between 
us. 1 have heard very little on those 
principles ; I have heard very little with 
regard to the details which spring inci- | 
dentally from those principles. But I 
have heard much and the House has heard 
much, ably aud eloquently expressed by 
able nien—some of the ablest men of this 

country-—on questions really extraneous 
to the issue now before us. We have 
heard much on such questions as the 
| question of reciprocity, the question of 
free trade, the question of blue ruin and 
| ita consideration, the question of extrava- 
| gance of this Government, the question of 
{ combines, and lastly we have heard them 
dilate, as they know how, having had much 
| practice in that particular and that being 
particularly and almost exclusively their 
‘cry throughout the country—we have 
| heard them dilate particularly on the 

'extravagances and scandals of this Gov- 
ernment. Why, Mr. Speaker, the party 
| of my hon. friends lives on scandals and 
‘like the worm, it takes its colour from 
‘what it feeds on, But not conten’ with 

‘speaking on reciprocity, and on these 
Laeqion | have alluded to, some of the 
‘hon. ¥ en particularly the hon, 
| me r for Seuth Grey (Mr. Landerkin), 

{aud the hon. member for South Oxford 
( ir Richard Cartwiight)-—even went so 

far as to roam nto the fields of poetry, 

‘and the way in which they quoted, 
varodied ang misapplied Shakespeare was 
| sufficient, in my wind, to make the hones 
of 4 it band of Avon turn in their | 
grave, Wh they were altogether une 

| AWare, they A med to, Ny py appeal 

| written op the stone slab above the dust 
1 

VERY GALaRSING quotation Wipapplica 

I do so without the faintest presumption | 

' the amendment thereto proposed by the | 

that great wan—and they were not, 
pry to move his hones. Now, the hou 
“member for South Grey treated us to § 
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tion of a parody of a certain scene in 
Julius Caesar, by which he wished to 
illustrate a certain conspiracy, which he 
thought took place not very long ago, in 
this country. Well, I think if we on our 
part wished to talk about conspiracy and 
‘the fall of leaders, while he may say we 
lost our Caesar, we might retort that they 
lost their Alexander. And I have heard 
it said that there was some conspiracy, in 
which perhaps the hon. member for South 
Grey may have taken some part, as he was 
in the Liberal party in the House at that 
time. But the hon. member for South 
Grey does not impress ae as very much of 
a conspirator. He has not the bearing of 
a Cassius, and there is another character in 
Shakespeare—the one to which the leader 
of the Opposition likes from time to time 
to refer—that appears to me to suit most 
admirably 1he hon. gentleman who rep- 
resents South Grey in this House. If he 
were among the Merry Wives of Windsor 
he would fill a very big basket, and with 
the hon. member for Wellington (Mr. 
McMullen), as the sleek aud slim Prince 
Hal, would make merry nights in the 
streets of the Capital. Now, the different 
speakers have spoken at various times of 
1eciprocity. hat is a subject which 
interests me to a considerable extent, and 
a subject on which I will admit 1 have had 
svmething to say in the past. 

Mr. Davies (P. E. 1.)—Hear, hear. 
Mr. Mcinerney—My hon. friend says 

“hear, hear,” but he and his friends arc 
hardly willing to admit that they had some- 
thing to say on it in the past. They seek 
to eonceal that part of their political his- 
tory. In speaking of reciprecity, I have 
not read aright the declarations in Par- 

' liament of the hon. leaders of the party 
to which I belong, if I have not come to 
the conclusion that the Conservative party 
is also in favour of whatever measure of 
reciprocity with the United States can be 

| obtained, consistent with our honour, with 
| protection to our industries aud the saving 
| of the interests and rights of the people of 
| this country. But this question of rec- 
| procity has a history. To hear hon. 
| gentlemen opposite speak on it, one who 

might take it for granted that if they only 
were in power, if they only possessed the 
seals of office, they could at a moment’s 
warning at once satisfy the powers at 
Washington and induce them to pull down 
the tariff walls, “the Chinese walls” as 
they are pleased to call them, and bring 
‘about at once a treaty of unrestricied 
| reciprocity. This is what these gentlemen 
| have told the country, and they have told 
it either with a knowledge of the history | 
of the question or in dupliciy. I am 
prone to believe, from the high idea I have 
of the character of the leaders of the Op- 

"position in this House, that they did it 
rather in ignorance of the history of this 
question than from any other motives. 
They really believed, 1 know, for several 
years that, if they were returned to power 

' they could so impress the governing power | 
at Washington as to bring about a treaty 
of reciprocity in the best interects of this 
country. Sir, what is the history of this 
guestion and its treatment. We had a 
reciprocity treaty from 1854 to 1860, 

But, Sir, after 1566 that treaty was brought 
to an end. It was brought to an end al 
that time, not on the part of the people of 
Canada, but on the part of the people of 
the neighbouring republic. 
bours came to the conclusion that it was 
in their interests to have that treaty in 
force no longer. But, above all things, I 
claim this—! claim it fairly before the 
people of thiscountry, I claim it fearlessly | 
in this House—that the sentiment that, 
above all others, actuated the people of the | 
United States in the abrogation of that 

| treaty, was a sentiment of unfriendliness 
10 the people of this country was an at. 
tempt, continued from that cay to this, to 
force the hands of the people of this 
country in such a way as to drive them | 
into political union with the republic 
which lies to the south of ws. That, Sir, 
1 believe was the idea in the winds of the 
Awerican people in 1866, when the Reci- | 
procity Treaty of 1864 was abrogated. 
But, Sir, it must be remembered that in | 
1566, | think, immediately after the abro- | 
gation of the treaty, Hon. Alexander Galt, 
afterwards Sir Alexander Galt, and My, | 
Howland, accompanied by delegates, both 
from New Brunswick aud Nowa - Seqtis 
went to Washington for the purpose o 
endeavoring to bring about a reciprocity 
treaty. Bub in their megotiatiou they 
(ailed. ‘Ehen, Sir, un 1568, three ves 

afterwards, Sir Joba Roos went to Waash- 
piaghoudn alike manner to epter into 
a hd Lon A tegiprocity. treaby ; and 

was not at all acquainted with its history, | 

The | 
merits of that treaty and the results that | 
flowed froma it I will discuss by and by. | 
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