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Tenn. , correspondent 
at Boston Globe writes; It has been 
asserted that in the annals of modern crime 
nothing more atrocious or more diabolical 
is known than the wholesale murders now 

attributed to Holmes, but that there 
is nothing new under the sun iu plots and 
fiendish crimes is conclusively proven by 
the authentic story of a charnel house in 
the East Tennessee mountaine, where 
anen and women were murdered for years 
and years, and their bodies either burned 
or buried, while their murderers walked, 
mot only unsuspected, but respected, 

ugh the land. 
| it around a camp fire one sum- 
mer night about three years ago, while 
hunting on the Cumberland mountains, 
As the morning dawned I went with 

eagernes:, at the invitation of our guide, 
to see the charnel house, whire human 
lives had been ruthlessly sacrificed to ap- 
pease the greed for gold. 
With the windowless walls and severe 

style of architecture, the hovel was dreary 
and uninviting enough in itself, 
The house was a low, one-storied struc- 

ture, originally erected as a smoke house 
for the curing of country hams, but sub. 
sequently converted into a chamber of 
death, 
At the time of the murders there was 

situated in front of it, but about fifty 
yards distant, a commodious frame house 
built in the old southern style of architec- 
ture, which secured roominess at the cost 
of cosines, but that dwelling was destroy- 
ed by fire, and only the blackened totter- 
ing chimneys remained to mark the ante- 
bellum home of the man who was proba. 
hly guilty of more murders than any man 
who ever walked on Tennessee soil. 
James Allen was this man’s name. He 

settled in the neighborhood about 1840, 
and a few years after that began to run a 
road house for the accommodation of men 
travelling through the sparsely settled 
country. It so happened that the house 
was located at a spot which made it very 
convenient to travellers passing either 
north or south, or east or west by the two 

~ big roads that crossed each other near that 
point, 
“Allen's family consisted of a wife and 

two grown daughters, who were consider- 
od 1n those days of primitive education to 
be very accomplished girls, and were cer- 

tainly attractive enough in face and form, 
In 1349 and 1850 cousiderable excite- 

ment was created in the neighborhood by 
the discovery of oil, and speculators began 
to pour into the section from Knoxville 
and Nashville hoping to find a gusher. 
Among those who struck a paying well 

was one Dr, Hickman, of Nashville, and | 
the product of his well, hauled forty 
miles over the mountains to McMinnville 
and thence by rail to Nashville, began 

to make him rich, 

Every six months he made a trip to the 

capital of the State to receive payment for 
his shipments, the amount sometimes ap- 

proaching $10,000. 
On each of these trips he made it con- 

venient to stop, going and coming, at the 
Allen house, and as early as the second 
trip Hickman had fallen very much in 
love with one of, Allen’s fair daughters, 
and 1n a spirit of confidence he told the 
family what a rich thing he was making 
out of his oil fields and how he expected 
to come back from Nashville on the next 

trip loaded down with gold, 
When the too-confiding gentleman stop 

ped at the house about six months after- 
ward on his third trip to Nashville he was | 
literally received with open arms. 

through which he bad entered, now closed 
ad securely fastened. 
Not satisfied, however, Hickman struck 

another match and began to walk around 
the room close to the wall and this finally 
brought hiw up against a bed in the cor- 
ner, As he held the sputtering match 
above him its flickering rays revealed a 
sight that literally froze the blood in his 

Lying in pools of clotted blood, their 
arms around each other, were the forms of 
a man and woman. By the light of 
another match Hickman discovered several 
small holes, or openings, in the walls of 
the room just above the bed, and on a dead 
line with the sieepers, He later saw that 
these ran all round the room at regular 
intervals and at once divined the purpose 
for which they were used. 
Though appalled at the situation, Hick. 

man resolved to escape the death for which 
he seemed doomed, if he could by any 
pussible ingenuity or bravery 

Feeling that mothing more could bx 
gained by an investigation of the apart. 
ment, he sat down in a corner to quietly 
await developments, Shortly after mid. 
night he saw through the little portholes 
on the other side of the room the reflec 
tions from the rays of a lantern, and this 
warned him that his would-be murderers 
were approaching. The next instant the 
muzzle of a gun was cautiousl. slipped 
through one of the little holes, and the 
thunderous discharge that followed almost 

deafened him, 
Another and another followed, each 

fired from a different point until every 
portion of the apartment was swept with 
the leaden hail. Bat the prisoner was on 
the alert, and by lyiog fiat on his back 

close up in the fireplace, remained un- 

injured, 
He uttered no sound or ery throughoat 

the firing, but immediately after it stopped 
crawled noiselessly to the door. feeling 
sure that che fiends on the outside would 
enter as soon as they thought their dirty 

work completed, 
He was not mistaken in that. Present. 

ly he heard a noise that indicated the door 
was being unlocked. Arising from his 

prostrate position, he prepared for a des. 

perate struggle with his foes. 
Slowly the door opened and swung in- 

ward, As it did so, Hickman stepped be- 
hind it, and saw the landlord enter with a 
gun in his hands, his wife following with 
a lantern to guide their footsteps. As 
they passed the portals of the door the 
quick- witted and desperate prisoner kicked 

the lantern from the woman’s hand, throw- 

ing the room into total darkness, and, 

springing out of the room, pulled the door 

to and quickly locked it, with the mur- 

derous man and his wife on the inside. 

He knew what to do, and there was not 

a moment to lose. 
Stealthily securing his horse from the 

stable, he mounted the animal and rodeat | 

break-neck speed to the nearest settlement 

t'.iree miles away. 
In two hours he was back at the road- 

house with a dozen men behind him. The 

day had hardly dawned and the guests in 

the house were still sleeping when they 

were awakened by the screams of 3 woman 

and the curses of a man. 

By the time they had jumped into their 

clothes and reached the scene Allen and 
his wife were swinging from the hmb of a 

big oak in- the backyard and writhing in 

the agonies of death. 

This tree is still standing, and is pointed 

out to travellers and visitors as being one 

of the most interesting features of the 

county, which is rich with blood.curdling 

histories, 

Beneath the floor of the stome house 
| where Hickman had been entrapped were 

The young ladies were most attentive found the decomposed and wutilated 
and almost affectionate, and the visitor | bodies of ¢ix man sid te SOIR. Bok 

was flattered beyond measure. When he | 
drove away he promised with the greatest | 
pleasure to stop with the family for sev- 

eral days on his return, 
But the settlement of his business of: | | 

. fairs in Nashville detained him for more | 
than a week longer than expected, aud | 

the Allens were not expecting him when | 

he arrived at the road house late one night, | 

After partaking of a cold luneh he was | 

informed by the host that the house was | 
crowded, and that it was now too late to 

counting the bodies of the man and woman 
| discovered on the bed by Hickman, and 

which Allen evidently had not had twe 

| to put away. 

Aside from these bodies a pile of bones 
| was discovered in a cellar beneath another 

| corner of the house, indicating hat wore 
| than a dozen people had been murdered 
in the apartment at some Lime Delween 
the years of 1840 and 153) thus amon 

Ling for the large number of pesows whe 

had wysteriously disappeared Ww thas 
make a place for him except in the stove | 0 Auving those year. 

house, whicn bad been fitted up specially | 

for the accommodation of travellers in| 

such emergencies, 
Seeing no other alternative Hickman 

consented, and the host led the way with | 

a lantern. The door was fastened by a 

padlock and clasp, which Allen unlocked, 
telling his companion that he would Bad | yo donany troubles 
a comfortable bed within, threw the dooy | 
open and directed him to enter. 

soon as Hickman stepped inside the | A 

of pulled the aoor shut and quick 
Yok ed it, Seized with an awinl fear 

if something. he knew not what, Hick: 

wan sprang to the door and yelled loudly 
to the landlord, 
The heavy walls of the room murely | 

echoed hig cries in 8 mocking  conbision 
of sounds, and all was dead silegos with 

wut, 

More and more oraeed with Bight, the 
imprisoned man pounded on the rough | 

door with his fists until the blood same 
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The Inventor of the Telephone. 

Alexander Graham Bell was born at 

Edinburgh, Scotland, on March 3, 1847. 
His father and grandfather were both 
teachers of languages, and his father, Al- 
exaader Melville Bell, long enjoyed a 
reputation in the field of philology and 
linguistiz , being the deviser of au ingeni- 
ous system of “iuvisible speech.” 
intended that his son should follow his 
profession, aud therefor carly gave hum 
instruction in the anatomy of the vocal 
organs, their various functions, snd the 
various suljects belongiug geuerally to 

the science of vocal physiology. 
When quite a child, Bell was told by his 

father of an automaton speaking machine 
which he had seen. The boy was so iu- 
terested that he determined to aitempt 
the construction of such an apparatus 
himself, and he then and there invented a 
speaking machine, built it, and made it 
articulate one or two simple words. In 
1865 the family removed from Scotland 
to London, and about 1866, at Bath, in 
England, Bell conceived the idea of fol- 
lowing up Helmholtz’s synthetical exper- 
ience in the reproduction of sound, by at. 
tempting to trausmit speech electrically. 
Between the years of 1867 and 1870 he 

made numerous electrical inventions bas- 
¢d on the Helmholtz’s vowel apparatus, 
and, before he left England, bad resolved 
to pursue one of these inventions, that of 
harmonic or multiple telegraphy, to a 
practical outcome. The idea of actual 
speech transmission was running in his 
mind all this time, like an undercurrent 
of thought that he could hardly formulate 
in definite expression, but it gradually 
took clearer shape, and Professor Bell has 
stated on the witness stand that to friends 
in England before 1870 he avowed his be- 
lief that we should “ one day speak by tel- 

egraph.” In August, 1870, the Bell fam- 

ily emigrated from England to Brantford, 

Canada, and in April, 1871, Bell went 

from there to Boston, on theinvitation of 
the Boston school board, to carry on a 

series of experiments with his father’s 

system of “visible speech,” or physiolog- 
ical symbols of the deaf. He remained 
permanently in the neighbourhood of 

Boston from October 1, 1872, until he re- 

moved to Washington in 1881. From the 

very moment of bis arrival ia Canada, in 

1870, up to the beginning of 1874, his 

mind was full of the scheme for the maul- 

tiple transmission of telegraphic messages 

by means of musical tones, and be had 

other telegraphic inventionsalso in hand ; 

but the old idea of speech transmission 
was persistent in claiming his attention, 

and gradually his thoughts and energies 

were narrowed down to this one field of 
investigation. He has himself narrated 

' more than once the manner in which he 
| proceeded, stage by stage, from his exper- 
| iments with phonautographic apparatus, 

human ear drums and apparatus for ob- | 

taining undulatory currents, up to the | 

period when he and his assistant, Mr. T.! 

| A. Watson, wereable to talk to each other | 

! telephonically over a short line in the 

Boston Uriversity, and when, by rapid 

strides, the apparatus was brought to a 

fair degree of efficiency. —Eleetrician 
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We have just received a full and complete =tac! 
of the celebrated Dr. Chase's Family Medicines =- 
cluding: 

“DR. CHASE'S KIDNEY-LIVER PILLS.” 
“DR. CHASE'S CATARRH CURE,” 
“DR. CHASE'S OINTMENT.” 
“SCOTT'S SARSAPARILLA ” and 
“SCOTT'S SKIN SOAP.” 

These remedies are meeting with unqualified success wherever ased sad we 

have no hesitation in recommending them to our customers---all orders by mail 

receive prompt attention. 
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