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The Feud of Land and Sea,

The Ocean and the Land made peace,
And eaoh one sent a token

That their new friendship might increase,
Their faith be kept unbroken.

The gentle Land sent meadowsweet
Upon a hurrying brook,

And laid it at the gray king’s feet—
His waves the gift uptook.

‘The sea a wreath of seaweed tossed
Far inland ou the tide,

Its salty kiss was keen as frost—
The grass-blade shrank and died !

The Land then sent a painted moth,
Borne out upon the breeze ;

The Ocean sprites with chains of froth
The lovely waif did tease.

The Sea sent back a scallop-shell,
The shell an osprey bore.

The Land received it where it fell,
Upon a mossy floor.

The Land then sent a noble tree
That crowned a river bank.

The laden stream into the Sea
With weary murmurs sank.

‘The Sea returned a broken spar
(‘Twas once the forest’s pride !)—
The Land reproached him from afar,

And all her forests sighed :

“Such cruel gifts as thou dost send,
As thou dost send to me—

How can I longer be thy friend,
Thou bitter, bitter Sea !”
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A STRANGE BATTLE,

Dr. Talmage on Gideon’s Army and
God’s Way.

New Yorg, Sept. 20.—In his sermon I
for to-day, Rev. Dr, Talmage discusses a

subject which is of special interest to Sun-
day school teachers and echolars at the

present time, being @ideon’s battle with :

Midianites near Mount Giboa, The text
chosen was Judigés vii, 20, 21 : “ Aud the

three companions blew the trumpets, and |

brake the pitchers, and held the lamps in
their left hands and the trumpets in their
right hands to blow withal. Aud they
stood every man in his p'ace round about
the camp, and all the host ran and cried
and fled.”

That is the strangest battle ever fought. |

God had told Gideon to go down and

theash the Midianites, but his avmy i too

large, for the glory “must be given to God
and 1ot to wan, And so proclawation is
made that all those of the troops who are
cowardly and  want 1o go  home way go,

and 28,000 of thew seampored away leav- |

ing only 10,000 wen,  Bat God says the
atiy ie oo large yeu, aud a0 he orders
these 10,000 remaining o wareh down

thmm‘hn steonm and commands Gideon
to notlee n what manner these wen vk

of the water as they pass through it, If
they gt down on all fours and drink,

| then they are to be pronounced lazy and

| incompetent for the campaign, but if, in
| passing through the stream, they seoop up

‘the water in the palm of their hand and
drink and pass on, they are to be the men
selected for the battle,

- Well, the 10,000 men marched down
into the stream, and the most of them
come down on all fours and plunge their
mouths, like a horse or an ox, into the
water and drink, but there are 300 men
who, instead of stooping, justdip the palm
of their kands in the water and bring it to
their lips, “lapping it as a dog lappeth.”
Those 300 brisk, rapid, enthusiastic men
are chosen for the campaign, They are
each to take a trumpet in the right hand
and a pitcher in the left hand and a lamp
inside the pitcher, and then at a given sig-
pal they are to blow the trumapets and
throw down the pitchers and hold up the
lamps. So it was done.

It is night. I see a great host of Mid-
ianites sound asleep in the valley of Jez-
reel. Gideon comes up with his 300 pick-
ed men, and when everything is ready the
signal is given, and they blow the trum-
pets, and they throw down the pitchers
and hold up the lamps, and the great host
of Midianites, waking out of asound sleep
take the crash of the crockery and the
glare of the lamps for the coming on of an
overwhelming army foe, and they run
and cut themselves to pieces and horribly
perish,

The lessoms of this sul ject are very
spirited and impressive. This seeniingly
valueless lump of quartz has the pure
gold in it. The smallest dewdrop on the
meadow at night has a star sleeping in its
bosom, and the most insignificant passage
of Scripture hasin it a shining truth.
God’s mint coins no small change.

I learn, in the first place, from this sub-
jeet, the lawfulness of Christian stratagem.

You know very well that the greatest
victories ever gained by Washington or
Napoleon were gained through the fact
that they came when and in a way they
were not expected—sometimes falling
back to draw out the foe, sometimes
breaking out from ambush, sometimes
crossing a river on unheard of rafts; all
the time keeping the opposing forces in
wonderment as to what would be done
next,

You all know what strategy is in mili-
tary affaire. Now I think it is high time
we had this art sanctified and spiritual-
ized. In the church when we are about
to make a Christian assault, we send word
to the opposing force, when we expect to
come, how many troops we have and how
many rounds of shot, and whether we will
come with artillery, infantry or cavalry,
and, of course, we are defeated. There
are thousands of men who might be sur-
prised into the kingdom of God. We
need more tact and ingenuity in Christian
work. It is in spiritual affairs as in mili-
tary, that swccess dependsin attacking
that part of the army castle which is not
armed and intrenched.

For instance,here is a man all armed oun
the doctrine of election, all his troops of
argument and prejudice are at that par-
ticular gate. You may batter away at
that side of the castle for 50 years, and
you will not take it, but just wheel your
troops to the side gate of the heart’s affec-
tions, and in five minutes you capture
him. I mever knew a man to be saved
through a brilliant argument. You can-
not hook men into the kingdom of God
by the horns of a dilemma. There is no
grace in s) llogisms, Hereis a man armed
on the sulject of perseverance of the
saints. e does not believe init. At-
tack him at that point, and he will pre-
severe to the very last in not believing it.
Here is a man armed on the subject of
' baptism. He believes in sprinkling or
immersion. All your discussion of ecclesi-
astical hydropathy will not change him.
I remember when 1 was a boy that with
_ other boys I went into theriveron a sum-
mer day to bathe, and we used to dash
water on each other, but never got any
result except that our eyes were blinded
and all this splashing of water between
Baptists and Pedobaptists never results in
' anything but the blurring of the spiritual
eyesight. In other words, you can never

capture & man’ssoul at the point of which |

he is especially entrenched. But there is

in every man’s heart a bolt that can be
 easily shoved. A little child four years
' old way touch it, and it will spring back,
"and the door will spriug open, and Christ
will come in.

[ think that the finest of all the fine
arts is the art of doing good, and yet this
art is the least cultured. We have in the
| kiugdom of God to-day enough troops to
' gonguer the whole earth for Christ if we
'only had skilful mavwuvering, 1 would
| rather have the 300 lamps and pitchers of
Chuistian stratagem than 100,000 drawn
i :mmh of literary aud ecclesiastical com-

AL,

I lesrn from this subject, also, that a

to do all the hard fighting. Gideon’s
army was originally composed of 32,000
men, but they went off until there were
only 10,000 left, and that was substracted
from until there were only 300. It is the
same in all ages of the Christian church ;
a few men have to do the hard fighting.
Take & membership of 1,000 and you gen-
erally find 1hat 50 people do the work.
Take a membership of 500, and you gen-
erally find that 10 people do the work.
There are scores of churches where two or

We mourn that there are so much use-
less lumber in the mountains of Lebanon,
I, think of the 10,000,000 membership of
the Christian church to-day, if 5,000,000
of the names were off the books the church
would be stronger. You know that the
more cowards and drones there are in any
army the weaker it is, I would rather
have the 300 picked men of Gideon than

Christians there are standing in the way
of al progress !
the church of God to ride over them, and
the quicker it does it the quicker it does
its duty.

to do more than your share of the work.
You had better thank God that he has
called you to be onme of the picked men
rather than to belong to the host of strag-
glers. Would not you rather be one of
the 300 that fight than the 22,000 that
run? I suppose those cowardly Gideon-
ites who went off congratulated them-
selves, They said: “Wegot rid of all
that fighting, did we not? How lucky
we have been. That battle costs us noth-
ing at all” But they got nome of the
spoils of the victory, After the battle the
300 men went down and took the wealth
of the Midianites, and out of the cups and
platters of their enemies they feasted.
And the time will come, my dear brethren,
when the hosts of darkness will be routed
and Christ will say to his troops : “Well
done, my brave men. Go up and take
the spoils, Be more than conquerors for-
ever !” And in that day all deserters will
be shot.

Again, [ learn from this subject that
God’s way is different from man's, but is
always the best way. If we had the plan-
ning of the battle, we would have taken
those 32,000 men thai originally belonged
to the arn'y, and we would have drilled
them and marched them up and down by
the day and week and month, and we
would have had them equipped with
swords or spears, according to the way of
arming in those times, and then we would
bave marched them down in solid column
upon the foe. Eut thatis not the way
God depletes the armv, and takes away all
the weapons, and gives them a lamp, and
a pitcher and a trumpet, and tells them
to go down and drive out the Midianites.
[ suppose some wiseacres were there who
said : “That is not military tactics. The
idea of 300 men, unarmed, conquering
such a great host of Midianites !”

&1t was the best way. What sword, spear
or cannon ever accomplished such a vic-
tory as the lamp, pitcher and trum pet ?

(t0d’s way is different from man’s way,
but it is always best! Take, for instance,
the composition of the Bible. If we bad
bad the writing of the Bible, we would
have said : “Let one man writeit, If
you have 20 or 30 men to write a poem,
or make a statute, or write ‘a history, or
make an argument, there will be flaws and
contradictions.” But God says * Let not

And they did, differing - enough to show
there had been no collusion between them
but not contradicting each other on any
important point, while they all wrote
from their own standpoint and tempers-
ment. So that the matter of fact man
has his Moses; the romantic nature his
the warrior his Joshua; the sailor his
| Jonah ; the loving his John ; the logician
his Paul. Instead of this Bible, which

Bible the child cau carry to Sunday school
instead of the Bible the sailor can put
his jacket when he goes to sea—if it had
been left for men to write, it wonld have
been a thousand volumes, judgivg from
the amount of eecclesiastical controversy
which has arisen. God's way is different
from man’s, but it is the best, infinitely
| best.

| Soitisin regard to the Christian hte,
| If we had had the planning of a Chrasts
ian’s life, we would have said : Lot hiwm
' have SO years of sunshine, a tine house to
'live in. Lt his surrcundings all be agree-
'able. Lot him havesound health, Lot
! no chill shiver through his limbs, no pam

| ache his brow or troutle shadow his soul ™
' [ enjoy the prosperity of others so wmneh
'1 wonld let every man have as muoh
| money as he wants and roses for his ehils
| dren’s cheeks and fountains of gladness in
3’ their laxge round vyes, Bat that is not

| God's way.

|
:
|

three people do the work, .

I think it is the duty of!

Do not worry, O Christian, if you have |

one man do it, but 40 men shall do it.” |

Ezekiel ; the epigrammatic his Solomon ;|

now I can lift in my hand—instead of the |

: .
It seems as if

| useful.,
| window and has his life dashed out.

vitation in taking him down,
& Bull Run defeat.
vantages, he has only 1,000,

throw themselves on his mercy.
A grapevine says in the early

ter!

spring: '
“How glad [ am to get through the win- | Only two sides. Man iumrtal, which
I shall have no mere trouble now ! | side are you onl Woman immor al whieh
Summer weather will come, and the gar. | side are you on? Do you b.lorg o
den will be very beautiful !” But the gar- , 300 that are going to win Lie day o
the 32,000 unsifted host, How many | dener comes and cuts the vine here and | the great host of Midia.ites asleep in the
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man must be cut and hit | deep crimson of the impe rted chair,  1he
small patt of ths army of God will have ' and pounded just in proportion as he s music trembled with the sorrow of uure
His child falls from a third story = quited toil.

His ed higher on
most confilent investment tumbles him  The day< and the wigh's went meirily
into baukruptey. His friends, on whom | No sick child dared puil that +ilk docr
he depended, aid the natural foree of gra.  bell. No begger dared #it on the marb e
His life is | steps.
Instead of 32,000 ad- | that tap:siry.
Aye, only | day darkened that (fresco,
300—aye, none atall. How many good | human sympathy dropped upon that -
people there are at their wits’ end about holstery. Pomp strutted the hall, and
their livelihood, about their reputation, | dissipation filled her cup, and seenied safe
But they will find out it is the best way | as the Midianites in the valley of J:zresl
often after awhile. God will show them | But God came, Calamits
that he depletes their advauntages just for money market. The partridge Jeft e
the same reason he depleted the army of  eggs unbatched. Crash
Gideon—that they may be induced to | porcelain pitchers! Rain, rou:, dis

But the wave of wirth dash-
recls of coral and pearl,

No voice of prayer floated amil
No shadow of & judgment
No tear of

smote the
L Y the
na :7
and wue in the valley of Jezroe

Alas for those who fight

againat God

Ab

| there with his knife. The twige begin to | valley, only to be roused up in constern.

to kill you,

Months go on and one day the gardener
comes under the trellis, where great clus.

“Thank yousir. Youcould not havedone

“Whom the Lord

that knife.”
chastenetn.”

toTy; no cross, no crown !

world, is different from ours. If we had
in the door of beaven and beckon the na-
tions up to light, or we would bave had
angels flying around the earth proclaim

ing the unsearchable riches of Christ,
Why is it that the cause goes on slowlyl
Why is it that the chains stay on when
God could knock them off? Why do thrones
of despotism stand when God could easily

the work themselves. Just iun propor-
tion as these pyramids of sin go up in

ness of ruin. O thou father of all ini-
quity! If thou canst hear my voice above
the crackling of the flames, drive on thy
urojects, dispatch thy emissaries, build thy
temples and forge thy chains, but know
that thy fall from heaven was not great-
er than thy final overthrow shall be when
thou shalt be driven disarmea inte thy
fiery den, and for every lie thou bhasi
framed upon earth thou shall bave an ad-
ditional hell of fury pour into thine an-
guish by the vengeance of our Gud, and
all heaven shall shout at the overthrow as
from the ran:omed earth the song breaks
through the skies: “Hallelujah! for the
Lord God Omnipotent reigneth, Hallelu-
jah! for the kingdoms of this world have
become the kingdoms of our Lord Jesus
Christ !’

God’s way is the composition of the
Bible, God’s way in the Christian’s life,
God’s way in the redemption of the world
God’s way in everything—different from
man’s may be, but the best.

I learn from this sul ject that the over.
throw of God’s enemies will be sudden
and terrific. There 1s the arwmy the
Midianites down in the valley of Jezreel
| [ suppose their mighty men are dreaming

Qi

of victory. Meunt Gilboa never stood
| sentinel for so large a host. The spear-
and the shields of the Midianites gleam
in the moonlight and glance on the eyes
| of the Israelites, who hover like a battl
of eagles ready to swoop from the chd
Sleep on, O army of the Midianites

14 4 1

With the night to hide them, and
mountain to yuard them, and strong arms

10 defend them, let nosiumberning foecina

dream of disaster! Peace to the capiains
and the spearmen
Crash go the pitchers’ Up fw
hllu}’\‘: To the mountsws Fiy &N
I Troop ranning agaidst iroop, thodsaids
traapling upon thousands, Hark w e

scream and groan of the reated g,
the Lord God Almighiy
How sudden the onset, how wild e wub-
sternation, how wtter the deleat! |

aitel P LSRN ¥

Qi Is

fear so much what s agaust wme i G
:\i

not. You want a Delter swe -
bine than | bave ever seen to gu out and
fight agaiust the Lond Qmuipoicnt.  Give

me Qod for my ally, and you may have
all the battloments and dattahons

! saw the dehaunder '
house. 1t seemed as if e had conquered
God as he stood amid the blase
liers and pler mireors, la e
of the wardrobe | san

his splendid

of chande-
hamonds
Lie

e ears

widows whom be had rebbed, and wm the
snow satin the valior of the white cbheek-
ol orpbans vwhom he had wromged.

| The biood of the oppressed glowed 1 Whe

ters of grapes hang. and the grapvine says. |

anything so kind as to haye cut me with
loves he
No pruning, no grapes, no |
grinding mill, no flour; no battle, no vie-

So God’s way in the redemption of the |

our way, we would have bad Jesus stand
| have been fighting against God, v
' be safe.
through Jesus Christ the

fall, and the grapevine cries ovt: *Mur- ation and rain. Suddenly the golden
der! What are you cutting me for?” ; bowl of life will b: broken and the trum.-
“Ah” says the gardener, “l don’t mean | pet blown that will star le sur soul into
If I did not do that, you | eternity.
would be the laughing stock of all the I as & thief in the night, and as the God
other vines before the season is over.”” | armed Israclites npon the sleepiog foe

The day of the Leord come

Ha! Canst thou pluck ap courage for
the day when the trumpet which has never
blown shall speak the roll call of the dead
and the earth dashing against a lost met-
eor, has its mountains scattered to the
stars and oceans emptied in the air. Oh,
then, what will become of you! What
will become of me?

If these Midianites had only given up
their swords the day before the disaster,

all would have been well, and if you will

now suirender the sins with which vou

33
Wlil

'
Oh make peace with him now

Lord! With
man the

the cluteh of 4 drowning seize

' cross. Oh, surrender! Surrender' Christ,

demolish them? It is his' way in order |
that all generations may co-operate, and
| that all men may know they caunot do

height will they come down in ghastli-

w'th his hand on his pierced sile asks y
to

a
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THE DEAD RAISED TP,

A Foermer Resident Thought to he Dy-
ing of Gright's Disease—Cared
by Deodd’s Hidney Pills.

ListroweL, (Special) Nov. 25.—A des-
patch reaching here relating to the recov-
ery in Neepawa, Man., of Mrs. T. H.
McKee, formerly living here was a sur-
prise to her friends and acquaintances.
[t was met by doubt, however, until con-
firmed by a reply from Neepawa. Her
case was well known here as this lady was
tre ated by several of the local doctors for
Bright’s disease and her friends
nat
was as a4 ast

lwugnt,

as did her physicians, 1er case was

"esort nDal
™

nat

hopeless, and 1t
sne left here to try
Mrs, NcKee was
Pills in a few weeks,

imatic change.

sured by Dodd’s Kidnev

SPeaKs orames n

:,hclr favor.
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The Parenis Were Drraikers,

A distinguished speciaiist has careiuily

noted the difference between tweive lam-

iites of drinkers ard tweive famiiles

persons durin werh Cars,

L8 $ 54

temperale
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Children Cry for
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N Moo Fuerms Fureatns
The fotiowing extiracted fr.m ‘.
port of the chietn’st of Dowition Experie
u.--r,'-,,f. Farm
A sample ol sen.weed was rec iv A from
Mr. George B. Weir, of Smith’s | V.
8., with & ree iest for a 1] -
valucwsa flertiliz.r. Ae lary 4
this waterial are es iy o aial
farmers on both 1the eavern ane =
consts of Canada, it was though
to make an snalysis. The chief cor s
ents, inciating maors partieniae >
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