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Laty Ri.rdan’s 
Red Light. 

By R. MaxiroLp Craile, 

Pcor Lanty Riordan!” 

mounted old railroad car which he had | which bad been his dwelling, he lvoked 

been allowed to occupy during the past | 

three years, 

for the battered old stable lantern in 

' which he used to place his candle, and 

Of course he ought to have recollected | which had that morning been thrown oul 

that he had been firmly evicted that morn- 

ing. He had also been informed that he 

At the merest mention of the name | just expect to find his late residence ap- 

evervone connected 

South rn Railway smiied. 

Hancastle, 

with the Grand | propriated to stores thence-forward, and | 

That is to say | provided with a powerfnl bolt secured by 

every ne living within twenty miles of | 3 padlock of which he bad mot the key. 

But hie faculties were not very clear ; and | 

Te be sure, the smiles nsvally ended | he also had a vague despairing feeling that | 

with sigh« and shakes of the hesd : Loam 

one after another of those who had haz. 

1lsh | arved ali they could co nscicLiicusly 

in bis interest, frowned as they said : “It | 

1s bupelese, poor fellow! We can do no | 

more for him.” 

It bad often been said that Lanty was 

nobody’s enemy but his own ; and there 

were narratives of his having risked his 

life in Burmab, not only for comrades in 

imminent danger from the Dacoits, but 

for a poor shikari, over whose prostiate 

body be bad shot the fierce tigress which 

was slowly crunching the thin black limbs 

inch by inch, It used to be believed that 

during this adventure—of which the bero 

could never be induced to speak— Gunner 

Riordan bad never let his coarse Trichino- 

poly cheroot go out, although he had 

walked so closely up to the wounded tig: 

ress that her fulvous coat was singed by 

the powder frcm the shot when she fell | 

over. 
It was further asserted that a formal 

charge of “making away with Govern- 

ment property, in that he did (date, place, 

etc.) expend, that is to say, fire ff with. 

out proper suthority, one round of breech 

loading carbine smmunition, the proper- 

ty,” etc., was sent in against him by the 

Divisional Sergeant on the occasion. He 

was admonished in the Battery Orderly 

Room ; but privately shaken hands with 

by the Brigadier General Commandi g, 

and secretly presented with $25, a sum 

which was collected in ten minutes in the 

artillery mess. 

The expenditure of this sum naturally 

got Gunner Riordan and five beloved 

friends into the guard rocm, with long 

spells of confinement to barracks to follow. 

Poor Lanty could not bear so much fame, 

accompanied by so much wealth, 

Now Hancastle at the period of this 

true history—the locality where Lanty 

Riordan wae so well, although not favor. 

. ably known—was the point at which coal 

trucks were shunted, under somewhat in- 

complete arrangements, into the depot 

vard, then under construction, Here 

they stood, on from five to nine lines of 

riils, alongside nearly a quarter of a mile 

of the permanent way. The switch used 

when the cars were thus to be shunted 

was at the foot of a semaphore, which was 

under the control of the signalman in the 

box baif a mile further away. Trains 

coming up to Washington passed first the 

signal box, then the semaphore, and lastly 

a dismour ted old railroad car at the depot 

which had heen Lanty’s dwelling during 

the past three years, 

It was impossible not to like Lanty. 

Se fish, wilful, slovenly, sulky, often ah- | 

sent from duty, lazy disrespectful a d 

un _rateful at times—he periodically | 

tnrued over new leaves, 

religions and other duties, was sorry fo 

bis faults, overflowing with a gratitude 

life of all who krew him. His good- 

looking head was an intelligent one ; 

beart was warm and kind ; but within five 

| 
| 

attended to his | 

| Roche and Father Olpherts, but from Mrs, 

his | 

| ind ! 

stiff if they tell him to pick up the pieces 

| when they find me! 

"he should have neither food nor shelter 

tom: rrow : that he would probably have | 

to go to jail; for assault ; and that the 

rushing monsters which he loved made 

quick and merciful ends. It had been 

| so—@od rest their souls !—for those whosc | 

the sputtering bit of candle which Mr remains, on two occasions, be had coolly 

and most decorously dealt with, when oth- 

ers had shrunk apd turned pale, and hur- 

ried away from the ghastly sights. 

Lanty, in India, had shown great gifts 

as an extra hospital orderly during cholera 

epidemics ; as also when a party had suf. 

fered severe losses by| falling into an am- 

bush in Loonungoung, Burmah, He bad | 

for a time been®a medical officer’s tatman | 

in Ireland ; and bad evinced such intelli. 

gent intevest when detailed to help at 

autopsies in the mortuary in Burmab, that 

the surgeons had taught kim a good deal | 

about the human bones and the general | 

lie of blocd-vessels and organs of the 

body. 
There was. indeed, scarcely a sense in 

which Lanty Riordan could be said to 

fear death. Even drunkenness only gave | 
unction to his homilies upon the wisdom 

of preparation| for our inevitable dissolu- | 
tion. And now, as soon as be bad spent 

his last few coppers upon a flask of whisk- 

ey of a specially curved and flat pattern, 

prepared for slipping into the breast pock- | 

ets of travelere—* for use in the tunnels,” | 

as the leering barkeeper said—Lanty | 

ceased his melodious singing of “The | 

Young May Moon,” and staggered solemn. | 
ly along droning the “ Adeste Fidehs” in 

his rich and tuneful{baritone. | 
There had been many hours of saturat. 

ing rain that{day, and having wet his evil 

genius, Potter,Lanty had made the wild | 

and wet weather a vlea for spending it in : 

drinking, treading and wild card playing. | 

Potter had been discharged from the serv. 

ice of the Grand Southern Railroad fur 

dishonesty, and had never since ceascd 

from efforts to make Lanty commit him. | 
self. This unhappy day he bad succeed- 

ed. With this wild orgie Lanty had end. 

ed all his mouey and all his luck; and | 

l actior, 

| the stream into the bottle. 

now, as he struggled over the wire fence | |: 

into the cutting, ,mauclinly singing the 

fine old Latin hymn, he smilivgly pic | 

tured the cowardly, mean face of the man 

who had compassed his ruin when he | gy’ pull up!” moaned Lanty. 

should hear of the “shocking accident’ | 

next morning. 
“ Begorra,” muttered Lanty, “’tis a 

feather in his cap it will be, if he on’y 
knew it, bad scran to him! To think of 

| the likes of him. a whitelivered cur, dhriv. 

in’ Lanty Riordan, ne less; to a bloody 

\v ! and the spalpeen will fairt 

9 

“Well, I bad my chance, an’ chances on 

the top of it! Not alone from Mister 

Roche herself—the blessin’ o’ God on her! 

which was as genuine as his wickedness, | Shure, didi’t she warn me agin Potter 

be!pful, gentle, thoughtful, the cheer and | next 
{ ‘Riordan.’ 

bis masther, 
‘when Potter 

sees you one day dhragged in the gutther, 

the divvil 
she would say, 

before 

| he will re juice over your downfall, an’ rub 

minutes of entering had company his good | 

impulses and his pledges were forgotten in | me 

a very chaos of extravagance and dissipa- | 

tion. 

In settling down at Hancastle Lanty | 

fell across his evil genius in the person of 

a man named Potrer. Shortly after Lan 

tv’s arrival it had been conveyed to him 

that it rested with him to say whether or 

not the person, and one hundred dollars 

in ready money, the property of a public 

school nurse in the neighborhood, should 

be attached to him matrime nially. In the 

SY) ! / t for ! which his love of lib 

erty caustd, the addresses of a less desired 

bat per:«stent suitor, Potter to wit, were 

hastily accepted : and much of the form 

er liking for Lant the new Mrs. Pot 

ter's part turned into angry dislike, with 

 § the addition Of a4 grain of happiness 

or J od-will to the sentiments « fthe bride- 

groom regarding Riordan, 

To add to his troubles, Lanty at about 

this time was lischarged from the service 

f the Grand Southern Railway. [t was 

a lne upon which vast change sof way al d 

vlant had been taking place, and from 

which, chiefly owing to the patience and 

co-patriotic kindness of Mr. Roche, (be 

local superintendent of works, Lanty had 
had almost regular employment as a navvy 

on the new coal depot works, at fog signal- 

ing, at keeping up fires beside the hyd- 

rants in hard frosts, and so on. 

But now all this was bad 

been a * blessed good fellow he 

had money. But ahen that had gone too 
low to stand another rcund of drinks, 

bal bh en sueered at as a pocr beggar of a 
Paddy ; had felled “ sponging Sassenachs” 

as he called them, right and left ; 

stalked out of the saloon, over their bod- 

ies, drunkenly singing that— 

“The best of all ways 
To lengthen our days 

Is to steal a few hours from the night, 
my dear !”’ 

He 
w hile 

over, 

” 

bh ¢ 

Whither should poor Lanty’s staggering | make a red one. 

and haa | 

his hands wid glee to see the masther an’ 

made mock because of you! 

‘Twould be the thruth she spoke if I 
would live to see it! But the nine o’clock 

vf 

express will settle the business otherwise, 

| 

‘of the hut. He found it amongst the 

sweepings and rubbish which, together 

with his very primi ive furniture and 

himself, had had to give place to oil cans 

iron bolts and stores of all sorts, 
“ The blessed saints be praised !”’ cried 

Lanty, “ there’s ten minutes of candle in 
it yet ; an’ the express will be here in Jess 

time,” 

To so heavy a smoker as Lanty Riordan, 

matches were a very necessity of life. 

Unaer shelter of the hut the half sobered 

fellow stooped, and at the third : ttempt 

of very shaky hands, succeeded in lighting 

Roche’s coachmman had given him som: 
days before. As he stooped, the fla 

whisky flask fell out of his breast pocket : 
the neck struck a stone; and before he 

could pick up the bottle nearly all th. 
spirit had gurgled out. 

Snatching the flack witha haste whi:h 

caused the loss of most of the remaining 

contents, and slightly cutting his hand on 

the broken neck, Lanty uttered a ruefu! 

exclamation, and made sure of the [as 

tea<poornful by pouring it into his moutl 

Then, as the light of the kindling candl 

increased, he saw the blood on his hand — 

and at the same instant he heard the 

ramble of the express in the deep store 

cutting only six miles off, 
Springing to the erect position, Lanty 

passed through some ten seconds of the 
| most tense mental exertion he had ever 

Then came his design and bhi: 
\t a rain pool he balf filled th¢ 

vrol en flask with water, Feeling for the 

blood-vessel which gave the pulse at his 

known, 

left wrist, he set his teeth and plunged 

the keen angular edge of the glass bottle 

neck—keerer than the finest lance or 

razor—into it, The lights of the express 

emerged from the cutting. The blood 

, Jetted from the wounded artery—none 

too freely for the anxious martyr whe 

had the train to save. Much of the 

scarlet stream poured down the sides of 

the flask. even when, by the light of the 

candle, Lanty did what he could to direct 
But at last 

with the roar of the train waxing loud«r 

and coming wrearer, Lanty had made a 
rich ruby-colored finid in the flask. Cram- 

ming twisted paper into the broken neck, 

he carefully opened the lantern, plac. 
\ the bottle between the flame and the glass 
| heeded not at all the jating artery, an. 

stepped on to the line in front of the 

ex! T.8¢%, 

“Now, may God send that I get f{ 

ennugh to give them time to see the sigs 
is "Ths 

liqu or that’s a curse ; an’ me head isreeli ’ 

sy, I can’t bardly hold the lanthern stead: ! 

An’ now, if the Mother o’ God doesn’t 

strengthen me knees, I can’t go far enough 

to do any good ! They’ll see the big green 

light ; but whe would notice this poor 

red glimmer—anywsy in time? What! 

Glory be to God ! they're whistlin’ I” 

And so it was! Yonder, about a mile 

off, the keen-eyed driver of the big-wheel- 

ed engine Tornado had caught sight of 
poor, tottering Lanty’s feeble red light. 

He need no longer strain forward upon 
those trembling .limbs, Straddling bis 

legs apart so that he might at least stand 
the more firmly—raising his lamp high in 

his left hand, and pressing a round pebble 
into the wound in the wrist with bis right 

there he stood ! Never did seconds seem 
so like minutes. Lanty felt his limbs 

failing. A dew which was not all rain, 

trickled down his forehead. Indeed, 
the cool rain, which might have refreshed 

| him, had abruptly ceased. 
| “St, Michael, St. Pathrick, and all 

| angels, succor me now for God’s dear love! 

| Oh ! His holy curse, 

| be on the dhrink this blessed an’ 

wid my brave Tornado doing her fifty. | 

five miles an hour at the head of it ! Holy 

Mary, Mother o’ God, pray for us now 

and in the hour of our death !” 

Here Lanty paused unsteadily for a | 

re which bad the semaph 

(xo 

moment hefore 

just rattlingly signaled ahead !” 

its green light to the appro 

an’ my black curse 

dhread- 
give me ful minute! Father in heaven ! 

| strength to hold up till I stop th’ expres:! 
with | 

aching express, | 

Now the new coal depot, as bas been in- | 

dicated, was being made by the gradael 

filling 

some distance irregularly parallel to the 

line, The practice was to lay down tem- 

porary lines, upon which loaded cars were 

cautiously run to aid the settling process. 
. | 

was sound and level, | 

at the level | 

When the sur face 

the line was of course 1¢laid 

of the permanent way, which bad former. | 

ly been upon an enbankment above the 

depression. The heavy rairs of that day 
would search out weak places, and be of | 

| conscious from loss of blood beside it. 
| The scarlet spray from the jetting artery 

bad closely spotted his face and dress, 

| Two of the passengers were eminent sur- 

great use in helping the settlement of new 

and old materials. 

In his least sober moments, Lanty, from 
long practice, was able to stride safely 

amongst sleepers and rails. So, 
siking first to his ank'es, and then, 

a plunge, 

tell'genc: of the 

things half sobered him. A subsidence 
had taken place in the side of the bank 

next to the coal depot at a point beyond | 
the control of the semaphore ; aud the | 

next train, the famous nine o’clock express | 

Resave my sowl if it ends me! An’ hear 

my vow : if it stops short ard spares it- 

self an’ meself, the dhrain of dbrink I tuk 

| five minutes ago will be the last forever, 

np of 4 small valley which ran for | 

| merciful 

Amen! Ah, 

"tis blind I'm gettin’! 
by the Sacraments of God, 

Lord ! 

' Let me put the lanthern safe down on the 

| sign al! 

| red light, 

when | 

up to his knees, amongst unsup- | 
ported sleepers on the main line, his in- | 

fearful condition of | 

| was attempted to give the brave fellow 
‘some stimulant, be feebly turned bis pale 

sleeper ! There! Ah, Glory be to Gid 

the signalman bas seen it, an’ changed the 

SN express is Aids’ ! [—am— 

The great bissing engine Tornado pulled 

up within sixty yards cf Lanty Riordan’s 

The stoker and the guard ran 

forward, and found the poor fellow un- 

geons, The artery was instantly com- 
pressed and quickly tied. Others soon 

found the landslip and explained what 
had happened. 

But when flasks were produced, and it 

clammy face away, pushed the liquor a- 
side, and said : 

“ Wather, if ye plase! Wid my last 
would be wrecked if it reached the defec- | dyin’ words I Fy my blackest curse on 

‘the dhrink ; an’ aie 1 will, plase God, afore tive place. 

“Lord a’ mercy on me for a drucken | 
swab—what in His Holy Name am [ to | 

“If I bad a bit do now I” cried Lanty. 

I throw His meicy back in His face wid 
' the breakin’ of my word, Wather |” 

“You are wot going to die, my brave 
of a red handkercher to pnt over the ' fellow !” said the great surgeon, as he 

green light 

footsteps Jead him except toward the ha f | light wid my owld lanthern, anyway. 
made coal depot near which was the dis- | Deshing off toward the dismounted car | 

No! even that wouldn't | wiped his own hands after the operation. 
Wait ! I'll makea white AR 

(Coutinued on Page 7.) 

“Cures talk ” in favor 
of Hood's Sarsaparilla, 
as for no other medi- 
cine. Its great cures recorded in truthful, 
eonvincing language of grateful men and 
women, constitute its most effective ad- 

Talk 

vertising. Many of these cures are mar- 
velous. They have won the confidence of 
the people; have given Hood's Sarsapa- 
rilla the largest sales in the world, and 
have made necessary for its manufacture 
the greatest laboratory on earth. Hood’s 
Sarsaparilla is known by the cures it has 
made — cures of scrofula, salt rheum and 
eczema, cures of rheumatism, neuralgia 
and weak nerves, cures of dyspepsia, liver 
troubles, catarrh — cures which prove 

Hood's 
Sarsaparilla 

Is the best—in fact the One True Blood Purifier. 

H I's Pills ti cure liver ills; easy to 
take, easy Wo operate. be. 

VERY FAMILY 
SHOULD KNOW THAT E 

Is a very remarkable remedy, both for IN- 

TERNAL and BXTERNAL use, and won- 

derful in ite quick action to relieve distress. 

PAIN-KILLER fg,3 5s cup 8c Bove Throat, Coughs, 
Chills, Diarrhea, Dysentery, Cramps, 
Cholera, and all Bowel Complaints, 

PAIN-KILLER is THE BEST rem. 

Sick Sek Head 4 Fal we « eadache n n 
~ Beck or Bio. heumatism and ia, 

PAIN-KILLER Rr TA 
MADE. It brings SPEEDY AND PERMANENT KFELIEF 
in all cases of Bruises, Cuts, Sprains, Severe 
Burns, ete. 

f& the well tried and 
PAIN-KILLER trusted frie d of the 
Mechanic, Farmer, Planter, or, and in 
fact all classes wanting a medicine always at hand, 
and SAFE 70 USE imternally or externally with 
certainty of relief. 

Beware of imitations. Take none but the genuine 
“PERKY DAVIE.” Sold everywhere ; 25¢. big bottle, 

Very large bottle, uc. 

WANTED. 

WANTED. 
A MAN: to sell Canada grown 

Fruit and Orpamental Trees, Shrubs, 
Roses, Bulbs and Bulbous Plants, Grape 
Vines, Small Fruits, Seed Potatoes, ete. 
We catalogue only the hardiest and most 
popular varieties that sueceed in the 
coldest climates. New season now com- 
mencing ; complete outfit free, salary and 
expenses paid from start for full time, or 
liberal commission for part time. 
Apply now, addressing nearest office, 

and get choice of territory. 
LUKE BROTHERS COMPANY, 

International Nurseries, 

Cricago. 1ll., or MONTREAL, Que, 

FREE! T5CCMPLETE STORIES! Pack 
+ of goods worth $2, aud a Big 

100p. Picture Book, that will surely put 
you on the road to a handsome fortune. 
Send Se, silver, to pay postage. 

A. W. KixNEY, R. R 
Yarmouth, N.S, 

WANTED AT ONCE: Active agents 
for each county. Exclusive control and 
no risk. Will clear twelve to twenty-five 

boats, Vessels, Barns, 

a specialty of Lanterne, 
We have 26 different 
styles. 

Lanterns for : eli 

Express Waggons, 
Railroads, Farmers, 
Streets, Carriages,» 
Mills, Fishermen,Con- 
ductors, Firemen. etc. 

W.H. THORNE & Co. Ltd. 
MARKET SQUARE, | 

St. John, N. B. 

MANCHESTER, ROBERTSON & ALLISON, 
WHOLESALE DRY GOODS. 
Millinery, Furniture, Carpets and Oilcloths, 

Cloths &nd Tailors Trimmings, 
Lumbermens Outfits, 

Canadian Staples, &ec., &¢. : 

~The most complete wholesale 
Dry Goods Establishment in Canada. 

27 & 29 King St., 39 & 41 Germain St., I3 & (5 Market Square, St John, 
London [C B) Branch, 2 Milk §t, EC 

JH. CARNAL 
98 King Street, (up stairs) St. John, N. B. 

Birds and Animals mounted in the best style of the art. 
M ooge and Caribou Heads mounted in the best style. 
Furs of all kinds dressed. Good colleetion on hand for sale 
Skins tanned and made into mats. 
Rare birds bought ard fair - rices paid. 

larly required. 

1 guarantee that ne mothe will appear in my work. 

<d "OLEARY 
EALER IN DRY GOODS, 
Sn Boots and Shoes, Ready-Made 

Clothing etc. 

Arctic Owls particu. 

A
 
a
p
 

The largest and best assortment of Gocds at reaconable prices 
We are prepared to compete with the lowest for cash and guarantee 
our stock to be of a superior quality. FLOUR, MEAL, SALT and 
PORK always on hand, quality guaranted, and prices right. 

RICHIBUBTO, N. B. fo 

hundred dollars a year. Enclose stamp 
for full particulars or 25 cents for $1 
sample, Big Rapids Mineral Water Co., 

Big Rapids, Michicagan. 

Agents wanting profitable employment 
through the summer can find it with us, 
as we have newest Russian varief ies of 
Nursery stock, and new Seed Po :atoes. 
Salary on commission. Write us¢t once 
for territory, Pelham Nursery Co., 
Toronto, Ontario. 3m 

WANTED over MEN AND 
WOMEN canvassers 

for Canada and Australia. “Queen Vic- 
toria, Her Life and Reign.” Introduce 
tion by Lord Dufferin. A thrilling, new 
book. Sales marvellous. Tre Queen os 
girl, wife, mother, monarch. Reads lik: 
romance. Grandly illustrated. Big con: 
mission. Books on time, 
free to canvassers, Exclusive territory. 
Lots of money in it, : 

THE BRADLEY-GARRETSON Co, Ltd , 
Toronto, Out. | 

WANTED HELP. 

ReviasLe Mex in every locality (loeal or trnv- 
eling) to re gy a new discovery and $22 car 
show card s, Jookses up on trees, fences 
el idgee out town snd county, 

5S ang mmission on Iz ry 
$5 per month ~ 
yr fo 07 ba 
ulars, write 

THE WORLD MEDICAL ELECTRIC Co., 
London, Ont., Canada 

enses, and mou 

en started. For ed 

Old Postage Stam ps 

EFORE 1870, Will give from &1 00 
to $500 each for the rarer ki, is 

They are worth most when left on hs 
envelopes. Address W. A, Kan, 139 
Elliott Row, 8t. Jolin, N, B, } 
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RICHIBUCTO, NEW BRUNSWICK. 

- 

Published every Thursday at $1.00 per year in advance ; $1.50 if not 
paid within three months. 

THE PEOPLES PAPER! 

HOPLE z 'S FRIEND! 

SUBSCRIBE NOW. 

All Kinds of Printing. | 

Good Work---Low Rates. 

Address Labels, Books, Bill-Tleads, Bills of Lading, Blanks all kirde- 
Bonds, Blotters, Bills of Fare, Business Cards, Ball Invitations, 

Ball Programmes, Catalogues, Circulars, Calendars, Checks, 
Certificates, Counter Billg, Charters for Rocieties, 

Dodgers, Drafts, Druggist’s Printing, Folders,Gang 
Saw Bills, Han ers, Hotel Registers, Invoices, 

Insurance Printing, Letter Heads, Labels, 
Magistrate’s Blanks, Memorandums, Menu Cards, Note Heads, N¢ tes 

of Hand, Orders, Posters, Prcgrommes, Pamphlets, Price Lists, 
Receipts, Reports, Statements, Show Cards, Shipping Tags, 

Tic ets, Visiting Cards, Wedding Cards, Ring 
Invitations, executed with neatress and despatch, 


