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Good looking, tall, well built, one of 

the best all-round men of his college both 

ius adios and sports, and the possessor of | 

w gplerdid income, Vincent Sternroyd 

could have Fad almost any girl of his ac- 

vuaintance for the asking This being the 

« -+=-uf course he set his heart upon al- 

y st the only girl of hiz a~quaintance who 

v..uld not have him. True, he had not 

asked her, but, as si. never lost an op- 

portunity of giving him to understand he 

bad found disfavor in her sight, he very | 

naturally came to the conclusion that she 

would refuse him if he did. He was not 

“ dashing ”” enough for her. 

There was another objection to him in 

Yer eyes. Pa and Ma Gibbs—the young 

lady's parents—and ‘Pa and Ma Sternroyd 

being friends and neighbors of half a ceo. 

tury, were in favor of seeing their children | 

united in holy matrimony. Under these 

circumstances, Gertrude could not show 

her “ emancipatiot ”’ if she married Vin- 

cent, and the fact that she had a sneaking 

kindness for him hidden away deep in the 

}ottom of her heart made her wore grum- 

i vy to him than she would otherwise have 

been, There was another thing against 

him, and that was that she could not find 

That 

great grievance, and caused her 
anything against him. was her 

$ 
fo coniin- 

ually attempt to dis~over s¢met
hing about 

hi™ with which to hind fault 

During the summer following his grad 

valion Vincent Was 1 vited to spend a 

3 k 30 with 71ibbs’ at their coun 

v residences He had Ted e1ved an offer 

he position of War Correspondent for 

urge newspaper, and was undecided 

whether to accept it or not. He did not 

eed it, for his income was a large one; 

i ut he was ambiticus and wanted to gain 

Jaurzls iu the literary field. Here was 

jast what he Wwanled—eXperience. Ol 

course. he might never return—well= he 

would try his lack with Gertrude at once, 

and if he failed he would accept the posi- 

tion : if not he would stay ¢ 

Having settled the question as far as he 

opportunity tu speek (Gertrude upon | 

the subject. This was no easy matter, for 

she was seldom alone ; and if, by chance, 

she and he were en tete-a-tete she Invari- 

ably snubbed him when he became at all 

sentimental, 

# One day, however, they were out with a 

party boating up the river, and she had 

been unusually gracious to him. If he 

could only get her alone, now was his 

chance. With this object in view, he pro- 

posed landing and resting on the bauk, 

They were passing a cool and shady spot 

where the branches of the trees dipped 

their leaves into the stréam and mingled 

them with the water lilies that floated 

drowsily ber eath their shelter from the 

wer turned and became shallow. r, which 

meant some hard pulling. A cow lowed 

og liile distance, It was very Lot 

Vincent wou his point, and the party ra. 

the boat ashore, 

Just as Sternroyd had made up his min 

that it was about time to 1 

Gibbs should take a stroll with him in lie 

weadows, Alton Jones, & hatec rival, co 

suggest Mis 

iy walked her off and left nm 10 moun 

his lack of nerve. Allon Jones had & re- 

cord as a spriuicel, aC Was X pe Dim £ 
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me think 
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3 ining then " 

wany cows in Rubens’ 

: way be permitted 

ZK y the boat—you will 

His “reasons” were plainly wis 

[hey were pawiug Lhe ground aod sad 

ing undoubted preparations for Bg Ag 

the intruders. 

“A bull! velled Alton Jones enor 

v Then the party retraced thew 

with more speed than digeny, aut Mo 

Jones proved bis right be 20061 

held. Vincent, UOWeYer wag pol Ladi] Lut 

and kept between Gertrute ant Loe ap- 

rroaching sporting and Lellowing Jord ul 

Lhe pasiure. 

reacts Ye land- As Jones was the first « 

ing, be was there to help Gertrude when 

she arrived : the others scrambied 1 next 

and Vincent was left to push off the boat 

just as the enemy appeared on ‘he bank 

above them 

Gertrude bad Leen 100 busy tw look 

backwards while running. 

know what Vincent had done 
’ 

ly knew Lie was the last 1 

and did not 

she mere- 

into the 

boat, and compared ais agility as a runner 

with that of tue disadvan- 

tage. He must be a * duffer *’ she thought 

if be could not run a 

get 

olhcr 0 ns 

? 

ast as the gir | 

could. Then she noticed how pale he 

was and attracted general attention to the 

fact by remarking : ** Why Vincent, how 

white vou are. Were you afraid 7" 

“ You bet I was, ”* he replied, honestly, 

“weren't you 1” 

“Oh, 1 am a girl ” she replied, evasive- 

ly, remembering that a new woman should 

not have feminine weaknesses ; “ but if I 

were a man, | would not be, or if I were 

would not acknowledge it.” 

“ Why not 7" asked Vincent, 

She shrugged her shoulders and point- 

edly turned to Alton Jones. 

“Qu, M1, Jones!” she exclaimed, *it 

' was so kind of you to help me, regardless 

"of the peril you yourself were in, It was 

' noble of you. Ido so admire courage.” 

| The men looked at her and then at each 

| other, uncertain whether she was quietly 

| ridiculing them or not. She continued : 

“If ever I marry, it must be a chevalier 

| Bayard © sans peur ef sans reproche.” 1bave | 

| my ideal, you see, Mr. Jones,” 

| Here she paused and Mr. Jones swelled 

with pride to almost twice his normal 

Vincent was listening in quiet | | size. 

| amusement, when 

' him and scornfully observed : 

“But I despise a coward.” 

Vincent was too nroud to answer, but | 

his face reddened te the roots of his curly 

blonde hair. The men laughed, because | 

they knew Vincent's reputation was above 

suspicion, and that no man could have | 

said the same thing with impunity. The 

girls laughed because they misunderstood 

the men’s motives, and Gertrude laughed 

‘after a while because she had convicted | 

Vincent of poltroonery and now had 

something against him at last. But it did 

not make her any happier. She wished 

it bad been something else she had dis. 

covered against him. 

Vincent was terribly hurt, not so mucl 

at the imputation, but at the evident dis 

regard for his feelings that Gertrude dis 

played. 

It was absolutely cruel, the way sh 

held him up to scorn—or thought she did. 
1 which, as as she was concerned cam: 

to the sawe thing. He did not blame her 

so much for mistaking the admission of 

fear for cowardice—it 1¢ & Very common 

mistake—but he felt that if she could 

“show him up like that she could not 

care for him—must even dislike him, 

When they reached the house Vincent 

quietly told bis host and hostess that he 

had accepted the offer of the Editor of the 

Universe to go out to Japan as war corres. 

| pondent, and that he would bave to go vp 

i to town the next day. 
| 

| Gertrude was not up in time to bid bia 

| “good-bye ” so he left without seeing her, 

| for which he was duly grateful. He felt 

| not only hurt but angry the more he 

| thought of her treatment of him, and it 

| had taken all the diplomacy at the com- 

' mand of Alton Jones and the others to 

keep him from finding a gentlemanly 

| excuse to give them esch a thrashing by 

way of sa've to his sore feelings 

In this state of mind be remained, and 

received an invitation to be present at a 

ball given on Gertrude’s eighteenth birth- 

dav. The Gitibe back to the nad come 

| 

she suddenly turned to | had come over her—or Vincent either. 

| fore supper ”’ valse with Jones and was 

| tacke 

city on purpose 10 celebrate the event, and | 

t was 10 tuke place upon the eve of his 

departure ic the seat of war. 

At first he was tempted to refuse ; but 

upon second thought, decided to accept 

and show Miss Gertrude bow little he 

ared for her opinions or herself. 

She ied particularly pretty that 

night Her plump throat and arms 

ely in the glare of the elec- 

her long, silken, chestnut 

ks were ed up on the crown of her 

tle head ina way to expose the 

shoulders. Her 

ne like =apphires De- 

| od igh thy I od | 4 » a 

v Es carly cell ow 

pe =k we EY 

fa figure as graceful au rfect 

a Psvehe, and her action were the 

ery of motion 

heautifui, Hs not know whether pe 

adored her or hated Ded lowever, he 

eveu ns 3 Lat {tle feet as hers, and 

at wi LD Der card 

for the ) ROL Jer supper—ine ole 

for « { Le Was ever known Lo Keep 

ak ey 

Woy, the one Gefore supper 1s not en- 

tage he exciaimed, surprised out of 

r usual behavior towards hiw., 

"his one w do very nicely, thank 

you,” he replied, calmly ; then, with a 

tle bow, moved away to secure other 

par Li She colored, and tapped her 

tle toes on the carpet, iu vexation at 

layivg herself open to a snub from him 

She could not imagine how Le dared to 
do it. Why, he might as well bave wie 

her at once he did not want to dance wity 

her at all, Well, she did 

Bat she had not expected it 

not care~—pot 

she. from 

him, 

Since her last cons ersation with blw uo 

had 

counts of him. all infinitely to 
the country she heard various a 

CreQil 

and proving him to be aspytiing but a 

coward. All his college friends, inc.uding 

Jones himself, were perfectly willing 10 

testify to his courage. They gave glow 

ing accounts of his prowess in food, field 

with and even personal encounters, at. 

without gloves, and she was beginning WU 

think she had not only wantonly insulted 

him, but grossly misjudged him into the 

Laigaiu. She had lutended apologizing 

to Him, but now she just wouldn’t. It 

served him right ; he should not have ad. 

mitted he was afraid.” Then when she 

thought he was going away and might 

never come back, the tears came to her 

eyes and she had all she could do to re- 

strain them, She had also suddenly dis 
covered he was handsome. True she had 

heard other girls say so before, but she 
had always shrugged her shoulders and 
replied : “ D’ you think so 1” And he 
danced so well, too. And how entertain- 

cd and interested his partner always 

seemed to be ; and as he passed with a 

pretty girl in his arms she experienced a 

novel sensation, She was actually jeal- 

ous! She had gone too far, and he did 

not care for ber any more ; that was evi- 

dent. What a fool she had been! Well, 

she didn’t care ; there were plenty of oth- 

er men only too anxious to serve her 
Alton Jones and Molyneux Brown and 

Alexander Van Squalter, and—but some- 

how they did not seem very attractive to 

night. She could not listen to their 

small talk with interest or even patience 

to-night, She could not understand what 

She had danced the much-coveted ‘“ be- 

waiting for supper to be asnoukbl 

when her mother came up looking very 

Is essential to 
health. Every nook 
and corner of the 
system is reached by the blood, and on 
its quality the condition of every organ de 
pends. Good blood means strong nerves, 
good digestion, robust health. Impure 
blood means scrofula, dyspepsia, rheuma- 
tism, catarrh or other diseases. The surest 
way to have good blood is to take Hood's 
Barsaparilla. This medicine purifies, vi- 
talizes, and enriches the blood, and sends 
the elements of health and strength to 
every nerve, organ and tissue. It creates 

a good appetite, gives refreshing sleep 
and cures that tired feeling. Remember, 

Hood: 
Sarsaparilla 

| Is the best — in fact the One True Blood Purifier. 

a cure Liver Ills; easy to 
Hood's Pills take, easy to operate. 2se. 

pale and nervous and told the orchestra | 

to play another valse, She was just about 

to ask Mrs. Gibbs what was the matter | 

when the music of one of Waldteufel’s | 

masterpieces floated upon the ‘ragrant an 

and Jon s asked her if he could have the 
honor. As he was 10 take her inte sup- 

per she naturally said he might and they | 

were about to start when the orchestra | 

dropped their instruments with a crash 

and the lady of the house quietly fainted 

away, : 

The cause of all this was the appear- 

arce of a terrible looking figure in the 

doorway. At first glance it was nothing 

more than a man cook ; but the look iu 

his eyes, the froth at the corners of bis 

mouth, his bristling bair, mustache, and 

goatee. together with the brardisbing of 

a huge carving knife he carried in his 

muscular right hand, proclaimed the fact 

that he was out of his senses. 

He was & tall man, angular and with 

high cheek bones. His hooked nose, rath- 

er large and pointed ears and long mus- 

He wore his cap jauntily on one side, h's 

prom artistically draped and he showed 

his long white teeth in a sardonic smile 

{hat sent a cold thrill down the spines of | 

the assembled company. 

For a moment the apparition cooly su1- 

veved the crowd of balf paralyzed soc 

ety men and women, and tried the edy 

of his blade om a hair he deliberate 

plucked from his head for the purpos.. 

The awkward pause that followed wa: | 

broken by the chef himself who observed 

politely : 

“ Gentleman an’ lady—zat ze soupper 

ees late ees my fault an’ also not my 

fault, I naf been waiting for my soup- 

meat an’ she haf no come. I must haf 

soup-meat. Will one of zese gntlemans 

or of zese lady be kind enough to let me 

make soup of him.” 

This was said sweetly enough to have 

charmed most people into volunteering 

. at once : but no one seemed eager to dis- 

tinguish themselves. 

This dilatoriness exasperated the chef, 

whose politeness vanished, and with blaz 

ing eyes, he thundered : 

“Sacr-r-r-r-e tonnerre! Nom d’ume 

pipe! If no person will come zen I will 

take ze first zat arrive myself. 

papier ! 

pare an’ she haf hunger.” 

Poor Mrs. 

ignorance of the awful fact that her can- 

uibalism bad come to light at last, 

And sill no one stirred or spoke. 

“No!” shrieked the ckef, losing all part- 

ience, “ zed ve are going to see ; vait !”’ 

He gave a stamp like an infuriated bull 

and brandished his carver aloft. Every. 

body expected to be killed in their ‘racks 

Gibbs ! 

when a voice said : 

“Stop Crouton ! I’ll go with youn,” 

The maniac immeoistely resumed his 

suavity and replied, with 2 little bow : 

“A la bonne eure! An’ it eez Mon- 
Sterproyd, too, Good! He was 

You 

will make 2 ver’ mice soup, Monsieur, ver’ 

sleul 

ever obliging — Monsieur Bternroyd, 

exceslent soup ” 

“See that § do, Crouton, or I shall luse 

faith in ability,” replied 

Vincent good naturedly, Then he aad. 

ed +“ Facuse me just one moment, chef, 

this card to Miss Ger- 

your enlnery 

I want 10 gins 

ruse.” 

The chef bowed like a gallant courtier, 

while the young man scribbled a few words 

on bis card and banded it to Miss Gibbs, 

“ Now I am at your disposal, chef,” he | 
wutinged, joiving the cook at the door, 

gave him the appearance of al 

Mebistopheles masquerading as a chef. | 

Sac a | 

I haf madame’s dinner to pre- | 

She was in blissful | 
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popular varieties that succeed in the 
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WANTED AT ONCE: Active agents 
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stamp ! 

for fall particulars or 25 cents for $1 
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Introdye | toria, Her Life and Reign,” 
| tion by Lord Dufferin, 
| book, Sales marvellous, 
| girl, wife, mother, monarch, Reads lil 
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| mission, Books on 
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| Tue Busnrey-Garrprson Co, Ltd , 
| Toronto, Ont, 
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WANTED HELP. 
{ 

aud desvending the stairs with him, appar. | 
ently vu the vest of terms, 

Gertrude then looked at the card and 

read © ¥ Will keep bim as long as | can, 

Sond for patel. Quick, or it may be wo 
ry 

Alh UN 

Turping to Jones she seid excitedly ; | 

“You run for the police, and I'll turn in 
the alarw wysel.” 

Meanwhile, Viocent snd the chef had 

reached the kitchen, into which the latter 
with 2 bow. They 

were all alone there, for the servants 

yavaled the prewises iu a great barry. 

ushered the foriaer 

oudsnved gn Faye 5.) 

af i rol in every locality (loeal or truv- 
 eling) to po yo a new discovery and sur 

rds lucke hd (« C6 ked 
throughout town ond 

yiment. Commission on 
sy 

3.00 er month and expenses nd 
! f wy hank hn started. For par- 
tieulars, write 

THE WORLD MEDICAL ELECTRIC CO., 
London, Ont., Canada 

Old Postage Stamps 

PFFORE 1870, Will give from §1,00 
to 8500 each for the rarer kin 

They wre worth most when left on toe 
envelopes, Address W. A, 

: Elliott Row, Bt, Jubn, N, B, 
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Grandly illustrated, Big con: | 
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