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With the leader of the Opposi-
tion announcing his belief in a fed-
eral election betore another session

of Parliament, it becomes the
people ot each constituency to
make up their minds as to the

proper course to pursue when the
Sir Charles Tup
per is not always happy in his
but iy this case
whether he be correct or not, there

election comes.
prophecies,

must be an election betore many
months, and now in the quiet time
preceding the tumult and excite-

good op-

ment of the election, 1s a

pnrtunit_\' tor the unprejudiced
voter to 1.:: K¢ up his mind as to
which of the two poiitical }»:n‘tie»
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eral Aduministration since 1896
heen honest, wise and progressive
in its conduct of public affairs, |
with a resulting national progress
and prosperity to justity their re-
tention of popular favour? Has |
the Conservative party any better
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[n an { ng he first (ilh'ﬂitm "
for himsel Nerd may be room for
difference of opinion as to some
particular policy carried into ef-
fect by the present government,
'/‘-.‘.t if considered h!‘omﬂ}'. the
second part of that question is
really an answer to the first. If

e result of the past few years of
saberal Administration has been
a general progress and prosperity
on the part of Canada, then it
would almost seem to follow that
the government of the country was
honest, wise and progressive, un-
less indeed we assume that the
country is progressive in spite of,
rather than as a result of, the Ad-
ministration’s policy and in that
case we could only ask ourselves
which party administration has
been productive of least harm.
3ut luckily for our country most
Canadiansg are not so cynical as to
take this latter so that our
proposition will be generally ac-
Of the
progress and present prosperity of

o

view,
eepted as fair and logical.
Canada there is luckily no doubt
or dispute. The country’s trade
in three years has increased ninety-

five million dollars as against an
increasce of ninety-two millions in
the 18 years preceding 1896

With an admittedly reduced tax-
ation of our people of no less than
three million dollars a year, the
Jower tariff has produced $8,000,-
000 more revenue this year than
the higher Conservative tariff pro-
duced in the last year of Conser-

vative rule. This year cursurplus

|

only

i $5,200,000 as compared with a
i deficit under Conservative rule in
( 1895 of over four million dollars.

' In the last three years of Conser:
| vative government there were not

constant deficits but there
was an increase of the public debt

cof over sixteen million dollars as

' agast six millions added to the

|

b
b
|
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debt in the past three years. Nor
‘is it only in the domain of trade
‘and finance that the policy of the
Liberal government has shown a
marked success. Since 1896 Can-
'ada has broadened and expanded
i every direction. It might fairly
e said, Sir Wilfred Laurier and
his colleagues found this country
colony without self-reliance, nar-
row in ideas. intolerant in expres-
sion, weak in its patriotism; in
three short years ,Canada has be-
come a Let us briefly
glance atsome portion of this wide
reaching and progressive policy.
We are reminded of the prefer-
ence given British imports as per-
haps the most important and far
reaching in its results. Is therea
man in Canada to-day who is not
proud of that piece of legislation?
Nay more, can we not further con-
gratulate ourselves that it was the
administration of our brilliant
French-Canadian statesman, Sir
Wilfred Laurier, which gave ex-
pression to the first example of
practical loyalty to Imperial in.
terests from this or any other col-
ony? 1tis not even the present
advantage to the manutacturers of
the home land which makes this
imperial policy so importaut, but
rather the suggestion contained in
its practical loyalty that here in
Canada we know no littleness of
race for our people of
whatever are Canadians
all, loyal to the mother land under

nation.

bigotry,
tongue

been fostered, and
be to make a sacri-

freedom has
ready 1f need
fice to maintain

vigor the empire of which we form
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Akin to this imperial tarift pref-
erence,

troduced a year ago. By the ex-

ercise of rigid economy the Post-|
|

master General was able to reduce

the enormous annual

which our people were accustomed
unt:l the postal revenne was suf-
ficient the

for expenditure even

under greatly increased postal fa-|

cilities in every part of Canada.
lowed the introduction of
penny postage within the Empire
a movement which not only
with the support and approval

all the people of this Dominion

irrespective ot party, but has given

| Canada a prominence in the eyes

of the world. This has had its
practical eftect in directing to
these shores an influx ot British
gold which was being used to de-
velop other lands, so that besides
making communication less ex-
pensive by one-third than it for-
merly had been, our people have
reaped the benefit in the faith this
measure has inspired in this coun-
Y.

The freedom of the franchise
conferred on our people by the
present administration is another
act for which the Laurier Admin-
istration deserve support The
abolition of the Dominion Fran-
chise Act, which justly earned for
itself the name of being the most
iniquitous piece of legislation ever
placed on the statute books of
Canada, has freed our people of
their bondage to the political hack
formerly known as the Revising
Barrister. Iere in Kent we felt
the gulling of the yoke to its full
extent, for in this county it was the |
whim of the Revising Barrister
than any franchise qualifi-
cations which determined the
rights of the electorate. We have
here felt in its thoroughness what
it means for a federal party to con-
trol the electoral list through an
irrespousible agent, and if the
present government had done
nothing more than correct this

dt]lc

abuse of the popular privilege, it
would deserve the hearty support
ot our people.

If space permitted, we would re=
fer at length to the lessening of
the peoples burthens by the ad-
justment of the " tariff which not
only reduced the duties as a whole,
but make the heavy reductionson

the poorer ciasses as was fair and
just. We could also call attention
to the progressive spirit shown in
the conduct of each and every de-
partment of the government,
which has given Canada increased
trade, postal and railway facilities,
but enough has been said to show
that the Liberal Administration
since 1896 has been honest, wise
and progressive in its conduet of
public affairs with
national progress and prosperity
which might fairly justify their
retention ot popular favour.
Coming to the second question,
it we are to believe the Conserva-
tive leaders, their party has no
policy to offer the people of Cana-
da, for they have been put to
shame on their loyalty cry, their
leaders have been proven to be
mere tyros in the art of govern-
ment, while they loudly assert the
Liberals have stolen their trade
policy. Whether this assertion
be correct or not, there would
seem to be noinducement in turn-
ing out of power an administra
tion whose trade policy is so effec-
tive that their opponents claim the
credit of having originated it.
Will Sir Charles Tupper offer the
country higher protection or a free

in its fullness of

is the Penny Postage in- |

| vative party
deficitzs to

| neither and he knows 1t.
whose kindly sway our perfect |

trade policy? The country wants
He can-
not promise a better revenue pro-
ducer without stultifying his
record. It would be difficult from

| a comparison of the record of the

two parties in government to con-

vince the country that the.Con-
servatives should be placed i
power at the present time. In-

deed many assert, and with a de-
gree of wisdom, that the Conser-
must be born again.
Since the time of SirJohn A. Me-

| Donald it has been a party living
'and claiming its right to govern

| on reminiscences of past greatness

» | people condemned in 1896.
met |

rather than on present - perform-
To-day the

themselves * whom

leaders
the
At
that time they were divided
against themselves, to-day their
envy of and disloyalty to one an-
other is quite apparent. Canada
wants no repetition of those mem-
orable days when the rabble whom
their leader termed a nest of trait-
ors brought the blush of shame to
all Canadians who regretted that
the country’s history must for all
time be marred by the ignoble
story of the political pygmies, who
in 1896 strove to fill a position too
big for them. A new race of
leaders must be presented by the
Conservative party before that
party can hope to win popular ap-
proval, for the *“nest ot traitors”
have not even shown sorrow for
their double crime against their
party and country., The hiztory
of their personal treachery to one
another and of their double deal-
ing with the ‘country in trying to
retain the reins of government on
a religious and race question is
condemned by all. In 1896 Can-
ada was called to pass through a

ances, very

}H‘OS(‘HY

the articles used as necessaries and |
by the substitution of ad va.loremi
for specific duties lightened the |
tax on the cheaper goods used by |

a resulting

roperation of the I, C, R,

‘the most bitter opponents of the measure,

crisis which thanks to the patriot- |

ism of the electorate, was settled

% to the discredit of those men who

in their eagerness for office had en-
dangered the very existence of our
confederation. To-day with that
question settled and the busiless
conditions of oar country revived
and enlarged, the people of Can-!
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doubt in this county as in every
county in this Province, our people
will show their appreciation of
honest, wise and progressive gov-
ernment by their hearty and suc-
cessful support of the candidates
of the Liberal Party..
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THE BLAIR BAI\QL‘ET

The banquet tendered by the City of
Moncton to the Minister of Railways or
Monday, Ocvober 2ud, was a fitting tribut
to, the seusible railway policy introduce.
and successfully carried through by the
Hon, Mr. Blair under his
control.  Asa raillway ceutre, Monecton i-
wore or less bound up in the successfu!
avd whatever
s the latter has an cffect in building
up and increasing the prosperity of the
The extension of the I. C.
to Montreal was carried through iu

«n the sytem

benefi*

railway hub.
Ry.
the face of the most bitter opposition o
the part of the Conservative Opposition,
whose leaders made use of the most fia:-
rant misrepresentation of facts in order to
blind the public to the value of the pro-
posed measure. [t might naturally have
been expected that the people and even
the members of parliament from constit-
uencies west of Montreal would readily
believe anything detrimental to the al-
ready unpopular I. C. R., for up to 1896
that system was the bugbear of all western
Canada. It was however surprising to
think that any member from the Maritime
Provinces and especially those represent.-
ing comstituencies through which the 1. C,
R. passed, should have so far forgotten the
duties they owed to their respective coun-
ties, as to oppase the extension of a sys-
tem whose successful operation is a neces-
sity to the trade of a large part of these
Provinces by the sea. Yet almost with-
out exception the Conservative members
from the Marititae Provinces were among

although it was so clearly in the interest
of their respective coustituencies, Of
them all perhaps the most prowinent part
in opposing the extension of the I. C. R.
to Montreal was taken by Mr. H. A:
Powell, M. P., for Westmorland, and it is
therefore most fitting that the industrial
centre of that county should by its ban-
quet show the marked disapproval of all
political parties with the agtion of their
member at Ottawa,

We are glad to note that the banquet
was a success in every way, nearly two
hundred guests attending the dinner, while
in addition over 1000 others listened to
the speeches of the Minister of Railways
and the other speakers. In his speech,
Mr. Blair explained clearly his position
with regard to the I, C. R. He exposed
the misrepresentation used by his oppon-
ents, showing that he bad obtained for
8140000 a year, running rights over the
Grand Trunk Ry. and the Victoria Bridge
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THE REVIEW,
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hearers the best procf of the wisdom of
the action taken on the extension of the
road was the fact that this vear the [. C.
R. had paid all running aud maintenance
expenses together with the paymente to
the Grand Truuk and Drummond County
Ryv., and for slmost the first time in its
history had a substantial surplus. Mr.
Blair alsc exposed the unfairness of the
charge that to arrive at this surplus the I,
C. R accounts had been cooked. “If,”'
said the Miunister, “the I. C. R. accounts
“were cooked in 1898, then they were
“eooked the previous year and every year
“since it has been a railway, for the same
“method of bookkeeping has been em-
“ployed in the last year as in all former
“years. Ido not make up the accounts,
“but accept as correct what the ofticials of
“the road announce to me.”
; Sl L
THE FINAL EXPOSURE.

The speech of Premier Emmerson at
Codys, Queens County, last week in reply
to Mr. Hazen’s remarks at the same place
a month ago, gives the explanation in full
of the reasons for the withdrawal by the
latter gentleman of the bridge charges in
the Provincial Legislature last winter, It
appears that Mr. Hazen finding himself
uuable to substantiate the charges was
forced, in crder to save appearances be-
fore the country, to appeal to the gener-
osity of the man whom he bal most
foully slandered. After making the
charges in the House he refused to move
for an investigation by a comanittee, and
Premier Emmerson himself made the mo-
tion. The Cowmmittee was struck and
met several days, finding Mr. Hazen on
each occasion unprepared to name any
witnesses. The leader of the Opposition
finding himself cornered, sought the inter-
vention of government members, asking
them to urge “poo the Premier the late-
ness of the session and the necessity of an
early - adjournment. Mr, Emmerson re-

backward step at the next e]ec-|mtereat in unexcelled terminal hcllmu:

tion.
plies as forcibly as in any part of

In New Brunswick this ap- ! country at least $20,000,000 to acquire by |

'purchm, or at 3 per cent. the sum of

there which would otherwise have cost the |

the Dominion, and we have no $600,000 a year. As he reminded his

.

mained firm, notifying his followers of his
intention to remain until Christmas if
uecessary in order to ¢lear his name of the
foul stain of disbonesty which must re.
main on it so lung as Mr. Hazen’s charzes
were ou the record umanswered, Poor

Mx. Hazen, who up to this time had drift-
ed aleng with the stream, saw that he

might as well drink the bitter cup first as

last and offered to withdraw all charges of
dishouesty or corrupt motives on the part
of the Premier if the latter wonld consent
to the Bridge charges standing over, which
as Mr. Emmerson pointed out, meant end-
ing them. When it is remembered that
the charges made were not agaiust the

government’s policy in building these steel ,

bridges without tender, but were made
against Henry R. Emmerson as Chief
Comumissioner, charging him with paying
an excessive price to personal and politi-
cal friends and implying dishonesty and
corrupt motives, the full measure of Mr.
Hazen’s action in humibating ht(uselt
ratber than face the investigating ocom-
mittee is understood. Last winter when
the events occurred, the mouth of the
P.emier was in honor closed and the full
meaning of the affair was not known; but
the action of foolish Mr. Hazeu in per-
sisting in discussing the questions and
making further mis-statements, has re-
leased Mr Emmerson from any obligatica
to keep the facts secret, Those poor de-
laded enthusiasts who were willing to
stake their all on Mr. Hazen’s sincely, 7 in
making the Bridge charges, will be slight-
ly disgusted at the knowledge of his he-
trayal of them. The country has already
vindicated the good name of Premier Em-
merson, being unwilling even in ignor-
ance of the facts to accept the slanders so
freely eireulated at the instance of J.
Douglas Hazeu, the Modern Moses of the
Local Opposition., After this exposnre
we should fancy Mr. Hozen was not likely
to get even in sight of the promised laud
of government control,
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