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THE BURSTING OF THE 
BUBBLE. 

The splendid vindication of the 

Emmerson Administration from 
the Opposition charge ot extrava- 
gance in connection with the con- 

struction of the permanent iron 

bridges of this Province, which 
was given by the Premier himself 

in his speech at Fredericton 
Thursday last and reported in our 

Supplement to-day, has proven the 
utter folly and lack of foundation 

of the hysteria of the parish poli- 
ticians comprising the Stockton 
Opposition. In that speech Prem- 

ier Emmerson discusses the ques- 

tion in all its fullness, shewing 

that the Bridges built by the Do- 

minion Bridge Company of Mont- 
real and by the Canadian Bridge 

on 

Company of the same place, cost 

the Province from 6 to 7 cents a 

pound for the superstructure, while 

the work performed was in no 
s nse satisfactory. Taking up the 
Trout Creek and Salisbury Bridges 
built by the former, and the 

Hampton Bridge built by the lat- 
ter Company, Mr. Emmerson 

shews the character of the stroe- 

tures to be in no sense equal to the 

permanent bridges built for the 
Government by the Moncton or 

Chatham foundries, while the cost 

was as great and in some cases 

‘show that the Opposition mem- 

| bers of that Committee joined with 
the Government Committee men 

“in exonerating the Emmerson Ad- 

‘and urged the Government to give 

‘the preference to local concerns in 

| the construction of New Bruns- 

‘wick bridges. Yet in the face of 

this signed report he shows that 

‘these very opposition gentlemen 

‘are the most noisy in their blatant 

condemnation eof the Government 

for whut in their serious moments 

in the Committee Room they had 

‘commended. Surely such a piece 

“of unexampled hypoerisy and po- 

| 

nature ot the political acrobats 

whom they are following. 

The Premier explains the dif- 

wick permanent bridges and those 

with which they have been com- 

pared in Nova Scotia. and shews 

{that our permanent bridges are 

| from 50 to 100 

| stantial than those of the sister 

| Province, which therefore natur- 

| ally cost much-less. He offers to 

litical juggling will disgust the in- | 

| dependent men of the Opposition | 

ference between the New DBruns-| 

per cent. more sub- | 

‘report of the Public Accounts the case the public accounts con- 

Committee for 1897 and 1898 to clusively shew that the great bulk 

$1 00 per ineh ist insertion. | ministration from this very charge ‘the words of the immortal Shakes- 

'peare, we might say of the Fraser 

finances then in sight, but iu 1882 

| party and shew them the true 
9, Ifuny person orders his peper discontinued | 

| 
| 

' the next year this Act was left to 
‘them as a legacy, and the burden | than $18,015.84, a pretty good 
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of our Provincial debt was rolled 

up by the late Conservative Ad- 

ministration, commonly known as 

the Fraser Administration, In 

Government, “The evil that men 

do lives after them, the good is 

oft interred with their bones.” 
When the Fraser Government en- 

tered upon their reckless policy of 

wholesale subsidies to railways 

throughout this Province, it was 
not content with pledging all the 

- oes 

| . . 

the three years, all of which is 
fully accounted for in the shape of 
permanent bridges and other im- 

provements which are really an 

: pt 8 £ the G "assert, not to mention the increased 

in Sha ony yes SRP | grants in the interest of agricul 
ernment, the Fraser Administra- 

: : A di ‘tare and in order to protect our 
ssed ¢ t providing a | : 

tion passed an Act providing a |, jer game and other interests. 
subsidy of $3000 a mile for some In the last year the current rev- 

thirty or forty railways throngh- enue was $745,202.59, while our 

out New Brunswick. When the | .vierent expenditure was $727, 

Blair Government came intepower 186.75, or credit balance of rev. 

"enue over expenditure of no less 

oF making the phy oe shewing for a Government which 

this Act thrown upol: Ems nc ‘has been so persistently charged 

their successors. Luckily for the | ivy, rookies expenditure. That 

country the promoters of Bll of |), present Government has used 

these ot 2a dre have pot the income to better advantage 
) v] S . 

been y le = gr viele sul ‘than any previous Government, 
$ ~ . . . 

and demand their subsidies to |, oven excepting their, immed 

which they rh entitled oI. oon | ate predecessors, the Mitchell and 
forming with the conditions of the | risk the life of his Administration 

(on the report of two competent 

| engineers in case they do not re-! 

| port that the permanent bridges 

| constructed hy his government will 

outlast the Nova Scotia bridges 

for so long a period as to justify 

them costing double the price. 

Taking up the insinuation of 

boodling in connection with the 

Opposition charge, Mr. Emmerson 

shows that the stockholders of the | 

Record Foundry are mainly better 

political enemies, and it is fair to 

assume that not with such men, 

‘even if he were dishonest, would 

he be inclined to make a deal. 
The bridge scandal bubble has 

burst as we predicted it would and 

has overwhelmed the originators 

of it with well merited ridicule. 

The 18th day of this present | 

month will give the electorate of 

New Brunswick an opportunity to 

administer the rebuke thatis re- 

| quired to the authors of a charge | 

' which they themselves knew tobe | 
| without any more solid foundation 

‘than might be found in the veno- 
mous hatred and envy which po- 

litical wrecks bear to their more 

Act, but that one Act has been 

responsible for almost the entirety 
of the increase in the debt of this 
Province from the year 1883 until 
the present time. Such an inheri- 

tance we venture to say has never 

been left to its successors as was 
left by the Fraser Administration. 

But that was not enough, tor be- 
sides pledging the future in a des- 

perate effort to retain power, this 
same, Fraser Administration had 

given away nearly one-half of the 
revenue from the timber lands 

of our Province by providing an 

enormous land grant to the New 
Brunswick Railway for the con- 

struction of the Railway from 

Fredericton to Andover. The 
Railway Company were allowed 

to send lumber surveyors through 
the counties of York, Carleton, 
Victoria, Madawaska and North- 
umberland, and select the most 

valuable timber lands with the re- 
sult that nearly as much stumpage 
revenue is collected from the lands 

thus given away as from the en- 

tire acreage of timber lands still 
owned by the Province. Besides 

competent and successful rivals. 

' The only canse for regret is that 
"a reckless and irresponsible oppo- 
sition should sink so low as to find 

| themselves compelled to immolate 
a $7.00 a week apprentice on the 
altar of their political necessity. 

None of the structures 

built by any outside Bridge Com- 
greater. 

pany was less than 6 cents a pound 
and from that to 7 cents a pound, 

excepting the Woodstock Bridge 

which was a trifte less, and the 

this that same Administration | 

sold for a nominal sum many 
thousand acres of timber lands, | 

one sale or gift to Mr. Alexander 
Gibson embracing a strip miles in | 
length and about oue mile in, 
width on each side of the Nash-| 

Blair Administrations, no fair- 
minded voter who considers the 

question for a moment, will deny. 
' The Emmerson Government has 

nothing to fear therefore from the 
fullest statement of the facts in 

connection with the debt of this 
Province, which can only show 
that the Opposition are only try- 
ing to place the burden on the 
wrong shoulders, and if honest, 

' must only condemn their own Ad- 
ministration previous to 1883 for 

| the great load put upon the people 

of this Province by the Conserva- 
tives when last in power. Such a 

| showing must make our people 
hesitate to entrust another Conser- 
vative Government with the finan- 

ces of the Province. 

| 
| 
| 

| 
| { 
| 
| 

~~ - 

THE COMING ELECTIONS. 

A dissoluticn having been an- 
nounced, and an election an- 

nounced for the 18th instant, it 
now behooves the fiiends of the 

Local Government to lose no time 
‘and spare no effort between now 
‘and polling day to elect the Gov- 
ernment candidates in this Coun- 
ty. The record of the Emmerson 
Government and of the candidates 

themselves has been fully set forth 

in our columns in the past, and all 
our readers are fully acquainted 
with the good work done in this! 

County by our local members. Company which built 1t lost $4000 
on the job 

In no case was a bridge built 
by any of these outside concerns 

at any such price as the Opposi- 

tion claim they are willing to build 

them for Taking up the report 
the Mr 

Holmes, the Premier explains that 

of so-called Engineer, 

that gentleman instead of being a o 

competent engineer, is a youth 

who was employed until recently 

the I. C R. mn department at | 

‘The Moncton Convention failed to | waak River in York County and 
give Dr. Stockton any encourage- | including some of the very best 

ment of success in the coming con | timber lands in the whole Prov- 

Meetings will be held and the 
issues fully discussed by the candi- 

dates and other speakers, and we 
test, and now the last straw of ince. We venture to say that if feel assured that the electors of 

hope in the shape of the attempted | this reckless policy had not been 
| . v 

bridge scandal has proved equally | entirely stopped by the Blair Gov- 

"ernment coming into power in Atter the vote has been | 

polled, the leader of the Opposi-| 1883, the entire heritage of the 
. * 3% v 3 r 3 ar « i YE Ps Ss 10 
tion will be useful as a potent illus. | people, as far as timber lands is 

concerned, would have been thus tration for embryo politicians of a | 
disposed of long cre this. at 

| 

political wreck stranded on the | 

shores of time in the old attempt | It will thus be seen that the 

delusive. 

| Kent County will not take a back- 
‘ward step, but will return the Gov- 
‘ernment candidates at the coming 

election by a larger majority than 

“at the last general elections. 
Owing tothe short time at their 

disposal and the amount of ground 
to be covered, anything in the | 
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from the provincial accounts to 
show that a large proportion of 

this money has been paid over to 
Mr. A. Haines, whom it refers to 

as a government pet from York 
County. It accuses Mr. James 

Barnes of being a party to some 
crooked work and says there must 
be a ‘rake oft” somewhere. Now 

the reason that so much work has 
been done on the bridges in Kent 
Jounty, is because the bridges 

THE OLD OLD STORY. 
- 

See ih Sion assumed a leader- 
ship of the Loca ition, the peopie 
of New Brunswick Rae i hel. rl a 
sliuderous charge of corruption on the 
part of the Government every session. 
The Leary Investigation, the Coeague 
Bridge fizzle, the Balcom and Quinn 
fiw-cos, not to forget the alleged crime of 
the stumpave adjustment which the Op- 
position delighted to call the infamous 
Northumberland deal have convinced the 
people of this Province of the justice of 
the motto “Evilis to him who evil 
thinks.” The hysteria on the part of the 
Opposition urges them to accept any state- 

tunity of supplying the needs of 

wieut no matter how rediculous it may 
appear if it only charges some wrong do- 
1g on the part of the Local Government. 
In some of these attempts to inplicate the 
Government we are sorry to say that the 
Opposition have been guilty of worse than 
folly. Four example in the Quinn Inves- 
tigation in which the so-called evidence 
was collected by Dr. Stockton in the silent 
watches of the night, the Opposition was 

needed the work and Mr. Barnes 

and his colleagnes lost no oppor- 

their constituents. Where they 
saw that bridges were needed they 
lost no time in erecting them. 

The reason that the name of Mr. 
Alfred Haines appears as having 

received most of the money ex- 

pended in the County, is because 
Mr. Haines is a builder and in- 
spector of bridges for the govern- 

ment, and most of the work on 

these structures was doue under 
his supervision Men were hired 
by the day and the money was 
paid them by Mr. Haines, who 

gave receipts for the several 

| to ride into power on a deception 
of the public To quote the say- | 

Aiter all the | 128 attributed to a distinguished | 

bluft of the Opposition in with- | Yankee, “You may deceive part 

: : “of the people all the time or all 
holding the name of.ithe engineer, | i : 

: “the people part of the time, but 

| 
Moncton at $7.25 a week and who 

| 

is now a student at a technical | 
: in 
Boston " =chool 1n 

what a paltry piece of political | : : 
“you can’t deceive all the people 

“all the time.” The eyes of the | 

people of this Province have been | 

trickery it must now seem to the 

public when they find that the 

compel: nit engineer turns out to be : ; f 

a schoolboy. It is surely no won- | opened on this question and the < 5.1 10) > La I ’ > 

der that the Opposition dare not Government strengthened by the 

hi complete reputation of the base- | 
{ ’ name him until forced 

possible sell the inheritance of the Legere of the hearty public sup- 

‘people for a veritable mess of pot- 

tage. 

party now led by Dr. Stockton | yature of a personal canvass will | 
when entrusted with power pre- |, impossible for the candidates | 

vious to 1883, had been burning | 4 accomplish, but as the candi- 

the public candle at both ends gates are well known to the bulk | 
with a vengeance. If the present of ia oléctors in Thia County. and | 

Opposition were to attain POWeT | op people are so well satisfied 

again they would doubtless follow with the good work accomplishe 

the example set them by their ‘by them in the past, we can assure | 

port against the attempt being | 
| & 

And yet with the facts thus made of one man rule in Kent. 

but it was a great mistake for Dr. 

Stockton not to nave kept up the 

less charge in connection with 

their bridge policy. “in the records of the Province, Dr. 
~~ 

‘returns are in, it will be apparent 
'Stocktop and his followers dare to | ¢4 a1] that the Kingmaker of this 

bluff to the end instead of turning THE PROVINCIAL FINAN. 

his party into ridicule by this ex- CES. 

ot of this we 

engineer The Opposition speakers have 
the weakness 

charge. A 

might possibly have deluded some never wearied in their attempts to 

weak-minded but well-meaning mislead the electorate in reference 

voters, but a $7.00 a week school to the finances of this Province, 

boy will scarcely be accepted as charging the Emmerson Govern- 

competent authority for so serious ment with reckless extravagance, 

a charge even by men of the Op- which according to their story, 13 

"responsible for the debt ot this 

Instead of this being 

Ju stire 

nameless 

position party. 

Mr. Emmerson quotes from the Province. 

‘was $2,321,412.66, in 1896 it was 

y 4 8 Jovern- | 7 : Leonne cast upon the Emmerson Govern "County has misunderstood the conne 

‘ment the onus of this great pub temper of the people, and a proper laugh at the Moncton papers 

Cchildishness. 
lic debt. ‘rebuke will have been given tothe . 
Taking the Auditor General's | attempt to place Kent in opposi- 

report on the public accounts for tion to the disadvantage of the 

the past three years, we find the pest interests of this constituency. | 
net debt of the Province in 1895 | A a | 

$2 874,069.92, while in 1897, the | 10 issu of Jannary 81, the’ 
last year for which the report is | Moncton Times has a good deal to | 

yet published, it was $3,488,577.91 | say about the expenditure of bye- 

or a total increase ot $160,000 ‘n road money 

That is the 
: has been charged to Mr. Haines. 

d ceived the money for their lobor. 

| Mr. 

friends, and would as speedily as’ Messrs. Barnes, Johnston and work, drew the money and paid 
‘the men in his employ, and re- 

' ceived no more than his regular 

| 7g Wi. i ° LER oy Pe, | . . a j Nia 

plainly written in black and white | When the polls are closed and the | ™™ it zeal $9. ws 
‘makes a fool of itself. 

in Kent, and quotes| ~gok’s Penetrating Plasters, 

amounts as he received them. 

under the necessity of manufacturing a 
little evidence. Such a trifle did not 
daunt the gentleman having the matter 
in hand for when the time came a fully 
manufactured receipt for $200.00 was 
produced ro the Committee of the House 
purporting to have been given by the 
present Judge Wilson, of York, thea one 
of the members for that County, in which 
1t was stated that the money was paid by 
Mr. Quinn on condition of his son receiv- 
ing au office. That the receipt was a 
forgery was apparent on the face of it but 
the Opposition insisted on its genuineness 
until put to shame by the production of 
the real receipt which preved the affair 
had been a purely private matter and that 
uno mention of office had ever been made 
either by lender or borrower. Who the 

RARE fp iy Rg RAT forger was is not yet known but some day 

present associates he will no doubt en- 
lighten the public as to which of his old 
time political cronies was the guilty party. 
We remind our readers of this incident 

to show the depths to which the Opposi- 
tion will stoop in their desperation to at- 
tain office. It is no wonder, therefore, 
that the thunderbolt of the charge in con- 
nection with the expenditure on perman- 
ent uridges has fallen flat on the ears of 
au 1uercdulous public, It reminds one of 
the old fable of the boy -who delighted to 
scare the household by crying wolf and 
when the wolf did appear bis friends paid 
no aiteution to bis cries so often had they 
been humbugged, for the people of New 

As to their being a ‘rake off)” the 
people in the localities in which 

the bridges were constructed, re- 

Haines superintended the 

salary for so doing. The Times, 

when Dr. Stockton quarrels with has’ 

re Mr. Barnes, 

The people 

of Kent County know all the facts 

cted with these bridges and 

Brunswick bave been so often deceived by 
the fase charges lad by the Opposition 
that they prefer to accept the statement of 
m-u iu whow they have reasun to have 
atth ~~ Mr. Emimerson’s statement 1n 

r ference to this bridge business is plain, 
sirsighttorward and convincing and while 
tie Opposition have proven themselves 
capable of manufacturing an engineers re- 
port on the weights, ete, of these bridges 
they bave not goue so far as they did ia 
be Quinn case for the reportis not 
sizued by anyone whatever. Probably 
the experience received from the Quinn 
case has made the Opposition more careful 
iy this respect but the people of New 
Brunswick pay little avtentior to anony- 
mous slanders aud have decided this 
Bridge charge on a par with the other ex- 
ploded slanders. 

All that Mr. Barnes 

desires is fair criticism. 1f his 

opponents use only facts, he is pre- 
pared to explain his actions. But 

fairness is not one of the Times’ 

virtues. | 
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