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TH E SESSION ENDED. 
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yet the official record of the de-| 
bates shows that the opposition | 

this year did the most of the talk- | 

ing. The worst feature of the 

session was that no one could con- 

strengthened the 

| position by developing the antag-| 

onism and dislike felt for one 

"another by the leading men among | 

the Conservative membere at Ot- 
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We hear so much these days of 

proved merely a political night- 

ed victories at the polls for two de- 
cades, had convinced very many 
people that besides having a mon- 
opoly on patriotism, genius for gov- 
ernment and a few other things, it 
as a party had the sole rights 
(guarded by letters patent) in the 

commercial prosperity of Canada. 
Previous to the general election of 
1896, when that party was torn 
by dissensions within, and over 
whelmed with difficulties without, 

produced by the double dealing 
and lack of statesmanship of its 

What does your mirror say? 
Does it tell you of some little 
streaks of gray? Are you 
pleased? Do your friends of 
the same age show this loss 
of power also? 
Just remember that gray 

hair never becomes darker 
without help, while dark hair 
rapidly becomes gray when 

once the change begins. 

leaders, the country was threat- 

alraost with 
people should be so reckless as to 
return a Liberal ministry to power. 
By many it was deemed safer to 
leave the government of Canada 
in the hands of “a nest of trait- 
ors” disloyal to themselves, to the 
councry and to each other, than to 
run the risk of placing in power a 
party, whose leaders were accused 
of every political sin in the calen- 
dar trom annexation to free trade. 

The Conservative wise-acres held 
their breath in anxious terror when 
the result of the election was made 
known, and wondered whether 
national bankruptcy would hap- 
pen before annexation to the 
United States was accomplished or 
vice versa. Happily Sir Charles 
Tupper was unable to realize the 
full force of the awful calamity or 
the shock would have proved too 
much forhim. Mr. Foster, keener 

to understand anything which 
concerns his self-interest, saw at a 

glance that his $7,000 a year was 

gone, and naturally concluded the 
country had followed it to the 
demnition bow-wows. The barn. 
acles, which 18 years had firmly 
fastened on the public service, de- 
cided that the world was out of 
joint, and that henceforth they 

could not expect to draw their 

salaries without some better reason 

than the accident of birth which 

related them to a cabinet minister. 

Neither a deluge nor a financial 
crisis followed, and annexation has 

mare of the Tories. Instead of, 

or perhaps we should say, in spite 
of the threatened calamities, the 

advent of the Liberal party to 
power has proven that history re- 
peats itself, and that men of abil- 

ity are found when the opportun- 
ity demands them. From the 
first day of the new regime a 
firmer confidence began to show 
itself in the business men of Can- 
ada and the long delayed era of 
prosperity for the country was as- 
sured. When Sir Wilfred Laurier 
after caretul thought surrounded 
himself with men in whom the 
public had confidenee, many of 
whom in different parts of the Do- 
minion had proven their capacity 
for successful government, all 

classes of our people felt that the 
affairs of Canada were in safe 

hands. The careful legislation of 
the past three years, the honest 
administration of the country’s af- 

fairs and the energetic manage- 

ment of ¢a¢h and every depart- 

ment of the government, have all 

had a part in increasing the con- 

fidence of the business men and 

in assisting in the wonderful in- 

crease in Canada’s prosperity. 
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by the Government to necessary ’ 

been, the cold figures of the trade 

returns fail to show completely, 

and yet their story seems wonder- 

ful. By these it is seen that for 

the total imports were $161,112, 

871, and the total exports $150, 

301,248. These figures have more 

meaning when it is remembered 

that they show in their aggregate 

ened with a financial crisis and 

annihilation if the 
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the comparative statement of the 
trade returns for the past ten years 
shows this to be something more 
than a lucky accident. 

Totl 2xports. Total imports Grand total, 

1889 $ 89,189,167 od 224931  $204.414,098 
1840 96,749.149 121, 858.241 218.6:7.390 
1891 98 417,2(6 119,967 638 218,384 934 
1892 113,963.375 127,406,068 241,369,443 
1893 118,564,352 129,074,268 247 638,620 
1894 117,524 949 123,474 940 240,999 889 
1895 113.698.8303 110,781 A%2 224,429 485 
1836 121,013,852 118,011,508 239.025,360 
1897 137.950,253 119,218,609 257.168 862 
1898 164,152,683 140,323,053 304 475,736 
1899 154,315,373 161,112 871 315,429,244 

Not too bad a showing for a 
government composed in part of 
incompetents as our opponents as- 
sure us, and in part of “Parish” 
politicians. We really don’t know 
which part to blame it on but pre- 
sume as incompetents would not 
be likely to do much of anything, 
the blame for this boom in busi- 
ness must be chiefly laid at the 
door of the “Parish” politicians, 
In 1897 in their wrath at the 
turn affairs were taking, and un- 
able to explain the utter failure of 
their dire prophecies, the conser- 
vative leaders endeavored to be 
funny and explained that Messrs. 
Laurier, Tarte & Co. had squared 
providence. When last year’s re- 
turns showed a still further in. 
crease in business prosperity there 
was no explanation forth-coming, 
and we presume the present year’s 
returns will be as bad as a stroke 
of paralysis on the Tory party. 
Not one year of good business only 
but every year, and each succeed- 
ing year showing better thau its 
predecessor. Isit any wonder the 
Tory prophets are foretelling a 
general election this fall.” We 
notice by the Fredericton Gleaner 
that the Hon. Mr. Blair has con- 
firmed the rumor, and as the 

Fredericton Gleaner is even more 
in the confidence of the Minister 
of Railways than the Moncton 
Times or the St. John Sun, we 
presume it ought to be true. We 
were going to add that in such 

case it would be about the only 

truthful thing in a political way 

that the Gleaner had published in 

the last five years, and would 

when proved correct, accept the 

apologies of the Gleaner on the 

ground that it must have crept in 

by mistake. 

Looking it all over it does not 

seem that the Canadian people 

made much of a mistake, when, 

tired of the blunders, the boodling 

a gain in trade in the past three 

years of $76,403,834. A view of 

and the betrayals of the Conser- 

vative party, they determined that 
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a change in government was neces. 
sary for the advancement of their 

best interests Since 1896 we 
have had three years of clean, 
honest, energetic government with 
the executive leading the way to 
the country’s prosperity, and not 
like their predecessors acting as 
wreckers, and by throwing out 
false lights beguiling the country 
to certain disaster. The Laurier 
Administration ask nothing more 
of friend or foe than that they 

shall be judged by their record, 
which is one of which any admin- 
istration might be proud, effecting 
as it has an advancement in all 
the lines of material prosperity 
greater than any other three years 
of the country’s history can show 
either before or since Confedera- 
tion. 
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HEIRS TO MILLIONS. 

A WEST SIDE LADY IS AMONG THE NUM: 

BER. 

(St. John Gazette.) 

Mrs. Joseph S. Palmer, who resides 

with her two sons at 138 King street, 
West Side, St. John, accidentally discov- 

ered last Thursday that she is a direct heir 
to an immense estate which is valued at 
$200,000,000. The estate consists of 
property granted by the United States 
government to the heirs of General Hugh 

Mercer who died Jan, 12, 1777, of wounds 
received in the famous battle of Trenton, 

which was fouzht on the Delaware River, 
From the traces Mrs. Palmer can as- 

certain of her ancestry she believes that | 

(General Mercer was a brother of her grand 

father. Her maiden name was Margaret | 

Mercer. She was the daughter of John 

Mercer whose father, a brother of Gener- 

al Mercer, originally came from New 

York to St. John. Mrs. Palmer heard of 

General Mercer many times through 

history and more than once it occured to 

her that the famous cld General might be 

one of her ancestors, but she was not 

aware there was any estate belonging to 

him. The first intimation she had of the 

estate ‘was on Thursday last as stated 
when her son Harry, who is employed 
with E. B. Ketchum as a wire fence 

maker, came into the possession of the 
following clipping from the Chicago 
Times—Herald. 

“A meeting of the heirs of the estate 

of Gideon Mercer, who died in New York 

over ninety years ago, was held in the 

office of Frank L. Stobbs, this city, Mon- 
day. Several of the heirs arrived Sun- 

day. Among them were J. A, Mercer, 
Minocqua, Wis; Faulkner Mercer, Lind- 

sey, Wis; Hamilton Mercer, Marion, Ind; 
and L. M. Overton, Brazil, Ind. Fifty of 

the 200 heirs of the estate were in Chicago 

Monday. 
“A committee was appointed to go to 

Springfield, Ohio, to look into the report 

of P. P. Mast, who was appointed executor 
of the estate in 1887, and who died sud- 

denly. 
“The estate is valued at §200,000,000 

and consists of property granted by the 
United States government to the heirs of 

Gen. Hugh Mercer, who died on Jan, 12, 
1777, of wounds received in the battle of 

Trenton.” 
Mrs. Palmer never heard of Gideon 

Mercer, but she thinks he was a son «* the 
General. When a Gazette reporter led 
on her at her home this morning she was 
fuli of anticipation over the matter. She 

realized the uncertainty of the affair but 
felt positive she and her sisters and 
brothers are descendents of General 
Mercer. Mrs. Palmer’s sisters are Mrs. 
Louis Carvell of P. E. I. and Mrs. Purvis 
of Washington, Missouri. Her brother is 
William Mercer who lives on the St. John 
river. Other heirs are a family of Mercers 
who live at Mercer Settlement, St.John 
river, 
On the day Mrs, Palmer heard of the 

millions at stake in the big estate she 

learned through the personal columns of 
the daily papers that Dr. G. U, Mercer, 
of Chicago was stopping at the Royal 
Hotel. Mrs, Palmer things that the Dr. 
is her first cousin, but he had left the city 

before she could interview him. 
Mrs. Palmer will at once place herself 

in communication with the other supposed 
heirs in the provinces, as well as the com- 

mittee appointed at Chicago, to look into 

the matter. 
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