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To & day _ol swoet delight.
And when he was hungry ('tbio fortune
pet)
He e no beck or cal
But tnrnd where a was always
Lnd m of the &a , pink wall!
Now, what was name? Pray, don’t
ask me
Perhaps some acientist how.

lived, you
Doep in the burt of the rose.
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" SERMON ON KNIVES.

He was only 8 beetle who

BY REV. WM, HAMILTON.
“Nine and Twenty Knives.,”—Ezra 1, 9.

“A strange text,”” methinks I hear some-
one ready to say. Yet strange as it may
seem it forms partof that“scripture”
which “is given by inspiration of God and
is profitable for instruction.” But how, it
may be asked, can these words yield in-
struction to the pious mind.? Haunted
by this question, and impressed by the
thought that each passage of scripture,
however ebs:ure, has some purpose to
serve in divine revelation, we purpose
subjecting these words to a eareful exam-
ination in the hope of finding and peinting
out some lessons which they suggest.

Their connection must not be over-
looked. They form part of a deseription
of articles which Nebuchadnezzar, King of
Babylon, had taken from the tewple at
Jerusalem when he led God’s ancient peo-
ple into captivity. These articles had for
many years been treasured up in the
house of his gods. Now, however, they
were brought forth by Cyrus, king of
Persia, and delivered unto Shesbazzar, the
prince of Judab. In company with his
brethern he was about to return to Jeru.
salem where the king, prompted by the
Spirit of God, bad given comwaudment
to rebuild the tewmple and to place therein
“the vessels of the house of the Lord.”

Awmocng the articles mentioned are “nine
aud twenty knives.” These were used
exclusively in the temple service and that
only for sacrificial purposes.  While not
overlooking this fact it may be well at
this time to glance at the generie weaning
of the word knives.
when applied to any part of the body, o¢
casiun pain,
4 @ of the humaun frame and deofile thew, |

blood. How vmblematic thean ave
thuy of some phases of individual,
aud uational life,

Aud. First, the kuife 18 the
of paws. Paln in one form or anothe:
s experienced by every wmewmber ol
the humaw 1ace.  Though wnot al
together
there are men who saffer ouly to & very
lmited extent.  Ouhers, agaiu, sutlor sev

emblew
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NOT WASTE MONEY

buying POOR FLOUR, but get
FISHERMEN'S PRIDE.

It is the best Ontario wheat
flour on the market and we guar-
antee every barrel to give entire
satisfaction or your money return-
ed.

To those who like GOOD Tea
|we would racommendrfmml '

PRIDE TEA. Put up in lead pack-
ages and sold exclusively by

ness in abusing the laws of natare, To
slleviate them men frequently bave re-
course to the surgeon whose knife cats
the parta affected in attempting to remove
the ailment from which they suffer.

But physical pais, severe as it some-
times is, does not exceed the mental an-
gwish which men frequently experience.
Its intensity all ave not given to know,
but its reslity admits of no dispute. In
allading to the sufferings which Mary, the
mother of Christ, was to endure ia con-
neetion with her distinguished Son, Sim-
eon addressing her said, “Yea a sword”
or knife “shall pierce thine own soul”
And is not a sword or knife a fitting em
blem of mental suffering? [f the oue cuts
the body the other pierces the soul. And |
O, how intense at times these piercings
are! When the individual is living under |
the shadow of some -calamity whxehf
threatens to rob nim of bis wealth and
reduce him to penury saod want: when
dea:h snatches from his embrace friends
who were wontto solace and comfort |
him: when he is brought face to face with |
the bitter consequenees of m1 deeds,
whick, after years of concealment, threat-
en him with exposure; or when his sins
stare him in the face and expose him to
the wrath of God in time and throughout
eternity—when, [ say, sach a crisis arses |
in his history bis mental suiferings sur-
pass deseription.

The knives brought back from Babylon
were “nine and twenty’”’ m namber, and |
the pains, physical and menial, experi-
enced by members of the human race are |
not merely sdvere but also numerous.
Their number no sue can reckoa, their
severity no language can describe, and
their duration in  some cases 13 o men-
surate with the period of haman exis-
teace.

Secondly. Th& kuife is the emblem of |
social discord, This is clearly indicated |
by Solomon who says “There 1s a gener- |
ation whose teeth are as swords, and their |
jaw teeth as Kuives.” And how true
this! It is a fact, though one deeply
be deplored, that there are persons, uot
openly vicious or of bad repute, who s0
far from mimistering to the waunts ol the
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| bess favourably situated
! or who have the temerity to dafier
exempted from physical pain |

! abd cuts Lhe

erely and that throughout the whole per- :

iod of their lives. These pains wmay re
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“N‘t: L, oF they way be occasioned by
‘“‘N\le: or arise from sowme \\\sl\uba.uce of
the functions of the huwan system. Lo
somg cases they Wave no apparenl cawse
while in athers they result from caveless.

& au accident as sudden as it was |
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poor and defending the lunocent wben
unjustly assailed, are Loo ready, actively

| or passively, to lend their in8uence u
Théy are sharp aund, |

furthering some object which all rigbs
ol only way but wust
condemau,

Such persons may wove in
and be reacy to deplore the vices
Phey may profess Lo sympa
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thew. Such a feeling poisons their wminds
sinews of their en leavours
Occasionally it is cherished by some who
Aund
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lay claim to the Chrstian character.
how apt s it 1 warp their judgment
forming au estimate of Lhose toward |
whom it is entertaived? laostead of plac

g thewmselves iu & proper attitude for
ascertaining correcily their opinions aud |

mtentious, aud waking allowauce for aufs
ferences of \emperawent, sducation, and i

snvironment, they ars pleased at times to
seribe to them the worst of motives,
They misinterpret their actions, miscon-
steae their words, and wilfally fail to do
justice to their character or conduet.
How differently they sct in this regard
from the course they pursue in viewing a
painting or any work of art. In gazing
at the latter tney place themselves in the

one another,

The Jews, on returning from their cap-
tivity in Babylor, may have entertained
the hope that the wars which had devast.
ated their lands and laid their temple in
tains wonld cease, This hope, it is but

by the message of the prophet who asso.
ciated with the templeabout to be erectad
in Jorusalem the coming of Him who was
to be the Desire of all nationa, Tha time,
they doubtless thought, was nigh &t han d
when men “shall boat their awords into

plowshares, and their spesrs, into pranniog
hooks” and when “nstion shall Aot ries

sgainst  nation, neither shall they learn
war any wore,” Batao! This time had
not yot aerived, Htrifas, bitter and lon g
contimasd, wers yot to provail.  TlLis fact
is one which it behooved God’s peopls to
know, sud Jehovsh ay have intended 1,
intitaate this when among the things

twonity knives” wars ineluded.
And what was tras of the [awick nation

In all ages, in every qoarter of

nations bave at times sngaged in |
And what iwwar?!  Comesal it s
| Jou mey, or gloss it ower by high sound
ing phrasss, war is nothing short of lagal-
ised murder and brutality reflaed. A:

nastion’s righta, bat it is frequantiy resort.
| od to when the diffarances batwasen

ranged. Aad whet are the reanitaof war?
Wiongs may be radreaed swd tervitory
scquived. Fonoues sad rawards mav he
secared by those who by their daring, val-
our snd kill have distingnished them-
selvea in the field of hattle. Bat at what
axpense hava territory heen aenuired and
honours purchased? FHow many lives
bave been awerificed] how many brava and
gallant soldiers aave seen maimed and

. permanently injured! and how many

families, clad in the weeds of mourning,
have been robbed of loved ones and

most favourable position 30 that they may

see it 1o the greatest advaniage. But they = prospectai
do not deemr it necessary to pursue this | lation ceessioned by war, the

eourse in forming an sstimate of those to- |
ward whom they are unfavourably dis- |
posed. Nay; do they not place them-
seives in such an attitude as ia calculated
to obstruct their view of, and increase
their prejudice toward, them!

And persons who barbour such [eelings
not unfrequently indulge in slander. And
do not misrepresentation and slander cut
like a knifel This is feit by those whose
failings are greatly magnified, and whose
virtues are lessened, if not altogether con-
cealed. And is this any matter for won-
der! No verily. When those whose na
ture is deeply semsitive have motlves, 1n-
just and angenerous, imputed to them in
the performance of nobie and disinteres:-
el deeds; when their weords, calculated ‘o
sgothe and comfort some disconseiate
heart, are tradneed and vilified; and waen
their lives, far above reproach and distin-
guisied for acts of rare bDemevoience, are
foally siapdered—when lDese tlings are
so 1s there not a striking propriety in Loe
lapguage of the Psalmist who says Lhai toe
teeth of the soms of men are as “Speads,

apd arreows, aod their tougue & sQarp

sword. ”  And whas dissimuiaition does a
change in our lot frequemily reveai
“How much lewity, lnconstancy asid

falsehoud—how muct Dypocrisy, 1ngral-
tude, and ‘reaclery-—are laid
change te [De Wulse 1@ OUr exierdas
" And have noi many
“{t was not an ciu-

pew 0y a
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Culsiadices. JuUe-

o to say with David

emy thai repivached me; then I could
have burue 1§; neither was 1t Do Lhai Daled

me thas did waguily Dimse ! against we;

then [ would have Did myself irous Dims,
but 1t was tdow, & MAL LMDE equal, Y
Quide aiud Wine auydelilauce.

Lf, then, vou bave sulfered; I I[nichus,
0 lar Ttolu  aclilby 4 (ricuuly JAEL Ve
treated ¥ou \..1.{&‘.1\.".1_\, £ ey Dave clul-
whed toward ¥ou & IMSIICIQUS SPIXil, S8~
deted your charecter and KrQssiy musies
preseated vour words and agtious—1if youu
bave thus suffered, de not the 13
Dol lgree NKe Ruives Loe COUBICsE U
sibDlidties Of VOUr natule
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use Of artas, s a fact »a.\!‘k) o be dxj 1Qed,
but one whose realily ocannot fog & wo-
went be called im question. The causes
{ which lead to s stabe Wallers ar
samerens and diversified.  Asmbition,

mouru over blighted dopes and shatierad
When yon chink of the deso- |
iven thuc
bave been sacrificed and the fesiings on-

gendersd, ther= s cause, abundant cause.
to affirm that it is sypified by a “knife”’

or “sword.”
Lastly, The state of matters we have
attempted to deserthe in the preceeding

part of this discourse, as suggested by che
words of our text, is psinful in the ex
tteme. Bat s there ne lope that the
condition of man in nis individual,
and national capacity may he !mproved/
Yes! Thanks be unte
thought s here suggested dlled
yar fears and awaken our Qopes.

thas thougnt s that the knife is the
viem of saerrfice. The “mne and
znives’’ brought back (row Babyion 2ad
formeriy Deen ased Dy the
iischarge of their odicial dutles;
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reasonabls to conclude, was strengthened |

brought back from. Babylon “aine sod

i® 0o lens tras of the other nations nadar |
| hewwan
the globe, aud at different stages of civil-

| ita plercing wounda?

times it may be necsssary to prow,ts‘

the |
| sontending parties might be amicably ar-

such that no sacrifice other than that of-
fered by God’s *Eternal Son on the crose
of Calvary conld wash it away, And of

to offer those living under the law weors
constantly reminded by the vietime slain
apon the altar, These sacrifices were but
typosfiof the saerifice of Christ, And how
 gromt ita efficacy! It washes away the
fonlest stain on the part of the sinner,
leada to & change of state in the sight of
God, and completely alters his desting
Thia power it possessad ors it was offared
on Calvary. But there was a pecnliarity
about the sserifica of Christ,
ones the victim and the aserificing
Priest. In His band therse gleamed the
knife which He planged into His own
heart,
lifs from mas, for [ have power
(down snd  bave
| again,”

|

to lay it
powsr o take it
What a marvellons act of smif.
| sncrifics’ How benaficent in ita charae-
| tav!  How far
| Traly Chrmat'died that we might live, and
the henefita of

| lives 1o bestow apon us
| His death,
|  Whaet then, io couclusion, s your mia

5 tionship o Christ who tarned the kuife

| npon Himeelfl that men might be sparsd
Are jyou estranged
from Him snd treat His atoning death
with igdi Farenee or contempt? [f such ia
your cheracter, and if youn continne oh-
durate and 1mpenitent, yon mnuat sz peri.
snes. the probing of God’s kuives in time
sud thronghout sternity. Bat if related
to Him as your Saviour, rest sssnred that
He has borne your griefs and carried your
sorrows, Hers you will be spared the
wonnds ot the sword shough yon may ex.
perience the chastenings of the rod. These
shall refine and purify your sature and
prapare vou for that land where yon shall
he forever [ree from pein of body and
anguish of mind. [here God shall wipe
away all tears from your aves; and
shall he 10 more death,
rying; nerther
pain: for the
passed away . —Amen.,
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From the (Fueliph Herald of Sept. (8
The Worid Pubilishing Company of
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love of power, and desire for territory are | one hand it prefigared the gnilt and pol. MAIN RIVER
not the least prominent of the motives  lution of man and on the other the aton« @yppr 20 Of 1a1o ve become vary
which influence nations to go to war with | ing work of Christ. Huoman gnilt was neglectful and indolent, but as some one

| has roplenished the fire for the evening it

will not he at all nneomfortabla to spend
the remainder of the evening in writing,
and my frat correapondence will be ad
dreased to Tar Revivw

The ssilor was evidently sorreet in  bis
satimations, for the flood has already sub.
sided and the gay and giddy throng wheo
have floated ao lightly on 1te bosom, hawo
mied sway

hrosder view

to “a warmer clime and &

»
s»€ sur girla and Hoys
haws returned their
tione in the Tnited
have gone Bither for tha firat
smployment in tha fabnlons city of

Quite a nuamber
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dtaten, Many alen
rime o awesk
Bng-
ton,

Mosars. Jan. and Jou MeDeormott board.
sd the south-bonnd teain st Hareourt
They will make connactions with the 3t
John at Moneton and procesd
Minneapolia, Winn_ , stopping on ‘he way
for & few davs st Rastpaet, We  and Fout
Neowton, Was  to viait relatives,

teaim o]

The Missen Lenu and Waggie Meleary
left Tuesday for Wemt
Their asister. Wiss Vurnie asesompanied
‘e an Tar s Moneton whera sha will »»
main for » faw days “witing ‘mends

The bHasket social n Daww River was »

Nawton., Mass

decidedly quist affair and il agree “hat
thev spent » perfect afternoon amd -ven.
ng of smjoyment

Misa May Fitzpatrick #ill soon rsturn
anme.

Mra. William MWeDermaott, of TGreen.

ville, Mo who a8 bheen cniloving her A

-ation have. v now Tiating rends 'n Caee

Rivar

it s a rather remarkable thing at “his
ate date for a3 man o stlence tne wind
[t happened s0, however, sne svening °a
cently, whem at comparatively i angle
word that which Had deen ‘urious oW
dlowiag was quelled, and <0 quickiv hat
-he very air which i moment Hetore Lad
neen polluted. eemed rohioved.

The roav. cheeked apples. the cattered
srown leaves and the {rost-bitien notato.
0op8 [oretail the devarture of mIMmMers
funersi aud the anoproach he rovsl
monar=h. autnma, whose rain shail D6
iort and sad.

Raffles are aiready on tbe srogrammae.
a la Fail.

The first stroke welye has ust
ounded and the !ast spark as perished
eside the ashes of its martvred bHrothers.
The om H1as become chilled d mee
RInKs ad hetter re. cise ko
<dgar : might be favored t
s1 om ‘“..: aven F a
amp 1 burns i sav 1-uign

e
Vietimas of agtarrn ree
jumdicea,
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