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An Ancient Foe 
To health and happiness is Berofula— 

as ugly ase ever since time immemorial. 

, It causes bunches in the neck, dis- 

‘figures the skin, inflames the mucous 

membrane, wastes the muscles, weak- 

ens the bones, reduces the power of 

resistance to disease and the capacity 

for reeovery, and develope into con- 

sumption. 

“Two of my children had scrofula sores 

which kept growing deeper and kept them 

from going to school for three months, 

Ointments and medicines did no good un
til 

I began giving them Hood's Sarsaparilla. 

This medicine caused the sores to heal, and 

the children bave shown no signs of scrofe 

ula since.” J. W. McGiny, Woodstock, Ont. 

Hood's Sarsaparilla 
will rid vou of it, radically and per- 

manently, ae it bae rid thousands. 

MAIL BAG. 
|= se————————— 

HE LOST 

It was evening in Vladivostock. Out 

on the harbor the dark waters of the Se# 

of Japan reflected the twinkling lights 

from balf a dozen vessels lying snugly at 

anchor, and westward behind the town 

the moon shone dimly on the smowclad 

plaint and rugged slopes of the Sikota 

mourtains, beyond which, across the froz- 

en waters of the Amur, stretched for thou. 

sandiof leagues the great Siberian desert. 

Viadwostock might almost be called the 

“Jumping off place” of the world, lying 

as it {oes on the very eastern extremity 

of the great Russian empire. 

A few years ago it was a barren spit of 

lané, uniuhabited and farlorn. Now the 

Rusian drum bea at sunrice, and ships 

ofall nations float their flags in the har- 

bor. 
On this particular evening, while in the 

arrow street of the town all was silent 

ave for the occasional tread of a Russian 

entry, sounds of mirch and laughter 

floated from the brilliantly lighted win- 

lows of the long, low garrison house, for 

the commandant of the station was giving 

a dinner, 

It was quite a cosmopolitan gathering 

that filled the long table, for among the 

guests were Russian, French and English 

naval odicers, and two or three Anglo-In. 

diane who had come up from Shanghai on 

the mail steamer. 

The last coursehad been removed, and 

the quickened 
with the cig irs had]just commenced, when 

the comman lant was summoned outside, 

and when he returned a moment or two 

conversation that comes 

laser, the most observant of the guests 

d stected a faint shadew on his face, 

The assemblage broke up at a late hour 

end as the guests passed out on the way 

to their vessels a young French officer 
the ¢ mmaundant: “What is 

You look sad 
cried out to 

he matter, mon capitaine! 

nd depressed.” 

Captain Shanoff laughed. 

“It is nothing, Lieutenant Garceau,’” he 

replied—"uothiug but the onerous bur- 

den of official duties, However, if you 

have on board your vessel a man with 

iron nerves and the bravery of an African 

lion, you can send him to me.” 

The Frenchman, taking this in jest 

laughed and passed on with a cheery *‘au 

revoir.” 
One young man, had overheard 

purposely linger- 

who 

this brief conversation, 

ed till the last, and as the commandant | 

held out his baad to bid kim good night, 
‘ worse, a fine snow began to come down he said 

“Captain Shanoff, pardon my intrusion. 

I heard yu with the 

Frenchman. not, 
ur conversation 

| saw, though he did 

that yon were in earnest, and now I offer 

you my services,” 

The captain looked at bi ip surprise. | 

“You are one of the passengers by the 

tain. “There are no robbers in this part 

of Rusgia, and the path, while difficult, is 

plain.” 
“When should the mail bags go?” went 

on Mowbray. 

should leave early in the morning,”§ re- 

plied Shanoff. 
“Well,” said Mowbray, “the adventure 

promises weil, I will undertake to reach 

the encampment with the mail bag.” 
Captain Shanoff at first refused to listen 

to his proposition; but Mowbray insisted 

so firmly that he at last gave a reluctant 

consent. 

Although he hesitated to incur the re- 
sponsibility that would assuredly fall on 
his shoulders in case anything should be- 

fall the brave young fellow, he was se- 
creily overjoyed at his good fortune, for 

the strange disappearance of the two na- 

tives bad produced such an effect upon 

hoth natives and soldiers that no one 

could be found in Vliadivostock who 

would undertake the journey. 
Moreover, the captain had a grave sus- 

picion that the native carrier might have 

fled into the interior with the mail bag, 

for strangely enough the missing men 

were brothers, 
This suspicion, however, was of the 

vaguest, for what possible motive could 

two ignorant natives have for stealing a 

lot of worthless letters and fleeing into an 

almost uninhabited desert? 
Before day broke on the following 

morning Luke Mowbray slipped secretly 

and noiselessly out ef Vladivostock, and 
turned westward toward the pine crowned 

ridges of the Sikota 1ange. 
He rode the commandant’s horse and 

wore a huge pair of boots the Russian 

Lad lent him. Before him on thersaddle 
rested the mail bag, and in his right hand 

he carried a loaded revolver, ready for in- 

stant use, 

It was broad daylight when he crossed 

He bad little fear of losing his way,[for 

Japtain Shanoff had impressed the road 

carefully upon his mind, and to farther 
aid him the trees were marked with an 

axe at short intervals. 

Luke was troubled with no misgivings 

as bis horse slowly picked his way over 
the frozen ground. He was one of those 

adventurous fellows who roam the world 
over, seeking out strange places and un- 

trodden paths, and he was keenly enjoy- 

ing this little Siberian excursion. 
Captain Shanoff had truly declared the 

read to be bad. For ten miles it led up 

and down hill, over stones and fallen trees, 

and more than once Luke had to dis- 

mount and lead the horse oversome un- 
usually bad spot, 

About noon he reached the top of the 
highest ridge and made a brief halt for 

lanch. The valley below him was thick- 

ly wooded and was deep and narrow, 
The road led through it for seven or eight 
miles and then, the captain had -eaid, it 

crossed a gap in the mountains at a point 

only three miles distant from the mining 

camp. 
It had suddenly grown colder, and the 

air was keen and biting, as Luke rode 

slowly down the mountain side. The 
valley was wild and desolate, and Luke 
had to admit to himself as he spurred on 

his horse that it was a very uncomfortable 

bit of country. 

For the first time in his recollection a 

mail steawer from Shanghai?” he said. 
1 

Mowbray, of the Indian | 
orrect,” said the man. 

+ br 
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“You are ¢ 

name is L 

civil service.” 

“And 

this proposition?’ asked the captain, 
“T am fond of adventure ani 

“Since leaving India 1 

whal 18 your object in maxing ! 

sport,” 

replied Mowbray 

have bad a dull tae of 1t, and any chance | 

for excitement and change will be doubly 

welcome,’ 

The Russiau captain stood in besitation 

for a moment, anJ then leading the way 

silently to an apartment beyond tbe din. 

ing hall. he motioned Mowbray to a seat | 

and sat down facing him, 
“Now,” said Captain Shanoff, “I will | 

explain my conversation with the French. | 

man as briefly as possible. Thirty miles 

from here, among he Sikota mountains, | 

detachmant of Russians | there is a small 

engaged in mining operations. Mail bags | 

are conveyed to them twice a week by a | 

native, who makes the return journey in | 

two days. A month ago the carrier left 

Viadivostock for the encampment, He | 

has not been heard of since. Two weeks | 

ago a second carrier started, and he, too, 

For more | has completely disappeared 

we have beard 

our companion, It is a profound mys- 

tery. To-night I learn 

be found who will undertake to carry the 

than a month nothing of 

that no one can 

mail bag. The natives here are cowards, 

and what few men I have, while they are 

good soldiers, are not the men to unravel 

a mystery.” 

“What is your theory?” asked Mow- 

bray. “Robbers? Wild beasts? Or could 

they have lost their way?” 

“Wild animals are scarce,” said the cap- | 

| 

| as he dismounted and tried to pull it 

strange feeling of uneasiness crept gradu. 
ally over bim, and he tried in vain to 

shake off its influence. To make matters 

and the sky grew dark and gloomy. 

Linke was by no means superstitious, 
| but the idea now took firm possession of 

bim that some great peril was approach- 

| ing, and for a moment he wished that he 

volunteered for such an uncer- 

tain piece of business, Then he grew an- 

gry with himself, 

“What nonsense!” he cried half aloud. 

bad not 

And whipping up bis horse he galloped | 
| at a swifter pace up the valley, skimming 

sharp rocks, the remainder, struggling over the crusted snow and leaping over 

rocks and bushes until the forest dwindled 

to the edge of the clearing, a long, low bit 
of ground undulated with hillocks of 

drifted snow. 

On the very edge his horse stopped and 

sniffed the air uneasily, Then he dashed 

forward with a start, almost vuseating his 
rider. 

On the frozen ground was eome dark 
object, and as Luke with difficulty pulled 

his horse up short he saw, with a thrill of 

horror that it was a mail bag similar to 
the one he carried. 

It was lyirg half under the snow, and 

frozen crest, Horror-stricken, he stood 

still in amazement, forgetting to pull the 
bag loose, when suddenly the horse prick- 
ed up bis ears and began to tremble vio. 

lently. 

FIRST ‘AID 
TO THE INJURED 

POND’ EXTRAT 
FOR BURNS, SPRAINS, WOUND BR 
SES OR ANY SORT OF PA'N. dum 

Used Internally and Externally 
CAUT'ON! Avoid tha wesk watery Witch 

Hazel preparations, represented to be “the 
same as” Pon's Extract, which easily sour 

“It came by to-day’s steamer, and 

the plain and rode into the mountains, | 

With asudden impulse Luke threw 
himself back into the saddle on the in- 

stant, for far in the rear came a long, 

mournful howl that trembled and died 
away. 
The mystery was solved. 

Like a flash Luke realized the fate of 

the two mail carriers—a fate that might 

ere long be meted out to him, for the 

howl he heard was the cry of. hungry 

wolves. Again and again it rose on the 

wintry air, louder and more savage. Al- 

ready they scented their prey. 
Driving the spurs deep Luke flashed up 

the valley at a blind and furious pace. 
He knew too well the nature of his foes. 

The commandant bad assured him that 

wild animals frequented that part of the 

country. So much the worse. The hun- 
gry brutes had been driven by starvation 
toward the coast, and having no doubt 

devoured the two natives they bad taken 

up their habitation in the valley. 
Soon the howl was repeated and takeu 

up on each side until the forest rang with 

their doeful sounds, 
“They gradually come closer, though the 
brave horse was thundering onward with 

all his strength, A little while longer 

and he might be saved, for already dimly 

through the trees Luke could see the 

break in the mountains, 
The forest became more open, and 

once, turning half around in the saddle, 
he saw the dusky forms leaping through 

the bushes. A terrific howl told only too 

plainly that they had sighted their prey. 

There was the gap before him now, with 

the path winding over its rugged slope. 

The brave horse dashed up at full speed 
ard in an instant he had gained the sum- 

mit. 
But the maddened brutes were almost 

at his heels, and turning sharply around 
Luke fired at the foremost, a great, gaunt 

animal, with foaming jaws and bloodshot 
eyes, It was a good shot, for the beast 
tumbled over in the snow, and the rest of 

the pack turned on the wounded comrade 
and torn him to pieces. Luke was able 

to sain some yards, 
In a moment they were after him again, 

full cry, as he dashed down the opposite 

slope, and twice turning round he fired 

into the midst of the pack. 
There was a furious snarl and a howl of 

pain, bat they came on unchecked. 
His situation was now growing desper- 

ata, for the horse’s speed was failing, and 
his strides growing feebler and feebler. 

The wolves were a dezen yards behind 

and gaining fast. 
Luke turned again and fired, and as he 

aimed to give them a second shot a dire 
accident “befell him. The barrel of the 

revplver caught in the fur trimmings of 

his coat and dropped to the ground, leav- 
“ng hiw absolutely at the mercy of his 

savage foes. 4 

Sick with despair he made one last ef- 
fort to escape, leaning forward on the 

horse’s neck and urging the brave animal 

to greater speed. In a moment more 

horse and rider would have been over. 
taken and aragged to the ground, when 
suddenly the sound of running water 
reached Luke’s ears and some distance 

before him down the slope of the hill he 

saw a low, deep ravine crossing the path, 
A little closer and he saw distinctly 

what was before him. A mountain 
stream, in ordinary times a mere brawl- 

ing brook, but now swollen by rain to a 
rushing torrent, swept between two steep | 

banks. Here was a chance for safety. If 
he could only leap the gulf bis ravenous 

pursuers might be left behind. 
Leaning forward on his horses’ neck he 

urged him on with one last, despairing efs 
fort. : 

The brave animal thundered down the 
bill, still ahead of the howling pack, 

reached tue brink of thc gorge, rose with- 
out hesitation into the air and came down 

safely on the other side. 
The wolves, rushing blindly on, plung- 

ed over the edge of the precipice, and 
though some of them perished on the 

down into a deep pool some yards below, 

swam through the icy waters to the bank, 

and struggling to the top took up the 
chase again as though nothing had hap- 

pened. 
Luke, fifty yards in froat by this time, 

looked back just asthe topmost wolf came 
in sight over the bank, followed by half a 

dozen more in quick succession. 
His heart sank within him, and for a 

moment he was tempted to give up the 

struggle. 

howling of the pursuing pack, dashed off 

again, trembling and perspiring, Luke’s 

eye caught the sight of a dark object ly- 
ing on the snow ahead of him. It wasa 

rifle, the lost property no doubt of one of 

the native mail carriers. 
Guiding the horse directly toward it, 

he leaned down suddenly from the saddle 
and as he rushed past made a quick snatch 

at it, 

Tlie horse swerving at this critical mo- 
ment, Le missed his aim, and foolishly 

making a second attempt overbalanced 
himself and witha ery of horror shot 
head foremost into the snow, while his 

riderless horse thundered on his course. 
For a second Luke lay stunned aud 

dizzy, the howling of the wolves ringing 

faintly in hic ears, Then, pulling him- 
self upright, he looked eagerly around 

him, 

As the horse, startled by the renewed |. 

THAT'S THE SPOT! 
Right in the small of the back. 

‘Do you ever get a pain there? 

If so, do you know what it means? 

it is a Backache. 

A sure sign of Kidney Trouble. 

* Don't neglect it. Stop itin time. 

If you don't, serious Kidney Troubles 

are sure to follow. 

DOAN'S KIDNEY PILLS 
cure Backache, Lame Back, Diabetes, 

Dropsy and all Kidney apd Bladder 

Troubles. 

Price 50¢. a box or 3 for $1.25,all dealers. 

DOAN KIDNEY PILL CO. 

b Toronto, Ont. 

red jaws, was =early upon him. Now, 
seeing his prey so still, defenceless—with- 

in his grasp at last—the brute came 

stealthily forward, with sneaking tread. 
Luke shouted at him, but the wolf only 

growled, Picking up the rifle, he snap- 
ped it in vain, and then, seizing it by the 

barrel, he swung it around his body. 
With a furious spring the wo!f was up- 

on him. He dimly saw the glaring eyes 

close to his own, felt the hot breath on 

his neck, and then heard a blinding, deaf- 

which he’knew no more. 

Strange faces were bending over him 
when he regained consciousness. Hi= res- 

cuers were the Russians from the mining 
camp, who had hastened to bis aid when 

the first bullets were fired. A fortunate 
shot had killed Luke’s assailant in the 

nick of time, and the remainder of the 
pack, cheated of their human prey, had 
gone on in pursuit of the horse. 
Luke was carried to the camp—it was 

only two miles away—and by the follow- 

ing day he was feeling himself again, 
The myttery was cleared up at last. 

The fate of the two natives was only too 

clear, and in addition one of the Russians 
from the camp had doubtless met the 
same death, for he had made an attempt 

to reach Vladivostock a week before, and 

had not been heard from since. 
Half a dozen of them ventured out ful- 

ly armed, and found all the mail bags and 

the bones of poor Luke’s herse. No trace 
of the two luckless natives were discover- 
ed, and nothing wes seen of the wolves, 

either. Probably the remnant of the 

pack had been frightened out of the 

neighborhood. 
Two days later Luke was escorted back 

to Vladivostock, and was eagerly welcom- 
ed by Captain Shanoff, who was overjoyed 

to see him safe and sound. 
The ccmmandant wished the brave 

yong fellow to spend some time with 

him, but Luke declined. He had seen 
quite enough of Siberia, and the next 
steamer took him back to Shanghai, for 
he was more than satisfied with his exper- 

ience with Russian wolves. 

: tractive. 

Because of repulsive looking warts on 
the hands. They can be removed quite 

painlessly by Putoam’s Painless Corn and 
Wart Extracter; it never marks and al. 

ways cures. Trvit, Soldby R. O’- 

Leary. 

CUSTOMS REVENUE. 

LARGE INCREASE IN PAST "ELEVEN 

MONTHS, 

Orrawa, May 31.—The Canadian cus- 
toms revenue for eleven months of the 

fiscal year up to the end of May shows an 
increase of $2,822,707 over last year. The 
increase for the year will be not less than 
eleven per cent. For May alone there 

has been a gain of $350,475. The return 

for the eleven months is $29,165,557 and 

for May mouth $2,776,990, 
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Intestinal 
Indigestion 

There are forms of indigestion and dys- 
' pepsia which can never be reached by 
ordinary stomach medicines and so-called 
digestants., The kidneys and liver are 
involved, and though the stomach may be 
all right, it is the part of digestion hich 
takes place in the intestines that is 
imperfect. 

All over the country are Jogpe who are 
suffering from just this kind of indigestion. 
They don't get well, because they 
don't use the right medicine. Dr. 
Chase's Kidney-Liver Pills are admirably 
suited for this very trouble, They act 
directly on the kidneys, liver and bowels, 
remove the cause, and make a permanent 
cure of intestinal indigestion, backache, and 
diseases of the filtering and excretory 
organs. 

Dr. Chase's Kidney-Liver Pills are veg- 
etable in composition, and remarkably 
pros and effective in action. They are 
ept in thousands of homes as a standard 

medicine, and have proven by years of 
trial to be without a rival, One pill a 
dose, 25 cents a box. At all dealers, or 
Edmanson, Bates & Co., Toronto. 

Dr. Chase’s 
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Horror upon horrors! The foremost 
} and often contain “wood alcoho!™ an irrit 
externally and, taken internally, a poloon { wolf, a great, gauut creature, with blood Kidney-Liver Pilis 

ening report ricgiug close to his ears, after | 

Many Women are not At- 

OIRECT IMPORTERS OF BRITISH AND FOREIGN GOODS, 

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL DEALERS 

FLOUR CORNMEAL, OATMEAL, COFFEE. 

TEA, SUGAR, TOBACCO, 
COARSE SALT, in bulk and bags, DAIRYSALT, 

Molasses, Biscuits, Cheese, 

PORK AND BEEF, 
HAMS, OATS, BRAN AND SHORTS. 

0 

HARDWARE, CROCKERWARE, GLASSWARE, 

BOOTS AND SHOES 
' FY 

. . 

DRY GOODS. 
Ready-Made Clothing, Scotch Horse Collars, 

IRON, CHAIN, ANCHORS, ROPE, 

NAILS OF EVERY DESCRIPTION LIME. 

> 
A 

English House Coal. 

Blacksmith’'s Coal 
. 

HIN GLES, DEALS, BOARDS AND SCANTLING, 

[=
] 

PITCH-PINE, HARDWOOD, LATHS, etc. 
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Rexton, Kent County, N. B. 
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and return it to us with a year’s subscription to 
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