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engsged the attention of the legisiature
and the government eince the province
wap first established. Up to the year
183:5 each county bad its own bhighway
act. In that year all the highway acts
of the varions connties were consolidat-
ed, Evidently the intention of the legis-
iatnre of that dsy was to cast the cost of
opening and maintaing the roads of the
provines upon tbe counties. At that
time, and for many years belore,
all the rivers and streams of the prov-
ince of any size were croseed by ferries,
the control and msnagement of which,
by law, wee placed in the hands of the
pessions of eech county, which eeeeions
correeponded to the municipal councils
o{ the present day. The legislatare
m time to time made epecial grants
to each county to ereist them in open-
ing and keeping up the roads. After a
time it appeared by the acts of those
years the province proceeded to con-
ptruct bridges over thoee rivera and
rtreams previously traversed by ferries.
Later another highway act was intro-
duced, emending the previous sct go e
to put upon the varions counties the coat
of maintaining these bridgee aleo, For
many yvears the performance of statute
labor became in some parte of the prov-
ince a deed letter. There was a general
impression existing thatthe responsibil-
ity cf keep'ng up the roads and bridges
of the province should be borne salto:
gether by the government. At firet the
connties received small snd deemnltory
prants, and then it grew into a cmstom
for the government to make larger ap-
propriations for the diflerent countiee.

Firet Permanent Bridges.

Bome doren of years ago the govern-
ment nnrchased from the New DBruns.
wick Railway Company fonr railway
bridges, and these were converted into
some fourteen or fifteen highway bridges
and placed In varions parte of the prov-
ince, the whole being done by days
work, snd under the superintendence of
Mr. Alfred Haines, of the board of worke
devnartment.

This, I may eay, so far as I am
aware, was the firet attempt
on the part of the government
et permapnent bridge building Iin
this province. At that time
tha government had the active
an enthueiastic support of the present
leader of the oppoeition, who could eee
nothing wrong in haviog the bridges
erected by days work. The government
were 8o well pleased with these steel
and iron highway bridges that they de-
cided to embark in the building of per-
manent bridges, feeling satisfied that
the undertaking would result advan-
tageously to the province, The result was
that the government obtained author-
ity from the legislature in 1891 to
jetme bonde to the extent of
$250,000 for the erection of permanent
ptructures. We advertieed for tenders
for the erection of the Hampton bridge,
the Trout Creek bridge at Saesex and
the Salisbury bridge. Th=> contract to
build the Hempton bridge wae awarded
to the usnadian Bridge and Iren Com-
pany, and the contracts for the other
two bridges were awarded to the Domin-
fon Briige Companv.

Other Bridges Cost More.

What was the rate per pound charged
by these upper province firme? Did they
tender to conetruct the bridges for 3 or
33 cents per pound, &8 the sensaticnal
oppoeition papers would have ue believe
the Dominion Bridge company is now
willing to erect permanent bridges in
this province for? Nco! Nothing of the
kind. The Dominion Bridge company
cherged ths province at the rate of 6
cente per pound for the erection of the
Balisbury bridge. They charged the
province at the rate of 7cents per pound-
for the Bugeex bridge, and the Canadian
Bridge & Iron company charged and
were paid at the rate of 7} cents per
pound for the Hampton bridge. The
government were then new at the work
of building permanent bridgee, but they
were not loog ia discovering that while
they bad paid the upper province cor-
ceins fair prices for the bridges named
they had not obtained a fair return for
their money; that the bridgee, while
handeome in appearance, were not likely
to endure to a much greater period than
well conetructed wooden bridges. They
found, particularly with respect to the
Hampton bridge, that the material

was too light for the lemgth
of the epans, end that, although
the bridge when erected was sup-
roud to lset vpwards of fifty years,
t required important repairs one year

after 1te erection. The etrain rods had

broken because of being too light, and 1
may eay that the same bridge has bad
to be repaired & second time, and the
opinion is general among competent
bridge builders that the bridge will not
last halfthe time that we had hoped.
The SBuseex and BSaligbury bridges have
given esomewhat better gatisfaction,
but neither of them beginsg to compare
with the bridges that
s'nce been erected by our own New
Brunswick concerns. The bridgee built
by the R3cord Foundry and Machine
Company give evidence of better work-
manship, engineericg capability, capac-
ity of strength and much better quality
of material. Ouqe of the difficulties wé
found in connection with the building of
the Hampton, Buos ex ana Balisbury
bridges, by upper Canadian firms, was
that we had no engineer who coald pre-
pare plane and specifications for thege
permanent struciores and counld not
have proper inspeotion at the point of
conetruction and that we were obliged
to accept bridges from plans prepared

by the companies theraselvee.
When we went into business on
3 larger gcale, and - obteined

authority for & bond isene of $400,000 for
the purpose of building permanent
bridges, we determined on a different
policy.. We decided that if it were pos-
sible, heving regard to quality of work-
manship and falr prices, we would have
the work done in our own province, and
as far as possible

Give Fmployment to Our Own Péople.

We decided that we would have the
new bridges erected under the supervi-
gion of & competent engineer and in-
spector of large practical experisnce,
from working plape, The chiet
engineer of the department, Mr,
Wetmore, who had esome ex-
perience in connection with railwa
bridges, and who bad the advantage of
inetruction under Mr Edward Shaw, an
engineer of almost worid wide reputa-
tion, was authorized to take charge of
the work. It was firat propored that
thesa bridges might be constructed by a
company, to be organized in Charlotte
county for the purpose of undertaking
bridge construction. My predeceseor in
the premiership, Hon Jas Mitchell, took
a very active interest in the effort to
have tbe work done by & company or-
ganized in his own county, but, through
some hesitancy on the part of the Char-
lotte county promoters, the department
of public works was obliged to look else-
where within the province for parties
who would undertake to have the work
done under the supervision of Mr.
Haines in much the same way that he
had operated with reepect to the first
iron bridges constructed in the provinee,
The Record Fiundry and Machine Com-
pany constructed severil bridges in this
way, at prices about the same ae paid the
upper Canadian companies. Before the
government gave the Record Foundry
and Machine Company & contract it re-
quired of them to produce memoranda
phowinv their basis of business, showing
the actual cost of la“or amnd material,
before any profit could ba expected on
the work to be given. To this was added
a small percentage of profit, and the
government agreed to give the Moacton
concern the building of & num-
ber of bridges at pricea a little
lesg than paid the wupper prove
ince firms, The Record foundry
people invested & very large
gom of money in & plant necessary to
carry on t1@ work, A little later Mr, J.
M. Raddock, of Chatham, went into the
permanent bridge building business,and
as chief commigeioner of the province I
took occasion to invite tenders from New
Brunswick concers for the congtruction
of bridges, and

Two Bridges Were Built Under Tender,

one at Port Elgin and one at Petitco-
diar., After omr experience with the
tender system, both 1n dealing with con-
cerng in the upper provinces and
with New Brunewick firms, we
came to the conclusion that the
the work could be done in the best in-
terest of the province in the way we
have been doing recently, and we have

w
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been paying the New Brunewick firme
at the rate of about 6} cents per pound.
There is no secret about this rate, as all
the accounts in connection with the con-
struction of bridges have beem before
the public accounts committee every
year, and there has never been the
slightest dieposition on the part of the
chief commissioner or any other mem-
ber of the government to withhold any
information with respect to the cost of
theee or any other bridges. If there be any
virtuae in the argument that the erection
of permanent bridges is & wise policy,
then tbe bridges must be what they pur-

ort to be, and no bridge whose life will

e leas than the bonde issued to cover
its cost counld properl{ be claseified as a
permanent bridge. Itis not my desire
to reflect upon the bridges, either con-
structed within our own province by
upper province firms, or upon the bridges
erected in the mneighboring province of
Nova Scotia by firme either within
or without that province but I am
willing to staks the existence of our
goveromeut upon the verdict of a
committee of reputable engineers that
the bridgee built 1n this province by cur
New Brunewick firms will outlive by
from 50 to 75 years the bridges erected
by outside firma in this_province or the
bridges constructed in Nova Bcotia at a
much less rate than we are paying,

1 bave made no complaint over the
fact that the charges which the Sun and
other opposition newspapers have
been publishing duaring the last sev-
eral months have been put into shape
by & nameless civil engiceer, but Il am
going to agk this audience tonight and I
am going to ask the people of this coun-
try if they comsider it manly that
charges ehould be hurled arainst a gove
ernment when the author of the charges
was unwilling to appear in the open. I
may be permitted to conjecture who this
gentleman was, and I might not be far
astray if I located him in the person of
an engineer who for yeare was a domin-
ion public servant, and who, by reason of
his unrestricted deslinge in a epecies
public property of the
dominion, termed, for the pnrpoee
of deceiving, “shingles,” was dismliesed
from & position of trust. How far that
dismiseal has actuated him with respect
to this matter I will leave it for the pub-
lie to corjecture, but I am bound to say
that & gentleman who laid himself open
to & criminal charge for the misappro-
priation of valuable property of the do-
minion to the uses of himeelf and those
with whom he was associated, is not
entitled to that recognition which would
reeunlt in condemning me in the eyes
of the constituents of the province, in
the face of my own statements and de-
denial to the contrary. While this has
been my covjecture regarding the name-
Jess engineer, I noiice that withia the
last few daye the name of Mr. A, R,
Holmes has been put forward as the
engineer who had farnished the
opposition with the material for
their campaign do‘umes’; and who is
the Mr. Holme:? & young man who from
1895, until the 15th of last SBeptember
was, ] am informed, an apprentice in
the engineering department of the In.
tercolonial railway at Moncton, and who,
when | e left the department was an en-
gineer.of such eminent ability that Le
was receiving the munificen! salary of
seven dollars and a quarter a week. The
young man is now undergoing instra -
tions at & Boston echool of tech-
nology, and 1 trust may beecome atno
distant day an engineer, whose opinion
will be valuable. In ths meantime bis
name seems to have been weed for the
purpose of drawing away attention from
the gentleman, whoee wholesale dealing
in ‘ehingles,” cost him his position as
chie! engineer of the Intercolonial Rail-

WAY.
Oprosition Evidence Not Creditable,

There is 8 feeling in the breast of every
fair-minded c¢itiz3n of this province that
no one ghounld be accused without know-
ipg the name of his eccuser—without
having & chance to meet him face to
face. Think you that if the opposeition
thonght they could eustain their charges
they would not have prodaced their
nameless engineer long ago? Then
again, take the fact that the
charge wes not put forward by eny
member of the legielature, but by a
gentleman not now in publiclife. Do
yow not think that the object of that

wae 80 that if the house met before an
election the opposition might have a
chance of running away from thecharges
which had been published in their
interest.

The Daily Kecord o! Baturday, Janu-
ory 2188, referring to my statement at
B8t Andrews that the ineinuations in the
legislature with respect to the bridge
charges had been fully met by the gov-
ernment, said: “This Dr Btockton em-~
phaucnlfy denied, and, as & matter of
fact the government’s little dodge of
proroguing the house when Mr Pinder
was speaking to the charges worked
well. The member for York was about
to nnearth the double price scheme and.
expose the trickery of the boodle legis--
tatore when the usher of the black red
spnounced the arr.val of the governor to
terminate the gession.’” I have not seen
any denial of the truth of thig reportin
the Reeord, but I wouid hope that poli-
tice in New Brunswick have not {allen so
low that the leader of a party would be
guilty of making such an incorrect state-
ment as the one juet gqnoted. As a mat-

~ter of fact, as the report in the Bon news-

paper of i“ridly, March 18th, lsst year,
will show,Mr Pinder finished an exhaus-
tive speech and was foillowed by myself,
Mesars Dibblee, Osman, SBumner, Robin-
son, Btockton, Tweedie, Smith, Alward,
Black and Lockhart, and the debate
was concluded and the house concurred
in the report of the committee of public
accounts, after which the house ad-
journed uotil Friday foremoon, when,
after considerable routine and no dis-
cussion, the governor prorogaed the
houge. What tae oppositioncan hope to
gain from thus misrepresenting the
actual proceedings of the houese 1 leave-
it it.o Dr. Stockton and his party to deter-
mine,

Bridge Expenditures Approyed Last.
. Sessi0D,

Just before the close of the legislature
last session there was a meeting of the
puablic accounts committee, A report of
its proceedings was telegraphed to one of
the 8t. John papers by a member of the-
G.eaner newspaper gtafl, This is what
he wrote: *“Being dissppointed with Mr,
Emmereon’s capable and ho:est admin-
istration of affaire in connection with
the legislative buildings and lanatic
aeylum, the opporiticn scrutiny was
pext levelled at the expenditure on per-
manent bridges The opposition felt
gsure that Mr. Emmer:zon, with all the
multitade of other official du ies the
premier must attend to. could mnot.
expend $85,000 qapcon 254 bridges,
situated in every part of the
province, in eums varying from
$1 60 to $3,709, and baving to deal with
all sorts of men, without some misappro--
priation or unwise or excessive expendi-
tare. Mr Pinder, aided by Mr Dibblee,.
made & most carefal and critical search
of all the accounts, papers and etate-
ments of permanent bridge expenditare..
Mr Emmeyson and the deputy commis-
gicner of public works, Winslow, were
present aid the critics in their-
investigation, and when a most thorough
gearch was completed at 11 o’clock to-
night the opposition members held a
midnight conclave and made success-
fal arrangements for obsequies of their
blighted and blasted hopes. After a.
minute scrutiny of

Mr. Pinder’s Practised Scavengering

and Mr. Dibblee’s professional acumen:
the oppoeition had not even a peg upon
which to hang a criticism, nor a single
item which could be by the most skilfal
manipulation construed irto a charge of
boodling.”” Without desiring to parade
myself as a particularly bonest man, I
quote the above as the opinion ot the
news editor of the Gleaner, whose opin-
ion, I am free to admit, dcei not appear
to entirely correspond with ‘ that of the
so ocalled religiona editor of that paper.

I would like to ask if therve is any
information now before the country to
show any dishonesty on the part of the
government than there was when the
member of the Glea.er staff wrote the
apove report with respect to Mr Pinder’s
insinuations. It is quite trwe that a let-
ter purporting to have come from the
Dominion Bridge Company, and whieh,
I have no doubt, did come from that
company, has been published, in which
it is etated that that company could
farnish bridges at @ considerably lower
rate than paid by the government



