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Y.ou will eearch thas report in vain for
eny reference to wrong doing on the

avt of the government, or any member
<l:ereof, with respect to the cost of per-
susnent bridgea, These two paragrapbs
4rom the report of last year’s committee
© wrlil be found iateresting:—

“That wherever practicable the con-
€ractes for the construction of the super-
filzootures of permanent bridges should
%4 put up (o tender, with preference in
€®avor of provincial manufaciurers.”
© “[n conciusion your committee desire

€0 place on racord their appreciation ot
<ha highly eatisfaetory manner in which
¢29 honorable chief commissioner of
" g@ablio works and the honorable provin-
cisiisecrotary forniehed all info:mation
&0 thelr posssssion asked for by the com-
eniftee with respect to the expenditares
én thelr eeveral departments.”

How unlike the gensational articles of
¢ Bun are these reports of the public
ecoonnte committee, made up, a8 I havs
etated, hy represeutatives from both
nldes of the house,

L liave never hesifated to say on the
€ yore of the loglaslature and elsewhers
¢oat I boneatly believed that in very
+ysny caece the government could get
C©ottor work at & less figure by haviog
<he service done by days work., Money
was gaved in that way with respact to
¢he matter ol inspection, and the depart-
aueat was not oconfronted with a large

©ill of exiraa, as ig unfortanately too

@ften the case when the work had been
«<one by contract. I have endeavored to
p&ht out pariicularly with respect to
the wozk of rep-iring, that it was often
vary difficalt to have p aos and epecifi-
cations prepared that wonld meet the
<286, . The flooring "of a bridge might
have to be repaired, and when part of it
wad taken up it wonid be found that very
wuaoh groater repairs were needed
¢2am at first pupposed,and while I know
€ aat bhere ia alwaya a deeire on th~ part
«f opponenta to create the impression
taat work done by the day is more cost-
¥yithanif pet op to tender, I have mno
tizaitation in eaying that in nioe cases
ouG of ten bottar. work at a less figure
<sn te obtained when the day’s work
eyastom prevaile, Wulle I eay this I do
#.0¢ mean to say that occasions will not
eriae whean it would be in the beat inter-
enta of the province to have important
worke let by competion.

I do not purpoge making any reflac-
€¢/onaupon the integrity of the gentleman
who bias fathered these ‘‘startliog ex-
posares.” I refer particularly now, not
¢o the purist of the Nacawic, but to
Cur. Young Friend,. Mr, J. Douglas

Hazen,

Le¢an vpry well understand that a
gsntleman #0 clogely connected witn
“the Harris land j,b” in 8t. John might
s expected to tremble and tarn pale at
t2@ wvery thought ol the provincial
®overnment -being in any way con-
weoted with jobs, and when we re-
call his concection with the work
n thée cnstom howmee in 8t. John
@ few years ago, when he was a membear
¢f the Dominion parliament, we are
eble to get an idea of how he must have
#tfered in mind and conecience when
e medé the diecovery that we were
© Yullding some permanent bridges by
day’s work, such bridges being con-
structed by New Brunswick firms at a
fsa price tbhan we had paid apper Can.
«dian province firms for a very inferior
clasa of bridges, comparing the latter
with the superior bridges that

‘have

been buiit by Nsw B:ruce-
wick concerns, Amn examination of
the reporta of the auditor general
of the D minion of Canada for 1893 and
1894 shounld aflord Mr Hazen and the Bt
John Bua evidence of their great co-
elstency. The reporta mentioned show
that the work of 1ebuilding the custom
house was done entirely by day's work,
Ia 1893 there wae paid oat for labor and

material on the 8t John custom house.

the sum of $74,983 38, and in 1894 for
labor and material there was paid on
asccount of the St Johm cuastom housa
$113,011 65.

Interesting Custom Houss Items,

Wages were paid the men all the way
from $1 50 to $4 per day. [ am not fiad-
ing fanlt witn the rate of wages paid,
but in connection with the accounts there
are some fow items of vary special in-
tereat. Mr, John E Wilson 18 & very
reapectabls gentleman, and is engaged
in the galvanizid iron work in Bt. John,
When the work of repairing the castom
house in 8t. John was commenced tead-
ers were asked for placing copper roofs
on the baildivg. Tenders were sent in
from ali parta ot the dominion, and when
they were opened it was found that of
Mr Wilson of 8t John wsaa the loweat.
The public works department tele.
graphed M. Wileon askiog him if
he was prepared to enter upon the
performance of the contract at the
figures named by him. He replied that
he was, whereupon his contract was acC-
capted and he gave an order to Messrs,
W. H, Thorne & Co. for the large gnan-
tity of copper that would be required in
t he performancs of his /contract. Some-
time rfter his accepiance of the contract
Mr. Wilson concladed that he was not
likely to make as much out of the work
a8 he had expected. He thought he dis-
covered some rools on the building that
had not shown in the plane, but he
tbought he might reasonably count on
large extras, or extras sufficiently large
to make the contracta profitable one,
but on reading over a copy of the agree-
ment he concluded that there wae very
little chance for extras umnless -he had
the matter arranged in advance.

- Arranged with Hazen for EHxtras,

He had pot any great difficunity in in-
docing Mr J Douglas Hezen td accom-
pany him to Ottawa to see if it waa not
possible to have the contract price
changed. [ have it on the moat anques-
tionable aut ority that Mr Hezen tried
all his persuasive powers nupon the then
minister of puablic works, Hon Mr
Oaimet, toinduce him to permit a change
in the ccntract price, so that Mr Wilson
might bave a few thousand doliars more
than the amount of his tender. The
minister pointed out that that wa:
at  variance with all prece-
dents, end refused fto comply with
the 1request of Mr Hazmn in
favor of his friend Mr Wilson.
The miniater, I am assured, pointed out
that it Mr Wilson was nnwilling t> goon
with the contract at tre figure named in
his tender, the work would be given to
the next highest tender,which,I bellieve,
came froms &8 Montreal concera. Upon
hearing this Mr Hezen threatened the
minister and said taat the constiinency
of 8t John would not consent to have the
work done by an upper province con-
cern, and he then and there proposed
that the j \b should be done by the day’s
work, aud it was aocordingly decided
that the work should be done by the
day. What waa the result?

A Fat Thing for Wilson,

The government took off the hands of
Meesra. W, H. Thorne & Co. the copoer
which they had purchased for Mr, Wil
#on, paying them s very large price for
the same, and then they employed Mr.
Wilson to superintend the job, paying
h'm at the rate of $4 perday as foreman,
aod paying him aise $1 50 a day for the
hire of rooffiag and cornice tools, and
aleo purchasing from Mr, Wileon a large
quanity of gupp.ies. Mr., Wilson had
profits from three sources—his wages as
foreman, the hiring of hie rooffing and
cornice tools, and the profiie on the ma-
teriais uppihd. A very largo item
in the materinie supplied by
My, Wilson was that of solder,
for which he charged at the rate of 30
cents & pound, s figure mo high that bs-
fore paying the bill the auditor general
wrote some epicy correepondence oa the
subject., I am told that there was a pre-
tence at asking tenderxs for the supplying
of the solder, but the genu’neness of the
fenderers will be doubted when 1 men-
tion the fact that the auditor general
pointed out that the price paid Mr Wil-
son, for supplying over 2,700 pounde, was
the same rate that the solder could be
bought at retail,

In 1863 Mr,. Wilson Rece ved 8728

a8 foreman of the custom houee, and the
same year he received $1 85652, the
greater part of which was for sapplies.
In 1894 there was paid to Mr Wileon
$633, about omne-hal! of which was for
material and the other half for wages.
The total sum paid for wages to roofers
alone for work on the custom house wae
upwards of $30000 daring those two
vears. Masars Toorne & Co received
vearly $14,000 for custom house sup-
plies, Mr T'borne ig one of the leading
directors of the 8t John SBan newspaper,
the leading opposition paver in the
province. Neither the Bun nor Mr
Haz'n speems to bave been s'rongly
opposed to the principle of having public
work done by the day when the repaire
were being made to the custom hsuge in
Bt. Jobn, These repaire, as I have
ehown, cost nearly $200,000; at least the
suditor gereril’s reports for 1893 and
1884 show those amounts. 1 have not at
hand the auditor general’s report of the
dominion for 1895 and cannot say posi-
tively whether any enme due on tae
custom honse in 8t, John were p2id that
year or not, but I think it will be ad.
mitted that the sum of nearly $200,000
Was A very large price to pay for the re-
pairiog of one building in the city of
8¢, John, Now, mark you, I
am not preétending to wesay that
thers was anything wrong in the matter
8o far as Mr Wiigcn, or, for that matter,
80 far 83 Messra Thorne & Co, were con-
cerned. 1 merely menticn this matter
to show the counsistency of the mea who
are quite wiiling to approve cf all that
had been done in conneciion with the
work on the 5t John custom house, and
who find fault with our government for
having any wo:k done by the day. It
ia gquite impossible to fizure out of the
aaditor general’s report the exact
cost of the roo! on the custom
house building, but the greater part
of Mesera Thorne’s bill of nearly $14,000
appears to have been for materials for
the roof, If you will add te that eum
the amount paid to Mr Wilson for mate-
riale and wages, as well as the wages of
the diffsrent roof:rs, the grand total
will have assumed tremendows propor-
tions. 1I I wanted to

impute Charges of Boodling to Mr, Hazen

I might not have to draw very largely
on my imagination to paint a pictare
that would at least be attractive to the
eye of that gentleman’s political
opponents. Junst fancy & member
of the domicion parliament start-

ing off in the company of a gentle-
man who had recelved & contract cover-

ing many thousands of dollars, seeking
an interview with the minister of public
works, first besseching him to change

the contract—to consent to a higher
price -~and then threatening him with
dire conseqnuence if tha contract went
a concern outeide of Naw Branewick.
And it might be poseible—in faot it
might be no very difficult matter—to
leave the impression that Mr. Hazen in
taking the stand that he had taken was
not movad entirely by motives of patriot-
jsm; however,itisnot my purpoee to fl:ng
mod, and the only reison why I have re-
ferred to this matter at all ia to show the
bypocrisy of the gentlemen who now
peek to have the government of New
Brunswick harled from gonr for hav-
ing permanent bridge work done by the
day by New Brunewick concsrn¢, when
be was so willing a few years ago to ap-
ply the day work system to the repaira
:p:n the custom house in the city of St
‘John.

I thank you most heartily for yowr
kind attention, Possibly I have occm-
piad your time more fully than I should
have done, but 1 was desirous of making
a full and complete statement with re-

#pect to these charges, and I am quite
willing and guite prepared to accept the
people’s verdict with respeot to these
and all other matters connected with
the affaira of government.

Mr Emmerson was in magnificent
voice and abattered the two price bridge
charges to pleces. It is needless to say
that in York the opposition will mnot
dare voice these charges again.

Attorney General W hite congratalated
the four candida‘es who had been ge-
lected by the county of York, and he
congratulated the ccunty of York on ita
very exoellent chyice. ‘The county had

"not been for Eome years past represented
a8 it wa® once by such men as Messrs
Fisher, Allen and Blair. but I believe
now the change hae come and York will
again take ita proper place. ~

He then diecussed the Moncton con-
vention, sald that it was not representa-
tive of the Coneervative party. It was
there declared that the people were not
henceforth to be allowed to govern them-
selves bat they must be governed by
plrt] » :

He scourged Siockton for his change
base and said that the learned doctor at
one time in a spsech said that he would be
sshamed to belong to the Conservative
party. Yet now we fiad him band
glove with them." 209

Owing to the lateness of the hour the
aftorney general cut short a very inter-
eeting and eloquent speech. '

At the close of the meeting Premier
Emmersos was warmiy congratalated
upon what vas considered on all hands
to be the ablest spsech of his life. It
was & masterly angwer to the red fire of
the opposaition and that it, carried con-
viction to the minds of the great ma-
jority of the large audience was evi-
denced from the frequent cutburst of
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