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the summer of 1896 it was found
to accept those estimates for car
ess of the country
But of course, by keep-
‘some check upon the expense, we had
rtial control, and while it was ex-
oted that that year would land us In a
heavy deficit, we had the satisfaction
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Mr. Foster—Is the hon. gentleman going
'l;) tal.('e up the expenses per head on both

The Minister of Finance—I do not take
up the capital expemnse, but I shall be glad
at a later stage to look into that
not the figures with me.
hown that the ecapital expense on canals
# larger than when hon. gentlemen oppo-
ite were in power, but the per capita ex-
piiee will have to be treated as a question
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éL TRADE OF CANADA.

want to submit a statement of the to-
trade of Canada for different periods.
re varous way of measuring the
of the country : the population
p value of land is another, and
trade is another.
to every one of those to prove
is ing to an unprece-
p to-day. 1 speak particularly
of the total trade.
e the statement Into three
with the period from
I may describe as a

low tariff period. There was a Comserva-
tive Government in power for part of the
time and a Liberal Government for part
?f lttll"e time, when we find a much lower
ariff.

Then we had the period from 1878 to 1896,
which, I suppose, my hon, frlends opposite
do not object to my calling a high tariff
period.

Then, we have the perdod from 1896 to
the present time, which, if not a very low
tariff, is certainly a period of a moderate
revenue tariff,

Percentage of Increase.

I find that the total trade In 1868 was

$1.’_¥1.()‘.‘7,.’-32, in round numbers ; in 1878
$172,405,454, an increase, in ten gears, in

the low tariff period, of $41,377,922, the
percentage of Increase in the ten years
being 381.58 per cent., and the average an-
nual increase $3,761,627.

Now we come to the period from 1878 to
1806, The total trade in 1878 was $112,-
405,457, and in 1896 it was $239,025,360. The
increase in 18 years was $66,619,908, the
percentage of increase in 18 years was
38,64 and the average annual increase was
$3,701,105.

Now we come to the period of moderate
tariff. The total trade Tor 1896 was $230,-
025,360 and the total trade for 1809 was
$321,661,213, an increase in three years of
$82.635,853, against an increase of $66,000,-
000 in the whole 18 years of the Natlonal
Policy.

The average annual increase in this pres-
ent period has been $27,645,284, agetnst an
average annual increase of $3,701,000 In the
period of the Natlomal Policy.

The percentage of increase in our three
years is 34.57, as against 38,64 in the 18
years of the National Policy.

The Current Year.

We have a statement of our trade for the
elght months of the current year, and I
ghall present an approximate estimate for
the remaining four momnths. If our trade
for the coming four neonms should keep
pace with the progress of the last elght
months we would then have the increase
for the four years over 1806 at $135,227,247.
The averagé annual increase for the four
years would be £33,806,811, against an av-
erage annual increase of $3,701,000 in the
days of the National Policy. The percent-
age of Increase in the four years wWol be
nG.57. as against a percentage of 38.64 In
the 18 years of the National Policy.

Now, converting this into a statement of
the anmual inerease, we find that in the
old tariff period from 1868 to 1378, the
total trade increased 3.15 per cent., and
from 1878 to 1806 it increased 2.14 per
cent. There was a lower rate of increase
of trade under the National Policy than
there was under the Macdomald-Mackenzie
tavifl.

From 1896 to 1809 the annual Increase s
11.52 per cent., as against 2.14 per cent. in
the days of the National Policy. If we
take the eight months’ actual nigures of the
present year and the four months’ esti-
mate, we will find that the annual increase
in the current wyear is 14,14 per cent., as
against 2 per cent. In the days of the Na-
tional Policy. (Cheers).

Mr. Wallace—At what do you estimate
the total trade for the current year ?

The Minister of Finamce—I have given
the increase but have not at hand the fig-
ures on which it is based. The increase
for the four vears over 1806 1s estimated
at $135,227,247.

Increase of Trade.

showing the

I have here a statement -
last eight

increase of trade during the
months,

The imports, exclusive of coin and baul-

lion, in the eight months of last year,
were $06.342,000. This wear they were
£115.228,000—(Cheers)—an increase of $18,-
886,000.

Now the exports, leaving out coin and
bullion, last year, for eight months were
| £96,810,000; this year $110,058,000, an in-

| erease in the exports of the produce of
Canada of $13,248,000.

Taking the aggregate trade for the eight
months of last year it was $103,152,000,
and for the eight months of this year
@095 286.000—(cheers)—an  increase in the

last eight months of £32,000,000 over the
phenomenal trade of last year. (Renewed
| cheers.)
| 1 have here some comparative state-

ments which are wusually presented in a

budget speech respecting the cirenlation of
% of the chartered banks of the Do-
That

notes
minion Government,
as follows:—-

statement is

Sales of Land.
A very Interesting statement, which I
will only present in brief, though homor-

able gentlemen in the West woold‘ per-
find it of special interest; ltbs one

haps,
showing the sales of land made the
Dominion Govermment and the C.P.R.

Company in the Northwest.

In 1895, 1806 and 1897 the C.P.R, rve
turns show that they had actually sold no
land in those years, or to put it in other
words, the sales of land had mot beem as
great as the cancellations of previous sales.

In 1808 the company sold 192,018 acres,
and in 1899 they sold 206,874 acres.

The snles of Dominion lands, the re
ceipts being in cash and scrip, were as
follows:—

I0086 ....ccovceoscsnsavisencesc SINN.08
SRR .vsrsesssstssncannantavess RIS
1&7'8 YRR I L R R ]m‘m.?s
18080 t..vv sesssvnisssansansns . 137,905.93

These figures are very suggestive of the
growth and progress of our great westarn
country.

Immigrants.

I have a statement of the immigrants ar-
riving in Canada for a series of years as
follows -

BN .o isoiis abe Dhabebisnai s SEE
7 SO BRReeRURCT  LIETIRE
M iy diese aries i iavsiteh iy BRI
TOO0 il R e e dvrssis SHOUB

In addition in the last three years about
30,000 have <¢ome in from the United
States. Prior to 1807 there do not ap-
pear to be statistics as to the immigra-
tion from the United States if there was
such an immigration in those years.

Mr, E, F. Clarke (West Torontv)—Have
you got the information as to the na-
tionality of the immigrants arriving at
ocean ports during the last two or three
years?

The Minister of Finance—I have mot it in
my notes. Is there any particular nation-
ality the honorable gentleman wants to
shut out?

Mr. Clarke—I would like to get all the
nationalities.

The Minister of Finance—I am not
aware whether the Department of the In-
terior has them. My honorable friend,
the acting minister, can perhaps look into
that,

A further illustration may be given by
the importations of settlers’ effects, which
were as follows:—

1806 ..co000n .o oo $2,188,075

S tas s s

ST iosnsins esses asnussviness SINENERY
BUEE . .ousson Bedn snvss shevesses SRR
1899 ...... essvene PEIERSEI R

It will be seen that there is a consid-
erable lncrease in the last two years. I
am glad, however, to be able to quete an-
other authority as to the increase of im-
migration from the United States. My
homorable friend the leader of the Opposi-
tion visited the city of Boston a few days
ago, and there made a very patriotic
speech which does him infinite credit. In
the course of that speech he said: “Since
the 27th of last September he had the
opportunity of addressing 57 public meet-
ings in Canada in every province, and at
these meetings he had met hundreds of
former citizens of the United States who
had taken up their residence in Canada.”

Mr. Prior—Would the honorable gentle-
man say whether the leader of the Oppo-
eition stated when these immigrants came
to Canada? :

The Minister of Finance—In the report
of the honorable gentleman’s very excel-
lent and patriotic speech I see no reference
of that kind, and I do not imagine that
he drew any such distinction.

Mr. Foster—You do mnot know whether
they are actnal settlers om lamds or whe-
ther they are simply counted by our im-
migration officers when they come in,

The Minister of Finance—At a later
stage, perhaps, the acting Minister of the
Interior can look into that amnd give the
Information; I cannot give it

IRON AND STEEL.

A gratifying evidence of the increasing
activity of recent years, and especially last
year, has been the growth of enterprises
of comsiderable importance for the manu-
facture of iron and steel. In the Pro-
vince of Ontario several new establish-
ments have been started within the last
vear or two, and there is I believe every

l probability that the irom deposits of that

CIRCULATION OF NOTES OF CHA RTERED BANKS ANL DOMINION

GOVERNMENT,
Date. Banks. Government. Total.
31st October, 1894.....$34,516,651 $22,212,884 $56,729,535
sulenie ot MR 22,893,259 57,564,287
“ ‘- 1896. .... 35,955,150 21,607,553 57,562,703
1897..... 41,580,928 24,751,932 66,332,860
% “ 1808. . ... 42,543,446 24,315,088 66,859,434
% “ 1899. . ... 49,588,236 27,076,309 76,664,545

There is mo better criterion of the gen-
| eral business activity of the country than
the circulation of the small notes—the $1
and $2 notes, such as a wayfaring man,
even though he may be a member of Par-
liament, may expect to get hold of. The
larger notes get into the hands of the
[ more favored people, but the average of
mankind is fortunate to PpOSSESS these $1

| and $2 bills; it is ome of the best tests
of the activity of the trade of the coun-
try. Taking the figures at the highest

| point in each year, which is the time the
harvest is being moved at the end of Oec-
| tober, I find the cirenlation of Dominion
notes of $1 and $2 was as follows:—

DOMINION NOTES.

notes of denomination of $1

Dominion
and $2 in circulation:—
Date. Amount.
31st Oectober, 1894....c00ccances $7.031,368
"y SR . % ienssens LR
. LHER . ccoeneversi LTS
* 180 .ce0 s L sesasss LD
. 1808, . c0ecesessssss 5,012,602
- 1809.ccc000c0cvccne 0,421,886

BANK CLEARINGS.

The bamk clearings which business men

as one indication of some value

[ recognize
| as to business activity were as follows for
| Montreal, Toronto, Winnipeg, Hamilton, |
Halifax and St. John:
The bank clearings In six cities of Can
ada were:—
Year eanded 381st December,
YT BRI R DN $1,174,710,345
Year ended 31st December,
BREE L cescasdAsEsush sies 1,390,019,344
vear ended 31st December,
L AR RN QNP R Y 1,549,966,600

The six cities are Montreal, Toronto,
Winnipeg, Hamilton, Halifax and St. Johm,

The clearing house at St. John was only
established in 1806,

This shows an enormous increase in the
bank clearing.

The discounts of the chartered banks
of Camada from the year 1894 to the 31st
January, 1900, were as follows:—

DISCOUNT.
CHARTERED BANKS OF CANADA.
Date. Amount,
20th June, 1894...cc0ccceccass -$224,371,222
¢ 1895 . 224 627,632
TSR R e 294,507,301 |
IBOT . iieikusnenies RURIUR AN
BBOR. . . ashansbsneses I BINLES
SRAA ise s ERTID T |
a21st January, 1900 .....ccc0000 301,694,768

The deposits in the chartered banks and |

! in the Post-office and Government savings
| hanks are as follows for the periods men-
tioned :—

province will be worked on a much larger
gcale than before.

But the new enterprise which have prob-
ably attracted the most notice is that which,
is now beiug established in the old town
of Sydney, in the island of Cape Bretom.
There a company of capitalists, lanrgely
Canadiang, but led by a very able gentle-

man from the United States, is engaged
In establishing what I believe will be

one of the largest irom and steel plamts
in the world.

Advantages of Sydney.

The elements which go to the success-
ful production of iron and steel are heliev-
ed to exist in the vicinity of Sydney in
an ideal condition. You need coal, iron
and limestone, and all these may be found
in abundance in Cape Breton. In dddition
to that they have the great advantage there
of having their coal at tide water, and they
can have what is practically a ferry com-
municating with magnificent iron deposits
of Newfoundland.

The company has acquired ome of the
most valuable fron deposits in the world
in Newfoundland, and contemplates using
the ores of that colony as well as the ores
of the island of Cape Breton. There are

at this moment, I am advised, 2,000 men
at work, even at this inclement season,
getting the works in shape, and within

two months, as soon as spring

the next

{ opens and the opportunity comes of work-

ing on a larger scale, I am informed that
the number of men employved will be dou-
bled. The company has ample capital, and
is likely to engage in operations on a very
lange scale,

The old town of Sydney, while always a
beautiful place and full of historie inter-
est, was not very progressive: but it is to-
day experiencing a boom such as is often
heard of in the western country, but sel-
dom happens in our quiet towns down by
the sea,

Sydney is likely to become the Pitts-
burg of Canada. There is to-day I be-
lieve as great a demand for town lots
in Sydney as there is in some of the older
towns with ten times its population, Every
fndication points to a great and suoccess
ful enterprise, one which is likely to be
productive of great advantage to Canada
and no doubt also to the enterprising ecapi-
talists who have put their money into
L )

Ha

| ABOLITION OF BOUNTIES.

There is a feature that I may be par-
doned for making a passing allusion to,
hough possibly it may be a little bit of
vanity on my part. 1 feel a certain In-
terest in the matter, not because 1 hap-

DEPOSITS BY THE PEOPLE.

Deposits by the people in the Chartered Banks of Canada and i
Postoffice and Government Savings Banks : o 1n o

Postoffice and Government

Date. Chartered Banks. Savings Banks. Total.

30th June 1894....$174,930,936 $43,036,012 217,966,948
:‘ “ 1895.... 180,664,121 44,450,498 $2535’,114:,619
“ 3 1896.... 183,769,002 46,799,318 230,569,310
¢ 2 1897.... 201,141,688 48,934,975 250,076,663
' . 1898. ... 227,063,343 50,111,118 277,174,461
1899.... 258,402,340 50,241,715 308,644,058

31st January, 1900.... 269,841,396 51,562,908 321,404,304

I have here a brief statement which will
occupy only a few minutes’ summarizing.
The railway traffic for the past two years
is as follows:—

RAILWAYS IN CANADA.

Miles in
operation.
16,718
.............................. 17,250

RAILWAY TRAFFIC.

No. of passen-
gers carried.
18,444,049
19,138,365
No. of tons
freight ecarried.

L SRR

1899 ceeecessocsscscnsssscccssse

P

T PRI PO SRR A R
BRI e rd e b B penae Sne IR
Gross

Earnings.

FEET VIO VDM AR S SR SR, 0 %
U SR IO ORS TR L
Working

Expenses.

1808 pUEoY PRI SRR e,
1890 ..co0cee P PR SN P R 40,423,281
Net Earwings.

T SRR S SR SR B e L T F

20,508

T R R R 21,

pen to be the medium through which the
Government before Parliament made fits
legislation on that subject, not because last
year 1 introduced om behalf of the Gov:
ernment our legislation with reference to
bounties by which we continued the sys-

tem that had been in existence dofing
the four years previous, another period
vf years, but for another reasom.

I should not have great hope of the
mining industry in Sydney if I thought

it would have to rely for its success upon
the continuance of the bounty system, and
I am glad to recognize that these gentle
men who have put their capital into it
look to the day when that industry will
flourish without the ald of Government
hounties, because they have put their
money into this enterprise on the faith of
the act passed by this Parllament By which
the bounty is to be diminished from year to
vear wntil before many years it will cease
altogecher. ([Mear, hear.)

Another Great Undertaking.

But it is not the legislation of last year
that I had in mind, but the fact that ytllll

great enterprise in Cape Breton is the di-

MBS S R S T

had the of
submitting to the Legislature of Pro-
vince of Nova ia for its encourage-
ment when I oeccupied the tion of

posi

Prime Minister there. When I remem-
ber the struggle 1 had to make for my
political existence to t that measure
through, and the st e I made in this
Parliament when some honorable gentlemen
came up to Ottawa and carried their op-
position to the door of the Governor-Gen-
eral’'s office, I can look back with pride
and satisfaction to the movement of that
day, and feel that time has vindicated that
policy of the Nova Scotian Government,
and that the enterprise then started has
been fruitful of advantage to the pro-
vince and the direct cause of the creation
of this new enterprise which bids falr
to make the town of Syduney the Pitts
burg of Canada. (Cheers.)

SHOW RELATIVE TRADE.

1 presented last year, simply as an in-
teresting item of comparison, because it
is mot properly a matter pertaining to
the budget, some figures showing the rela-
tive trade of the United States and Cah-
ada, and I think they were found quite
interesting and by many surprising, tis
well that we should recognize that the
Umited States is n more self-contained egun-
try than Canada. They have a greater
variety of soil and climate than we, and
are able to obtain in the way of do-
mestic trade many products which we have
to obtain from foreign countries.

In that respect perhaps our American
neighbors have the advantage of us, but we
enjoy this compensation that in this more
northern clime we have a bracing atmos-
phere which probably more than any where
else in the world is conducive to the bring-
ing up of a race of strong men and womaen,
The domestic exports of the U. 8. in 1808
were $16.05 per head and those of Canada
in thesame year amounted to $27.54 per head
The total foreign trade of the U.S. in 1898

was $24.60 per head, and that of Canada &

which we
when we did learn something, we had the
courage to come down and
make the change.

$56.20 per head. (Cheers.)

I have also the figures for 1899. The do-
mestic exports of the U.S., in that year
were $15.84 per head and of Canada $25,-
85 per head. The total foreign trade of
the U. S .in 1889 amounted to $25.31 per
head; that of Canada to $38.90 per head.
(Remewed cheers.)

L%

TARIFF REFORM.

Let me say something on the questlon
of the extent to which this Government
has carried out the policy of tariff re-
form. My hon. friend the leader of the
Opposition has once or twice spoken of the
extent of our tariff reform at 71-100
of 1 per cent. while his hon. friend who
sits mear him and who is perhaps mowe
acenstomed to deal with figures, has placed
it in a resolution on the journals of the
House at 1.71 per cent., which is a great
deal more than the statement of the hon.
leader of the Opposition.

However, neither statement is exactly
correct. 1 have here a statement prepared
in the Customs’ Department showing the
imports for consumption during the fiscal
year of 1898-99 to be $154,051,593 om which
t7l_1e duty collected amounted to $25,734,228..
Je
This, however, includes the sum of $38,-
384.68, which was cotlected in the Yukon in
1897-8, but was not credited to the Receiver-
General until 1898-9.

The value of the importations upon which
this sum was paid by way of duty 1s not
included in the total value of imports for
consumption for 1898-0, mor was it included
in the previous year. It should, therefore,
be deducted in striking the average ad
valorem rate of duty on last year's im-
ports.

The sum of $54.100.84 was refunded under
the preferential tariff on importations of
last year, and it should, therefore, be de-
dueted in striking the average ad vatorem
rate. The goods covered by such amount
refunded were originally entered under the
general tariff owing to absence of neces-
gary centificates of origin. On production
of ‘such certificates refund was allowed.
Therefore, the net revenue on importations
of the fiscal year 1898-0 was $25,641,734.

Importations for consumption for the fis-
cal year 1808-9, less coin and bullion, were
£140,346,459, and net duty paid thereon $25,-
641,734.22. The average ad valorem rate
(1)-5 importations, less coin and bulllon, was

‘

The importations for consumption for fis-
cal year 1895-8, less coln and bullion, were
$105,361,161, and the duty paid_ thereon
was $20,219,037. The average ad valorem
rate of impontations, less coin and bullion,
was 19.19.,

Thus we find that while the rate in 1896
was 19.19, the rate in 1899 was 17.17, or a
difference of 2.02. This is equivalent to 10
1-2 per cent. of the duties. (Cheers.) If
the rate of 1806-—19.19—be applied to the
importations for copsumption for 1808-9,
less coin and bullion, it will be found that
£3.017.851 more duty would have been col-
lected.

Now, 2.02 may strike some persons as a
very small reduction, but it is a very sub-
stantial reduction if vou look at it in the
right way. It is equivalent to a reduction
of 10 per cent. of the total duties. and
if you convert it into dollars you will see
that if the old tariff had been in opera-
tion and imposed upon the importations
which have been referred to the duty
which the peopfe have been obliged to pay
would have been $3,017,000 more than they
actually paid.

Not a F¥air Measure.

I wish to point out, however, that the
average ad valorem is not a fair measure
of the tariff reform. You could have a
much larger measure of tariff reform with-
out reducing the ad valorem duty a single
point. If you should fncrease your duties
on luxuries and diminish them on things
which may be regarded as the mecessaries
of life you could, by such a process, have
a very great tariff reform and yet your
average duty might be just the same as
before, or higher, consequently the system
of averages is somewhat misleading.

Proof of Tariff Reform.

When hon. gentlemen desire to know
what the tariff reform has been they must
take up the individual items of the tariff.
Last year, under our tariff, we added nrm-
terially to the free list. There were, be-
sides, 148 items on which the duties haa
been reduced in the gemeral tariff, and on
every one of these items which was import-
ed from Great Britain that duty was fur-
ther reduced to the extent of the preferen-
tiai tariff, (Hear, hear.)

1 think that will be an indication that
there has been a very considerable measure
of tariff reform.

Then there is another point to be remem-
bered. Even taking your average you have
saved mot only 2.02 per cent. on your im-
ports but you have saved also 2.02 on your
purchase of goods from the home manu-
facturers.

We all know that to every rule there are
exceptional cases. Of course the price of
the home product is governed by the duty

| on the foreign article, so when our tarlr
was

readjusted and this reduction was
made the reduotion mot only affected all
the articles imported, but it obliged the
home manufacturer to reduce his price go
correspond with the price of the imported
article under the reduced «duty. And he
was ahle to do that by the increased vol-
ume of business he was doing. Therefore,
the people received the advantage @ thac

business than ever before,
seen, I think, that there s a very large
reduction in the tariff,

Opposition Views.

Hom. gentlemen opposite delight to say
mow that there has been no reduction at
all. They say that our tariff Is only the
old National Policy. I am obliged to refer
to this again because the view 1s too often
expressed by hon. gentlemen opposite. My
bon. friend from East Huron (Mr. McDon-
ald) read a quotation the otner evening
to show what was thought of this policy
when we brought it down. It was never
spoken of by those hon. gentlemen as the
National Policy then. May I be permitted
to read again the words of the leader of
the Opposition on the tariff of 1897 7 :

¢ The result is that this tariff goes Into
that the industries of this country are al-

wembers gloat over the destruction of Can-
adian industries.

A Sorrowful Wail.

“1 was reading the wail, the sorrowful
wail of those industries in the Montreal
Gazette, where one manufacturer after an-
other declared that those industries were
ruined, that their mills must close and that
they saw staring them in the face a retuv™n
to the deplorable state of things that ex-
isted when the hon ntleman who last

fiscal policy of this country.

“1 say that a deeper wrong was never
inflicted upon Canada, I feel that so far
from rejoleing at it from a party stand-
point I deplore from the bottom of my
heart the ruin that is golug to bhe inflictea
upon the bestudnterests of Canada and up-
on its great industries., Still, I unhesitat-
ingly say that from a p point of view
the hon.
they are

abuse
fice of the industries of C

friend if he thinks it is
to the House, because he
I am sure, to imy
statement of that s
nmnderstands the question ;
think it is fair to the

ferent condition of
exists to-day ‘and to present that

a change in another,,
there a little, we made it a good tariff, but
has the hon. gentleman said that it was a
good tariff ?
organs throughout the country,
ticulanly the
clared that we
Policy,
ingly all up and down the line.
would have us understand that
changes made the tariff all right, so that
this criticism which

hon. friend fromn Kast Huron,
leader of the Upposition rose, but
far different story to tell us tnen.
said that that criticism applied to the tar-
iff of 1897 but that that whole tariff was
changed in 1898,

the tariff of 1808 Y voted
ments made in the motion
ber for Halifax, that I
untrue.
this question @
the Cobden medal tariff? And is the tarift

of 1808 a Cobden

would have been
to have had the
as a great disciple of the Natlonal Policy,
but my memory carries me back to a time
when men who were more
tional
this House a resolution to sustain certain
features of
and when the hon. gentlemamn found he
was in a difficulty over it he voted against
the National Policy rather than resign his

office.

the tariff of

Cobden
good tariffs for the Dominion of Cahada

and that under them Canada has prospered
as never before in her history.

e may not want to take it.
of all I have shown him ; if, in the face of
the goods transferred to the free list ; If, 1
the face of duties reduced from over 50
per cent. down to 25 and 26 per cemt.; If,
in the face of 148 items in the general tar-
iff reduced ; if, in the face of the 25 per
eent. reduction under the preferential tar-

how to manage it."”

Canada

reduction and the manufacturer did more |
So it will be |

operation and the hon. gentleman knows

ready paralyzed in consequence while hon.

. Be
addressed the House was in charge of the

tlemen are our work,
&xh”&“ml

for they
that power at a
Sir Charles Tupper—Ma

:ﬂ't‘hi erything that i bly pos
oing ev g that is reasonably o
sible to'mt end. " the

g-' .' .‘-"

" ™ " m 1 f E
Gournnentﬂiln certainly desirous

Several of West In-

by

m of the fr ?
inister of Finance—My hon, friend may
ask a question, but this is mot the time

fo;hl& ¢ol make a speech. e
arles Tupper—The hon. emq:t
knows that he mgemml&y changed th

tariff,
Minister of Finance—
bave an ample opportunity
his tv%m m h 1
pect to m a now. was
coming ‘bonxe point to which he ref’en:
He has had many a

that 1t

of affairs, When his attention was drawn
first to this matter last year he
that sp
ance Minister first brought
that the
changes a little later.
he Is suggesting now.
not arply to the tariff
iff m

that at the time the hon.
the changes made In
right.
:xnd bringing affairs into hopeless confu-

on,

My hon, friend will

and I a e not ex-

bad quarter of an hour

to explain that speech. He says
applied to an entirely different state

said that
ecch applied to the tariff as the Fin-
it down, but

Ministeg had made
That is the view
If his eriticism ald
so amended, the tar-
But we do not find
gentleman sald
the tariff were all
He said we were blundering along

Finance

ght be all right,

To Imvrove the Tariff.
Now, when we brought down that tariff

we did mot imagine that wisdom would
die with us.
thonsands of men in Canada able to give

We knew that there were

from

ood opinions upon the tariff, opinions e
n

might learn something.
say so and to

And so, with a change in one Mem and
here a {dittle and

No, he and his newspaper
and par-
Toronto Mail and Empire, de-
had ruined the Natlonsl
that we had cut the duties unepar-
Now, he
these

I have reaa would not

apply. But that was not his position three
(tIArl'ys ago in this house ; what did he say
en.

Had a Diffexant Story.

When this quetation was read by my
the hon.
had a
He

So it was the tariff of 1898 to which he

sald his cniticism must not be held to ap-
ply.
made those changes which were necessary
and proper
it and he
country condemned that tariff as being as

bad as before.

I tell the hon. gentleman that we

from the first draft or vhe tar-
and his organs throughout the

And the other night he sald that besause

we made the changes in 1898 we Sshould
not hold him responsible for this eritieism,
which applied to
what followed ?

three days
principie of
tened to put himself and his party im op-
position to that

was not here at
taken his vote is recorded
80,
bronght down in
final draft
1808 ; and from bheginning to
was condemn
declared that it was going to prove dlsas-
troLs to the interests of the country.

the tawvt of 1807. But
He had the opportunity
c;go to vote for the essentiat

e tariff of 1898 and he has-
principle, and he
the time the vote was
against it. And
we have the tarift as
the first draft, then the
of 1807, and then the tariff of
end the whole
gentleman who

Mr. Speaker,

ed by the hon.

Sir Charles Tupper «o. ’
The Minister of Finance—No ? Then If

the tamiff of 1808 was a good tariff why
did the homn.
preference fealure of it?
for him to come and pretend—

gentlemun vote agalnst e
It is too lafe

Sir Charles Tupper-~: aid not vote agamst
ainst the state-
the hon. mem-
considered were
But I will ask the hon. gentleman
Was not the tariff of 1897

medal tariff.

The Minister of Finance—My "hon. friend
lJad not many years ago
obden medal. He poses

loya! to the Na-

Policy than he was brought Into

the original Natlonal Policy,

1 do not know that the tariff of 1897 or
1898 has any pelation to the
medal, but I know that they were

(Cheers.)
Should Cease Explaining.
Now, I think my hon. friend had better

cease trying to explain away this criticism
of the tariff. He had better
enough to say, for I know he feels it, tnat
he made a mistake.
takes, you know, t
1 was wrong in 1807 and 1898 ; 1 did not
understand the matter, and I am frank
enough to say that you have brought down
a good tariff, under which Canada has
prospered, and I congratulate you upon it.”

be frank

We all do make mis-

He ought to say, ‘‘ Oh,

That is the course he should take, though
If, in the face

iff ; if, in the face of all light and all rea-
soning, he insists upon saying that this 1s

the old National Policy, then I can only
borrow a remark of the Minister of Cus-
toms and say that if this is the National
Policy then the people of Canada will say,
“ Befter leave it in the hands of men liRe
the present Government, who can get some
good out of it than to put it into the hands
of men who, though they claim to have in-

vented the machine, evidently mever knew
(Applause and laugh-

ter.) Lo
*

WEST INDYAN TRADE.

1 desire to make some reference now to a

question which has frequently engaged the
attention of the House.

1 refer to the West
Indian trade.

Many years ago the eastern provinces of
had a very large and prosperous
trade with the West Indies,” Unfortunate-
ly in later years that trade did mot flour-
ish. From time to time various efforts

have been made by several Governments Lo

Improve these trade relations. Delegate

after delegate has gone to the West Indies,

but somehow or other, although every ef-
fort was made, I have no doubt, that was
possible, very little good was accomplish-
ed. Two years ago, in 1808, in the hope
that we might be able to improve matters
somewhat, with the twofold purpose of
trying to improve our trade and at the
same time, perhaps, lending in a small de-
gree a friendly hand to the efforts which
were being made by Her Majesty’'s Govern-
ment to improve the condition of the West
Indies, I submitted to the House a proposal
to extend to the West Indies the benefits of
the preferential tariff.

I am frank to say now the increase of
trade under that preferential tariff with
the West Indies has not been so great as
we had hoped for. I realize, however, that
the‘dmi(-ulties are great.

While we gave a preference on natlonal
grounds to the produets of the West Indles
our neighbors to the South gave a prefer-
ence to the cane sugar of the West Indies
in another form. Though they have no
special legislation which says that cane
sugar from the West Indies should be ad-
mitted on favorable terms, they have a sys-
tem of countervailing duties whereby the
beet sugar of the continent is subject to
extra duties, and the effect of that is cane
sugar becomes very attractive in the Unit-
ed States market. ;

The difference in value between eane and
beet sugar, owing to the difference in duty,
is very considerable, and naturally the
West India planter finds that market so
attractive that he sends his cane sugar to
Boston or New York, and when he is there
selling his sugar it naturally follows that
he has a strong disposition to buy his need-
ed articles which he carries back with him.
We recognize the difficulties of the case.

Figures on the Trade.

I have here the figures of the trade, im-
ports and exports, with the West Indies
for a few years past. In 1894 our imports
from the West Indies amounted, to $1,-
769,000 and our exports to $2,400,000; in

5 ’ Be v&
785,000; in 1899 we imported to

with the United States whereby, in addi-
tion to the advan
glven to cane
countervai
may
this moment there are as respects three of
the Islands conventions pending before the
United States Senate and before the
nial legisla

ting "]

ever,
some

is one of the most p
the West Indies.
ﬁbmrt“ 300,000, one-third of
:n ‘third are whites and the remainder are

dies, there
to be more desirous of cultivating trade re-
latlons. In addition to the market of Tri
idad, the island stands in a particularly
favorable situation
the neighboring republic of Venezuela,
which
Trinidad by little more
only a few miles from
ports of the Venezuelan Republie.

the Hon. G. T. Fenwi¢k, member of

agreement.
to make such commercial arrangements as

Government in regard to 'the proposa
this being the earliest moment at which we
had an opportunity of
House, we desire now to make its contents
known.
that there should be, with a few exceptions,
free trade beuween Trinidad and Canada,
but it will be upon conditions that
Trinidad friends are willing to accept
shall be a preference
and foreign countries in
and that, in Trinidad, there shall be a pre-
ference in favor of Canada on the products

Thrinidad.

liat.

from fammers and thelr represe

industry

Islands have entered into agreements

ge which is already
under the system of

a further advantage

ie
At

be granted to United States.

colo-
tures with a view to establish

trﬂle relations on that basis,
shou
the

reclu from gettin ecial arrange-
&m% them, Wit tay de the result

the seven colonies in the West Indies

1 ish these arrangements with
gnm'%tntes we would certainly be

these conventions one cannot

moment say.

The Island of Trinidad.

There ds one island in particular, how-
with which we have recently
negotlations. The Island of Trinida
.l:la.nd-s of
ulation of
m are coo-
le from the East Indles; less than

It has a

all the islands of the West Im-
is mot one with which we ought

mong
n-
for doing business with
we may say, with

than a ferry. It is
Port of Spain to

is connected,

Negotiations Opened.

Tor all these reasons we have been very

anxious to denl with the colony of Trini-
dad if we could pe met on fair terms.
hon. friend the Minister of Trade and Com-
merce, feeling
terprise, sent out
lee), one of the oldest
of our public officials,
the conditions of the
After going over these Islands, understand-
ing the conditions of their negotiations
with the United States, he came
conclusion that the island with which we
onght to attempt to megotiate was the rs-
land of Trinidad.

My

the importance of this en-
his deputy (Mr. Parma-
and most exponlelrced

to make enquiry into
West Indian trade.

to the

About the same time the Colonial Govern-
ment of Trinidad was moved to approach
Canada. Although the preferential tariff

with the West Indfes has not accomplished
very much, it had tids good effeot, that it
made the people of Canada deal
ly and brotherly way with them,
have been frequemt manifestations of

fn a friend-
and there
Island of Trinidad

will on the part of the

towards Canada since the adoption of that
preferential tariff.

Sent a Delegation.
The Colonial Government sent to Ottawa

a short time ago two gentlemen represent-
ig the island, the Hon. R. H.

McArthur, of
Trinidad, and
the
These gentlemen were

the customs department of

executive council.

not commissioned to make any formal ar-

rangement with Canada nor to make any
formal offer, but they did assure us that

there was a strong desire on the part of

the Government and people of Trinldad to
establish closer trade relations with the
Dominion of Cahada. They did not submit
any formal offer, as I say, but they led us
to bhelleve that a proposal approxfmating
to free trade between Canada and Trini-
dad would be the means of leading the peo-

ple of that island to turn their eves to-

wards Canada rather than to follow the
example of thelr sister colonies. making

epecial treaties with the United States.

The Proposal Submitted.

Having fully considered the madter; hav-
ing regarded the tion of the other is-
lands in their relations with the United
States and the great importance of our ob-
talning relaticns with Trinidad if it could
be done, we came to the conclusion to
make a proposal to the Colonlal Govern-
ment. That proposal 1 now wish to sub-
mit to the House, and it will be this aay
made public in the lsland of Trinidad and
come before the Colonial Legislative Coun-
@il at a session which I believe is to be
held on Monday next. On the 27th of Feb-
riary a proposal was made to the Colonial
Government in the following terms: In
view of your recent representations, if de-
tails can be satisfactorily arranged, the
Dominion Government agree, subject to the
approval of the Dominlon Parliament. to a
free interchange of the products of Trini-
dad and the Dominion of Canada, except
spirituous liquors and tobacco, goods to be
carried direct per ships between the Brit-
ish West Indies and the Dominion of Can-
ada. Detailed lists of special articles com-
prising the principal products of both
Trinidad and the Dominion of Canada to
be made on which the dutles agalnst other
countries remain the same as the present
rates in Trinidad and the Dominion of Can-
ada, or not to he made under minimusm
rates to be fixed in accordance with the
Both Governments to be free

may be destrable with any part of the
British Dominions. Agreement to be for
five years and afterwards to continue till
terminated after one year's notice has been

given by either of parties.
We have not yet been placed in the posl-
tion to know the views of the (.‘o{oxﬁaé
1, bw

submitting it to the
The substance of the proposal is

our
and
to accept, that there
as between Canada
favor of Trinidad

which they desire

which Canada mav send to the island of
(Applause.)

The scheme is one, which, T think, will
command itself co the House. I do not, at
this moment, know what will be its fate.
We know ithalt our brethren to the south of

us are very active in cultivating trade re-

jatlons with the dsland there. We know
that they have already secured treaties

with some of the islands, and we know that
(tih:‘y have already made proposals to Trini-
ad.

1 take dt that our Trinidad friends,
while wel!l disposed towards us, will look

upon this to some extent as a business pro-

posal.
nf our schame with the advantages which

They will compare the advantages

may he offered by the United States, In
dne time we sghall receive further informa-
thon on the subjeat, and at the present T
do not think 4t is desirable to say more In

regard to the proposition.

Mr. Foster—Wanld the hon., gentleman
knone  the products that Trintdad would
probably export to this country?

The Hon. Minister of Finance—The chief
prednets of Trinidad are sugar, cocoa and

usphalt,

M. Foster—And eoffee.

Minister of IPipance—They malze cocoa,
but I «do mat think trhere would he a very
great export of ecoffee. Their great pro-
dvet 4s sugar. I have a full statement and
I wounld De very glad to give all the facts
later on. The fact is that there ds so much
material, and the tendency of the budget
speech is to grow to such an extent that T
purposely laft the figures out. but T shall

he glad to submit figures of the trade and

commerce of Trinidad.

Mr. Sproule—Omne stop towards the Cob-
dem medail,

VMintster of Finance—My hon, friend will
rever see a Cobden medal. The only hope

that I offer him Ys that when the time

comes that he shall pass in his checks, the
veorld may remember him as # remembers
the name af Richard Cobden. (Hear, hear.)

Beet-Root Sugar Machinery,

The only change in the general tariff

which I propose to ask the
attention of the House to re-
scnt to you ids in the direction of gree

trade, and it adds another item to the free
We propose to submit to the House
a resolution providing that wmachinery, not

of a class made in Canada, but Imported

for the manufacture of beet oot
shall be admitted free of duty.

Mr. rounle—Hear, hear,

The Minister of Finance-~This {s the sort
of free trade that the hon. member for
Bast Grey does mot object to. We have
had before us several large deputations
ntatives in
the Province of Ontarlo, interested in the
beet root industry. It may be remembered
by many hom. members who are familliar
with the facts, more familiar than I am,
that a few years ago the bheet root sugar

was estahblished in the Eastern
Townships and that the late Government
thonght fit to give that consider-
ahle material encouragement. a few
yvears the business was carried on, but it
firally gmad a fallure and was abandoned.
There an opinfon among many of the
most nt and ‘intelligent farmers of
Canada t the beet root sugar industry
is ot one adapted to our soil and climate.
On the other hand. @t 38 but falr to sa
that many other fammens, equally intelli-
that in some of the more fav-

' a ; to

sugar,

take the view that '
gary it would be p

ment of was particuls
terested. That deputation a
on

3

mment to aild the ent
an exemption of the d

ch s .
T understand that for the est:
of a plant of sufficient capacity to
usiness on a lange sca
quire the inwestment of
of which would have to be
ery to be imported from fo
There is a certain class of mac
ers and engine, which may be
Canada, but the aber porti
have to be imported from the
France or Germany, and it is
machinery which will be so imported
foreign countries that we propose to
that exemption. If the proportion 1s
large as it has been ri to be, t
exemption of such machinery from duty w
be a very important concession to them.
However that may be, we have felt it in-
expedient, at this time, to deal with
estion of bounq. but we willingly
the concession which is asked in rela
the duty on machinery.

NO OTHER TARIFF CHANGES.

I have said that this is the only item we
propose to deal with in detail. 1 do mot
propose to contend, for a moment, that the

other items of the tariff are perfect. ere
are, no doubt, some blemishes in it. We
think we have a pretty good tariff, (Ap-

plause.) No doubt there will be difference
opinion on this question, and there alw.
will be in this country or in the
States, or in any other country ex
Emgland, which has a tariff that is be
attack. There will always be room for de-
bate on the tariff question. While I do
mot claim that the tariff is perfect Im
all its items, I say there are stvong nea-
sons against disturbing it in its de ails.
(Hear, hear.) There are some dutley’ that
are higher than I would like | sea
them, and there are some duties which,
probably, are lower than they should be,
and an increase of a few of these duties
might make the tariff symmetrical and equite
able.

But there is a view that 1 would like to
present to those who advocate
tariff changes of that kind;
{ari® wa Clike to remind them that
there are very few items in the tariff which
stand alome. As I said in 18907, in intro-
ducing the tariff changes, the tariff had
been and must continue to be, to a certain
extent. a matter of compromise. There
are different sections in our vast territo-
ries which have different interests which
often come in conflict. It must be the
part of wisdom and of statesmanship to try
and reconcile these differedft views by a
poliey of moderation and reasonable com-
promise.

It was upon that principle that the ta
was formed, it is on that principle fthat
defend it to-duy, it is on that pr aciple
that any honorable gentleman who may
have to deal with the tariff questton in
our lifetime will have to defend this tariff,
whatever it may be. I have said that there
are few items standing alone; almost every
item bears a rTelation to another item, a
if you propose to alter one item you will,
of ‘necessity, be obliged to change some
other item. 1 desire to emphasize the
fact that those hon gentlemen who may be
advocating changes in particular items
that, in opening up any one item, you may
have to disturhb another item. There are
items which concern one section of the
Dominien, and there are items which con-
cern another section, and if you attempt
to deal with the details of the tariff you
may find that your changes are wider and
more far-reaching than you had expected.

Relations With the States.

It may be that there are some items
which are high, higher tham I would like
to see them, on goods imported from the
United States, but we have a good answer
to make to those who ask for changes, i,
in the United States, there had been mani-
fested any great desire to have better
trade relations with us, I am sure there
would be a very strong demand from many
people in Canada for reductions in the
tariff on American products.
American neighbors feel it to be their duty
and they feel it to be consistent with their
best interests not to encourage closer trade
relations with Canada. And while they
take that ition we do not think the
moment is favorable for making reductions
upon articles which are produced in the
United States.

The Joint High Commission, though it
has not accomplished much, has not yet
come to the end of its term. It is theoret-
ically, at all events, still an open question,
and though there may be no jimmediate
prospects of its reassembling, it has not
yet been dismissed by the only authorities
who can terminate its existence. If we
shall have an opportunity of opening up
trade relations with the United States, I
am sure this Government will not fail to
take advantage of it. If that opportunity
does not come, then I do not think there
will be as much desire as there would
otherwise be for a reduction of duties on
American products. In any case, «ir, whe-
ther we have closer relations with the
United States or not, whether we have ne-
gotiations with them or not, I am sure
that what has already happened between
this Government and the Government o0
the United States in relation to that ques-
tion affords abundant guarantees to the
people of Canada that Canadian interesis
will be safeguarded at every point. (Hear,

hear.) e
*

PREFERENTIAL TRADE.

May T now say something in reference to
the question of preferential trade, which
was discussed a few days ago, but which
is a matter too important to be overlooked
in a budget speech? I am glad that the is-
sue between the two parties on that ques-
tion has now been defined, but I regret, and
1 say it with all sincerity, that honorable
gentlemen opposite have not been able to
take our view of the method of dealing
with the Mother Country. It would have
been a very gratifying fact if upon that
question, as upon the other question of
sending our brave sons to Africa, the two
parties in Canada could have stood side by
side and worked hand in hand. (Hear,
hear.)

However, honorable gentlemen opposite
have their own view of preferential trade,
and though we may not agree with it, we
must at least have a clear understanding
of what it is and why it is that we are
unable to agree with them. These gentle-
men opposite have made one thing very
clear, and that is that they have fallen
back to the old ground which they occupied
vears ago, that ground which declared that
no concession of any kind should be made
to our Mother Country unless the Mothet
Country would give us dollar for dollar and
cent for cent. Whatever difference there
may be between us, there is no diff ee
on that point that that is the poliey o e
l ?(;usarvuuve party as led by my honorable

riend.

No New Desire.

Well, Canada has had experience of that
policy. For years that policy was pronul-
zated on the floor of this House and
throughout the country, The desire for
preferential trade was mot born yesterda{.
nor even in 1897. There was something in
the thought which appealed to the heart of
every Britisher, and honorab}e gentlemen
opposite, realizing that fac repeatedly
brought the question up for discnm .

Why did they mever make any progress?
Why did their every step meet with fall-
ure? It was simply and solely because
they asked that which was impossibléy

They found the Belgian and German

treaties an insuperable diffienlty. The Bel-
gian and German treaties were peculiar in
their character. ‘They were different from

what were called the Favored Nation Trea-
ties. The FKFavored Nations Treaty dealt
only with the relation of Great Br‘{tain to
foreign countries, but the Belgian and
German treaties related to the family at-
fairs of the British Kmpire. They provid-
ed that no other or higher duty should be
levied' on the products of Belgium or of
Germany in the colonies than were levi
on the products of Great Britain, and at
every step the Conservative Government
took In the direction of preferential trade
these treaties rose up as an insurmount-
able obstacle.

Obstacles Never Removed.

Day after aay and year after year
gpeeches were made and conferences were
held and resolutions were passed uﬂu.
that these -obstacles be removed, but they
were never removed ,and why? It was
because honorable gentlemen opposite and
all who agreed with them on that subject
Insisted upon asking things that were at
the time and even now are impossible.

England was asked to give up the most
cherished principles of her modern fiscal
system. ngland, which, after a great
struggle under Bright and Cobden, had
made the people’s food free, was asked to
turn back the hands of the clock and tax
the food of the people. England was asked

again and again to a t this condi
and just so long as that demand was
the great journals and the great




