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PIRIT OF 'HE ENGLISH JOURNALS.

o
M
' LONDON parERS UP TO THE EVENING OF THE

T 156th aucusT.
gh“":‘:s--—wn bave uniformly held 1t as eur opinion,
'?nsi.nm the constructien, and above all, from the ex-
bereg of ﬂle~ fxgnchise to various modes of preperty not
p,ope”‘“'e enjoying it, the-fair and general mﬂ:lence' of
E“"‘hedy\o{ independent preperty, as contradistin—
A
“"Ider\ a condensed and overgrown monopoly on the
" x Would receive a prodigious 1ncrease. Kven the
bolg th Exercising the right ef electers for towns, will
il e qualificatiyns under the Lords of the soil, and
tiplgg. 99%%e representatives on any but democratic prins
~ph., ut what was the professed object of the bill?
eyt the grand- necessity for any reform whatsoever,
U, © O¥€S’ of his Majesty?s Miristers themselves? —
tegg ) lndeed, it was (what, ef course, we cannot con.
iy " to bave been) their game to have thrown dust
nahoneleygs’ of the people of England Why, the
p‘»‘rly: gﬂ_vance was, _amstocrahc power,—more pros
Mpaly P.ea’klng,.ohgarchxc power,—and to talk of ¢ mere
,es“:lty_ having tos much weight in the county re-
lhp ¢ ation in the present system, 1s a direet insult to
% Mmon sense of the country, though Lord Al-
a l.l[:swlould be the last man deliberately to offer such
it exxu t. 1f, indeed, there were, first, any such thing
Xistence a5 a legitimute ebligarchy, whieh there is
4y, 04 next, what all the world knows was not the

fl'om

1y :};elfetlgere bad been any thing like a. fair equilibriom
Wbl | ¢ Parhament between the ol:ggrchic and the
Nty 't’ erest, as a pont to start from in the re-ad-
‘ Q‘“Useuf of powers, we might be able to imagme some
Mgy, for Lord Althorpe’s idea of the usefulness of
| Mgy Aoz the aristecracy. As it is, they are too

; Col[%gt; 331t 13, a great deal too much wealth has been
| oy id 1n the hands of 100 er 200 families, and, by
[ 2 efl le consequence, toe much power alss.  This 1s

gl ot perhaps te be aveided, while the laws of
| Lo "ance remain as they now exist in England.
' Wy 10Td Althorp, theiefore, and bis colleagues, be-
t., by unnatural and even audasjous attempts to
‘ h new means of oppression the already tre-
| ity s arm of the oligarchy, they preveke the nation

Teformo consider how mueh might be gained by a radical
the ; of that branch of our legislation which has fostered
f!nea?,‘“:dlnate monapoly of riches, and whether a less

thy , 210g law for the descent of property might not rid

Wej, Mdependent interests’ of a burden which has

W 4 heavily upon them: Mr Hughes Hughes,
| he ¢d ministers of the possibibty tha$ the ballot might
Alled for as a counterpoise to the rotten eounty
iy We, tos, advise them, and most earnestly,
§ ech“"e- There is not an argument in Lord Althorp’s
g, of which the protetype may net be found in those
| h%‘"lburn, Wetherell, and Sugden, on behalf of rotten
bi) 8hs. " Another absurdity in the construction of the
a,m“‘"as adopted on Saturday. It will be seen that
Py i‘ﬂ° the counties are to return three members'to
Wy, ment; and that such counties are inferior in size
ilottpop“latwn to thoss to which four members have been
iy, d.  But the treble membered county is not to be
fong ; 2 38 the quadruple membered will be. It there-
Wil ;]°WS, that the electors inhabitiog small counties,
Wil ave the cheice of {hree representatives each
Ty 5, ose of Yorkshire, Lancashire, Devonshire, &c.

Yag ¢ ntent themselves with two. ‘There never, surely
gy, Duch elumsy blundering fuss, undertaken for an
uce 5o mjschievous and s0 foelish, A corres~

from a turbulent democracy en the one hand, |

p ndent who 1s unforturately or says he {s.'a ‘Senator,’
asks us how we are to guard against the possibility of
coalitions betw=ea great famihes at d:fferent extremi-
ties of the sama county. We answer we are not heund

‘To such coalitions the country is always subject, but

defiance the -more salutary coalition of independent ad-
versaries.

Mozrnine Post —The hasty persons who imagined
that the Reform Bill was to pass through the House of
Cemmons in a week, and who have been. in’‘an ungo-
vernable fury with the opposition ever since the period
they so rationally deemed sufficient for the purpese, bas
been exceeded, will learn with some surprise, perhaps,
but we hope, with all commendable patience and resig-
nation, from the declaration of Lord Altherp on Satur—
day last, that Ministers themselves have yet at this
time of day, nof much less than a dozen important
amendments to intioduce in their own bill.  These
amendments bave not been sufficiently explained to
warrant us in prenouncing upen the whole, or any one
of them, a very decided opinion. But we think we
see enough 1n their general character, to justify the
| inference that ministers are alarmed at the democratic
tendency of their original measure, and. that they would
pow rather strangle it altogether, than suffer 1t to pass
into a law with that teadency unweakened. Upon
those parts of the bill which go to perpetuate their own
dominion over the country, by imparting to the property
and local influence of Whigs, a decided preponderance
as compared with the property and local influence of
Teries, they are, as might naturally be expected, suffi-
ciently firm and iflexible. The partial selectior. of
boroughs for disfranchisement, the rank favouritism
which has guided every ministerial decision as to the
towns and counties uponr which new or additional re-
presentatives are to be conferred, are fixed and un-
changeable as the laws of the Medes and Persians
But wrespect to those portions of the measure which
will determme the relative proportions of popular and
aristocratical influence inthe future represantation of
the empire, the original deter nination of the popular
and referming mimsters, is rapidly and manifestly
melting away. ‘They are retreating from their former
position with a haste which might be ascribed to panie,
if their very judicious choice of time did not mmply fore-
thought and deliberation. Having ebtaned the sanc-
tion of the committee to those elauses of the bill which
establish the ascendancy of the Whig aristocracy over
every other, they instantly begin to unfold the means by
which they propese te render the ascendant aristoeracy
as overmatch for the democracy, whieh, up to the pre-
sent moment, 1t has been their steady policy and their
constant aim to flatter, allurc, and excite. We will
say nothing of the devision of the counties, since that
formed part of the original measure; further than that
it js decidely anstocratical n its tendency, tkat il 1s
peculiarly favourable of course to that portien of the
aristocracy te whieh the other arrangements made by
the bill, shew the greatest favour, and that mimsters
by their tenacious adherence to it, have both astonished
and offended that particular order of the community
whem the same mnistry aever before, upon any occasis
on or any question, have daved either te surprise or
displease. But what are we to think of the amend«
ments which give the right of voting in these depart—
mental distriets to leaseholders of £50 per annum for
seven years, and of £10 per annum for sixty years?
Can any thiag be more plain than that this will epable

to overcome difficulties whieh are nherent iu the nature
of things, and whieh therefore must be put up with..

the country is nat yet subject to the more certain, and
far more erying grievasce of the return of a couuty
member by the fiat of ome individual, not requiring a |
jobbing coalition with any ecounty friend, and setting at

landlerds to create vetes among their tenantry, and
that this pewer will be exercised by every landiord in
propertion to the extent of his estate? The tenantaats
will, with respect to all the rent of his farm, will al.
ways, e may be sure, be punctually at the hustmgs in
the interest of s kind frievd and landlerd in the cha—
racter of a sisty years’ leaseholder, with respect to
some single field, close, or paddock, of the required vas
Ine. This is, m eur opinien, an uoequivecal geod; but
what will our eager and sangume friends, the radicals,
think of 1t? Aund what need, bstween such good friends
as the landlord and his tenaxzt, of the expense and for-
mality ofa lease? None in the world, surely. And
what difference ean it make whether the lanalord en-
Joy his estate by the freehold or copyhold tenure?
Evidently none at all. Hence two ether emendments
on the all-perfect bill, to make an agreement equiva-
lent to a lease for election purpeses, aad to impart the
right of bestowing these convement pieces of paper upon
their tenants equally to freehold and copyhold land—
lords.  Excellent provisiens all, no doubt, whatever
may be thought of the honesty or censistency of the ad-
ministratien which has kept them so closely locked up
ustil the preservation or rreation of Whig boroughs
and Whig departments was adequately secured!
Examiner. — The Wisdom of our Ancestors lwing
w the Backwardness of Semi-civilized $lates, —Much
time, temper, and ingenuity are consumed in referenees
to history, for thc examples by which we should be
soverned m the art of government, and the moddelling
of institutions. 1t 1s a wkimsical mstance of the blind-
ness of men to things immediately adjacent, that they
prefer grouping into ant quity for questionable proofs of
our forefathers’ manner of thinking and acting, te de—
niving their instruetion from existing pations in a state
of civilization parallel to that of our ancestors at the
periods when they were worthy to be models. It for-
tunately happens that there are always countries back.
ward n civilization which will serve as living exawples
of the state of pohey quoted, as of stand: . excellence
from the doubtiul pages of history.  Often when we
hear eloquent members of parliament referring to the
sagacious expedients of their forefathers, we wonder
that they can miss of the immediate living example of
Ireland, which seems kindly continued in semi-barba~
rism, as if to body forth for our guwidance the social
state to which nstitutiens and government should be
adopted. Last week, we quoted a lecture on Poland
by Dr. Mitchell, in which 1t 15 observed—¢ The antj
query, whose mind is familiar with the state of things as
existiag in the times of our Edwards and our Harrys,
will at once conceive the state of Poland. The feudal
system still prevails in all its vigour, with this differ—
ence, that many of the nobles themselves being educated
and enlightened, are much more elevated above the feela
ngs of the peasantry, and therefore enter with less
sympathy into thsse rough sports which form the conso-
latior: and pleasure of men 1n an uncultivated state,?”
Now, bating the superionity of the Polish aristoeracy,
have we not 1n Poland a state to which, as it is ex—
isting and visible, the most convenient referrences can
be made for our guidance 1n the remodelling of our de-
cayed eonstitution, How much better is lving en—
denee than Listorical evidence! How much more dis.-
tinct is it to see in other people what cur forefathers
were like, than (o judge what they were like by read-
ing varieus musty records of different degrees of authe-
rity. Horace’s rule bears us out 1a this position; and
Horace is greatly respected by eloquent members of
Parhament to whom our suggestions are addressed
Let, therefore, honourable gentlemen, whe bave been
wasting time, words, and ingenuity, 1 referrence to
the state of things in the times of Edwards and Henrys,

'rather cast thewr eyes at the actual couditon “of




