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the Commons. 

THE GLEANER. 

HALL OF THE HOUSE OF LORDS.
 

BY AN AMERICAN GENTLE
MAN. 

Tae pile of buildings appropriated to the sittings 

"and business of the British Parliament, is direct
ly oppo- 

site Westminster Abbey, and on the bank of the 

Thames; itself ancient, irregular, unsymmetrica
l, and 

unsightly—being apparently one addition heaped upon 

another, from age to age, without much regard to taste, 

or relative fitness. Its principal halls, court, and com- 

mittee rooms, its offices, its windings and passage
s, &e. 

are altogether, in their relations to each other, a jum-| 

bled up heap, as if thrown together by chance. The! 

chamber appropriated to the sittings of the 
House of’ 

Lords, is perhaps seventy feet by fifty, a modest | 

apartment, without galleries, with lofty ceilings; the | 

windows of which being mere sky-lights, stuck in 
the 

upper margin of the walls. The walls present diffe- | 

rent views of the famous naval battle, the issue 
of which 

was the destruction of the Spanish Armada—all done 

by the needle—being so many immense pieces of em- 

broidery, extended on such a scale. What a piece of 

work ! the proud topic; in a national view, wo
rthy, if 

possible, of such expense, and to be a permanent fix- 

ture of the walls of such a chamber. It 1s to be under- 

stood that these views are attached, like paper, and 
The hail, like that of the 

ouse of Commons, is lighted by plain brass chande- 

liers, such as may be found in any old churc
h—execept 

that those attached to the walls in the House of Lords, 

are of bronze. The throne is fenced by two brass rail- 

ings, braced by somewhat elegant gilt columns, twenty 

feet high, the flutes of which are black, to increase the 

effect; and these columns supporting a suitabl
e eancpy 

hung with becoming drapery, under which are richly 

embroidered the kings arms, on a ground of crimson 

velvet—the drapery being all of the same material, 

fringed modestly with gold. The chair of the throne, 

arms, &e.. which may be seen in any patriarchal house; 

caid to exhibit a richness of gilding, when the coverin
g 

commonly resting upon it is removed. The floor of the 

House exhibits ranges of common, plain benches,
 with 

a plain back rail—all very ordinary in their st
ructure, 

for the sittinos of the Lordships. The Speakers Chair 

no larger than'a parlour chair, his desk, and those of 

the clerks, occupy the centre of the hall. Behind the 

Speaker’s Chair, and before the throne, is the wool- 

sack, unlike, and about as large as a bag of cotton— 

being, however, more rectangula in its shape—{rom 

which all authoratative decisions of the House, as a 

Court, or as a Legislative body, are pronou
nced. The 

entire furniture of the apartment, and the
 walls, to the 

elevation of a man’s head, are stuffed and covered with 

scarlet cloth, an agreeable and light variation from 

the deep and rich crimson of the drapery and 

eneral ground work of the throne. 'T'he bar of the 

ouse is a simple iron railing, separating the assem- 

blage of Peers {rom the crowd, and leaving a small 

space for spectators across the chamber, and e
xtending 

from the wall about fifteen feet, of course su
fficient only 

for the accommodation of a favoured 
few, in a standing 

posture, there being no seats. Out of this space is also 

taken, by a like railing, an enelosure for adv
ocates of 

causes pending before the Honse, when sitting as a 

Court, every part of the room being upon 
the same le- 

vel. When both houses are together on this floor, they 

can only stand, crowding the apartment in the most 

compact. condition. The chamber of the House of 

Lords therefore, is avery ordinary room. 

SKETCH 
OF A DEBATE IN THE HOUSE OF COMMONS, ON THE LATE 

REFORM BILL, BY AN AMERICAN GENTLEMAN. 

I nap never appreciated, till my eyes saw, and my 

ears heard, during the space of eleven hours last night, 

the true and proper character of a British House of 

Commons. Ihad heard much, read much, conceived 

much. But, my conceptions had been all a dream. 

, 

all things it was so diverse, 1 

"a verre thing, than what I'had imagined. 

Last night I awoke, and wondered—not, indeed, that 

in all things it exceeded my expectations—but that in 
‘ 

and in many, so much more 
It was com- 

yosed of men !—mere men—many of them yo
uth—some 

ovs—all men of like endowments and like passions, as 

a Legislator bedy in my own’ country; very like our 

national house of Representatives; still more like
a Vir- 

ginia Legislative Assembly. An Assembly of the best. 

cons and the most dignified ‘patriarchs of Virginia are, 

perhaps, a very fair specimen of a British House of 

Commons. But one is most ofall surprised’ to find “a 

noble Lord’ a mere bay, as is often the fact, and some-
 

times stinted both in body and intellect. The majority 

of the British’ House of Commcns are young men, gener- 

ally of cultivated and vigorous character, 

I had never appreciated, even slightly, the true cha- 

racter of the audible expressions of approbation and dis- 

approbation which Parliament are accustomed to ren- 

der to their orators, as they stand reported to the eye, 

under the forms-of [Hear! hear! Cheers, laughter, &e.] 

And I doubt, whether it is commonly appreciated by 

those, who have never hal ocular and auricular dec- 

monstraction. In this thing 1 was astonished, and 

sometimes absolutely astounded. The strongest ex- 

pressions of this sort are clamorous and overpowering, 

as the confused din and the loudest simultaneous shout 

of ten thousand voices, mad with joy or rage. And 

what is remarkable, the silly orator; [silly in this parti- 

cular,] generally continues his speech, in the midst of) 

and through the shout, althopgh entirely drowned. 

The effect of this, however, is rarely very fine, when 

the first thought, becoming palpable after the cessa- 

tion of the roar, happeusto sugeest something of doubt- 
ful importance and interest, which has been drowned 

in the shout, then instan{ly commences another ang- 

mented and tremendeus roar, the passions being al- 

ready excited and ready for action. And still the ora- 

tor goes on, as is menifest from his lips and gestures, 

uttering full periods, not a word of which is heard. As 
well might the faint voice of the unfledged bird be 
boerd, in the tempestuous roar of the agitated deep. 

Vv hether the orator takes care to repeat what has thus 
been lost, himself alone eun say. Probably he does, i 
he thinks it would do him credit. Often, however, he 
refuses to do it, and we find him, when first his voice 
begins to fall upon the ear again, much ahead of where 
he was, as we saw him when the storm came over him, 

And if he is an interesting speaker, such a loss is ex- 
ceedingly vexatious. 
These expressions, as to the number of voices uniting 

and as to their loudness, are always graduated exactly 
by the amount of feeling. Sometimes one voice, faint 
or loud, sometimes twenty, sometimes a hundred, and | 
sometimes the whole house burst forth with all the power 
the lungs of cach can afford, on their highest keys. If 
all approve, the shout is applause. If the ministerial 
side applaud a sentiment, which the opposition disap- 
proves, the latter instantly raise a discordant shout of 
disapprobation, and vice versa; and the clamarous min- 
gling of such voices expresses thoroughly all they in- 
tend. And these expressions, as will appear from the 
common reports of the press, are habitually occurring 
every five minutes and sometimes every minute. 
Laughter often explodes in tremendous peals. 

Is this practice good or bad? It certainly possesses 
this advantage: it 1s an infallable measure of the exact 
temper of the house in every successive moment. No 
speaker can ever be ignorant of the effect he is produ- 
oing; nor will he be permitted tomake an unreasonable 
draft upon patience. For it is morally impossible he 
should encounter a general hint to be done. There is 
little coustesy in this business. The House of Com- 
mons last night, I suppose, were uncommonly lively in 
demonstrations of this sort. The feelings of all were 
beng s up to intensity by the mighty question in agi- 
tation. 

* * * 

The amendments brought in by the Committee on 
the second reading of the Reform Bill, were taken up, 
after the order of their consideration had been announ- 
ced from the chair- They were recited ex Masse, by 
the Chairman of the Committee, Lord John Russell, 
and the reasons stated. It was soon manifest, however, 
that the Bill, even after these modifications, was likely 
to meet with formidable obstacles, before it could clear 

The debates on different points, as 
they arose, grew more and more brisk, animated ‘and 
impassioned. Speeches were short, and talents ofthe 
brightest order were every few moments developed 
Great minds came into collision with other oreat minds 

—arms clashed with arms--and the combat thickened. 
Shouts of applause, or of disapprobation, frequentiy 
rung through the house, and frequently mingled Cid 
ther. And every now and then a thundering peal of 
laughter. And if, unfortunately, any of the spectata- 
tors caught the spirit, and could not be still, the officers 
of the House, stationed near, would cry out: “Jf you 
don’t be still, the gallery will be cleared;’—astrono 
motive to repress feeling. ‘What was a faint expressi- 
on there in company with such a roar from below ? 
The combat deepened still. And it was difficult, in 

my brief task, to notice the many who distinguished 
themselves. The most knotty point of the evening was 
a clause, defining the boundaries and ualifications of 
the elective franchise—a vital principle to be sure 
Sir Richard Vivian, a youthful and talented statesman. 
now in the opposition, made a bold and gallant descent 
upon this piece of the work of the present ministry, oh 
withal, this clause being his text, began to pro tre 

over the fate of the bill. © < This Bill will his od 
into a law,” he reiterated, and staked his Se 
as a prophet of events on the declaration. “I call upon 
the Houge:—See where the King’s Ministers Be 
brought us! In the frenzy of their intoxication the 
have appealed to the people. And now wz [the op 4 
sition] and compelled to concur in a Reform AF 
behold! what is the character of the Reform attempted 
to be imposed! Backward we connot go, Sra oe 

dare not. Ye will bear me witness, that I told you 
what would come, when the King dissolved the Parlis 
ment. ’ 2. 

Lord John Russell, who is understood to have had a 
prineipal hand in shaping the bill, took this youthful 
combatant into his hands, and treated him with Planer 
dous rebulke, and then in a strain of the most cruel 
irony, eeinmended him to the grace of the House for 
what he rad done in the very tide and summit of his 
indiscret ion;” withal, and to be equal, prophec ving 25 
his part, that < the bill wir pass. It will be Sag tht 
the noble Lord had pressed ihe youthful baronet hard 
and put a most powerful weapon in his hand, by convict 
ing him of ¢¢ the sin of being a young man.” * Under a 
deep feeling of wounded pride; and as little daunted as 
his illustrious countryman, who on the same floor ‘had 
been convicted of the same sin—not 10 have bees how 
before—Sir Richard, having a se * + his right cf re og 
notwithstanding an attempt to rule Lim by a — 
of order, acquitted himself with great dignity 5 A jot 
bolder assault on the ministry, by a still more co ‘dent 
prediction ofthe fate of the bill, and in a strain of oli 
fervid, most impassioned eloquence, returning wife 
equal adroitness, bolts of irony on his adversary. An i 
then sat down under the thundering applause of his 
side of the house. I do not speak of the mirits of his 
argument. I mean only to say—that if he docs not 
make a figure in the future history of his rind it 
will not be for the want of talent.” This brief CORR 
swallowed up and concentrated the int#rest of the 
night’s debate. Lord Russell did not notice him a a 
cond time, for what reasons I do not know unless, Being 
conscious that hs had used him severely, he wen millide 
generously to let him go, with that sort of Takin of 

his wounds, which the last word, sc well said might ab 
ford the young man. hi 

Although there was nothing else during the evenine 
of the same elevated character, of that thrilling and i 
sorbing interest, of those pourings forth of S01). 3 Wich 
assert the possible powers of the human mind wah nd 
it forth in its majesty; which make us feel, that oh are 
close in company with those mighty spirits which ih 4 
the senate of Ancient Rome, roused up Greece 4 rs sided 
against Philip, and in later times held in rapt sus hl 1 
and chained the soul of a British Parliament foi nd 
there the frequent display of Sovnitndth FEaTont rs 1 
even in the presence of Lord John Russel and Sir Rich 
ard Vivian, when arms to arms they stood. in fie; a — 
counter, one was obliged to conclude, eithr {hat oy 5 
ry is false, or else that we must wait you | vig wri nds 

Sheridan, a Fox, and a Pitt. oT ha airs SREY 
‘We had orator Hunt, to speak ns opiniop——aon 1, ::- 

PY ney. a Rad = 


