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FROM THE MONTHLY MAGAZINE: 

DON PEDRO, AND THE BRAZIELIAN 
REVOLUTION. 

Tue revelutionary earthquake which, in July last, 

hurled the Bourbon from bis throne, and which still 

continues to agitate the political substratum of the Eu-1 

ropean world, has vibrated with powerful effect across, 
the Atlantic. Like the cholera at present raging iu 
the natural world, spreading its devastating ravages; 

with equal fury amid the suows of Russia, as on the; 

Barning plains of Hindostan, the headlong course of the | 
revolutiongry scourge is marked by undiscrimmating | 

features; uprooting in its fearful progress, both liberal 

and despotic— the upholder of the divine right of kings 

and the defender of popular institutions. 

The prediction se confidently set forth at the outbreak 

of the French revolution, by Lafayette, was no idle 
_prephecy—* Revolutionary principles appear destined 

to make le four du monde.” Within the narrow circle 

of a year, Cherbourg has beheld two fugitive monarchs 
seeking refuge in its port, —boeth the victims ef revolus 
tien, but whose political careers and principles are dis- 

tinguisked by features certainly as opposite as the be- 

mispheres in whick they reigned. 
When Don Pedro &’Alcantera, in the year 1822, 

raised the standard of Brazilian independence, he pre- 
sented to the world the novel spectacle of a prince, cra- 
dled in the lap of despotism, and whese mind was 
strongly imbued with ultra notions of kingly prerogative 
casting at onee aside the prejudices of birth and cduca- 
‘tion, coming boldly forward as the champion of liberal 
ism, and erecting his tew made throne on the basis of 
revolutionary principles. As the star of independence 
rose majestically on the political borizon of Brazil, there 
arose at the same time, a small cloud, which announced 
a future tempest. The recollection of the principles 
in which be had been educated, has proved as fatal to 
the Emperor as the misguided policy of bis government; 
for, from the very commencement of his reign, it inspi- 
ted his subjects with well founded suspicions of the sin 
cerity of his professions. On the day of his coronation 

when, te the superficial observer, all appeared coleur 
de rose, a trifling incident betrayed the existence of this 
feeling. On the termination of the ceremony, Don 

Pedro—Mmis brows encircled by the imperial diadem— 
barangued from the window of the palace, the crowd 
assembled in the square beneath. After a speech of 
considerable length—of course admirably calculated to 
flatter the vanity, and gratify the hyperbolical taste of 
the Brazilian people—he concluded by swearing to de. 
fend the independence of Brazil, and the constitution 
which the Cortes should frame for it. In repeating these 
words with great emphasis of tone, the Emperor car- 
ried his hand te the hilt of his sword. The abruptness 
of the action loesened the crown from lis brows, which 
would have fallen but for the band of the emperor, which 
restored it te its place. This little incident was by 
many regarded as a favourable omen of the short dura. 
tien and instability of his authority. 
The position of Don Pedro was from the [first, one 

of peculiar difficulty. The only monarch in a region 
encompassed on all sides by mew founded republics, and 
aware that a simlar spirit was gradually spreading 
among his own subjects, with admirable skil' and saga. 
city he sought, en every occasion, rather to lead than 
oppose the expression of popular feeling; and, by thus 
forestalling the tide of events, he effectually, for a time 
baffled the machinations of the republican party. The 
first acts of his reign were distingmshed by wonderful 
activity and energy of character. The royalists were, 

after a short struggle, driven from the country, aud the 
last Ink of the chain, which for three centuries had 
bound America to Europe, were severed. Three 
months after his elevation to the throne, he convoked 

the legislative assembly. On this occasion, he ex- 
pressed his confident hope that the constitution which 

that legislative body would frame for the country, would 
be equally remote from every extreme of desputism, 
whether monarchical, aristocratic, or democrativ—a 
constitution, 1n fact, which would render Brazil at ence 
the ¢ admiration and terror of the world.” How far 
these legislators realized the hopes of the emperor and 
and the nation, and how pearly this wild, democratic 
spirit precipitated the country isto a civil war, {rem 
whizh it was only saved by the admirable presence of 
mind, and stern decision of Den Pedro, are events 
with which the English public are perfectly familiar— 
and events, too, which sufficiently demonstrate that the 

throne of the emperor was undermined from the first 
moment of its erection. 

I'he promulgation of a new constitution, more adapted 
to the infant political education of the Brazilian people 
—the suppression of the revolutionary spirit in the 
northern provinces of the empire—and, above all, the 
recogmtion of the independence of Brazil by Great- 
Britain and Portugal, appear te have consolidated the 
authority of the Emperor, and to have consummated 
the profound policy which aimed at the preservation of 
the immense empire of Brazil te the house of Bragan- 
za. But even at this period, when the state of Don 
Pedro was at its zenith, the great tide of revolution 
was rolling on, and gaining ground with every breaker. 
We will now endeavour to develop the causes which | : : 

( which sacrificed every thing to the base consideration of produced the late events at Rio de Janewo; but previ- 
ously 1t will be necessary to wmvestigate (he “eauses 
which led to the separation of Brazd from the mother 
country. 

There is no problem in politics, it has been prefound- 
ly remarked, more difficult of solution, than that of co- 
lonies. To wateh over their infancy; to mark the 
hour of their maturity; te knew when to yield to well- 
founded remonstrance, and when to exact implicit obe- 
dience, requires the exercise of censummate sagacity. 
Much more skill and political discernment, we venture 
to pronounce, is required of those daring spirits who 
wield the destinies of Colonies, to mark the hour when 

by education, the mind of the country is prepared — 
when the faculties of the gifted few are prepared to 
lead, and of the intelligent mass to follow—for thea 
alone can a well conducted revolution ensue. Did this 
calm, decided, energetic operation of the reasen of the 
people—diffusely in the common sense of the mass, 
eminently in the strong conviction of the gifted minds— 
did this chaste operation of intellect, we ask, exist in 
Brazil when she reared the standare of iniependence? 
We eenfidently answer the question with a decided ne- 
gative. Not only was the wind of the country unpre- 
pared for the revolution, but there really existed no 
greunds for the measure. Brazil had ceased to be a 
colony; and wnder the mild despotism of tbe house of 
Braganza, the country was slowly but steadily advane- 
ing in the march of civilization. Up te that period, 
the political surface of these beautiful regisns was still 
and unruffled as a mountain lake—singularly contrasts 
ing with the convulsed state of Spanish America. The 
constitutional system proclaimed in Portugal in 1820 
was adopted a few months afterwards wn Brazil—a 
political event which bas brought on both countries all 
the evils attributed te the fabulous box of Pandora. 
The real cause of the revolution was a feeling of deadly 
hatred te every thing European—a feelicg produced 
seleiy by intrigue, aud which was disseminated with in- 
conceivable rapidity frem the Amazen te the Rio de la 
Plata. Unfortunatery for the peace and prosperity 

a BK 

of the conntry, there existed but too many elements 
admirably fitted to the views of the revelutionary party. 
The European Portuguese wereby far the most intel 
ligent portion of the population, who, by their steady 
industry and superior activity, were in pessession al- 
most exclusively of the whole commerce of the country. 
The revelutionary party appealed rather to the weunded 
vamty of the Brazilians than to their sense of wrong; 
and they touched a chord which vibrated with powerful 
effect. "The long smothered flame suddenly burst 
forth, and led te acts of atrocity against the defenceless 
European population at which humanity ‘shudders, and 
which will ever be a stam on the arnals of the country. 

* The war with Buenos Ayres—one of ambition 
and territorial aggrandizement, undertaken without any 
just greunds—proved disgraceful to the arms of the em- 
pire, ruined its trade, exhausted its finances, and fos- 
tered a deep-rooted spirit of discontent throughout every 
one of its provinces, But it was the irtervention 1 
the affairs of Portugal whieh was the most fatal stroke 
of policy, andjwhich effectually undermined the populari- 
ty of the emperor. 
The real cause 1s of deeper growth, and must be 

sought for in the character of his people, of whose habits 
mn vepality and corruption no adequate idea ean be 
formed but by those whe have long resided in the coun. 
try, and bave had access to the best sources of infor- 
mation. The revolution bad wrought rather a change 
of men than of measures: Under the new order of 
things, every species of cor’ uption continued te pollute 
both the course of publi: aud private Jife. Another 
¢ Arte de furtar’ might be written to illustrate the 
state of mauners in Brazil, and of the degenerate spirit 

personal interest. : 
To cleanse out this Augean stable of cerruption, was 

the undeviating study of Don Pedro; but less fortunate 
than his fabulous pretotype, the attempt cost lim bis 
erown. His miuistry, the object of so much popular 
clamour, ably seconded the views of the emperor, 
The abolition of the slave trade--a source of immense 
profit to those engaged mn it, thoagh acknowledged to 
be detrimental to the best interests vi the eountry— 
produced general dissatisfaction; but when the reform— 
ng spirit of the ministry began to attack the flagrant 
abuses that pervaded every branch of the public ad- 
ministration, then it was that the revolutionary torrent 
burst forth. The emperor was abandoned to a man; 
for even his own adherents, fearful of the publ c expose 
10 active preparation, threw themselves mato the arms of 
the republican party. A certain marquis, well known 
mn the diplomatic circles of London, is reported to have 
powerfully iafluenced the late events by his largesses to 
the troops, and to have been, in the back-ground, the 
maia«spring of the revolution. 3 
Don Pedro had been the victim of untoward erreum- 

stances, the operation of whieb was uncontrollable. 
So far from committing any overt act agamst the hber- 
ties of his subjects, he granted them a measure of free- 
dom for which they were totally unfitted; while his 
frank and generous eharacter, and his unceasing exer— 
tions for the welfare of his empire, deserved hm 8 bet— 
ter fate than that he has experienced from Brazil, for 
the crown of which he abdicated that ot his ewn heredi- 
tary dominions. 

Over the future destinies of Brazil there hangs a 
thick cloud of fearful uncertainty, We have already 
remarked that the Brazilian people, at the period of 
their revolution, were totally incapable of adapting their 
previous habits to the institutioos of freedom, All the 
phrases of their revolutionary career have been warked 
more by a servile spirit of imitat on than Ly un absira: 
love of liberty. 1s 1821, in im tation of tie 1u0lh 
country, they proclaimed a. constitu! on; a (ow wmatis 


