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The winter season, as far as- regards vegetation, 
ay be considered as enduring from the middle of No- 

ber until the latter end of April; throughout the 
%%¢ of which pericd, nature 1s locked up within the 

J barriers of continued frost. Ice is formed on the 
Sill fresh waters about the secend or third week mn 
vember, and in ‘he cousse of three days it will gene- 

OF have acquired a thickness of one inch, whieh is 
Efficient for the support of the weight of a human being 
'® sa't waters in the harbours and lagoons on the 

ore of the Gulf of St. Lawrence (for the tide in the 
Bay of Fundy by its violence, prevents the ice from 
“llecting jn the harbours on that shore) submit to the 

ence of the frost, about a fortnight later; and on 
® channels of navigable harbours, the ice seldom 
AS a man, for which a thickness of ove inch and a 

half jg requisite, until near the middle of December. 

id rivers are never frozen over until within a forte 
light of Christmas, aud the congealed surface is formed 
na very differeut manner from that ob still waters. 
Og the latter in a single night, an unbroken extent of 
Me bundreq wiles of ice may be made, whereas. on 

Vers, where the current is rapid, aod broken by flow— 

i. over a shallow and rocky bed, no degree of cold 
gy be sufficient to effect an immediate congelation 

i asses of jee formed during the night on the banks, 
dor. "hen weakened by the warmth of the day, are 
i. acheq by the rapidity of the current, collect at the 
on of the torrent, and are instantly frozen together, 
ou $00n form a rough, but strong surface, which the 
7; ith of the day wili mot be sufficient to disperse. 

ome masses continually congregate, and the frozen 
th face gradually and rapidly extends up stream, until 

MIiver presents a continued field of ice. This field 

Ing wholly a cellection of loose pieces brouzht down 
M e current, and thrown tegether with violence in 

, directions, in which, by the influence of the predo- 
lating cold, they immediately become fixed, s of 

§ Urse exceedingly rough; and before horses and cattle 
fl travel on it with safety, it must be levelled hy a 

of snow, which fills up all the crevices and hollows 
It soon becomes a hard and level plane The ice 

ve John’s river is generally smooth and level fiom 

an town, near the Falls of St. John toa short 
Stance above Fredericton, but throughout the upper: 
Hat of its course, the river flows with so great rapidity, 
fi Christmas frequently arrives before the detached 
oy can collect and the surface become congeated as 
"as the Grand Falls. The iee on the latter part of 
k fiver 1s always so rough, that the neighbouring in— 

"tants are called out to perform statute labour 
the meridi®y raking down and levelling roads along the river and 
le Richwol © necessary crossings. 
and that ¢ 0 the most rapid parts of rivers, a phenomenon has 
tude of whic ig frequently arrested my attention, and satisfactox 
ice. of long¥ ly to account for which I am still utterly at a loss, 

eof which | thoy Ways happens in severe weather in December ia 
s —being qo : N Se places where the water rushes like a torrent over 
bn and D2 ; | Steep and rocky bed, and where ice cannot for a 
meridian, 8% Bt remain on the surface, but would be sstantly 
may be opie | fog 80 in’ fragments against the projeeting and pro- 

to 200 mile | y Jing recks, that the whole Lied of the river is cased 
ed territoh ing a thick shell of ice, and the water flows over the 
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“®N charnel without in the least, by itsincreasing 
a Dand violence, breaking or wearing it away; but 
won as the surfaze becomes covered in the manner 

I have above described with a field of thick ice, 
fh. °0 the bottom immediately melts, and submits to 

as rece of the torrent, This is called anchor ice, 
\ must confess thal to aceount for the manner of 

gy tion, has frequently set my reasoning faculties 
Vip letely at nought.—Lest an emigrant should be 
ry at this account of freezing rivers, I may here 
igh int him, that wading through streams in December 
any 1° means uncommon among our herdy lumbermen 

toe th proper care 1s attended by mo ill effects from 
Te 3 lowever, as far as I can acquire the idea of the 

gy ion, the sensation created by the ice and water 
4p naked legs, greatly resembles that of ampulation. 

transition to extreme cold, produces a degree of 

Pray". the body which 1s actually convenient, and 
hogy ed the traveller preserves his boots and stockings 

| tw Ing soaked with the water, he may walk for 

fp 0s without experiencing any dimimution of its 

Where the ice on the St. John’s river forms early, 

. 5 p 3 | 

travelling thereon with horses generally commences 1n 
the first week of December; but in the Washademoak | 
and Grand Lakes, as well as in the cont guous Ma- 
quapit and French Lakes, it does not begin so soen by, 
about a week. However, sbout the middle of that 
mouth, one year taker, with another, animals of every 

| description may venture on all the waters of the Pro- 
vioee, except very rapid rivers, without meuriing the 
least danger. To bear the weight of a Lorse or an 
ox, a thickness of two ches and a half of fresh water 

died, and of three inches on salt water, 1s necessary. 

{Snow falls about the begining of November, but it 
seldom remains with us until the middle of the month; 

aud when travelling commences on the rivers, it will 
generally be collected to a depth of about eight inches 

{ A moderate depth of suow on the land, and firm and 
I secure ice on the rivers, compose the basis on which all 

our winter communication depends; and the facility 
afforded for travelling is not te be comprehended by any 

| who have not experienced the benefit. In a future 

stage of my work 1 shall revert to this subject, and in 

a familtar wanner endeavour to furmsh an idea of the 

delighttul wauner in which we pass our wiler 
months, 

I have observed in descriptions of rivers and coun- 
tries situated in a very bigh northern latitude, that great 
stress is juid on the thickness of the 1cc which bas been 

found adhering to the shores, us indicative of the ex- 

treme severity of the winter cold. —Nothig can be 
wore fallacious.—In rivers subject to the periodical flux 
of the tide. at low water the ice, of course always float 
ing upon the surface, falls with the water, and on the 
margins it lies for a sufficient length of time to become 

frozen to the shore: On the return of the flood tide, 
the flux of water, lifts the great field of 1ce in the mids 
dle of the river, but some time elapses before that on the 

shores can be raise from the f ozen earth. Along the 
line of low water-mark large cracks or fissures are 
made i the ice by the power of the flood lifting the 
central ice; and before the marginal portions can be 
also floated, they become covered with the rising water, 
and which by th= influence of the cold, accumulates in ice. 
Every flood, during severe weather, consequently creates 
an adgition to the thickness of the ice on the margin of 
waters subject to tides, and I have seen it -at the 
mouths of rivers emptying into the Gulf fully two feet 

and a half in solidity. This has obta'ned a name from 

the French, and is called borde ice; and if the 
snow lying on the river be ever so deep, the water every 
tide wetting it through, on the margins, exvoses the 

whol: to the action of frost, and thus affords thereon at 
all times ‘excellent travellin 

: 4 VIATOR. 
Fredericton, Sept. 17. 
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MIRAMICHI 
TUESDAY MORNING OCTOBER 11, 1831. 
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We were yesterday morning obhgingly banded the 
London Star of the 19th August, and late in the arter- 
noon we were favored with the Cork Comet of the 21st 
and the Constitution of the 23d of the same month, 
from which we have copied a variety of highly import- 
ant European mtelligence. 

Ministers bave been beaten nthe committee upon 
the Reform Bill by a majority of 232 te 148. A 
list has been published, from which it would appear that 
more than 80 of their usual adherents voted against 
them; but there was no such division amongst the 
ministers themselves, as in the Saltash case, so that 
this may be looked upon as a clear defeat. 

There was a very spirited debate in the Commons, 
on the Belgian question, and the state of Continental 
politics, being brought formally into discussion by Sir 
Richard Vyvyan. The Ministers, under the existing 
circumstances, could not make any disclosures, with 
propriety—and ultimately the motion was withdrawn. 
The Member for Kerry received some desperate hard 
kuocks from Sir Robert Peel. The Mumisterial party 
seem to consider the occupation of Belgium by the 
French troops as a very harmless and icnocent oceur- 

A London paper of August 21—the last received—says:—< It 
| isreported that w misunderstanding prevails in the Cabinet respec— 
ting the late alterations in the Reforin bill, We trust thar ths 
difference is not of a serious nature. For the sake of the country 
may it be speediiy adjusted, for without unanimity there, the great 
measure must fail.” lh 

Friday last being the anniversary of the Great Fire 
of 1825, business, ay asual, was ina great measure 
suspended, and Divine Seivice performed §in the 
different places of worship. 

A man of the name of Dogherty, was unfortunately 
drowned at Newcastle hy falling off a raft, on Thursday 
last. The body was picked up on the following day 
and in'erred. 

To CorrespopENTs.— Fhe late hour at which we 
received the 7th letter of W. prevented us from publish- 
ing it to-day, it shall appear in our next. 

SHIPPING INTELLIGENCE. 

PORT OF MIRAMICHI 
ARRIVED, Oct 4 —Schr Harriet, Levash, Quebec, 4 days. 

5th—schrs. St. Ann’s, M‘Donald, Newfoundland, 22 days— Broad 
& Fouler: Active, Levash, Arichat, 10 days: John, Fraser, Que- 
bec, § days: brig Henry, Thomas, Neath (Walesy, 49 days— 
Master. 8th—brig Douglastown, Allen, Liverpool, 45 days— 
Gilmour Rankin & Co. 10th—barque John Danford, Hepboin, 
Cork, 45 days—do : ship Cambridge, Pierce, Liverpeol, 35 days 
—J. Cunard & Co* barque Caledonia, Pilcher, Liverpool, 48 
days~do ; barque Ythen, John, St. John’s (Newfld): schrs Mary 
Ann, M+Kenzie, Pictou, 6 days— Providence, Clarke, P E sland 
CLEaRrED, October 6 — schr. Dandy, Rublish, Brigus. ship 
Superb, Watts, Cork: barque George,” Foggo, Hull. Tth—brig 
Union, Taylor, Chepstow: schr, Mary, Mermand, Arichat. Sth— 
barque Mary Ford, Barton, Liverpool; brigs Aberdeenshire, 
Oswald, Aberdeen: Fawcett, Brown, Newport; barque Janus, 
Lyons, Bristol; schr. Catherine, Walker, St. John’s (Newfld): 
brig ‘Traveller, Pearson, Leith: ship Isabella Simpson, Bell, Kir- 
kaldy; brig: Tom Bauline, Huater, Newcastle: Albion, « Leslie, 
Aberdeen; barque Ann Grant, Morrie, Greenock: ship Thowas 
Wallace, Carnwell, London; brigs Harvest Home, Hall, Fal- 
mouth; Amity, Gandin, Cadig; barque Mariner, Swinton, Lon- 
don; chr Joho, Fraser, Buctouche. 

PORT OF LIVERPOOL, N. B. 
Arrd, October 5—harque Brixon, Pearson, Pictou—Hugh 

M*Kay. 8th=brig British Tar, Barker, Picton. 
Cleared, Oct.’ 1—brigs Ardgewan, Underwood, Wigtown: 

Nelson, Cockbain, Wyrewater. S5th—brig Henderson, Prau, 
Belfast barque Dixon, Crayston, Hull: brig Ocean, Thompson, 
Carlisle . 6th-—schr Nancy, Harper. P E Island. Tih=brig St. 
Gearge, Thompson, Kinsale. Robert Wm. Harris, Tarrie, Luan- 
caster. 

PORT OF BATHURST, N.B. 
Arrd. Oct 1—brig Triton, Mowat, London, 42 dayvs—3. Fraser; 

Aimwell, Morrison, Aberdeen, 46 davs—J. Read: Warner, Craw- 
ford, Saltcoats. 87 days—W. T. Miller: Peace, Stephenvin, 
Liverpool, 42 days—J. Read. Bih—brigs: Margaret Ritchie, 
Service, Salicouts, 49 days—W, T. Miller: barque Rising Sun, 
Pescod, Newcastle, 56 days— Master: bargue Jane, Lunn, Londo, 
42 days—J. Fraser—schr. Trial, Seviot, Miramichi, 10 days— 
J. Cunard & Co. : 

Cleared, Sept 24—brig Warrier, Miller, Irvine. Oct, 4. 
brig Neptune, Scott, Saltcouts. ' 
Came passenger, i the Margaret Qilclie—Taomas M, Dex 

BLOIS, Esq. 

PORT OF ST JOHN, N. B. 
Arrd, Oct 1 —brig British Tar, Bristol: ‘Prafatgar, Sierra Leone: 

Ailegro, Norfolk: Margaret Dewer, New York. i 
Cleared—Ships Bugh Jabnson, Liverpool: Alchyanst, Fal- 

land: Charles, Cork. 

PORT OF PICTOU, N.S. 
Arrd. Sept 21-<brig Clyde, Irvine. 

Beaumaris; Lord St Helens, Neweastle: 

Newcastle: barque John Atkin, Halifax, 
Capt. Alnwick, of the Lord St. Helens, epoke brig Richad & 

Ann, on the 12th ns. from Bridgewater, bound 10 Quebee, out 27 
days, having on hoard the crew of the brig Sonhin, of New Bed 
ford, from Cottenburg, which vessel, Jaden with Troe. fonuded in 
Lat 47, North, and Long 40, 37 West: brig Woodhall, from Whi. 
by bound te Cocagne, out 29 days. 
SHIPWRECK—"I'he brig Intendarty from Antigua and Turl’< 

Island, bound to Arichat, wae wrecked on Tuesday the 27th wir. 
on the west sila of Liverpool harbonr— erew saved—enrgn  eon- 

sisied of rum, sugar and salt—tne engar and salowill be lost. 

24th—nrig Barbara, 

The baroe Riogent, from Liverpool; Ship De- 

fence, from Jilloa; and Brig Mars, have just arri- 
ved, 

STRAYED, 
Strayed from Bay du Vin River. Three OXEN; marked and 

distinguished us follows: = Two large WHi1TE and Rep” Oxpx; 
one with L. W. branded upon the horn, the third a BROWN Ox witly 
a small Star in the forehead. Any person or persons who will 

to the discovery of the Cattle, will be handsomely rewarded. 

rence, 
JOHN T. WILLISTON,. 

Chatham, Oct, 11, 

mouth. Percival, Plymouth: brigs Jane, Cork. Pleiades, Sunder-. 

28rd brig nritish Tar; 

give the necessary information to the Subscriber that will lead 

m
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
—
e
e
e
 

p
e
e
r
 
—
—
—
—
—
 

e
r


