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THE CIIURCH OF ENGLAND.

{23 the cffiet of the Reform m Parliament upon- the
Church of England, is a subject of considerable
importance an the Colonies, we copy the following
View of Public Affairs, from the London Chris-
tian Observer |
Wz pass over the Foreign Intelligence of the month—such as

the still unsettled state of Belginm; the dissolution of the French

Chawmbers; the quelling of the popular effervescence in Italy by the
Austrian armies, and the important successes of the Poles over

the Russians, a prelude, we would trust, o the expulsion of the |

invader, and the rescue of Poland from an unjust and tyrannical
foreign yoke—to address ourselves te that which constitutes the
mostimporiant subject of anxious thought at the present momwent,
the extraordinory state of our own beloved country.

Our remarks shall, however,be few; for though we have in-
tended to redeem our pledge of examining what appeared to us the
pruaiinent aspects of the Reform Bill, in reference to its probable
moial and relgious bearings—(topics eminently important, bat
too hitie heeded within the wails of Parliameni)—we . shall be
able to fiud u wiore eal and seasonable occasion for such an
irquiry than the present crisis of feverish excitement, which every
Chrisuan, every lover of his country, would wish rather to allay
than to foment. [t appeersto vsthat both the (riends of this mea-
wsyre and its opponents are justly censurable for the spirit in which
< we speak ol course of the more warm partizans on either side—
they have conducted their warfare; and 1t is well if the result 1s
not to alineate the minds of the people from public men ofall clas-
leg, and to lead them to view politics asa mere party trade for
sellish interests, and not for the national welfare. We koow not
whether most to hlame— the unblushing advocacy of bribery, cor-
ruption, and the whole profligate and venal system of what is
called *“ boroughmongering;”” or those inflammatory appeals to
popular passions, just to gain this question, which have set the
whole nation i a ferment and opened a way, we fear, to future
<emands, which cannot, and ought not te be, complied with. The
newspapers have been encouraged to mimister daily aliment to a
depraved appetite. Nothing has been heard of but jobs, sinecures,
enormous salaries, and ever-taxatioc; till the multitude have been
muddened into political reformers; buoyed up with the delusive
hope that nothing is wanting but a repeal of these grievances te
render us all wise, virtuous, wealthy, and happy. There has been
lamentably, too much: of such holiow, paltry trickery on both
sides, and we fear tnatall will hereafter suffer for it; from the
feelings of popular odium and contempt which have been generated
in regard to our Houses of Parliament, Lords as well as Com-
mong, and te all our public institutjons; destreying that henest,
manly confidence, which is no feeble guarantee for public honour
and good conduct,

The immediate cause of the abandonment of the Reform Bill by
Gaovernment, which was followed by the dissolution of Parlia-
ment, was the majority (two hundred ninety-nine to two hundred
ninety-one) gained by the Opposition, on General Gascoyne’s pro—
position, that it was not expedieat to dhminish the number of mem-
bers for England and Wales—thus damaging the bill beyond re-
paration, which was followed by another majority against Miais-
ters for an adjournment of the House on a night when a portion of
the supplies was to have been voted. The King, to shew his de-
termination to support his Ministers and the Reforma Bill, pro-
vogued Parliament in person, delivering a speech expreasive of his
determination to appeal to the country. - Thathe had a constitu-
tional right to act thus, is by none denied; and as little can it be
doubted, that, as Ministers had pledged themselves to stand or
fall by the measure, they could not, after all that had occurred,
do otherwise than advise his Majesty to exercise his prerogative:
The Opposition did not seem to have been fully prepared for
th'e alternative. 1t bad bben currently reported that the King
had been induced to waver; and Ministers also, it was said, weuld
be constrained to make many important concessious in the details
of the Bill, rather than risk a dissolution. But the die was cast;
it was clear that the Bill, in any thing like its present form, could
notbe got through Parliament, and Ministers determined to throw
themselves upon the sountry. The result remains to be seen.  If
mearured by popular feeling, their majority in the new elections
would be very large; butas much of the main strength of the
House of Commens liesat present in the hands of the very per—
sons who are most interested in opposing the projected measure,
power ful efforts will be made to dimimish it. There seems, how-
ever, little reason to doubt that Government will, upen the whole,
gain such a majority as will send their Bill to take its trial with
some strength in the House of Lords Should 1t stop there, with
the King. the Commons, and the numerical majerity of the public
in its favour, the results might be very serious.

We forbear, as before stated, entering at present upen the
merits or demerits of the Bill; but we must offer a few words in
replllto some of our cerrespondents, who have put the question to
ws, How wonld a Reformed Parliament affect the interests of the
Established Church? We should have less hesitation in offering n
reply the most favourable opinion, if the Established Church were
in that state of spiritual efficiency which would command to a
due extent, the aﬂ}éctions and suffrages of the people: But this is
at present deplorably not the case; and much of the evil, we must
honestiy add, has arisen from a corrupt state of Pailiament. Take
euly, as an 1llustration, the distribution of patronage: On whom
have government livings and posts of ecclesiastical dignity and
emolument been currently bestowed? Not by any means of ne-
cessity on the worthiest candidates, but on those who possessed the
strongest parliamentary interest: It 1s true that many excellent
men have been thus promoted, but their excellence was not their
direct claim; professional decensy of character might usually be
requisite, for the sake of public opinion, but beyoad that, nothing
was required: it was net asked whether the individual was a
man of God; one who had determined to know nothing among
mea but Jesus Christ and him crucified, and to spend and be
spent for the souls of his people. Pluralities and non-residence,
akso, have been nourished by the corruptions of Parliament; for a
legislature honestly anxlons for the public welfare (even supposing
its members net religious) would not have allewed, for the sake of
comulating preferments, that wretched system, which degrades and
disgraces the Church. Butthe venal interest that made and kept
Parliament corrupt, found one of its richest returas in Chureh pa-
trenage; for it was hard indeed if a man who could oblige Govern-

ment could not provide for a clerieal friend beyond the worth of a
sing e benefice incumbered with residence. These abuses have
well-nigh juined the Church in popular estimacion; and one such
mstance as that which has been retailed for the last few weeks, of
the rapacity of the Bishop of Ely (we see not why we should not
allude to the name, as it has been before Parliament,) does more
to injure the Church in the public feeling as an engine of epiri-
twal utility, and to prepare the way for the confi cation of its tem—
porary revenues. than the worst Parfiamentary Reform Bl that
its greatest enemy could devise.

Our ~iew, then; is, that under a Reformed Parhament the ad-
ministration of our national ecclesiastic establishment will undergo
a severe ordeal, but that the issue will be, if the clergy are faith-
ful to thewr high trust, 1o make it more popular, more spivitual,
and more useful. 1t may come to be less looked toas a sinecuve
| provision for young men who have no taste for its duties; but we
[ think too highly of the claims of our church, and its powerful hold
upon the best affeations of the country, to féar that a Parliament
chosen by the large majority of respectable housekeepers would
with for more than its rectificat’on, or would plot its extinction.
If_itdid, it would be the clergy themselves who were chiefly 1o
blame, for wherever there 1s a pious, zealeus, and affectionate
pastor, the Church, we are persuaded, 15 in no danger: rather do
the people wish to bu Id new Churches and provide for additional
ministers where wanted, and they are greatly alienated from the
tational communion by not heing allowed to do so:  The people
ask te have a pious, active, residens, fairly-paid clergyman in
every patish: but such a systews would ruin the expectations of
those who view the Church only as an instrument of lucre. Be-
yond this, we see no direct danger except (and a fearfuf exception
it 1s!) what springs from the temper of the times, whatever may
be the system of Government or Parlinment,—and (rom the effect
of those abuses in the Church which have alienated many of the
people, and rendered them open to the arts of politieal declaimers
and mterested impugners of tithes.  But this danger would be in-
creased, not lessened, Dy a continmnce, instead of a corrvection,
of the existing evils; and, tospeak the plain trath, we should less
dread open apposition than the interested support which views
religion only as an instrumentoftemporal advantage  ¥f you do
away with the Borough-influence system, it is said, and give large
bodies of the public a vgice, you will ruin the Church,—for it
stands by private inflince. ~ Is clerical and improprinted tithes
being bound up together, the efforts of those who hold the latter,
are exerted in favour of the former, and the better payment of
the Church can offer by sinecures add cumulation for the exertion
ofpolitical power, the more sure is it to retain that power in is
favour. Inall this not one word s said of religion,—of the un-
bought affeetions of the pubiic,—of that power which the Church
«.)ugl'n 10 pussess, as aspiritualblessing to the country, and this
is, in our view, a far stronger safeguarvd than that interested sup-
port which thinks only ol loaves and fishes, and nothing of the
souls of men.

LITERATURE, &c.

FROM THE ROVAL LADY’S MAGAZINE.

“« PM NOT A LOVERNOW.”?
I Cannor talk as once I conld,
Of sunshine, sighs, and tears;
The music of the mountain flood

Is discord to my ears,

I coonot sit and ¢ bay the moon,”
With night-dews on my brow,

I am notsuch a simple loon—
** I’M NOT A LOVER NOow."”

I cannot dine on balmy air,
I cannot sup on sighs,

T cannot drink the dew-drops fair,
That fall from Flora’s eyes.

All that, no doubt, is very fine;
I thought so once, but now

I'd rather have a pint of wine—
“1’M NOT A LOVER NOw.,”

I’ve bask’d in heauty’s beaming smile,
P’ve felt love’s scorching flame,

I’ve raved in Moore and Byron’s style,
To muny a youthful dume.

I once went mad for Lady G.,
It made a_ horrid row,

I was a stupid ass.—N. B,
““I'M NOT A LOVER Now."

I've often made a thousand vows
Of constancy and truth;
I once wasnearly made a spouse,
But proved a fick le youth.
I vsed to sing ¢ The light guitar,”
I haye forgotten how;
And now Ichant, * What fools men ars’
“I'M KOT A LOVER Now.”

P’ve often told a thousand lies,
D’ve vow’d grey eyes were blue ,—

I’ve sworn this earth was paradise,
And thatmy heart was troe.

1 have forgot these -youthful tricks,
And it s time, I'vow,

I was |ast month just twenty-gix !—

“I’M XOT A LOVER NOW,”

A Isnanp or Ice.—* A fresh breeze came sharf*
ly from the North, and g0 cold, that the sailorssaid it must ¥
blowing from an iceberg. We saw nothing, although the moo
was high, but, at midnight, one of the men described a bright”
ening along the northern horizon, which left no doubt of the fack
At last, the brightness began to assume outline and features, 8
the wind rose as piercingly and rude as December, while !
€normons mountainous mass was evidently nearing. By its app™
reat extent, the eaptain conjectured we should pass to the wind
ward of it without difficulty,—but as it came nearer and neare’;
the feeling of danger-mingled w th the chillness of the wind, @
we beheld with awe and astonishinent many streams of Deautifi!
water leaping and tumbling from the eliffs and pezks, as it drifted
in the sunshine towards us. The wind, asthe iceberg opproachm
slackened, and we saw with the telescope, on a point that pr*
jected from the side, a huge white bear couchant, which, !
sailors guid, was watching for fish.  No sight could be moré
solemnly impressive than the evidently advaucing mass, at last $
came 8o near that we feared it would be impossible to €
cape.

* The vast peaks, ciiffs, and pinnacles were like a gorgeo”
city, with all its temples and pa inces, shuddering, as if shaken bf
an earthquake. The waters dashed from terrace to terrace, ™
every paint and spire was glittering and gleaming with countles
flames kindled by the sun<hine. Tervor confounded every one
hoard.—A hyge mass, which projected far aloft, ani almot!
already aves the ship, was seen to tremble,—and, with a eradh
louder than thunder, it fell into the sea.  The whole dreadful €0
tinent, for suchi it seemed, visibly shook. The peaks and mou™
tains were shattered wath indeseribable crashing. as, with
seund so mighty that it cannot he named, it sundered as if sever®
islands had separated,—and we saw throngh the deeadful chan*
ship under fuli sail beyond,coasting the weather side.—Still e
d'fferent magses flonted in view, and all day long we had our eyt
fixed upon them, as they appeared to recede—fearful that anoth®’
variation of the wind would bring them again uponus.’-—Fré
Boble Corbet, by Galt.

We are—all of us—attached to our institutions M
church and sta‘e—and believe that, as the best of thef
are well-burlt with durable materials on a foundation o
rock, they will stand secure in their time-hopour®
strength against all enemies. But we care not—es*
cept as antiquaries—about' old rubbish; and in madf
cases would lend a helping band, shovels, and wheel
harrows, for its removal to some more appropriate pla¢?
than the outer cour? of a temple, net to say its innéf
shrine.  But we would hesitate to send n werkm?h
even from a mechanics’ institution, to make havoe wil
axes and hammers of its carved work—or even aftef
the decay wrought by the tooth of time among 1ts ancett
devices, to trust them with the werk of renovation.
is easier to innovate than te renovate—to alter thaa
restore. We confess we love the ancient—in tower
—In trees-——in charters—and in acts  Old towers #
would repair—old tress on no aecount transplant—o!
charters reverence—and old acts eternize—save ,an
except only towers tottering to their fall, and these
would assist gently dewn to the dust—trees too das/
i the hollow interior of their rottenness even for owl
and these we would hew dewn for fire—charters of whic!
the letters are alive but the spirit dead, and these W
would allow in their chests a peaceful oblivion—actf
obsolete, because gone or changed the times which ga?
them power, and these we would with little reluctané
erase when we saw that they would net wisely be r*~
newed—and were ¢ goad people all of every sort” of oif
way of feeling, and thinking, and acting, what ?
World after the Flogd would this appear--how stroff
and beautiful by land and seal— Blackwood.

SKETCH OF A SHORKEEPER OF THE OLD SCHOOT-.

¢ Mir. Bryant was a neat, quiet, orderly sort of ma®
regular as-elock-work, and steady as time, the ve!
pink of punctuality, and the-essence of exactoess H!
had been-in busines-nearly forty years, in the same shof
conducted preciselyin_the same style as in the daf
of its predecessors; he lacked_not store of clothes
ehange of wigs; but his clethes, and wigs, and thre¢
cornered hats, were so like each other, that they see®
ed, as it were, part of himself. His wig was brown”;
so were his coat and waiscoat, which were nearly ¢
equal length. He wore shert black breeches wit'
paste buckles, speckled worsted hose, and -very larg'
shoes with very large silver buckles. He was most i’
tensely and entirely a citizen. He loved the ity will
‘an undivided attachment. He loved thesound of "
bells, and the noise of its carts and coaches; he love!,
the colour of its mud and the canopy of its smoke; I
loved its November fogs, and enjoyed the music of ¥
street musicians, and its itinerant merchants; he lovf‘é
all its institutions, civil and religious: he thought the
was wisdom in them, if there was wisdom in noth! §
else; e loved the church, and he leved the steep'e, ar’

¥

the parson who did the duty, and the parson who did |

do the duty; and he loved the clerk, and the sextO"f
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