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AWFUL AND DESTRUCTIVE HURRICANE AT BAR- 
i ¢ BADOES. : 

We lay before our readers, says the New York Evening Post, a 
letter from the Consulate of the U. States at Martinique, just re- 
ceived oy the Collector of this port accompanied by a Gazette ex— 
traordinary, issued from the Barbades Mercury office; bearing 
date Awgost 13, giving an account of the ravages ef one of the 
most terrible hurricanes of which we remember to have heard. 1t 
passed over the ill-fated Island of Barbados on the night of the 10th 
iust. aid in eight hours left it desolate—covered with ruins and dead 
bodies. A letter to the American Consul at Martinique dated Av- 
gust 15th, says:—* This Island. 1 much fear, is ruined; and 1t will 
be impossible {or it to recover.” Private letters estimate the -ouin-4 
ber of lives lost between four and five thousand. 

ConstiLATE oF THE UNITED STATES oF ped 
St. Pierre, Martinique, 18th August, 1831. 

Rir--The British Government brig the ¢ Duke of Yorke,” ha 
tins moment arrived from Barbadoes, bringing the painful intel- 
ligence that'that Island had been ximost entirely destroyed by a 
hurricane on the 10th inst. Fortunately Ihave obtained a paper, 
which I now forward.—It howdver, gives bul a poor idea of the 
damages and losses sustained, as appears from the memorandum ovo 
the back bya gentleman of high respectibility. Private letters es- 
timate the number of lives lost at between four and five thousand, 
and great fears are entertamed least the affluria from the dead bo- 
dies under the ring, (putrefaction having already commenced), 
may add disease to famine and want. Many of the inhabitants 
who have ever been accustomed to the luxuries of life are new 
without clothing or shelter, Referring you to the Newspaper, I 
Lave the honour to ke, Sir; in haste, your ob’t ser’vt 

: } JOHN 8 MIERCKEN. 
To the Col.ector of any port in the United States. 

The following is‘a description of the hurricane and its devasta- 
tions, which ‘we copy from the Gazette above mentioned;—— 

© On Wednesday evening, the 10th August, about 7 o'clock the 
wind blew yery (resh at North, the clouds began to collect in* thick 
winsses at N EK. passing away in scuds, as fast as they collected, 
with a rapidity of motion almost incredible. They continued to 
du so until abeut 9 o’cleck, when the sky became bright, and a 

perfoct calm succeeded, At about ten o’clock the same fatal 
wight, the wind began to spring up, blowing very fresh from the 
NW. shifting backwards and forwards from this point to N W. 
sud creasing in viulence every instant, and continued till 
ubvut § the following morning, (by which time the work ofde- 
struction had been cempleted.) when it shified again to S E. and 
blew exceedingly strong vatil about half past eight, when it some- 
what abated 1m violence and gradually ‘died away, leaving the 
whole Isiand one unvaried scene of desolation and distress. In 
Bridgetown theve is s¢urcely a house which bas escaped injury; 
hundreds have been fazed to the ground and many of their inhabi- 
tants buried noder the ruins, others unrosfed and partially thrown 
down 80 as to be completely untenantable. Trees of immense 
size und stréugth were either uplifted by the roots or bereft of their 
beanches. All the vessels in Carlisle’s Bay were driver from their 
wnorings and. thrown vn shore, At the Onc. Ports in Speights, 
the Hi lg and Ostrin’s towns, every hovse has either been thrown 
down or rendered untenantable; their inhabitants sharing the fate 

of ‘the pumberiess victims who have been crushed to death. In 
the couatry, the whole face of nature 1s changed—on the planta. 
tiyny, almost without a single exceptior the buildings, mills, and 
fegro: houses, have been destroyed; and many of them have suffer- 
edapateriaily wo slaves and cattle. The provisions which had 
heen honses, ag well as the standing Corn and canes in the fields, 
have been so completely destroyed us scarcely to leave a vestage 
behind—apd to add to the heart rending picture, at this moment 
many of the estates are without a single article of food of any 
kind. No force of language can indeed convey an idea of the hor- 
ror and distress every where observable throughout the Island, and 
whichever way the eye is turned, the head grows dim and the heart 
becomes faint at the saddening and sorrowful picture, Many of 
the opulent and respectable families, as well as those of the mid- 
dling and poorer, by this melancholy catastrophe, have thus been 
driven out, destitute of a covering, many who the day before 
were surrounded by their families and comforts, have not where 
ta iny their heads. : 

« Up to this moment the number of killed bas not been ascer- 
tained, nor all of the unfortunate creatures who have been inhu- 
med in the fallen dwellings taken from beneath them. The in- 
terval of time between Thursday morning and the present, has 
been employed by the living in burying the dead. The bodies 
which have been discovered haye been borne through the sireets to 
their silent and narrow homes in coffins, trees, and whatever else 
could be obtained for them. Amidst other numberless distressing 
cages of this kind, it 1s our melancholy duty te notice the fate of 
Deputy Assistant Commissory General Flanner, who with his 

wile, five children, his ni. ¢: and two servants, were all buried un- 
der the ruins of their dwellings on Wednesday night, from wlrich 
they were not taken until the following morning; his unhappy wife 
and two of th: children alone have survived. At St Anan’s many 
of his Majesty’s troops have been killed and upwards 100 wound- 
ed by the faliing of the barracks. The seat of Government, the 
Custom House, the Girls’ central School, (they boys’ school only 
partially damaged) and in fact most of the public buillings of the 
Island lie in masses of ruin. Several Speights’ boats returning 
trom the leeward from this, were upset on their way, and almost 
every soul on board of them drowned; amohg whom we regret to 
say, were our fellow labourer the joint proprictor of this paper, 
Mr J. biker Ls and his brother, Mr Thomas Woeding, who 
perished, with fifteen others belonging to the same boat, on the 
fatal night of Wednesday. e t conslude this appaliing 
necount without observing that of the many persons with whom we 
have conversed on the subject, and who experienced the great storm 
of 1780, all concur 10 the opinion that greater Injury has been done 
on the island by the latter than the former; a ¢ircumstance which 
will mose forcibly convey to the reader an ides of the violence of 
the storm en Wednesday night, which lasted eight hours only, when 
the duration of that of 1780 is supposed to have lasted 48" hours. 
T'he most remarkable phenomeuon attending the storm of Thurs- 
day morning, was the wong sp of wind, which instead of thun- 
det jnvariably accompanied vivid flashes of I'ghtning, and 

came with a force not to be withstood. Hollow subterranean 
noises were also heard, and some imagine we were also visited 
during the night with earthquakes; this, however, we do not 
vouca for. ns we were not sensible of them. 
We brave hastily thrown together these few particolarsamid the 

scenes o! indisceibable horror and confusion; and shall continue 10 
furnish such additiona) ones ag may reach vs. The following is a 
listaf the Vessels stranded in tie bay: —barques Irelam an: Are- 
thusa; brige Exchange, Quebec, Decagou, Mary, Keath, Alliance, 
Heratio Nelson, Flire; brigantines Sawuel Hinds and Hersine; 
Schosners Ark ana Perseverance; mail boats Barbados and Mone 
tague. 

Here ends the account in the Barbudoes paper; but the letter of 
the 15th says * the American brig Antoinette is on the beach with 
200 puncheons of weal entirely lost.” : \ 

ST. Joan. ~At the Monthly Meeting of the Committee of -the 
Chamber of Commerce of thiscity held last Wednesdvy evening, 
a Committee was appointed to collect information as to the num-— 
ber and value of Sew Mills, Lumber Wharves, and all eérections 
and improvements connected with the manufacture of Iimber and 
Lumber throughout the pravince, ihe number of persons employed 
aboutsnch establiskments—the wages generally paid them—-and 
all other matters connected with the general Trade of the Pro- 
vince. This information when obtained, will be forwarded to the 
Province Ageats in London—that if an attempt should again be 
made to 1npose an increased duty on our Timber and Deals in the 
British market, they may be prepared with facts to assist them in 
opposing any stich measure—Courier, 
On Thursday last, while Mr Williom Laskey, Mate of the 

barque - Alchymist was mn the act of crossing the deck, he placed 
his foot upon one of the hatches, which suddenly slipping, he fell 
into the hold. struck his head aud fractured his skull in such a 
manner that he died in about two hours. le was in the 29th 
year of his age, aud bore an excellent character, 
On Satorday the 27th ali. at the Hibernian settlement, a Coro- 

ners Inquest was held on view of the bodyof Pammck Charles 
Fergnsun.—--Verdict, the deceased periehed in consequence of 
having Inst his way in the woods. Mr Ferguson on the 16th ol 
April 1820, left Quaco to come through the woods to the Hiber: 
man settlement, a distance of about eight miles and arrived within 
half a mile of his own house, where he perished. * He was not 
missed until six weeks after Wis departore from Quaco, when dili- 
gent search was made for him; but he was not found until the 
26th ult. : 
FrrorricToN.----His Excellency Majw General Sir Archi. 

bald Campbell, G € B. having been appointed Lieutenant Go- 
vernor of the Province of New Brunaw ick. arrived last night at 
Fredericton, and. came this day to the Council Chamber, where 
kis Commission being read, he touk the usual oaths and assumed 

the Administration of the Government. 
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FORESTS OF NEW-BRUNSWICK. 

IN my present communication I shall pursue the 
subject with which I elosed my last, and in my next 
it 1s my intention to commence a description of the 
Forest Trees. 

Large tracts of burnt wood-land now deform the 
Province, particotarly this County, and in the course 
of a few years, they will be covered with an a'most 
impenetrable (hick growth of young trees: On the 
Tobique, in 1821, sn extensive districts was devastated 
by fire; and the same year a considerable space on the 
eastern bank of the Eticone, at which time a large saw 
mill on Savoy’s river was consumed. But all former 
fires did considerable damage, when put in competition 
with the consequences of those awful visitations which 
we experienced in 1825, not only as respects the loss 
of standing timber, but, which is of far greater import. 
ance, the destruction af property in bwldings, goods, 
implements, and fences, of the wooden bridges on the 
highways, and still worse—aof humaa life. 

That year was distinguished for an extraordinary 
drovght—no rain having fallen between the middle of 
June and the muddle of October: the woods in most 
parishes were on fire, and great damage was done in 
the forest, on the highways, and on the clearances in 
different parts of the Province. In July a corn and 
a saw mill at Richibacto were consumed, and the 
woods were so extensrvely in flames, that travelling on 
the roads was attended with great danger. But the 
7th October was the fatal day, on which, mn the Book 
of Destiny, was traced the climax of our bLorrer and 
dismay. 
To enter into a full account of the occurrences of that 

day of doom, forms no part of my plan; and I shall 
therefore dismiss it for the subject of an abler pen, 
and confine myself to the description of the trajectory 
pursued by the devouring element. 

Commencing in the County of Charlotte, on the left 
bank of the Maguaguadavic, embracing both sides of 
the Piskebagan, sweeping over the rocky heights tothe 
sources of the South West branch of the Oromucto, and 
descending that river to mear its confluence with the 

on the right shore of the harbour, were the great the” 

St. John, the fire can be traced in a bread and dreatf 
zone, extending in width on the right bank of the ri 
towards the mountains bounding the Black Cree 
Great destruction was made in the beautiful and flourish 
ing settlements that adorn the wtervales on that b 
and the creck, and among the more detached clearanc®® 
on the deep and placid stream of the Oremucto, but 
without inflicting any of those painful bereavements # 2 
which the people of Miramichi were the same even 
afflicted. The demon of destruction then leaped upoi 

and stores were Serned, but no hives were lost. The. 

ignited in the roof a few days previously, and potwith 
standmg the utmost and powerful exertions, it was (02 
tally desiroyed.  Conflagratien then caught the woods 
about the sources of Burut land Brook, soon extended 
to the South West River of Miramichi, and almost 11% 
stantaneously spread from river te river, and swept. 
with the: speed of the whirlwind to the North West 
branch, and the whole intermediate forest was at thé 
same instant, ene tremendous flame, . Urged by the 
wind, the North West River presented no obstacle e 
its irresistable course, but, barne on the wings of the 
hurricane, with an instantaneousness resembling a train 

of gunpewder, and with the hoarse roar of a volchies 
in a few: shart minutes, the left shore of the barbour 08 
Miramichi, with the banks of all its tributary rivers 
was swept of the fair villages and buildings which line® 
them—as if those villages, aud those buildings never ha® 
been. During a march so rapid, no ammal existing La 

its path, had the least chane of escape, unless watt: 
m sufficient abundance was at hand, into, which be co®’®. 
plunge, and occasionally submerge; and accordingly 
the settlements which were watered by no rivers—or 9 
rivers sufficiently large to afford safety-—the greatest 
[oss of human life was endured. : 
The settlement in rear of Douglastown, that on (B® 

Bartibogue, and another on the sources of the Napa® 

tre of suffering, in consequence of the want of a watefd. 
refuge. ‘The Bartibogue, it 1s true, isa considera f 
river, about sixty feet in average width, but as 0° 
volume of water poured through its hed, is only alt 

autumn of 1825, it-undoubtedly supplied a quantity tod 
scare, in most places, to cover the human body. Be 
low the mouth of ‘the Bartibogue, and a line drawn 
North to the Bay Chaleurs, inconsiderable loss #54 
sustained, either 1a erections, and property of the - 
tlers, or in the natural productions ef the soil. West? 
ward of that line, to the Nipisiqui¢ on the north, sal 
the sources of the Narth West River on the West, 8% 
the buildings, goods, and fences of man, including Nes 
castle and Douglastown, were consumed; and the who'® 
of the standing timber (the exceptions being too incor: 
siderable for notice) was left in its former position; ©. 
form a vast amphitheatre of bleckened, dead, and us 
less forest trees—daily falling, encumbering the EL 

and rendering it almost impassable for man or beast, 
Having said so: much on the effects of fire on!® 

forest lands of this country, inorder to counteract! 
alarm and apprehexsion which an emigrant may the?" 
reasonably entertain, it will be necessary for me to 84% 
thot when fire has once passed through the wood$ 
will rage there no more, unti' the land be recovered with 
a new growth, The terrors and disasters which 
have experienced ia no lenient degree, constitute for he 
present times, the greatest source of security and b? 
piness ta new comers, 
The most surprising phenemenon attending this rapid 

succession of wood is, that where a large tract of "7 
comprising many hundred square miles, has bees“ 
tirely desolated, mn a few years—some times m the S10 
period of two years—young trees will shoot up oh 
vast a distance from living ones of the same SPE eit 
that it seems impossible for the winds to walt t°) 
seeds so fari—we are almost tempted to ha 

ack 

trees are indigenous to this soil, and will spr! 
without seminal origin. The kind: of growth Wo 
often succeeds the hard woods, is, spruce, fir, hem 
and a very thick growth of a bastard species of mall" 
frequently nothing but wild ¢herry, somefimes pre 
and often white birch;— yet, before the fire ec® a 
neither a poplar, nor a cherry tree might ave beed = 

the town of Fredericton, where upwards of forty house#: i 

Government House, a building constructed of wood 

heavy rains, teo abundant to prevent its being forda Re 
in almost any part of its course abeve the tide, in f° 

Ereater 
raja}, 
Bury 


