
R
R
L
 

02 THE GLEANER, &e. 

LITERATURE, &e. 

Description oF ANTWERrR?P— Whoever is desirous of 
secing human ingenuity and human industry most 
successfully’ and most extensively exerted, for the 
purpose of ‘counteracting the injurious effect of one 
of the most powerful and destructive elements, and 
by means the most simple, must visit Holland, and 
more patticularly’ Amsterdam. He will there see and 
admire the simple and’ effectual means that have been 
adopted for the secarity of the town, by oringing the 
waters under complete controul, The whole extent of 
the sea-front, with the quays, and the shipping, is 
protected from injury by a double stockade of strong 
square, wooden posts, known by the name of boomen 
or barriers, cxtending at a distance from the quay 
along the whole line of the city, from the northwest 
to the southest corner, a distance of two miles and a 
balf. These large beams of wood are firmly fixed in 
pairs, with openings between eazh tier, at certain dis- 
lances, to allow ships to pass them to and from the 
quays Of these openings or passages, there are 
twenty-one, all of which are clesed by night; so that 
noth ng can arrive at, or depart from, the quay, till 
they are set open. By means of these barriers, the 
minrious effects of the: waves on the wharf wall, by 
being divided and dispersed, as well as of masses cf 
we driven down from the northward are completely 
ohviated. © Alf the quays, and’ indeed every house in 
Awsterdatn, are built upon piles: and as each of these 
iw a large tree or baulk of timber, of forty of fifry 
fret in length, some idea may be formed of the ex- 
penre of building in Amsterdam, as well as of the 1m- 
wmenge quantity of timber that must have been bough: 
thither tor this purpose alone. [t js recorded that the 
number of piles on which the old Town House, now 
the Royal Palace, is built, amounts*to thirteen thousand. 

irdeed the industry of che Dutch is not to be surpassed; 
and 1t is exercised with grest skill and ingenuity. 
hut nlso with indefatigable persevsrenca: otherwise 
ihiey never could have succeeded in accomplishing such 
great undertakings with such small means. On no 
ocesaion, perbaps, is the ingenuity and perseverance 
mre displayed than in the means employed in con- 
quering. the waters.ot the ocean; and in bringing under 
soijection the rivers, lakes, and canals with which 
they are surrounded on either side, by means of siuices, 
drawng, “ditches, and windmills, of the last of which, 
‘or these'and ‘other purposes, such as sawing wood, 
grinding eorn, and crushing seeds for oil; the number 
in the vicinity of allitheir towns and cities is perfectly 
astonishing. ‘These windmills are remarkable objects 
on the Boulevards of Amsterdam. There are no 
less than thirty bastions. in the line of fortication on 
the land side, and on each bastion is a windmill, os 
a description larger than common, for grinding corn, 
and qther purposes. It is whimsical enough that, sur- 
rounded as they are with water ot every side, there 
is not a watermill in the whole country, It suited 
their purpose better to raise a contention between the 
elements, by employing the wind to drive out the 
water. © Necessity, indeed, taught the Hollander this, 
for if it were not for the complete subjection in which 
the waters are held by this and other means, the city 
of Amsterdam might at any one moment be submerged. 
‘Tha idea of such a calamity, happening to. a rity 
which ‘is stated te cestain near two handred theusand 
inhabitants, calls for every precaution that can be 
put in practice to avert it. Of this number of mhahi- 
tants, consisting chiefly of Calvinists; Catholics, Luther- 
ans, and Jews, by far the grater part are engaged in 
some kind of commerce or another; few of them in 
manufactures, except such as are in every-day use, 
and for bome consumption. Many of the artisans and 
the poorer classes inhabit the cellars under the houses 
of the more opulent, and a great many ‘reside con- 
stantly on the water, in comfortable apartments built 
on their trading vessels, more particularly those ems 
ployed in the inland navigations. In this and many 
other respeets, the Dutch bear a strong resemblance 
o the Chinese, like this industrious and economicaj 
race, they keep their hogs, their ducks, snd their do- 
mestic animals constantly on board. Their apartments 
ate kept in a state of great neamess; the women ems 
ploy themselves in all the domestic offices, snd are 
assiduous in embellishing their ttle sitting-rooms with 
the labours of the needle. and many of them have little 
gardens of tulips, hyacinths, anemonies, and various 
other flowers. Some of these vessels are of great 
length but generally narrow, suitable to the canals 
and sluices of the towns: Each vessel is generally 
navigated by the members of ene family, of which 
the female part is by no means the least useful, 
nothing being more common than to see the women 
steering, poling, bavling the ropes, or employed 
on some other duties of the craft. —Family Tour. 

Extract from a Poem by Professor Wilson, entitled 
“A Dream or TE HicHLANDS.” 

IMAGINATION. 

Along Imagination’ air serene 
And-on her sea serene we fly or float, 

Like Birds of Calm that with the moonlight glide 

Semetimes upon the wing, sometimes with plumes 

Folded amid the murmur of the waves, 

Far up among the monntains to the head 
Of somé greot Glen, enamour’d of the green 

And flowry solitude of inland pence. 

Yet there the birds oi calm soon find that mists, 

And clouds and storing, and hurricanes belong 

Not to the sea alone: as we have found 

That, in the quiet regions of the Soul, 
Removed, as we did dream, from sorrow far 

And sin, there yet are dolefal visitings 

Of Sin and Sorrow both. But as the Birds, 

Returning to the Ocean, take with them 

All the sweet memories alone, and forget 3 

The blasts that to their native haunts again 

Bore them away reluctant, nor do fear 

Another time to let themselves.be borne 

On the same waftings back to (he same place 

Where they had wheel’d about so happily, 

Or an the greensward walk’d amorg the lambs; 

Even so do we on our return to Life 

Tumultuous even far more than is the Sea, 

Take with us all the sweetest memories 

Of that still place which we had visited 

In our calm-Joving dreams, forgotten all 

Or but remember’d dimly the distress 

That even there did come to trouble us; 

Nor loath, but earnest, even most passionate 

To wind our way back to the solitude 

®nce more, and there relapse into the bliss 

That once =o softly breath’d o’er Innocence. 

From a Poem by the Hon. Mrs, Norton, entitled 
“ rue Unpying One.” 

Description of an English Cottage on a Sabbath morning, while 
the inmates are atchurch; 

“A lowly eot 
Stood near chat calm and consecrated spot. 

I enter’d it:—the morning sunshine threw 
Tts warn bright beams upon the flowers that grew 
Around it and within it—'twas a place 

So peaceful and so bright, that you might trace 

The tranquil feelings of the dwellers there; 
There was wo taint of shame, or crime, or care. 
On a low humble coach was softly laid 

A little slumberer whose rosy head 

Was guarded by a watch-dog; while I stood 

In hesitating, half-repentant mood, 

My glance still met his large bright watchful eye 
Wandering from me to that sweet sleeper nigh. 
Yes, even to that dumb animal I seem’d 
A thiog of crime; the murderous death-light gleam'd 
Beneath my brow; the noiseless step was mine; 
I moved with conscious guilt, and his low whine 
Responded to my sigh, whose echo fell 
Heavily—as "twere loath within that cot to dwell.” 

Description oF ROTTERDAM, WHICH 18 A SPECIMEN 
oF Durce Cities 1x Gergrarn —It is not very d.ffi- 
cult to give a general idea of Rotterdam; but the ef. 
fect which is altogether produced on a stranger, who 
for the first time, has visited a Dutch eity. is not so 
easily to be convayed, ‘Ine ground plan of the city 
is that of a triangle, the base being the quay we have 
mentioned. stretching along the river, in jts whole 
length about a mile and a quarter, according to the 
plan, the central portion of which is the ¢ Boomtjes,’ 
oceupying, as before said, about three quarters of a 
mile: and a perpeadicular, drawn from it to the oppo« 
site extremity, may he somewhat less than a mile. 
Through the middle of most of the streets runs a straight 
canal, bordered by large, lofty, and healthy trees, — 
oaks, elms, and lime-tress, chiefly the latter; and all 
these canals are, or at least were, crowded with ship 
ping of every conceivable size and form. They are 
crossed by numerous draw-bridges, which, mixed 
with the shipping, the trees and the houses, have a 
very picturesque effect. Between the trees and each 
of the canals is the quay, which is of a width sufficient 
for shipping, landing, and receiving all articles of 
merchandise; and withia the 1ow of trees is the paved 
street for carts, carriages. and horses; and between 
this egax, and extending close to the fronts of the 
houses, is a paved footpath of bricks. or clickers, as 

Cor — 

are for the sole use of foot passengers, but, unlike 
ours. are not raised sbove the level of the street. 
will readily be imagined, that in these canal-streels 
with 2]l the shipping, there will be an incessant bus= 
tle. The houses are generally on a large scale, and 
lofty, in many of the streets they are really elegadt. 
But belonging, as they do, chiefly fo merchants ab 

tires on the ground: floor, and frequently exwend far 
behind, while ‘he family is contented to occupy the 
apper stories. With all this, however, nothing cal 
exceed in clesniiness ‘every part of the exterior © 
hose houses. Here we observed, as in Antwerp thal 
the women were constantly employed in washing he 
walls, the doors, the window-shutters, and wmndowh 
by means of small pumpsengines, or with pails, mop 
and scrubbing-brushes, and. when engaged in Ibis 
operation, they are seldom deterred from pursuing 
their task of brushing, scrubbing, or dashing water 

fall. In fact. a Dutchman’s bouse externally is 49 
neat a8 paint and water can make it: nor are bey 
less neat and clean in the interior. ‘The foors, in 
general, are so scrubbed and polished as scarcely 9 
allow one to walk upon them with safety.—Family 
‘Tour, 

Cuance.— Constant change 1s the feature of socie- 
ty. The world 1s like a magic lantern, or the shifting 
scenes in a pantomime. Ten years convert the po 
pulation of schools into men and women, the young into 
fathers and matrons, make and mar fortunes, and bury 
the last generation but one. Twenty years convert 
infants into lovers and fathers and mothers, render 
youth the operative generation, decides men’s fortunes 
and distinctions, convert active men into crawling dri- 
vellers, and bury all the preceding generation. Thirty 
years raise an active generation from nonentity, change 
facinating beuties into bearable old women, convert lo- 
vers into grandfathers, and bury the active generation, 
or reduee them to decripitude and imbeeilty. Forty 
years, alas! change the face of all society; infants are 
growing old; the bloom of youth and Leauty has passed 
away; two active generations have been swept away 
from the stage of life, names so cherished are forgotten 
and unsuspected candidates for fame have started from 
the exhaustless womb of nature. Fifty years! why 
should" any desire to retain affections from matuity for 
fifty years? It is to behold a world they do not know, 
aud to which they are unknown; it 1s to live to weep 
for the generations passed away, for lovers, for parents 
for children, friends in the grave; it is to see every 
thing turned upside down by the fickle hand of fortune, 
and the absolute despotism of time; it 1s, in a word, to 
behold the vanity ot human life in all the varieties of 
display. 

MAXIMS BY A MIDDLE AGED GENTLEMAN. 
Never proffer your services to see a stranger home 

who 1s Bacchi plenus, for after pulling your shoulders 
from their sockets, in efforts to support him, or rolling 
yeu in the mud when he chooses to refresh therein him- 
self, it is ten to one but he charges you with picking his 
pockets of something he ne ver held in fee in his life; 
or else abnses you fer refusing to .see him to kis door, 
though it 1s five miles further out of your way, and you 
have conveyed him six. Above all, if he looks married 
never see him quite home. 1 need not explain why. 

In conversation, eschew that poor penny farthing 
pedantry of suggesting etymologies, and be'ng curious 
about the erigin of this or that expression. Words are 
the current coin of conversation; take them ss they are 
told down to you, and pay them away as they are de- 
manded. It would be as rational fora man to be cu- 
rious to know through what hands every shilling in bis 
purse had passed, as whence this word 1s derived, and 
whence the other. 

Avoid quetations, unless you are well studied mn 
their import, and feel their pertinence. My friend —— 
the other day looking at the skeleton of an ass which 
had been dug out of a sandpit, and admiring and won< 
dering at the structure even of that despised animal, 
made a very mal-adroit use of one. ¢ Ah! said be 
with the deepest humility, and a simplicity worthy of 
La Fontaine. ¢ we are fearfully and wonderfully mad» 
Do not allow your friend, becsuse he cannot con- 

vince you, and you have convinced him against bis 

they are called. set edgewise, which, hke our trottoirs 
will, to compress your nostrils, or kick you out of wis 
chambers, for if you cace allow such liberties, these 18 

tradesmen, their workhouses, or megazies are some J 

by the heaviest showers of rain that may happen 10 
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