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THE CATACOMBS OF PARIS. 

On the Tth of April, 1786, the celebrated catacombs of Paris 

were eonsecrated with great solemnity. 
For many centuries Paris had only ene public place of iater- 

ment, the ¢ Ceinget des Innocens,”’ originally a. part of the 

royal domains lying without the walls, and given by one of the 

earliest French Kings as a burial place to the citizess, 1 an age 

when interments within the city were forbidden. 

the convers of this ‘ground into a cemetery, individuals were 

allowed to b their friends in their cellars, courts, and gardens. 

and interments frejuenrly took place in the streets, on the high 

2, and in the public fields. = Philip Augustus enclosed it, in 

86, with high walls, and, the population of Paris gradually 1n- 

this cemetery was soon found ausufficient. ~ In 1218, it 

rre de Nemours, mishop of Pare, and from 

thier" enlargement of its precincts was made. 

eration being piled upon one, another witain 

, the inhawitants of the weighbouring parishes be- 

teenth. cer to complain of - the great ingonve— 

nignce and danger to which they were exposed; diseases were 

unputed to sy a mass of collected putrescence, tainting . Ure air 

bs exhalation, and the waters by filtration; and meassres for clear- 

ing out the cemetery would have been taken in the middle of the 

sixteenth century, if disputes between the bishop and the parlia- 

ment bad not:prevented them. *'I'o save: the credit of the burial- 

ground wwvellous power -of consuming bodies in the short 

space of nine days was attributed to, it Thicknesse speaks of 

several burial-pits in Paris,of a prodigious siZe and depth; in 

which the dead bodies were laid side by side, without any earth 
till the ground tier was full; then, and not 

yer of earth covered them, and another layer 

till, by layer upon layer, -and dead upon deed, 

»d, ‘These pits were emptied once in thirty or 

ones deposited in what is called, “ le Grand 

18,”” an arched gallery, which surrounded the 

¢ grave-digger, Francois Pontraci, bad, by 

ss than thirty years, deposited: more than 
Tt was calculated that, since the 

mterred 

1 

ran, in the | 

the holé was § 
foriy years, and tl 

metery. 

+; 1,200,000 bodies had been 

e counsil of stats decreed thatthe ~* Cemetery des 

should be cleaved of tts dead, and converted mto a 

er the canoaical forms, which were requisite in 
bserved. fhe archbishop, in con- 

formity, issued 7 sree for t ression and eva cuation of the 

e ‘Le work went oa without intermission, till at was 

pended during the hot months; and it was resumed 

ertion soon as “the season's permitted. 

the work ; carried on by torches and 
ve been of fmost impressive character; 

ses, monuments,” demolished ‘edifices, 
sand the labourers moving about 

ht, ander a clouz of smoke. 

have been hh cases, sl 

neter 

yar 

aid to 
seen sive 

in the 

It unately happened that t was no difficulty in finding 

> proper receptacle for the remains thus disinterred, ‘The stone ptac 
ancient edifices of P was derived from quarries openec 

cidents aronsed ention of the government. 

£0 

very that the churches, palaces, and mest of the southerr 

‘is. were undermmed, and in imminent danger o 

sinking inte the pit below. them. <A special commission was ap 

pointed in 1777, to direct such works as might be required. Th 

o was exemplified on the very day tha necessity of the undertaki 
he commission was 

inetv-one feet below the level of its court-yard. 

) whole of 
laces, and buildings ofall kinds, whieh wer 

engulph It appeared that the pillars whic 

sxamioed 

ees -too weak for 
ad the 

tn many pl: 
1 in most plac e, a weight abov 

, perhaps, 
In some instances they had given way, in othe 

f had dipped, and threate w fall; ‘and, in others, gr 

s had fal The aqueduct -of ‘Arcues), which pa 

, sooner or later, have happened to this wate 

3 1 woul 
and have filled the avi ions with water. 

n into catacombs originated with M. Lenoir, lieutenan 

{of the police. His proposal foc removing the dead fro 

Cemetery des Innocens was easily entertained, beca 

cle so convenient, and so unexceptionable 

was ready to receive them. 
Plaine de Mont Souris was allotted for this purpose, and a ho 

known by the name of ¢ La Tombe Isoire,”” or Isouard {from 

famens robber, who once infested that neighbourhood), on the o 

e 

road to Orleans, was purchased, with a piece of ground adjoin- | 

d the first operations were to make an entrance Into the 
steps, and te sink a well 

mgs an 

by aflight ef seventy-seven o 
face, down which the bones might be thrown . 

vars 

from the st Mea 

time, the workmen walled off that partof the quarries which was 

designed for the great charnal-house, opened a communication be- 

tween the upper and lowey vaults, and built pillars te prop 1 

roof. When all these necessary preliminaries had been complet- 

ed, the ceremony of censecrating the intended cat
acombs was per- 

the removal from the cemetery formed; and on the same day 
began. 

All the crosses, tombstones, and monuments, which were not re- 

claimed by the families of the dead, to whem they beleaged, were 
to la Tombe carefully removed. and placed in a fieid belonging 

Isoire. ~Many leaden coffins were buried in this 
them contained the remains of Madame de Pompadour. 
wings were cendueted wish the greatest decorum, but, daring 

field; one 

Previously to | 

like Cet 

- Bievre, and worked from time imme: 
nan working where and how he 

gerous to proceed farther It was only 

I 1e quarries extended under a 

t part of the city, till ‘the year 1774; when seme alarming ac- 

I They were then 

an veved and plans of thenrtakeny and the result was the fright— 

2 . 

installed: x house in the Rue d’Enfer sunk 
Engineers then 

the ‘quarries, -and propped , the streets, 

in their blind eperatiens, without | 

the enormous 

elves been undermined, 

had been erected upon ground which had previeusly 

ground, had already suffered shocks, ard an 

have cot off its supply from the fountains bv wh 

\ was the state of the quarries when the thought of cenver— | waters. 

a re- 
in all respects, 

That part of the quarries under the ['Allee de Job, &¢ 

Thus far, 

revolution, Ja Tombe Isoire was seld as a nationai domain, the 
leaden coffins were “melted, and all the monuments destroyed. 
The catacombs received the dead from other eemeteries, and 
served also as receptacles for those who perished in popular cem- 
motions of massaere. 

Upon the suppression of the convents and various c¢hurcnes; the 
remains discovered in them were remo-ed and deposited in “this 
immense charnal-livuse, but, from the breaking out of the revotu- 
tion, the works re discontinued, and so'much neglected, that, 
in many places, the soil fellin, and caokedup the communicatio 

water entered by filtration; the roof was cracked in many places 
and threatened fi downfalls; and the bones themselves lay in 

immense heaps, wingled with the rubbish, nd blocking up" the 
way* In 1810 a regular system of piling up the bones was adopt- 
ed. To pursue his plans, the workmen had to make galleries 
through the bones, whieh, in soe p aces, lay above thirty yards 
thie It was necessary alse to provide for a circulation “of air. 

1 the atmosphere having beer rendered unwholesome by the quantity 
l'ef animal remains “which had “been introduce The manner in 
which this was effected was singularly easy The wells which 

supplied the houses above with®water were snk below the” quar- 
riese and formed, in those excavations, so many round towers. 

{ M. de Thury merely opened the masonry of these walls, and 
luted into the opening the upper half ofa broken bottle, with the 
neek outwards; when fresh air was wanted, it Was only neces— 

sary to uncork some of these bottles. Channels were “made to 
carry off the water, steps contracted (rom the lower fo the upper 

excavation; pillars erected in good taste te support the dangerous 
parts of the root, and the skulls and bones were built up along the 
walls. 

« 

‘I'here are two entrances to ‘he catacombs, the one towards 
the west, near the barrier d’Enfer, by which visiters are admu- 
ted; and the ether to the East, near the old road to Orleans, which 
is appropriated to the workmen and persons attached to the es- 
tablishment. The staircase descendiog to the catacombs consists 
of ninety steps, and, after several windings, leads to the western 
gallery, whieh 1s under, and in a perpendicular line with trees on 

the western side of the Orleans road. From this gallery several 
others branch off in different directions. That by which visiers 
senerally pass extends along the works beneath the aqueduct 
d’Arcueil, and brings them tw the galiery da Pont Mahon. A 
soldier, named Decure, who had accompanied marshal Richelien 
mn his expedition against Minerca, being employed in these quar- 
ries, discovered a small excavation, to which he sunk a staircase, 

and descended there to take his meals, instead of aecompanying 

the other workmen above ground. At his leisure heurs, Deeure, 
who had been long a prisoner at the forts of the Port Mahan, 
employed himself, from 1777 to 1782 in carving a plan of that 
pert. - When it was finished. he formed a spacious vestibule, 
adorned with a kind of Mesaic ofblack flint. To eomplete his 
work, this ingenious man determined to ¢onstrnet a staircase, but, 
before he had completed it, a mass crushed him 

jonsly as to occasion his death, e following inseription, 
ed in the gallery du Port 

of stone fell and 

SO se 

upon a table of black marble, is; 

Mahon: — 

> fut commience en 1777 
lit Reatisejour de Sa Majeste, 

3 et fini'en 1782, 
Par Decure, t 

1 Decure’s stone table and benches are still preserved in the 
quarry which he called his saloon. = At a short distarre from this 
spot are enormous fragments of stone (Logan-stunes?) sol nicely 
balanced, on a base ha ding a point, that they rock with 
every blast, and seem to t! en the beholder. = About a hun 
dred yards from the gallery ¢ ahon, we fall azain into the 
road of the catacombs. On ti ght sice is a pillar formed of} 

dry stones, entirely covered with incrustations of grey and yellow 
, | ¢8lcareeus matter, and 100 yards further on is the vestibule “of the 
{ eataconsbe. It ie of an actagonal form. On the sides of the dvor 

are two stone benches, and two pillars of the Tuscan order. 
{ The vestibuleope to a long gallery, lined with bones from 

the floor to the roof. The arm, leg, and thigh bones are in front, 

closely and regularly piled together, and their uniformity is re- 

lieved by three rows ufskulls at equal distances. Behind these 
are thrown the smaller benes. This gallery eonducts “to several 

rooms, resembling ehapels, lines with bones variously” arranged:; 
and inthe centre, or in niches of the walls, are vases and altars 
some of which are formed of bones, and others are ornamented 
with skulls of different sizes. Some altars are of an antique 

farm, and composed of the soiid rock. 

e 

t 

[: 
h 

Among the ornaments ia a fomtain, m which four golden fish | 

imprison They appear to have grown in this unnatural 
situation; three of them hav tamed their brilliant color, but 

some spols have appeared upao the four, which render it probable | 

that exclusion from light may produce, though mere slowly, the} 

same effect upon them that it does upon vegetable The spring 

rises here was discovered by the workmen; basin was} 

for their use, and a swbterranean aqueduct’ carries ofil the 
ms 

t- The different parts of the catacombs are named, with strange 
wm | incongruity, from the author of the purport of the inscription 

w is placed there. Thus, there is the Crypta de la Verite.the 

Crypta de la Mortetde I Eternite, and the Crypta de Neant, the 

a) _ There are different calenlations as te the number of bones col- 

a | fected in the catacombs. It is, however, certain that they contain 

Id {the remaius of at least 3,000,000 of human beings. 

FROM THE ATHENZEUM. 

THE LOST BRIDE. 

In vain the solemn shades 
No earthly light pervades, 
Shrouds thy sad fate from every human eye; 
Fancy ber aid intrudes, 
The awful pall removes, 

And bids my shuddering soul the fatal truth desory. 
MRS LAWRENCE. 

BENEATH the Indian waters, 

Where rocks of coral sleep, 

One of the West’s bright danghters 

Is gone down to the deep. 

For isles beyond the billow 

She sailed in bridal glee, 

And now she makes her pillow 

In cold caves of the sea. 

The couch wlicre she reposes 

Is many a monster’s lair; 

And, for wreaths of summer roses, 

The sea-weed wraps her hair! 

Bright coral rocks are round her, 

And where she sleeps are pearls; 

But ber mother, if she ‘found ber, 

Would not know her raven curls. 

Now other ships glide over, 

Where one as strong went down, 

Bearing many a. youthful rover, 

Who feared no tempest’s frown; 

With g>ld and glad hearts laden, 

A thousand barks may be, 

Yet bear no brighter maiden 

Than the ene deep in the sea! 

Miss JEWSBURT. 

FROM THE UNITED SERVICE JOURNAL. 

THE SAILORS SONG. 

My bouading bark!" I fly to thee! 

I’m wearied of the peopled shore! 

I tong to hail the swelling sea, 

ily home of liberty once mere! 

A’sailor’s life of reckless glee, 

That oNLY Is the life for me! 

I was not born for lighted halls, 

"Or the gay revel’s palling sound; — 

MY music is, when OcEAN calls, 

And echoing rocks the cry resound! 

Thefwad’ring sailor’s life of glee, 

Taar odly is the lile for me! 

1 was not born for fashion’s slave, 

Or the dall city’s drudging strife; 

Be mine, the spirits stirriag wave, 

And hardy sailor’s careless life; 

A life of freedom on the sean— 

That only is the life for mx! 

MRS. CORNWELL BARON WILSON 

Dissetvrion oF ‘THE LoNe Parrramest. —At 
length Cromwell fixed on his plan to procure the dis.. 
solution of Parliament, and to vest, for a tune, the 
sovereign authority in a council of forty persons, with 
himself at their head. It 'was his wish to effect this 
quietly by the votes of the Parhiament—his réselu! on 
to effect it by open force, if such votes were refused. 
Several meetings were held by the officers and mem- 
hers, at the lodgings of the lerd—general, in Wiittehall. 

S§' John and a few others gave their assent: the rest, 
under the gmdance of Whitelock and Widringten, de— 
clared that the dissolution would be dangerots, and 

the establishment of the proposed countil unwarrant— 
able. In the meantime, the house resumed the con- 
sideration of the new representative body; and “several 

An Indignity. —A medical man who kad just return- 

ed from setting the broken leg of an Arab, gave the 

following anecdote: —¢ The patient, said the doctor, 

he | ¢ cqmplained more of the accident which had befallen 

him than 1 theught becoming one of his tribe. This 1 
remarked te him, and his answer was truly amusing. 

¢ Do net think, dector, I should have uttered one word 

of complaint if my ewn highbred cclt, m a playful kick, 

had broke both ny legs; but to have a bone broken by 

of | the brute of a jackass, is too bad, and I will cemplain.’’ 

n- 

the | — Sketches of Persia. 

qualifications were voted, to all of which the officers 
ra'sed objections, but "chiefly to the ‘“ admission of 

members,”’ a project to strengthen ‘he government by 
the introduction of the Presbyterian interest. «¢ Ne- 

ver,” said Cromwell, ‘“shall'any of that -judgment 
who have deserted the geed cause be admitted to 
power.” Onthe last meeting,’held on the 19th of 
April, all these points were Jong and warmly debated. 
Some of the officers declared that the Farhament must 
be dissolved © one way or other; but the general check 
ed their indiscretion and précipitancy; and the assem 


