The EGleaner, &e.

817

g (el o8 g
wrts of wnassisted remembrance could never have ace|belp. Noise and confusion spread around, and the roaring stream

. : . ‘ ising kly ad i hicl oy had been sleeping
B #oed. in o waking hauss: . In sheaking, of B L e idbacytoc spmsting il an S opor s mAs o
‘d, we have a striking instance of the absence of "
Slllrpl‘l'se. We almost never wonder at beholding indx-‘ A moment after, a blazing iight \xr:n“n‘ the r:earcst‘h‘nll rssc. h.%‘,e a
Vidualg whom we yet know in eur dreams, te hav.e even | }jlﬂji@‘r’ (!n‘eck thetr steps, ard thither the Ambassadors were

\ ed by the Huns,

fﬁen buried far years We sec them among us, we| Mene
i€ar them talk, and associate with them on the foet-
g of fond cempanienship,  Still the circumstanse
40es not strike us with wonder, nor do we attempt to
decount for it.  Frequen ly, however, we are not aware
Eh}t the dead whe appear before us are dead in reali
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the rain, added to the disturbance and fear of the scene.

i 1e had provided for the safety of his horses and
| attendants, followed the rest. As he approached the light, he saw,
‘ figurei of several Huns supplying a large fire of dry reeds
’ fresh fuel, that it had beeu raised on purpose to guide any
f tr lers overtaken by the storm, to a place of shelter and repose.
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seated by a cheerful hearth, at which a yeung widow, the w iAl'.: of
tisla’s dead brother, Bleda, was busy in the gentle cares of hos-
pitality. Along the extreme side of the apartment was drawn a
line of Scythian slaves, armed as becanie those whe waited on the
widew of a king, and as Menenius entered, their rank was just
closing, after having giving exit to a form which made the Thra-
cian chief etart forward, as his eye caught the last flutter of her
retiring robes. ¢ Who passed?’—he “exclaimed sbruptly, for-
:ting in the anxious haste of the mement, all idle ceremony,

{ assed but now?’—*¢ Ella, the daughter of the King, and
2.’ was the reply. The heart of Menenius sunk, and
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truth that there was anothel 25t of such a mien about to be ad-
ded to owr nearth, or she would have staid to psur the camus and
| the mead. Much would she g ieve were she not hear to shew that
art of hospitali And Bleda’s widow sent a maiden te tell
i Menenius, the Azimantine cnief, sat by the fire un-
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in a moment overthrown. Drenehed | ¢ Attila the kipg!” exclaimed a voice ¢

peror direagiged themselves
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faihing paviilicns, and called loudly for | he light of the pinewsed to: I

of the Scythian, and gave fo these grim and powerful lince a
sterner eharaeter and fiercer shade. }gis voice was gentle, how~
ever; and, seating himself on the couch, he spoke with werds
which had in them the tone of mashared, undisputed, unlimited au-
thority, but elevated by the consciousness of mental greatness, and
tempered by admiration and esteem,

¢ Chief of Azimantium,’ said the Hun; ¢ while the slaves of a vain
and treacherous king waijt long ere they are permitted to breathe
the same air with Attila, the King of nations disdains mot to visit
the leader of the brave. Mark me, thou chief of the last sons of
Greece! The sword of thy country is taken—the sceptre of thine
emperors passed away.. The seed is gathered which shall sow
grass m the paluces of kings—the clouds are collected which
shall warer the harvest of desolation. Greek, I boast not of my
victories—it sufficeth Attila to eonquer. But calmly, reasenably
measure thy people against mine, and think whether the smail
baiid of Azimantians, were they all inspired by the God of battles
with courage like thine own, could save the whole of degenerate
Greece from the Immumerable and warrior people of the north.
What—what can Azimantium do, all unsupperted,against a world?*

¢ Each son ef Azimantium,’ replied Menenius, ¢ can offer up a
hecatomib of Seythian strangers, and give his soul to heaven upon
the wings of victory. This w.ll Azimantium—and then—perish
Greeeel”

A shadow passed acrossthe Monarch’s brow.

¢ Be not too proud,” he eaid, ¢ be not too 'proud! A better fat
may yet befall thy city and thy laed. So well does Attila love
Azimantiom, that he claims her as hisown frem the Greek euie
peror; and to win her citizens te willingness, he offers his daugh-
ter—his loved—his luvely daughter te her chief. Pause!’ he ad-
ded, seeing the quivering of Menenius’ lip; ¢ pause and think!
Reply not! but remember that thus may Greece be saved—that the
safety or destruction of thy land is upon thy tongue. Pause, and
let the sun rise twice upvn the meditation of thine answer.”

Thus spoke the monarch, and in a moment afier, the Aziman-
tine chief was onee move left to selitude. Deep and bitter was

[ the smile of contempt that curled the lip of Menenius; for in the

proud glory of his own heart, he forgot how low Greece had
fallen amengst the people of l(!)c earth, aud in the imperishable
memory of his love, the mention of zm‘ullm.v" bride was but as the
raving of insanity. *¢ l!—f-!‘-—Mencn s of Azimantium—I wed
the daughter of the barbarianl I become a subject of the Hun!—I
forget Honoria!’

Another doy went down, and Menenius, with the @recian am-
bagsador, was seated in the halls of Attila, at ths banquet whic
the proxd menarch gave at once to the envoys of the Eastern and
Western empire. On a raised platform in the midst of the hall
was the couch and tublg of Attila, covered with fine linen and
preciclous stuffs, while fifty small lables. on erther side were spread
out for the guests, invited to the royal feast, An epen space was
before the beard of the monarch, and behind him the hall was
filled was a dark faytastic crowd of guards, and attendants, and
barbarian slaves. On the same couch with Attila sat his daegh-
ter Terne,—that beautiful daughter whom Menenius had beheld at
the dwelling of Bleda’s widew; and as the Azimantine chief passed
by, and poured the required Jibation to * Attila the brave,” the
maiden’s eyes fixed motionless on the ground, and the blood r
fast into ker cheek, like the red morning sun risjng up in the p:
twilight sky. Menenius passed on :mc:h:mggd and eold, and touk
his place with Maximin, the ambassador of Theodosius.

The fate of Attila was plain and rude, but the tables of his
ouesis were spread with all that the fearful Juxury of Rome itself
éuuhl have culled from earth and sea. Ere long the cuplearec
filled the golden goblet, and the menarch, rising from his couch,
drank to Beree, the bravest of the Huns. Again, afier a pause,
he rose, but the cup was given hiw by his daughter, and Attila
draik to Monenius, the bravest ot the Greeks! Wuick and spar!
ling flowed the mead, and then an old grey man poured to the
wild chords of a barbarie lyre, a song of triumph and of batties,
while atevery close he proclaimed :’\‘Hi'lel’l brida! day. At lengti
a bright troop of young and happy maidens led in, surrounded by
their linked arms, three brighter than themselves, from whowm
the Monareh of the Neorth was about te choose a new partner foe
his mighty throne. Their faces were veiled; but through the long
white robes that clothed them shene out that raaiant light of gra
and beauty which nothivg can cenocal. Slowly,and as 1f reluct
ant, they were brought inte the Menarch’s presence.

Why quivered the lip of Menenius? Why strained his eye upon
that first veiled figure? The veil is gon i m! Te him she

e

—Te him!

stretches forth her hands'—The table and ‘banquet is dashed (o
atoms at his feet, »nd Honorja is in Menenias’ arms.
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> brave and mighty 1 he added with a{rown, ¢ who v
he sworil aganst asiugle Greek, there be but ten who will meét
me brow to brow in the battle plain, I will write itin their blood
that I nin neither slave nor traitor, but a bold wan, whe dar to
¢ciaim aond defend his own??
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Fierce wrath, stern revenga. mujestie admiration, had swept
over the countenanee of Attila, like the broken masses of a reut
thunder eloud hurled over the ky thé suceeding blast < Hold "
he cries, ¢ Warriors! putop your swords. Chiefuf Azimuntum?
you reb me of a bride; but if this be the eaptive you have come tv
seek, Atula’s word ig'given, and safely. surely, she shall be re-
turned to her home, were she as iovely as the uioon.” But with yeu,
Greek, with your companions, Maximin, Urisens, ‘and Vip',n.r
the kmg has'stiil te eeal, and, after what hids hatlaller
peet nathing more than jestice.” As
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