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THE GLEANER,

ON TEMPERANCE. !
Concluded.

T shall, render this position: obvious by a familiar 1ilustrxtion.
Uppose my hoy were  to becewe the companion «fa profine
EWearer—he not being accustomed to “such language, wauld at
first take offence at his companions oaths; but if he eontinned te
Afaciate with himy his abhorrenae wounll diminish by familiarity
With such. ianguage, and by the force of his examplermy boy might
Alse become a swearer.—la thisgasa. the anology would be alive)
edatodhald, sineply because iy Bsy ¢ firét took offsnce at his
‘S0iuipanion’s oaths. - But, suppese Jiwere in the daily habit of
Nsing spirit, and by habitnally giving siny boy & ehare of thém. T
¢herished in him an appetite and love for spirit, and insensibly |
led him, by my example. to'betome a drunkard: ~ In this case the
anology would mot be ailewed “to held, simply beeause my boy |
Instead of taking offence at my ‘drinking might thiak me all the
Whils to be a kind and indulgent father.  But will any man dare i

1

1 affirin, that his first companion inearred goilt, when, by his
fkample, my boy became a swedrer; and yet centend, thatl am
exempted from guilt, though by'my example he becanie a dronk- |
ard? | J¢ were apecversien of the soundest laws and prineiples
of moral rectitude te presume se. The result was the same in
both cases  We both led him into sin,—we both incurred guilt,
and therefore, by the great law of Christian charity, both practices
must be abandoned. It is not merely in the €IVING OFFENCE,
Mt in the causing TO 0P FEND, that the strength and wuthority of
this great principle lie. And hence, the Apestle termwmates the
®ontreversy by a deelaration, which ean neither be weakened by
Mrgument, nor darkened by sephistry, ** If meat made my brother
Worrxxp, I will eat no flesh while the weorld standeth, lest I
Make my brether to oFFEND.”’ And pot less explicit is the
declaration of eur Saviour,  ** Woe unte the world because of
offences! for it must meeds be that offences come: but woe to that
™an by whem the effence cometh. 1t were better for him that =a
"nilstone ‘were hanged about his neek and that he were drewned in
the depth of the sea.”
Ris deelaration requires neither comment nor application, for
Uman argument ean add nething to the weight of Christ’s awthori-
ty. But well may such a declaration eause us to tremble; for
who will say, that the customs and practices, of seciety, in re-
&xrd to the use of spirit, have nethbeen the oceasion of the intem-
Perance of eur people? Who willsay, that our own habits and
example iave not cherished the evil that now wastes and destroys
our country? Shall we make poor drunkards \he seape-goats on
which we lay the burthen of our isiquities, and send them to
perdition te bear the punishment of them? No, we cannet. For
if the pesition which T formerly stated be true, that drunkards are
formed by the practiees of temperate men, that temperate men are
the producers of drunkards, and temperate men are therefore sl
the oceasion of drunkeness, They cabnot eseape from this cen—

Slusion. They may stifle their consciences as they will.  They
Mmay apologize for their eantinuance in: heir praetices as they

Will. Bur THE SIN OF INTEMPERANCE LIES AT THE DOOR
OF TEMPERATE MEN.
And oh, what a powerful and touching appeal dees the great
Pestle make, on this important subject! God iz the supreme
Roed, and to be like unto. God, is the highest perfection of enr
h‘l_lg, and ought to be the unceasing aim of eur souls. He, the
ting against whom we had rebelled, was the very being whe
found out the remedy for recovery, and He gave up his son uate
eath, to redeem our guilty race. When we think of this, the
Appeal of the Apestle ought to come with a resistless energy to eur
earts, ¢ For meat destroy not thy brother, for whom Ciirist died.””
an we be g0 unlike to God, as to destroy these wham he sent to
Tedeem? Shall we hinder and disturb these unseen but gracious
Operations which is earrying forward for the rageneration of eur
World. And if Christ died to save our brethren, shall wecontinus |
1o destroy them by our intemperance? |
6. But, it is said, cannotthe Gospel care the evi]? Why bhas
Mot Christianity arrested its progress? The undeniable faet is, |
Christianity has not dene it; fer the country which mest largely |
€njoys 1ts blessings, has become the mest intemperate. And the |
Problem is easily selved; for Christianity has mever heen breught
10 bear upon the evil. Christianity, has always been made to ad-
dresg yis remonstrances, and to level is denunciatioas against
drunkards: but they geaerally eome too late, and they fell pewer—
ess among them. We forgot—yes, we forgot, that it was in the
*entiments and habits of temperate men that the evil lay. We
"’rgm that eur ewn custems and practices of secial life and hespi-
tality, were the nurseries of drunkards—wera the schools of in-
emperance. [t was against these, that the whoie foree of Chris-
Yanity eught to have been direeted—and then would it have been
Suceessful.  We know the power of the Gespel, but the Gospel
that ceuld not exert its pawer agaimst sin, was nat cenceived te
€Xist.  The Gospel eould never heal, when it was never applied
10 the disease. Aad this alse explains the mystery, why the tracts
Published by ‘Femperance Socisties, werk such a powerful charm,
'"d_produc- such a reformation; while the thousands of trasis/
A2rinst drunkemmess, formerly circulated by Tract Seecieties, were !
Productive of se littlegoed The former tracts were directed to
runkards; but they also gemerally came too late, and they fell
Powerless ameng them; the present are adgdrepred to temperaie

| 'men, where the evil originates, and ameng whom re
! can be effected, and they have been sucaessful.

atery and shuts

The
rone of these instruments arose so° wuch from weakness, as fiom
m'sdirect offerts, Besides, not only drunkards, buta large portivn
of those who have entered the path whieh leads to intemperance,
lie whely without the range ‘()..‘.hl s danity. ;

But these econfederncies inte which we wish them to enter,
can meither be origimated or maintained by intemperate maen,
And ‘this throws us baek again on the femperate members of
society, for establishing and upholding these institutions, and
Ly their influsnes and example to induce their heediess and
istemperate  brethren te unite along with them. And this
furnishes aunther argument in. faveur of Temperanee Socie—-
up temperaie men. to the duty 6f becoming
members. For, in the preseat condition of things, redemption
from the evils of intemperanee cannat be effected but by such
These soeisties; tierefure, instead of superseding

¥ g
or taking the place of Chiistiarity, would become most power-
ful auxiliaries to its s, For they are well fitted teo re-
move many stumbling-blecks ot of the way of its progress
They will bring the wanderers lack within the sphere of its
infiuence.

7. T shall close my notice of ebjectiens, by adverting to a
feeling which indisposes many to enrol themselves as mem-
Lers, because they are required te sign a declaration. From
all that I have observed, I can regard this in no other light
than that of an over-nice scrupulosty, which they can never
well define, nor offer any sslid reasen for.

Seme think they as effcctually eerve (he eanse by acting en
the priaciple, without becoming members. This is a delosion;

F pie, 4

a4 compact,

it wants seme of the essential requisites whieh econstitute the | o . pi .
{ Jand it is s» far otherwise: the smallest incident there whieh re-

strength of our ecanss. It wants the public testimany against
the evil, which forms one af the ehiel elements for couater-
aeting it. 1t divests your example of much of that influevee,
which the simple fact that yeu are a membar, would lead to
it. It deprives s of the advaatage eof that union and cem-
bipatioa, which are faund to give streagth and suecess to e-
very other cause, for it is a leng established waxim, that
“ unien is strength.” There are others who consider it an im-
peachment of their primciples, by inferring that they cannet
keep tnemselves sobsr, withent such an ebligation. It implies
no such iasipwation
and the fact, that it is temperate men whem we principally
wish te become members, repsats such an nsinuation. But,
bave you no sympathy for your weaker brethren who possess
themi not? Many who pscsess no such pringiples »s eaw stay
their minds agawst the iasidivgs allirewents of this deeeitful
enemy. Awad in the absence of such, is 1t not well to anchar
their minds by sueb an obligatien, te prevent temptation from
breaking them away, and driviog them continually on the
quick-sands nf destruction? Many feel this ebligation, when

H ; ; A ;
they would no other; and it is ir the fact that they are mem-

an apselegy by
their

bers (hat their chiefl safety lies. It furnishaes
which they ean resist every solicitation from
tances. 1t fixes their reselation, and settles in their minds,
that they are done with the practice: and thus it terminates
all these haskerings and desires which would hetray them
into evil, There is a power and charm in buiw_) a  member,
which from a fine panapoly of defence to many, who pessess
wo higher principles to protect them,

And will ysu withold ysur aame, and thos disceurage your
weaker brethien (rom eurolling theirs! Oh, if the many goed-
men whe now hang back, were aware of the fearful condi-
tion, inte which our ceuntry has come, they would burst
through all these scrupulosities, and 1ush forward to eor aid.
For intemperance is so debasing the character, destroying the
reason, and depraving the hearts of our people, that a large
pertion of them have come into that conditien in whieh it 1s
morally impessible for Ged to bless them. If he send them
adversity, and blighted harvests, and commereial distress,
they sink under lus curse. If he send them prosperity, and
rich harvests, and commergial suecess, they turn them into li-
centiousness and rebellion agninst bimself; and thus his bles-
sing becomes a curse. If he frown on them, they are carsed—
if he smile on them, they are eursed; for there 18 a transmu-
ting power of evil resting among them, which turns even the
rich beneficeace of heaven inte a eurse. By their intenipe-
rance, also, they have cast themselves almost bheyosd the
means of recevery. They live as much without hepe or de-
sire of future blesseduess, as if no dispensation of grace
ever been revealed to our world. Yes, they live as

much

against these who possess better principles |

aeqan in- !

the intended geod—and thaton the great principle of Christian
charity, it is the dul)f of every man, who loves his brethren, 1o ali-
gtain feom thav which is causing so many ef his brethren to

sin.
And [ know net what unaccountable influence it is, thag

witholds men from doing so, For ifthey have no love of
drink, it cen be no sacrifice (0 them: and well may they blush
lor ikeir beaevelence and Christian spirit, ‘when they will
petsuriendec that, fer the wellare of their brethren, which
they pietend they eare not for, ~And if they have acquired,
er a1e acquiring, a leve of stremg d:ink, or it it has become
necesary to thewr cewflort, then alieady are they under ‘its
insharing influence, and the sgoaes they quit. i1 compleely
znd forever, the bater. KExperieace has shown, that man is
absolutely sate who continues bhabitually to drink. “Every
man' whbo dees 80, places himseif, at least, in the path of the
desiroying angel.

HOME, COUNTRY, ALL THE WORLD.

We love our native home, our native place, onr native Jand.
There is a peculiar and distinct link of attachment belonging to
¢ach of these relationships; but patriotism is the bond ef the whole,
and he whe loves his ceuntry loves his heme and all between., But
AT home, and 1N eur country, this sentiment, like the light of hea-
vem and the air we breathe, is se familiar that we are searcely con-
scious ef its presence, unless reflection be pewerfully awakened
to it by the return of seme national or domestic secasion on whick
we are want to facilitate eurselves and those swhe are dare to us,
i on THIS cause of so much of our mutaal felicity. Ia a swange

{ minds us of what we bave leved from eur childhosd. and left per-
haps for ever, teuches the finest springs of affection; and the sight
of a flower, the sound of a voice, the cast of a countenance, the ¢co—
lour of a garment, the aic of a song may eleetrify both nerve and
spirit, and quicken emstions more deeply transporting than have
ever beea inspired by the scenes and enjoyments themselves which
ure thus overwhelmingly renewed.  TUhe pleasures of memery ure
semetimes, though seldvm, more lively than (he pleasares of hepe,
but they ure always more defined; and the certainty that we ** have
| been blest”? is sometimes still in pessession, which a wise man

]

] woald not exehange fu_r the ulnre‘\l reversion of blessings to - cowe,
{ 1n the pretarious contingencies of life. ‘The farther, too, that we
| are removed from the time and the place of our earliest and sweet-
| est associations, the more they ave endeared to us and the oftence
| resollected, The very sadpess whicnageompanies the remembrance
[ ot * departed joys’” malkes them a thousand times more exquisite.
{ Man ie so little of a hermit by mature, that he runs out of the de-
i solated Island of hisself 1o seek sucial existence inthe hearts of
!his fellows; and, theugh his happiness must ever hegin andend in
;his own bosem, there is ample room within range of his afic
| tions te embrace the whole speeies. [Next, however, to his kiud-
red and frieadw, his neighbours, and th:u s countrymen, claiis
;ths warmest share el his sponaaes s, nay, rall e bis involun-
jtary, esteem; for it bursts outso nau 1y, suddenly, mstnc-
| tively, that he cam hardly say hehas any ehoice, or will, or
. power in the matter, With these, aceording to ciycumsiances,
‘,especially in countries where both are alieas, he cannot help
| ferming new and often intimzte connexionz. It is wonderiuf
!aq well ag amusing te sbserve hew unexpeciediy me
|even in a neighbeuring county, aitracts stragglers, who a
‘kmown or indifferent to each etljer at howme. Two perscns
from the saime village or town, %ho never speak when they
pass im the street, coming together at the other end of the
kingdom excharge salutations almost before they are aware,
and each is right glad to ask or answer, that all fiiends at——
are well Two Enzlishmen, though the @ e he fiom Eer-
wick-on-T'weed and the ether from Peuzance, suddenly en-
countering on the banks of theriver of the Amazen’s, would
exult in the desert as ifa brother had found a brother. Two
Twe Europeans, though one were a German and the other a
Welehman, would shake hands Lke “ auld acquaintance,’ and
vent their joy in gutterals which meither could understand,
were they to start eut of a forest, faceto face, in tre heart of
| Japan. Two inhabitants of this earth, though one were a Ch -

had | Rese and the other a Parisian, lighting atonee on t e TrrA
| ¥imma of the planet Jupiter, woulda see all the world in esch

witheut any divine and healiug influence, as if ne remedial scheme | other’s countenances, and inquire as eagerly fer t'd ng«irom

of mercy had ever been promuligated from heaven. And can you
allow such a state of things to centinwe? We beseech you, by the
temporal and eternal welfare of eur people, to come to onr ad,
and by means of Temperance Socicties, sweep this maral pesti-
lence from our land.

I have finished my observations es these points whieh form the
ehief objectians te Temperance Secieties. I have endeavoured to
expose those fallacies and delusions wlhich seem to hiader tempe-
rate men fram becomiag members of them. [ have endeaveured
to disledge them from all these subterfuges, in which men seek to
shelter themselves (rom their centinuance in those pernicious cus-
toms and practices, which will iaveitably bring our country te
vuia. And if [ have suceeeded in my attempt, jt must be perfect—
ly obvisus that Temperance Soeietics are not temperate men—that
the prigeiple of these Secioties must be total abytinence, to secure

any quarier of i as if there were neta speck on its sur'ace
which was net eomprised in the country, aye, in. the
home of each.—Mr. James Montgomery, in the Awmuler,

Moss Maltrasses—made with fine moss are now
geiting into general use in Kussia and Sweden, They
are filled to a depth of twelve inehes, are very elastic
and wholesome, and the cost of renewing them 1s of
course trifling.

If a fellen or runround be eoming on your finger,
you can do nething better than te soak it thoroughly im

hot lye,




