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THE TWO WIDOWS.

Concluded.

For a week after this, .all went on smoethly; my
poor friend was completely in a fool’s peradise;.he
rode on horseback; wore fashiomable boets, sent to
town fer a coat of the most stylich eut, and talked very
seriously of sporting a Brutus wig and I was afraid 1t
was all over with him, The widow was demure, cau-
tious, and sentimental, seldom spoke louder than a
whisper, and assented to all that was said, appearing
to have neither will ‘nor opmion of her ewn, and
perceived that Sir William was impatient for the ex-
piration of the time which his premise to me bound kim
to wait befors he ‘made his proposals m form. A few
days only before this period would have arrived, I hap.
pened to be at'one of the inns when the Londen coach
arrived, and, among the passengers, I perceived Kree-
man, who hagbeen for many years my stockbroker,
and is a very honest'as well as a very wealthy man
theugh not exactly a gentleman either'in appeatance or
manner, being very shert, very fat, and very florid, and
having a purple nose, which speaks of the devotion of
its master net fo the purple light of leve, but te the
purple juice of the grape, to the free use of which, ad-
ded to the usual city indulgences 1a turtle and venison,
he is indebted for sundry humers which show themselves
1 the form of pimples, te remove some of which was
probably the , occasion of his visit to Harrowgate.
¢ Ah, Mr. Medley,” said he—* glad to meet you here
—Jeft the Bear garden, yeusee, {or a hittle Yorkshire
physic—won’t stay longer than I ean help theugh—
ing moaney like dirt in London, but no use withont
- doctor tald me a fortmght at Harrewgate would
set me up agam;offered him five hundred pounds to
cure me without leaving town—should make double
money by staying, but he says it won’t do, se left
_and lots of invitatiens to venisen dinners, and|
t and hoek, and am sent down here with orders
to eat mutton, and drink Harrewgate water. Hal!
ha! ha!?

The rext morning I met-him at the well, and join-
ed i 1n the walk, having just parted from Sir Wil-
liam 2ad the widow; who were proceeding homewards
¢ Ah.? said he, *“ Isee you know Mrs. Merton—a
widow still, hey! fine woman lhough, but eld birds,
vou knew, (winking his eye,) are not caught with
chaff. "—¢ The laay,” said I, ¢ is still a widew, but
not likely long I fancyle remain so: the gentleman
who is walking ‘with her pays her particular attention,
and T believe 1s likely to succeed.”—¢ What! said
Freoman, ¢ fergot the dear departed, hey!”— Not
altogether,” sard I, for though 1 understood that many
others have failed, yet this gentleman will owe his
success, and his admission 1nte her geod graces, entire—
Jy to his astonishing resemblance to her late husband,
which sffected her most alarmingly the first day she
saw him in this place.” Flere the little steckbroker
burst eut into so violent a shock of laughter, that every
eye was turned on him, and, haviug in his cenvulsiow
dropped s glass of water on the greund, in order te
prevent himse!f from following it, he caught hold of the
shawl of a young lady, who stoed mear him, axd whe,
with looks of extreme terror,left1t m his hand; and
made her escape, probably thinking that he was seized
with kydrophobia. I had enough to do to apslegize
and restore order, but 1t was not till after a seeond

hiea

1 |ina'hurry;but, by the greafest chanee in the world, I

| fellows on earth, and always te hfe of the company, |
just as I was.
| an me; not that I should havecared a pin for it, if 1
{ had heard it in Londen, where I am always busy frem
| morning till night; but whben ene leaves business and
comes to a wateringsplace, oneis always disposed te
fall in love, frem kaving netbing en earth else to do—
and then the yomen allloek sa prelty, and are se well
dressed, and make themselves so agreeable, that I
have more than once felt disposed to make a fool of
myself, and this time I really bad a narrew escape, for
I 'thought sucha handsome =znd loving wife as she
would be likely te make, I might net meet with again

met ‘one of my customers orclients, as our agents call
them, who had formerly been in the army, and, as he
had ‘ceme into a good sum of money by the death of a
relation, I had transacted agreat deal of business fer
him ineur line. He immediately recollected Mrs.
Morten, whose husband had been a lieutemant in the

same regiment with him, and he told me he was a litile,
mean-loeking, brokeg-spirited, “contemptible fellow,
despised by most of the officers, but by no ere so
much as by his wife. whose itselence to him was notieed
by everybody. They Lved the life of a cat and iog,
and her shameful neglect of lim in the illness ~hich ter-
minated his life had expesed her to the severest repre-
hensien, She was the davghter of a country sheps
keeper, had not sixpence of fortune, but had every dis—
pesition to spend a large ane, This account was quite
enough for me; I teok French leave, set off by the
steamspacket, and got to tewn in time fora six-o’clack
dinner, and I ate my roasted duck, and drank my bottle
af port wine, with deubls relish, from the thought that
[ was sti] my swaiman.’—¢ Yeu will,” said I, ¢ have
no objection to repeat to Sir Wilham what yeu have
just nesw said to me.)—¢ Net 1n the least,’ replied he,
< 1 will readily do a geod turn for him, as my friend
at Margate did for me, and really this trick of resem—
blance 1s feo barefaced, and will soen be as common 2s
ring er mopey-drepping.

On our return to the hotel, I communicated to Sir
William 2!l that I had heard, and introduced t» him the
little stoekbroker, who cenfirmed it, Sir William’s
eyes vere opened; ki thanked us both with great sin-
cerity, apd the next morning the barouche and four was
at the doer at an early bour; and while we were at
breakfast, it was amnour¢ed by some of the company |
that Sir William Etherington bad taken his departuie |
from Harrewgate without any inteation of returuing to |
it the present se¢ason. hoted

A few days afterwards, I fell in with General Lum~
ley, whe is, like myself, a frequent visiter to this place.

|
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whole 1dea of earthly felicity iseemed .centred: in her

Well, all thismade some impression | busband; his wish was a law; his ‘sentiments became

hers; she fermed her character en the model of his,
and the result was as perfect domestic bliss, and as
perfect excellenc e of conduct, as are te be attained by
mertals in this world of error. But this was nob to
last; a fever, brought on by ever-fatigue, and cold taken
after a day of riding, terminated the l.fe of Sir Robert
eight years after his marriage, and he left his wife, at
the age ef absut eight-and-twenty, possessed of perfect
beauty, a splendid fortune at her ewn disposal; and
the reputation of having made her husband the happiest
man ‘n the ceunty. For one month after us death she
was seen by ne one; the answer to all inquiries was
that she was net dangersusly ill, but toe unwell tore-
cewve the visits even of her most intimate friends.
At the end of that period she again appeared, but how
changed!—it seemed that the events of a few weeks
had done the wark ef years. Beautiful she still was
though ingrief, and beautiful she is even now in old arre.;
neither sorrow nor time can destroy the perfect symr:e-
try of er form, and the matchless harmany of her fea—
tures; but the face was no longer radiant with happi-
ness, the eyes no Ionger sparkled in the hight and sun-
shine of her felicity; the smile of welcome was no more;
no mere did she advanee with light and joyous step to
meet these who loved her and wished her well, but she
stoed like a monumental figure on the toml’) of the
dead, as pale, ascold, and almest as lifeless. She
spoke not of her feelings herself, but she did not avoid
the subject when introduced by anether. At the mens
tion of her husband a shert eonvulsive spasm, passing
across her face, showed haw her heart vibrated at the
name; but hers was net the grief to find reliefin words
and those who came with the wich to censels her
found that the greatest kindness they could shew her
was to be silent. There was ne parade or affectation
of any sort about her, and nene was shown in her
mourning garb, or in the time of wearing it. She
wore 'the dress of a widow as long, and no longer,
than is uswal, and when she discontinued 1t, her ap—
pearance was, as it ever had been, marked by sun-
plicity and elegance, without show or splendor. At
this period she was surreunded by lovers; few women
I should think, have ever had mere, or more advanta-‘
geous offers, than ske received. She might have added

{ riches to her own wealth, and exchanged her own title

for some that ranked high in the peerage, but to all her
answer was the same— polite, but decisive; every ona
felt that it was final, and. thengh disappointed, few
were offended, One of her admirers, the Nimrod of
the county, a man of rouzh manners and exwberant
spirits, was rallied at a publie dinner on his dismissal

I was relating the above anecdote to him, and we were ! idow i
making ourselves very merry with lhi; od st Eiafsie beaull.gul \vu.(]m, and advised _not to give up the
: urse] l » so easily, and reminded of his own frequently—
stories, of which we eouldz each of us, recollect more|given opinion en the stahility of woman butql p)’ ;
than ene. ¢ Medley,” said he at length, ‘I do no*| phatically declared that sueh calm (l;l’er;ninat' s \;l’r;h
think it quite fair thut we should be se universal n | such unaflected sweetness and gentleness‘ of ol
our satire: there are good and bad of all sorts; there | he had never before witnessed  and lh.e man man?e{r:
are many hundreds of artful scheming weomen, like the { worse than a savage who couI:i sive her mu;. (>
one of whom we have ben speaking; but there are also| uneasiness by hers:venncr in a suit that :;1 ‘,I‘Oh‘“&“d‘ .
many whose ertﬂts aad retiring excellencies shed | clared fruitless,and thatb if he L'r;ew an‘ on:‘\ ha d'ﬁd‘
lustre on th}elr own characters, and would redeem the{so, he would willingly horse;\vb, i )’w ut :‘ o di
faults and follies of their sex; but women eof this esti- | hand. g s it > Miniis ek
mable eharacter are comparatively but httle known;| ¢ Her resolution to remain single beecame el
they do not eximbit themaclves to public view, but it1s| known, and she was freed fikm ﬁ”) aars -1 §EI)fr|a 'Y
in retiroment in the besoms of their families, that we|ers, but she converted them nto ‘fri‘end:y‘:vlzo\ Hl*‘l
must seek them I ean introduce you to a widow |have died to serve her, and admirers and yveue)rut:rosn;;f

burst of laughter, and sundry ehuckles and centortions
of mirth, that he ceuld compese himself sufficiently to
explain to me the cause of the uprear.

¢ Do you really,” said he, ‘mean te say that the
widow has placed her affections on that tall, thin, gen—
tlemanly-looking man, on whese arm she was leaning
when she left the walk, and that it is in consequence
of his resemblance to her late busband?—¢ Exactly
%0, sud [. ¢« Why,” resumed he, after anether eon—
vulsion of laughter, ¢I was once very near being taken
in by this very Mrs. Morton myself; I met her two
years age at Margate, and she was struek at the sight
of me in the same manner: I was the express image
of her departed love, I spoke like him, laughed Ik
bim, and had exaetly his free and jeyous temper, and

whos e censtancy has been unshaken, and whese affec- | he siste oY .

tion has survived the objectof 1t through the changes RSN AR et Rt Sapmmster,
of half a eentury of widowhood. ¢ Well,” said 1,|in her state of wid ; ;

laaghing, ¢ if that1s the case, I may visit her "’ith"“{i miles from her owrr)rwlf’:l?sde, iann\:mllhzt]}?at"tvifx:nP:f“ m:h:li
danger; b“t. when you first spoke I was fearful| her noble fartune entirely in acts ofbenu'iééx-ew ?f’lud

you were going te expose me to the temptation of soma | ship and charity.  You will not hear QfA 1,”' et, B";"ll ;
beautiful Ephesun matron.’—¢ The lady of whom l‘mcetmgs,, but it 1 not her fault ifﬁny cf,uwzr vw":he'n
lpeak,’ fald the genera]? ¢ has been knovfn to me froml\ten miles of her eslate, has nota Bil;lc in ‘l?i' . l Al_
my earliest years; she is now nearly eighty years of | sion: you will net see her namae enrolled in u:e P;?;:L:f
age, and? when I was a mere boy, She was a beautiful | subscribers to Missionary-Soeieties: bl;t she throws all
and admired woman. She was an heiress and an or- jareund her, and on all who are wifhgn the sphere fh ¢
phan, and at about the age of tweaty, was situated near | influence, the hight of Christiamty, while is h aru ov:n
that of my father, in this county. I can remember, | conduct and character she holds fo,rth a brillia l\.

when at heme from the holidays, being taken te visit | ple of »1] that a christian ought to be ik
at Shirley Park, and never have I seen any living crea- | ¢ All the power over affiers that sk derives from

¢ She has now passed rather more than fifty years

she told me that though he had been something toe
much of a bon-vivani, he was one ‘of the best natured

ture se beautiful as was then Lady Shirley, and I have | her wealth, her rank, and her Ry
heard my father say that he never Witnes,sad a wni SIA sl ot 4er Raderatanding, by Resy
ea y r ion { ever uniformly exerted to promote the cause of religion
L

Her{and virtws: she_has established extensive schools «in

whish seemed to afford such perfest happiness.
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