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FROM THE QUEBEC MERCURY. 

CANADA TIMBER TRADE. 
The question respecting the timber trade which 

now occupies the public attention is of such vast im— portance to these Colonies, that perhaps | may be 
permitted to offer a few additional observations, not- withstanding that the subject has been already so much discussed, and so ably handled by others, as bardlyjto leave any thing new to be said upon it. Never- 5 theless it is. by the continued attrition of various and - conflicting arguments that truth is at last elicited. 

Although the principal pat of the following re- ; marks are borrowed from the more able pens of these who have preceded the writer in the field, yet Op ci by their labours, he is anxious to coniribute 
4 Na is mite te the gemeral cause, censidering his exer— 

ent (if lions amply requitted if he should succeed in adding Eswi€ ‘One single argument to those already advanced, or o Mil ©ven in treating them in sach a manner as te place the subject in a different point of view, relying upon dtr the magnitude uf the interests at stake as an apalogy pe for making the attempt at ali. 
It is in contemplation then, *“ at one fell 7 to annihilate the trade of the British North Amaricis Colonies—and why? Because, itis said, the timber imported from the Baltic is cheaper and better, and i hu xe 18 a forced monopoly created, in favor E&Y * Olénies, at an expense to the British nation, or ly, of one million and a half sterling. « he object of the present will be to offer a few vbservations, with the assistance of what has’ been 

“10 shew thet the first ig untrue, —that the sec - least problematical, and that the third is Ret : ° those blunders in political economy that are daily : fosmtad by such as estimate great national advan- ages only as they can be messured by their narrow 
oir ie pounds shillings and pence, 
wt ith respect to the cheapness, Mr. Shirraff elearly 
—- of pe that the present comparatively low prices of . lie timber ean only be attributed to the general 

afforded of that trade, caused by the proteetion 
TT " by the mother country to that ef the eolo- 
ey bi undeniable, say the advocates of tke pro- 
has Conge, if they can offer any reasonable 

Raw ie 8 for beheving that, upon the protecting duties 
ho § 2amerad, the English consumer would be able 
HBR Baltic timber at the price for which it is 
paving Porte: (exclusive of duty,) there would be a 
iin Tig erted to the nation of, a million and a half Ee - y- But what argument has yet been adduced 
fei. that this is the case, or even probable’? On 

ink a Ada not the experience of the past, 
be © laws which usually govern trade furnish a wg that the destruction of the North Ameri- 

x Pg trade, would be followed by a rush to the 
ders Hh © Be such a demand created as weuld double 
7 a oat be ot Prices? —and after the colonial timber 
nulls there to mor urlly shut out from eompetitien, what 

Riaans 0 prevent these high prices from being main 
g be epi what controul would they be subject, 15108 fauitibrium oy We to look for a check to restore the 

of The probable, and reasonable, §. 

Jlig2sterly piece of charlatanerio would b X : ng} toh e that the 
Cash, frmber the sumer would Pay a higher price for his 
<i J 8 at present, and that the million os «id oul fy instead of swelling the British Exchequer, iP py be nd its Way across the German Qcean. 
ota the superiority of the Baltic, over the ca er little need be said, as any argument serene - this head cauuot as yet be received o DIT ® Ran as a speculative theory, in support of Cent Thich the, A g . 

eta deavourm ST ih ee it tnadvrare 
sea Bf 

consequence of this 

excite the prejudices of ths peopl England, and afterwards to. fois them ci, 
E) 

already said on this subject by Mr. Shicreff, in “ottor | 

the result of evidence founded upon fact. Here then 
itis a drawn battle between us. Lime alone ran 
decide the issue; and it is just ag reasonable 10° sup- 
pose that; when the mist of prejudice is blown eff, 
and vague speculations are superseded by an accu- 
rate knowledge of the subject, derived from expei- 
ience, the supetiority may be as clearly shown to be 
on our side as it was in the result of an experiment, 
tried lately at Portsmeuth, to sscertain whether the 
superiority of Russian and Italian hemp, over that 

s:bility of afferding encouragement to ihe. latter. 
This terminated in the sueeessful overthrow of. a si- 
milar _deep-rocted prejudiee by establishing sats- 
factorily the superior excellence of the Colomul 
article. 

If, then, by meeting these callous calculators upon 
their own grounds, it can be shewn ihat the policy of 
sinking the Canada timber trade is at best a deubtful 
one, and that some more substanhal reason must be 

dangerous experiment, what answer can be given to 
the host of weighty arguments brought forward against 
the measure, with reference to its probable and 
pernicious effects in a political point of view? There 
is scarcely a department ef the state that would not 
sustain a shock from such a baneful measure. Its 
first and immediate effect would be a ruinous 
depression of the shipping interests, en the prospe- 
rity of which depend essentially the stability of our 
navy, and the security of the mation, 
¥ould these 1dle speculators send the two thousand 

sail that are annually employed in carrying timber 
from this country, to crowd the United States and 
West India trade, already over done? Or would 
they heartlessly foree them to a ruinous competitiea 

{ with the Baltic carriers? 

The North Awerican timber trade has been aptly 
esmpared to a bridge, by means of which the supera- 
bundant population of the mether country has been 
transplanted, at a Jow rate, into a less populous zud 
more fertile region. “Hew are they to supply the 
want of such a safety valve? Lastly, hew is England 

to avoid the blow te her manufacturing interest’ 
Would it be wise in the present discenitented state of 
the labouring classes to curtail, rather than enlarge, 
the market for their manufactures, 

But admitting all the arguments of the million and 
a half gentlemen, add waving all these founded upon 
the collateral advantages accruing to the natien from 
the present proteciing system, let us come to the con- 
sideration of the nnpertant question,—- Where is Great 
Britain in the event of a war with the Baltic Powers 
to look for ber supply of timber? shovld sucha case 
arise, no doubt these Gentlemen are of opinion that 
they could agamm turn their attention to Canada, 
where they would be always sure of finding abun- 
dance of it. Do they imagine ‘hat the Canada timber 
trade, once annihilated, could be revived at will, 
as if by magic? are they so blind asto suppose that 
the people engaged in this trade, harshly driven into 
lese profitable pursuits, weuld return with alacrity fe 

a source of employment rendered so precarious by 
the vacillatating policy of the home Government? 
Chisact of infanticide ones perpetrated, ean they 
entertain the most distant idea that ecenfidence in 
the mother coamtry could ever again be restored to 
such a degree as to induce the wmhabitants of this 
colony to embark their capil in the censtruction cf 
such fine establishments as are now in. operation in 
different parts of the eeuntry? If the men at the 
helm of affairs have really determined to make this 
immelation on the altar of the free trade mania, let 
them abandon every bepe of a dependence upon 
Canada for a supply of timber at any future period. 
After such a changeable pelicy being ente acted upon, 
it would be anidle chimera, As well might they 
destroy all the arteries of the body and then loek for 
a supply of blood from the veins. While Great 
Britain would not hesitate to lavish hex bleod and 
treasures to redeem the mest trivial pledge given to 

offered by them to the mation before they attempt the | 

alone that faith 1s to be broken? , Is an :integral 
portion of her erapire, fostered by her - peculiar care 
and protection, te be all al ence sent adrift in order to 
essay a dangerous and doubtful experiment, at the sug- 

gestion of a few visionary economists? Is 'it pessible 
that all the advaniages which accrue te the parent 
state from her connection with a valuable colony, if 
summed up together, do mot afford an equivalent to 

i these pounds, shillings and penee, calculators for their 
of Colonial grewth, was such as 'opreciude the pos-| million and a half,~—~that stumbling’ block se wuek 

insisted upon? Would the saving of this paltry sum, 
Lif really it could be made, be a sufficient justification fo 
{ Great Britain for leaving such an imperishable monu— 
meat of her injustice, as the wanton abandenment of 
an infant eolony, by causing it shamefully to retrograde, 

| itstead of rearing it up to become a valuable appendage 
| to her crown, consistently’ with the policy hitherto 
| invariably acted upon? 

To conclude, 1t is an agitation I understand ameng 
i some of our merchants, 1 the timber trade, to make a 
{a representation to ministers with a view ef inducing 
tkers to allow a certain tima to enable them 0 wind up. 
Surely they are not serious in such an intention; if so 
it will be considered as more indicative of the state of 
their nerves than either oftheir disinterestedness or 
of ther skill in political ecenomy. Is it te be ex- 

ypected that 1f Ministers are seriously resolved upen 
I'this measure, mn violation of the soundest policy, and 
in the face of all the arguments that can be urged 
agamst it, they will be diverted from their purnose by 
this pusillagimeus propesition? And pray wponiwhat 

principle of reasen or justice does these gentlemen 
Lassume to themselves the right of ecompromismg ime 
interests of thousands by sueh a mergenery capitula- 
tion? Such a plea would defeat its own ‘object; for 
as soon ns it is determined to carry this measure into 
effect, even at the expiration of three, four or five 
years, that very instant the value of every timber 
establishment in the country falls fifty to seventy five 
per cent, . Ruin in either case is inevitable: why. then 
be so infatuated as to desert the strongest argumants 
that ever supported a eause to take up a temporary 
post on such untensble ground? If a suggestion of 
this character should go home clothed with the sanction 
of the Board ef Trade, or of a fow leading men among 
the merchants, it would do incalculable injury fo the 
cause, as it would furnish arms to our enemies and be 
the means of inducing Ministers to consider the mea- 
sure as practicable, while in their right senses they 
dare not look it 1 the face, however strongly urged 
by those largely engaged m the Baltic trade, undér 
the mask of free trade prinetples. 
tlemen will pause before they inconsiderately ‘draw 
down upon themselves the censure of the whole country, 
while it amounts almost te’ 2 certam’y that upon a 
proper representation being made and upon the subject 
beg fairly and dispassionately discussed, this ruinous 
innovation. will be relinquished as unnatural and quix- 
etic. 

Norn vo rue DramaTisTS—The Theatre is a 
living picture of the virtues and passions of men, On 
the stage it is necessary to conform to the weakness 
of mankind—tos mueh moralizing tires, tos much 
reasoning chills the mind; we must turn maxims inte 
action, eonvey noble sentiments by a single stroke. 
and instruct rather by the manners of the here than by 
bis discourse 

A splendid bequest of £200,000 Las been made by 
a person of the name of Donaldsen for the ereetion 
and endownment of an hospital for orphans and destis 

the most barbaroas power, is it with her own colonies tate children 1n the neighbourhood of Edinburgh. 

Surely these gens 
—
 

r
e
 
e
e
 

e
e
 


