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FROM THE NEW-ENGLAND WEEKLY REVIEW. 

OUR COUNTRY. 
Until very recently, it has been the common, and almost: una— 

Yoidable custom of our e.aters, and our writers genera lly, to speak 

in the mest extravagant terms of eulogy, inrelition to eur Coun- 
try. They represent her as beyond—infisately beyond, all the 
Antioms of the great globe—marked out for a higher and bolier 
and more enduring existence—a nation set apart and sanctified, 
hike another Israel—upnder the peculiar guarda’nship of the Great 
God. As if, indeed, the very elements of our politieal and xeral 
stitutions were imperishable—as if the fair iee of Liberty which 

¢ ed, were indeed a 
thing of immortality, so that neither the knawing of the worm at 
Ws root, nor the visiting of the thunder in its branches, could whi- 
ther its green vigour, or smite its luxuriant foliage with the yel- 
lowness of decay, Asif the same causes, which have, in ihe si- 
lence and apathy of luxury, or in the thuNder of battle, destroyed 
other nations, withering their strength slowly, and, for a tyme, al- 

"nest imperceptibly, or erusking them at ence, and evertursing as 
by the shock of an earthquake, the pillars of their defence and the 
Monuments of their giory—might not hereafter work the overthrow 
of all that is great and glorious in our ewn country—her institu. 
tions of government, of morality, ef religion, and of beneve, 
ence, 

Of late, however, a new race of urators and writers have risen 
Up~men who are directly the reverse of those who kave gone be- 
Ole them. They have looked upon the mutations and changes of 
arthly empire—they have seen throogh the s! Y 
Nistory —the history of long gone years—the 
49wa of nations; and from thenee have d a Je 
warning far eurselves and children  Prophet-like they have spoken 
that ‘warning in the ears of the penple—with a zeal and esnviction 
of truth, like these of him who shouted from the walls of the doom— 
ed city of the Jew, day after day, even unto the dreadful. fuifil- | 

—to Jeru pd ment of his propheey—¢ Wo— lem 

Fhese remarks have been elicited by a pamphlet new before us— 
an address delivered at Waterville, (Me.) ky Johs Neal. It 
Partakes, in no small degree, of the wild imaginations—the exabe- 
"ant faneies—tho magnifieent obscurity, not to the auther, nor te | 

azo and maonner—Dbdt to those intimately acquainted with his lang 
the generality of his readers, the plai 
Pecple—which eharacterize With a never-failing in _lividoality, the 
Productions of his pew. Bul it contains truths—naked, all sInpor= 
tant truths, in relation te our Country, which should be ren 

red and pondered over hy It is better to look steadily 

ducated, matter-of-fuet 

at 

the danger while it yet lies like a sullen cloud in the distance, | 
than to veilour eyes until the earth is quaking to the siroke of its 
thunder-belts, ana the red pathway of its lightnisg is visible 
above us. 
We have selected a beautiful aad eloquent passage from the | 
ommencement of the address as a specimen of the author’s power 

of language and aecurate cenception of truth: 
‘ Gall ap the soothsayer and astrologer of our day—in other 

Words, the accomplished and prepared statesman—and let him 
Cast the horescope of any earthly power, as itshould be east, with 
histories and map and statistical tables befere hia, and he mn 
Prophesy with as much safety concerning its final overthrow, ar 
the causes and consequences theraof—though neither he nor the 
Angels above, may be able to foresee tae dayor the heur—as if a 
chart of the future were outspread upor: the sky, showing the light- 
ed pathway of every shipwrecked empire, and of every missing 
%tar, from the day of their unheeded birth on the shore of the fir- 
lament or the desert, in the heart of the wilderness or among the 
isles of the seu—forward thro’ all their nagnificent changes and 
terrible phenomena, till having toushed the paused. and dwelt for 
a single moment upon their meridian, they pass away, and dis- 
Appear forever in the sepulcher of lost worlds—forever and @ver— 
With the crawns and sceptres-—the Caliphs and the Pharoahs—the 
Assyrias and the Babylons of the past. 

‘“ Believe as we may, or pretend, or TRY to believe as we may, 
each in favor of nimself or ef his country, asknowledgiag the great 
universal truth by our language, but denying it by our behaviour, 
tis a faet—Ilet it be remembered asa fact of stupendous import— 
tis a racT, that Nations, like men, are mortal: that every step 
they. take whether upward or dowmward, whether forward or 
aek ward, is but anether step toward the burial-plaee of Ninevah 
and of Tyre, or Carthage and of Rome—and why not of Polawd, 
of Spain, or of Turkey? An it is equally true that with nations, 

87 

«88 with men there ig no returning to yeuth or to inneceace—no 
Boing BACK to the age of uavisited health and strength, of un- 
Wwearied efforts, or of unsuliied virtue—no second birth to unim- 

Peachable character—to unquestionable supremacy, however there 
may be to a peried of comparative health and strength, of compa- 

Yative enterprize or virtue—of cemparative aseendancy. With 
Mations as with individuals, character ence gone, is gone foraver— 
tha founrains of life, the sources of health and strength and virtue, 
once defiled, are defiled forever. With natiens as with men, too 
What are called restoratives, are at the very best, but paliatives. 

The most that ean be done,—all that ean be done—perhaps, for 
&ither; is te stay the approach of immediate death—to turn aside 
Afew of the commensr arrows with which the whole atmosphere 

1s burning; to purify with a fire that of itself destroyeth; to put off 
*8¢ wvilday, not for ever and ever, but fer a few miserable myaths, 

adowy dimness of; 
sing and the geing | 

n eof soi€mn | 

d | 

Above all, it were good for us—ay, and for the 

greatest and w of eur earth, to beac in mud forever, by night 

and by day, and all their lives long, that the downward step o 
nations, as of men, is always taken in presperity; always when 

least expected; always in their greatest prosperity, followmg the 

moment of their greatest health and strength, © as the thundarbolt 

purses the flash,” with ne interval; vo pause; wo time for prayer 

or preparatien. 

¢ Behold how the cities and wealth a have faded away 
from the eastern sky, like a visies rrets and battlements; 
like the bright colors of a pictuse erowded with lifa and beauty, 

over which the breath of centuries hath passed. And so with 

And so with £ And why may itrot be so here- 
h America? Who Are wae to read (he stars 

rselves?— Would yeu leave the decisien to America, or to the 
yahilran sc to the sages of America? As well may you imterre- 
gate the golden dust of Babylon, the sepulehre of Kings and prin- 
cer; or the nnapproachable hiding place of Palmyra, that imperjal 

spectre of the deserts that architestural phantom of the solitude; 
or Carthage, er Tyre; »r push aside the pyramids and call up 
the Pharaehs of old; one by one; 

¢ With blasts ef unseen trumpets, lang and loud, Swelled by. the 
breath of whirlwinds'— 4 ¢ 

and ask what THEY thought of the fature, in the fulness of their 

| stre sth, or what their people thought; or their sages; when the 
roar of the great world brake upon their solitade, with the unin- 
terrupted heave and swell of che far ocean. Were THY afraud 

| of the future! Did their astrologers or sostisayers tremble when 
| THXY read the stars? Did their philosophers, their law givers, 
i or their statesmen, ever foretell or foresee the overthrow that has 
made the cesntcy of each a proverb, the power of each a by-word; 

or years, or ages 

the birth-plice of na ythe nursery of empires, a Or 
ifthey had foreseen th 2 that we gee; if they had interpreted 

tars aright, an phaesied thuly; would they have be bos 
lieved? Would they have been liwened fo; weuld they net or 

i have been pitied, or fled at, ar peradventure put to death for th 
2 ge upon their maga ificent destiny? 

After thus pointing out'te qur ‘view the examples of departed 
nations, who remained quiet and secure nntil the Spoiler creme 

upon them; he applies is remarks more immediately to the present 
sitnation of this countrys alluding to the danger of luxury. and 
stating boldly, but perhips justly, that in por of meral energy, 

| we were weaker than were at the time of the Revolution, that 
owr day ef chivalry and virtue has gone by: that there are dangers 
in our own covntry,—sigas of disgen : between. the North and 
the South,— and the Past and the West, sthe striving and the 
bitterness of party,—thatveligions in ence ex iE among US, an 
intolerance heavy and evil,-—and that priesthosd predominant and 
powerful iscl ad amoung us—that our lawyers, © UNAN- 
NOINTED rulers sf the land,” hold the two ofiiees of lav er 
and law cxpounders,—that cur laws are not Ameri laws, but 

| these of England ,—and last but net le are full 
of carruption, and eur newspapers the bond slaves of party, instead 
of the sentmels of Liberty. We cannot forbear to quote the author’s 
language here. 

Isit ¥eTuING, that our ten or twelve hundred newspapers, 
none thrive, unicss Jey are willing to incorporate themselves, 

{ body and seul with the deings of a party,—that in consequence 
thereof, instead oft o watchman of 
our borders,—the liars of our 

| liberty, —thaey are g of eur worst 
enemies, the miserable and sneaking subordinates of ANY BOOBY, 

| —they care not whom, so they are well paid. Instead of sounding 
yan alarm at the approach of the destroyer, they are cccupying our 
{attention with sham-fights in another quarter. They are watch 
dogs that sleep when they are most needed, or bark just loud e- 
nough to drown the entry. of the house-breaker. 

1g what they should be,—t! 
uptible and sleepless gu 

vst all the wretched acecomp ul 

MISC ELLANEOUS: EXT RACTS PROM ENGLISH PAPERS, 

New Bizcu or Peers,—A correspondent of the 
Globe says, ‘* Having observed sp many conflicting 
opinions, relative to the new creation of peers, | beg 
leave to give you, as far as my knowledge on the 
subject may be deemed authentic, the follawmg list: 
~The Earl of Sefton, Mr. George Byng, Mr, Wm. 
Russell, member for the county eof Durham, Lerd 

Wm. Rassell, Sir Francis Burdstt, Bart. Edward T, 
Foley, Sit Sandford Graham, Bart. Sir Thomas Bar- 
ing, Bart. T. W. Coke, Lord Pa!merston, Mr. John 
Smith, and Sir John Bleunt, Bart. who is not a mem- 
ber ot the House of Commons.” 

| Bririsn axp Foreten Brsuz Sociery.—The apple 
of discard ssems likely to be threwn into this seciety. 
Several persons are determined not to suffer the next 
or any fature amniversary te pass without bringing 
forward a specific motign as to the introduction of 
prayer. This measure is regarded by the majority 
of its most enlightened friends, inzluding many highly 
respected ministers and laymen the established ehureh 
and the leading ministers and laymen among the 
congregationalists, as nothing short of a plan formed 

or! 

to overthrow that important society, to violate its fun- 
damental constitution, to scatter the geod men of 
varus nations who are associated in its pesceful 
union, ard to substitute, for their harmonious labours 
in ths distribution of the inspired volume, controversy, 
contention, and mutgal ili-will,— The Christian Ad. 

| yocate- : 

| Jick iv Tec Panorama. —An amusing ‘incident 
took place at Laidlaw’s exhibition, at Brighten, on 
Thursday evening. A thorough-bred tar, whe bad 
been at ike bombardment of Algiers with Lord Ex— 
mouth, had paid his money and ascended to the gal- 
lery, as the routine of pictures, involving the deta.ls 

of that gallant exploit, were in motion. The tar, three 

sheets in the wind, or, more familiarly, half seas 

over, for an mstant was struck dumb at what he be- 
held; he hitched %is trowsers, turned his quid, looked 

wild, hitched his trowsers and turned bis quid again; 
and then, with Stenterian Junge, hallosed to the crew 
of the Queen Charlotte, with nautical technicality, to 
warn her of a fireship which was bearing down upon 
ber to windward Surprise for a moment kept all 
other persoms silent; and, during that interval, the 
tar, finding that his cautionary words had produced 

no visible alteration on slupboard, actually sprang 

over ihe dwarf fence of the gallery, as he supposed, 
to plung into the sea, that he might swim to the 
Quesn Chatlotie and’ convey the information upon 

which, tohim, her immediate safety depended. The 

shocl, with those present, was electrical, and shrieks 

were titereds bat wo harm followzd: the tar had 
alghted on the green cloth, short «f the paintings, 
which. let bim through, and might have precipitated 

him toa depth of many fect, had he not feriunately 

grasped the timber fram wore, which stayed his pro- 
gress. Judging from the noise above that efforts wero 
making for hig jelsase, he manfully exclaimed ¢ All’s 

| 
{ 
| 

right, my beasties! uo nesd of the life-boat, for, d’ye 
suse, 1-have fastenedon wWgrock >  Terros.was now 
completely superseded by mirth, The sailor, With 

some difffculty, was made to comprehend ths precisa 

s | situation he occupied; and his bluat bat honest dro!- 

leries, for some time after, gave to laughter undisput= 

ed dominien.— Brighton Guardian, 

Jouanwa SovrsHeeTs AND HER SHiLoH.— The fla 

grant circumsiances which came ta light a fow we 

sinca at Ashtonunder-Lyne, and which reflected much 

disgrace upon a leader of a certain sect of religion 

ists in that town, were fraught with such abeminablo 

atrocity as te lead to the supposition that they muse 
have opened the eyes of the:nost bigutted fanatic in 

existence: but there really seems to be no limits to 

human folly and credulity, for there is now "atiAsh- 

ton oné of the boldest impositers that has appe
ared for 

ages in this" or any other country in Europe: be un- 

blushingly asserts that be has been taken up into 

Heaven, and has reeeived his credentials from ‘Al- 

mighty God! Fe impiously declares that he js ‘the 

Skileh whom the followers of Johannah Seuthcoto 

have been so anziously expecting, and that ‘in "hs 

person is concentrated the power of Christ and he 

divine essence of the Holy Spirit, and that he is sent 

immediately from God te redeem mankind! with a 

vast deal more of mystical absurdity that has already 
appesred m sundry pamphlets, sealed with the dove 
of peace: In tng enlightened age, when the schoo.- 
master is abroad—when the march of in ellect is stri- 
ding over the faee of the earth and driving away th» 

clouds of ignoranee—ean it be imagined that this mai 
bas his followers and believers? It is esrtain that he 
and his eompanion, who travels with him under the 
name of his Prophet, have been caressed, feasted, 

and entertained for several days at Ashton, by a se 
of people, many of whom hold a respectable station 

in society, calling themselves [sraelites, and are macy 
of them distinguished by a long beard and light 
brown hat, and, whose general demeanour and moral 

conduc: cannot be impeached, but who blindly suffer 
themselves to bo deluded by such impious imposters. 
These two worthies are nov altogether #0 heavenly.. 
pided as to refrain from a glass or two of brandy 
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