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e roeeived and referred to a Committee of the House to report 
wereon.—Qrdered to lie on the table. \ 

Mr. Simonds moved for leave to bring m a Bill to revise and 
consolidate in one Act, ail the Laws relating to Public Regis- 
tries of Deeds, Conveyances, Wills; Judgments, &c.; and took 
occasion briefly to refer te some inconveniences apd difficul- 
ties arlsing from the present state of those acts, which re- 
quired amendment, and on which he intended meio fully te re- 
matk, when the Bill came before the House.—Leave given. 

Mr. 8. Humbert moved for leave to bring in a Bill to alter and 
ninead. an Act, entitled an Aet {or the support and. maintenance 
of the Light House on Patridge Island, at the entraace of the har- 
our of St. John.—Leave given. : 

stv. Weldon thought that this Bill might staudiover until a Coni-’ 
mittee for the regulation of Light Houses was appointed, and tnen 
ve ferred to them 

Thursday, February 10. 
4 message from the President. The Tieasurer’s accounts sent 

duven from His Honor to the Lower jure. 
Wr. S. Humbert moved for leave to bring in a Bill toe provide 

faz the due performance of the Statute Labour threeghout the 
Pruyinge.—Leave granted. 

Sir. Cunard presented two petitions, annexed to each other, 
tise one being from certain freeholders of the County of York, and 
ihe other from George Frederick Street, Esq. of the same county 
raping that the House would institute 1iry inte the qualifi- 
wstion, of Jolin Allen, Esq. a mem aid county, va- 

the eat of the said John Allen. Beqt und order the name of 
» said George F. Street, Esq i 
tow him te take his seat acc 

P'ne Petition was read. 
Me.” Scett moved for lave o'hrivg ia a bill for def aying the 

8 ol.the Members of 

: inserted in the return, and 

t Hguse. 

Friday; &ebrucry 11, 
Wr. Partelow moved far leave to bring in a Bill to alter and 

aw nd the Militia Law of this Provinee. 
dir. ¥eott had much pleasure in seconding this motion. He 

irae well ‘aware a great deal of time is lo.t by the present 
unde: of trainiag; which was very injurious to the inhabitants of 
tig sountry, The presest Militia. Law was a great ewil. It 
wasiedl an unmensity of time to no good effect, und had drawn 
from tlie Provincial Treasury much public meney, while no good 

risen {rom it. While the law exists, the evil js increasing. 
1 anvsed an expense of £22 to he added to the expenses of the 

ur every new battalion raised under it. 
rt. Simonds thought ‘this a very important question. A mi- 
system was certainly in some degree necessary, as it tended 

to show the physical force of the Province. It was highly neces- 
=miy that all the duties of militiasmen sheald be defined by law. 
But the present system was very. defective in this respect. It 
cawied a vast annual expense to the.¢ountry;an expenseswhich might 
in a great measure be saved, and every good effect be produced 
which has ever been produced. In calculating the number of bat- 
tations apd regiments, the number of adiutants, se jeant-majors, 
&eo it would be found that they caused an expense to the eoun- 
ty, anavally, of 1200 or £1300, or perhaps a little over. This 
wad a very great portion of the provincial revenue. If an ade- 
guate benefit were produced’ by this expenditure, it would not 
Be ught so much of; but he (Mr. 8.) believed it was quite the 
contrary. There was very little batter discipliae in the militia 
ian fdrmerly. What were thrge days fn the vear for drilling, 
of which one had of late years been dispensed with, and two 

for general inspection? Nothing ‘but a constant persever- 
ance in the business would enable a wan to vaderstand the duty. 
If the presentsystem does not tend to the good of the commimity, 
to. what good dees it tend? Every wilitia-man knows that two 
days drill cannot be effective. It was ume absolutely lost to them 
ard to the country. He (Mr, 8.) thought a plan might be devised 
ta produce a very beneficial effect, at a fifth part of the expense 
of the present system. A plan that be would propese wee, first 
to dw away with the sums now granted for the militis ic i 
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in order that the province might know the strength of its militia, 
and that his Majesty’s government might knew it also. 
Mr. Gilbert was happy to hear the hon. ‘Member for Charlotte 

county express his sentiments as he had done. There Was no ob- 
ject withia his knowledge, which mere required a change, than 
the present militia system, he should entirely be for abolishing it 
altogether, and adopting the measures propesed by the hon. mem- 
ber for 8t. John—leave granted. 
Mr. Cunard presented a petition. from Joseph Russell, of Cha- 

tham, in behalf of the Fire Engine Company of Miramichi, pray- 
ing that. the company. might. be exempted from serving on. ju- 
ries and from the militia service. 
Mr. 8. Humbert beartily agreed with the prayer of this peti- 

tion. The firemen were a most serviceable body of men, and ought 
to be ‘exempt from all such duties. Their’ presence were abso- 
Utely necessary on thie spot where they belonged. If a fire should 
break out, and the firemen should be absent from their residence, 
there is no knowing what would be the cousequence. He would 
readily vete for all exemptions for such men. 

Mr. Cunard stated, that if the petition were received, he would 

prepare a bill to provide for she regulation of Firewards and 
Firemen, and to give them a power which they did not now pos- 

premises on fire, for the purposes’ of arresting its progress. He 
had lately seen an instance, where the destruction of a small buila- 
ing might bave saved much property, "He would hunself, if. he 
bud had the means, have beenalmost inclined to have effected the 
desirable purpose, but he knew that by se doing he should render 
himself amenable to the law. He thonzht that such a discretion- 
ary power was requisite for firemen, as a little destruction wight 
often save immerse property. 

Mr. Simonds was very glad to hear this determimation of the 
hon. member. It was highly wecessary that firewardens should 
hive such a power in order to prevent the spreading ofa fire. He 
was aware that firewardens were oftca placed in a very nwk- 
ward situation: when they were convinced that the destruction of 
one small building would stop a fire, they vet could not incur the 
risk of pulling it dowa, because the law did not authorize them 
to de se. “The loss of a building in this: way would surely be far 
better than the destruction of extensive property by fire. Indi- 

viduals must sometimes suffer for the good of the public. Such a 
discretion should certainly be given to the fire wardens. Petition 

received, and ordered to lie or the table. 

Saturday, Feb. 12. 
On the motion of Mr. Cunard, the resolutien of the House for 

taking into censideration the petition of Samuel Freeze and others, 
frecholders, of King’s County, against ihe return of J. C. Vail, 
Esquire, on Fhursday, the 24th Feb inst. was ordered to be 
taken off the Journals. 

It was resolved, that the House take the said Petition, into 
consideration on. Tuesday the 1st day of March next. 

Mr. End presented a petition from P. G. Dollar, of Traeadie. 
Gloucester, praying remuneration for teaching in a Parish school. 
The hon. member stated that the allegations of this petition were 
of a most peculiar nature. The Petitioner v a Roma. Ca- 
tholic.. The competency of this persen to his office was certain- 

ly deducible from the factiofhis having for the last twe or three 
years taught net less than 45 children. The petitiower had for-| 
merly been respectably-engaged. in business in Canada, where he 
had been unfortunate, and bejng rednced in the world, and heur- 
ing that encouragement was given in this Provinces, to thoce who 

were eompetent to ¢onduct parish schools, he sume here fur the 
purpose of seeking wo livelihdod in that way. Me Dollie set- 

sess. [He meant, the power of destroying a building contigious to | 

duct of such peisops as the said Justice might himself think eli 
ble for the parish offices; and that every homseholder of the p¥ 
rish should be entitled to declare what he knew of the conduct 9 
the said persons; and that, upen such information being thus 26° 
quired, the said Justice should nominate such persons to fill t 
said offices if he should deem most fit,which appointment should 
be subject to the confirmation of the rext Quarter Sessions. J 
hon member addsd a few further remarks on existing irregulariti 
in the appointment of parish officers, which in his opinion, ren 
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dered an alteration necessary. " as th 
The Bill was received after considerable discussie, and read 1 1 

afirst time by its title. ’ $ po 

Upon Mr S Humbert presenting a petition from Wm Cros Qrdd 
{ praying for remuneration for. loss sustained in buildieg the Colt¥ -¢,; th 
lege atFredericten, some opposition was offered by some of the M 
members, on the ground of the said College having already bee! ¢ 
so greatan expense to the Proviace, and of its being in possession "0 p 
of ample means for defraying all'its own, expenses; and also, 988 “minis 
the ground that the petition had ne right to come before theHousé: 
but ought to apply to the Contractors for relief. ‘Fhe hon mover 

of the Fettion, + observed, that the rele! if prayed for wash M¢ 
{not elaimed ax a matter of right, but sought as a matteref meré’ mere 

(wervy and justice, and therefore entitled to the consideration. bount 
of tie house —Mr S monds nthe cours of his ehseivztionsyd fisher 

took occasion to inferm the house, that a'thomgh fom the Sis Mr 

endowment. of the Colleze, bie had had ti @ bonor of being 8 eatch 

Member of its council, yet for a long time p:st ke had not the bo 
been summoned to sttead any eof the sitting of the councils! the od 
neither could he by say exertions obta'n iniermation respects’ hen. 
ing the funds of the colieje. 1e (Mr 8) therelore stated, i ty ait 
that if bedid pot speedily obtain surh saformation, it'was his | fae b 
intention to opp'y to His Majesty’s Cruncilfer aid in eb=| ons of 
taming such information, Me should therefore propose an | exten 
address trom that house to his Honor the President andf Pedien 
Ceunci’', requesting them to order that accounts of all the of ma 
funds of the.College, and ef their application for, the last Too (Mr C 
or 8 years. If such application to His Majesty’s Councils St. A 
sbou'd fail of the de-ired effect, he hoped the house would de— = *es<ed 
vive some. other means of asceitaining whether a proper use Trade 

were made of the College funds—The Petition was negative | in Any 
RY ~ venien 

Mr. S; Humbert by leave, presented a petition | wi 
from John Ward, Esq. and others, Inhabitants of the * pyr 
city of St. John, praying an Act may pass to regulated op pi 
the fees. of Attornies and others, m the Supreme | necess 
Court, and other Courts in this Province, and also te | like, i 

extend the Jurisdistion of the Courts ot Common | °f fish 
Pleas; which he read.— Ordered, That the said Pe— pri += 
tition be received and lie on the table. Bl ae 

| 
| 
| 
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Monday, February 14. } tice. — 

Mr. Simonds moved for leave to bring ina Bill te. bus le 
. - h 3 

repeal an act, entitled, “An Act to provide for the dt “*P* te 
rity i 1 ‘ +53 away | 

conviction and punishment of eriminals who refuse te: danind 
pirad when: arraigned, and for the trial of those who | eq, , 
challenge more than 20 jurymen.” 01 one 

Mr. Chandler had understood that it was the inten- © !' er, 
tled in. Tracadie; and. procured the eswablis! wt of a school 

there. There was. na other within 39 mil I'iie people ware 
very indigent, and unalile “to ‘support the “teac | 
wus led to believe hy'the People, that vo Romun C 
be allowed any portidi of the Provincia! encourageiuent given to 
parish schoolmasters.. This informauon hb him from ap- 

plying for a license, asd he waa not therefully lly entitled to 
any remunerat’on till he had produced one. The moment, how- 
ever, that he became uudeceived in regard te ti rOREous Ri- 
pression, he took immediate steps to redeem his fost opportunity; 
and he now petitioned for remun on for his past labours. He 
liad tanghv 45 elildven for the fast {wo yeare. and had discharged 
hss duty fasthfu:ly ‘he hon, © her hoped the he use would take | 
the pet ticn isto consideration, as the Petitioner was induced at 
fest to believe that as a Roman Catholic he would not be enti- 
tled to any provincial allowance. Petition received and referred 
to the Committee of Supply: 

According te the order of tha day, the Heuse went into a Com- 
mittee of the whole, en the hill, ¢t to regulate [on<, Taverns, and 

houses for selling strong liquors, and (5 repeal all the luws new 
in force, relating to t! id 

J. Humbert 
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f 

| 
| n 11 

wie would | 
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Ile would, however, make a few 
remarks on at proportion ef parish duties 

fall on the p i 4, and it was often found, afier officers | 
wera appointed, that they wers ncowpatent to discharge these i 

"[duiies, Parish officers.are now appointed by the Justices of the {read their report to the house 
Formerly, when. tle eguutry was but very thinly inhabit. | 

eo. were acquainted with pot only every | 
I rost every individual in their coun- 

ty; whenee they were: ly aware of the merits anc 
potency of persons whoin pmight appoint as parish o 
Put the state of the population of the province is nuw altace] 
Tlie Justices had not that’ jndiy 1 knowledge in 1h | 
The consequence is, that very incompatent persons ale very 
appointed 
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uffices, which, nadonbtedly, is injurions to! 

the weifa ple. —Th wber read a part of the | 
proposed bill, (ai purpose of pointing the Tewsdy therein de- 
vised for the inguntenienee Lie had stated. ‘The sabatance of the | 

was, that it should be the diety of the Jy p 

nue on > c @ 
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par Herd, 
lsu inte the gunn 

Ady inquire of t 
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lin the House of Assembly. 

tion of another branch of the Legislature, on the re= | '*y- 
ommendation of the Judges of the Supreme Court, to: wir 

send down a bill for the repeal of such useless partsiy 
of the eriminal Jaw, and for the consolidation of those | were , 

laws. If such a bill, however, should not come down, © 'heir | 
ke (Mr. C.) would certainly agree with the hon. mem- © they n 

ber from St. John. In the mean time, it would per—- the bo: 
haps be well to ascertain whether such a blll was pre= & cs 
paring above. RE (he gr 

Mr. Simonds. thought it better not te wait for © 1ctte © 
such a bill. If it should come down, then that which. fGxhern 
be propesed might be dropt — Leave granted. ¥0 clos 

Mi, Partelow gave notice, that, as the Eughsh mail +} bo 
had arrived, and as it was most prebable that by it © 2 
despatches of :mportance had been received by His vo, 
Honor the President, if no notice on the subject © were | 
should be recewed from His Honor before Friday | tenden 
next, he (Mr. P.) should on that day move, that the = Jurions 

Civil List be immediately brought under the consider. = © 2 
ation of the House. A 

Pir: Chandler informed the house, that the Com- = i. p 
mittee appointed to examine what Laws had expired, = te he 

fitaf 3 or were neat expiring had done so; and by leave he 

After which 
Mr. S. Humbert begged leave to call the attention 

of the House to a very odious law which still disgraced 
the Statute Book. Ie should meve for leave to bring 
in a bill, to repeal an Act for preventing certain per- 
sons therein described from serving as. Representatives 

This Act, the hon. mem~ 
5 1 . week ¢ 

ber observed, prevents all Clergymen who dared to give — y 
. \ 3 om . ar clig 

a single word'ef advice to any mdwidual, even though = Sh 
cs . N . e 

it might be 1a a dying hour, from serving their eoun- Corin’ 

try as Members of that ¥ouse. He should therefore 
as above stated.—Léave granted. 

Mr. Brown, by leave, presented a Petition from 
Harris Hatch, Esq. and others, Inhabitants of St 
Andrews, ithe County of Charlotte, for setting forth: =. ° 


