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Bitevature,
REVIEW.

FROM THE SCOTTISH L!TERARY GAZBTTE.

MAJOR LEITH HAY'S NARRATIVE.

Maisor Lerre Hiy’s Narrative of the Peninsular
War, will be published, we understand, in a few days.
We have been favoured with a look of the work, which
's bandsomely printed by Ballan‘.yn.e, and embellished
with a pumber of illustrative engravings of many inter-
esting scenes; and bave extracted tke following account
of the Spanish Guerillas, which, 1n the present state
of that i{ingdom, cannot fail to attract netice:

1 have not in the course of this harrlalive, hitherto ngtlcq?,
with sufficient attention, a very inﬂueqlml, and gxuaurdmn-r;l)’
constituted  force, namely, the Guerlllls_~},ar(|sans e.q.uuy.
dreaned by thz enemy, and hated by their own civ»u'nuly’mgn.
a forcs combining many valnable qualities, with %I eat ldxal‘tj):
of priaciple, frequently exhibiting undauated caungo an(nﬂi(‘t
venturous temerity, on ether occasions 1L||'|r!k|llg lrom co dv »
and only formidabla to the unfortunate ihabitants = subjected to
their frequently unreasonable exactions, g :
.hr;';_vt',;l?‘:1‘,!‘(1;“_;0\) of the Spanish Guerillaforce is to be l::1‘scr|bl-
el to the nearly universal spirit ot hostility to the French
agereasion.  That feeling, strougly npplamed as it was In the
Ry turbulent, naturally wazrlike, nol}le, llmugh. misgo-
verned, people, inuuced a very general denn"e ltu pmncn[pllle
in the struggle cariying on mmughnutltlm whole exlcn;. o '( he
meonarchv.  This unsettled and  heetile m‘cl,wu;u'un .).e_tin_une
S0y ngllaénu«l by the circumsl:mces under wh_lm} the clni mnf

| enffered during the devastating system of subjection t‘olltble clun
| ataipt vis'ts of didferent armies or bodies of treops, a ' ur( lg{-
and, unfnr"nn;\m[y, at times presentmng not a very dis-
liffeence of conduct in  the acknowledged enemy, the
of the eountry, or his more dicnplumd.v but not more
swmoJated, friend and ally. Tt requires no additeon-
te-trmany o establish the fact, that not only {:c armies,
Siat ponalation of Spain were in osctive hestility to the
'The cityy the agricultaral village, _the ruised convent,
whika sent forth persons to swell the Gue-m'll'\ foree. ,\I_ the
‘.w-.!\[.‘Hi'L"[Y‘.”HX of the war in. 1808 no  such bands :‘XIF[P(I;
nor was it uatil the provineial | jurisdictions had .»lu_;‘wnw'the
hasis of n-zw;:n' goverament, and suhmqunn[ e the dl.h,p‘]‘!","
mies, that these parfisans made their appes I
and lawless Spanish soldiery fou their
safety dependent en !u_rmmg p_au’_(ies suﬁicien({‘y‘ ':,‘,llllcx:(JlX; to
cavist the aunthority of the corigidores and alcaldes, and  to
bl . ade in parts of the country ‘where mo  pow—
e, eithar civil or L5 n\‘iﬁ'tml‘ siedtly ('wr-qi;l,\hiu te
m,jh their exactions, or restrain  the “sell-created impertance
v did net hesitite to assume. g .
his sys iy adopted in ‘a country :vhusg goyern-
ws, was speedily enlargeil upon. The
i and these men, no lonzer centem-
reziments, becawe. the nm:leus‘al'
3 th military : knowledga and habjts,
form and equipment, serviag as riwfu‘(:t(\e model to
to uninitiated. These parties soon, became, numer—
a :v])-rit enterprise, and successful command
distinguished a few of Li_‘e ](‘Zl‘rfCrS; (:rm_scq\xefn.l; f{ln‘ nerAlLy
of the bands gained little in n_umt-rl('ul strepgth, or waere
destined to arrive at great nutnrlet_\"; but llnl'e vm.n:t‘ iy
cant were objects of terror to l!m French ’ll'OO;)s‘, in ns'mu:.)
us their vicmity rendered l!lle slightest removal from. quarters
a matter of captivity or death,
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Minuo, the Empicinado, Don Julian Sanchez, the Medics, Por-
'I‘I,l,:ulq.,p Cura, and Chaleco, these all commanded ' numéraus
er, ura, # : _ ~ i i .
wod formidable bands, nnd were of essential serviee to the

Nothing counld be more motley ('hr\n the usui\l' array of !',(‘c
‘bands. Provided a certain degree of individual mili-
tary appearance prevailed, no eﬁ';n.t at Ulllf!)‘l;lll‘lt}‘ r_f'lfiﬁdl('(:ss ‘-nlx.
;up{:oimnux“ was cwnsu]grwl nssL“nn:\lly ‘nare::.u_v. ‘llu].xlumx |-’
la generally became equipped with spoils from the'.sm ‘E..I'V,Y(.‘
other couniries, or a mixture 9{ the most gau.i): and  taw ley
dresses of his own. The flaring scarlet and 'lignx‘hl:lelj'.
of an Estremaduran hussar, the sclmk‘os of a French r\.m : "
a cheval, pistols and sadile :)f English m:nmfu_‘l:uc, the v)],{
straight sword of the enemy’s dragoon, the brown Spanish
sash, and leathern cartouch b?ill, with :mAArmgmwfp, or Cata-
lan eseopeta, were the not unfrequent equipments of the same
brigand, as the l"ren(-h'mvn_rmhly dn_*s.g,l;lte«l the:n. ¥
f'he Empicinado, acting in the districts more lmmc\mtf.-ly
jn the neighbourhood (_)f Madrid, Was more t]}zm any of the
other partisan leaders in the puhhc‘vw\v, His b““"y?f”lf]nv-
ted with great gallantry and enterprise, became t}m If}flOll ov(
the Court of Joseph Bonaparte. Reports were often circulated
of Don Juan Martin, and hl_s azlvn\turuu_-) fo]lm_vf’rs‘ being
close to the walls of the capital, when in reality I}e Was
either scouring the Province of Guadalaxara, or levying con-
tributions at Alcala de Hen:\res‘. On one occasion he pene-
trated to the precinots of the Casa de’l Campo; at  avother,
interrupted the rural festivities cf the Pardo; and when r:o're
important service became necessary, he.was found at the head
of a formidable body of cavalry and infantry, ready t)n .mea.
sure] swords with the regular troops of the e{mmy.( IelfeICI]_v
acquainted with the country, sun:rnunded_ by friends from whom
he obtained the most accurate mfurm_:mon of the mevemeu‘[_u.
against him, personally brave, possessing the confidence of his
;fmy, zealous in the cause, and vaghly exasperated against the
French, such a man could not fm) to become powerful as 'an
enemy, and by his successes, which were frequcnt'faud signal,
encouraged others to embark in similar modes of life, v
Of the Asturian Guerilla leaders, the Mv;nrqueg de Porlier
was the most celebrated. At an early period of the partisan
warfare, he exasperated the enemy. by the frequ_ency of .bxs
attacke upon the convoys and detachmeuts on their rout from

Guerilla
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Of the most distinguished Guerilla leaders may he cited, the |
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Bayoune to Madrid; invariably retiring into  the mountains |
when numergusly attacked, he baffled (he utmost  effarts of
the French generals to rid themselves of the serious inconve-
nience and loss' sustained from the effects of his active and
indefatigable exertiens. Upan one occasien, two divisions of
infantry, with some hussars and Pelish lancers were detach-
ed for the purpose of annihilating his  numerous and formi-
dable band, bt witheut success. Haying sbtained timaly infor-
matien of the movements against him, Porier manwuyred to
draw his enemy into the fastnesses of the Sierra de los Came
ras, constantly retiring, when out-numbered
siderable loss to his assailunts, who believing their own safety
would be eompromised by further pursuit, lefi the Marqumi(uy
as he was called, to reassemble his followers, und  return 1,
the line of communieation from whenee he had been driven
only to prove to his enemies the lmposélbilily of destrnymg
a lorce ¢o eonstituted and commanded, when aided by the
zealous assistance of the population of aa almost inaceessible
district.

In the Province of Leon, Don Julian Sanchez eommanded
an enterprising band, with which he frequently surprised the
enemy’s posts,—moving rapidly,—ever on the alert,—not sub-
jecting’ h'mself to conflict en ‘equal terms,—possessed of the
most accurate informa(ion,—:nt the head of a numerous and
well-mounted party, he established a Tenown, conveying to the
French seldiery an exaggerated impression of h's power,
that proved highly beneficial te the cause. Don Ju'tan evinced
great zeal. Ie seemed to bestow his undivided attentjon on
the discomfiture of the enemy, and was probably with Jegs
justice accused of mercenary exaction than any other Guerilla
chief.

From the first establishment of the Spanish Guarilla force to
the termination of the war, it daily rose in importanee, bhe-
coming, as the struggle advanced, an increasedl object of an.
noyauce and terror to the enemy. Tt had alswo obtained a
firmer hald of public epinion, and was extended over the whole
surface of the monarchy.,

The bands of varions descriptions that started into notiee
as a consequence of the successes obtained by the earlier ad-
venturers, were innumerable; many of them, insignificant
aumber, possessing no leader either of character,
meriting 'in every respect, the French appellation go lihm‘ally
bestowed by that people on the whole class. Still, they wery
useful in as much as the very name of Guerilla, sounded
harshly in the enemy’s camp, eramped the operations of h;
treops, ccasioned a distrust and restraint  seriously cﬂ'nctmw.
the MORAL of the soldier, and preventing, in some (Icgre:,
the undisturbed system of contribution by which alone the
armies of Napolesn existed iu Spain,

That little discipline or subordination existed in the minor
Guerdla parties, may be deduced from the fate of Murtines—
a wmaa  of stern wncompromising tempec; with a decres of re—
solute activity that had obtained for him considerable notoriety,
Having entered into some trifling altercation with one of hig
PARTIDO, the exasperated brigand drew a pistol  from his
belt, and discharged it through the head of Ig chief

The perfectly uncontrelled authority of the Guerilla les
gave them additional capabilitics of annoyamce. A
[c'liﬂﬁ:l;ll ma\nurn_n'ed. his band more with
| enewy’s eommunications than with a view of engaging him on
the plain. The country in whch he carried on - operations
was usually selected, not by superior divection, but te smit
his oww comvenience, and in accordance with what appeared
| best! calculated to support his predatory system, and afiord
Icrm))e far (I miner successes against 1solated detachments
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{of the Frenc! army, by whase destroction he derived a claim |
lto 1;‘\-3; contributions on hig defenceleas countrymen. !
‘ It was vo security to & French general that  these pnnyl
'cl:ie fs'were understood to be at a distance from lus quarters; |
['ou the contrary,jlt tended 10 give a misplaced confidence, and |
!m encourage the \v‘nn!pring propensities of the soldiery, who
{'were [reqnently cut off by Guerillas supposed to be in .anolher
| province. Whenaver a ehief had traversed a district, and levieq |
contributions onthe several tewns within  its boundaries, he
‘m;u'chml to a different field of action, leaving its inhabitants te
the MERCIFUL PROTECTION of some other bandit as rapacieus (
as himself,
[u the dusk of the evening, I have frequently seen the horse- |
¢men of the Guerilla band entering a village t» take up their quar- |
!lcrs for the night.  "The stillness of all around, with the perfectly
}quict and unostentatious arrival of he partido, being ftrongly cm;-{
|

i trasted with the scena immediately resulting from it, First,

red great L}k(ﬁcul:_v and dissatisfaction as to
quarters, proper resgect not being paid to the defenders of their
country, arising very naturally from the people not considering
those visiters uf::n;:m*_im' impurlan.r:r) to their own families, or
being inclined to resign every comfort to s;xlls!iy their unreason-
aple expectations. Next came the assembly of the magistry, to
whom demands, requests, or threats were applied, as  circumgy
| ees rendered necessary, with a view to extract supplies of moaney, |
| clothing, provisions, orarms. Where were the uufortunate pea- ‘

l

an-

sants to find menns of resistance? or to whom were their well-

founded complaints tr)‘be addressed?—nowhere with the least pro- |
| bable chanee of commiseration. ¢ [¢ was unfortunate,’ they were |
| teld, ¢ hard upon the inhabitants, to be deplored; hut the wature
ofthe war, and circumstances of the country, vrendered these jn-
flictions unavoidable; they must consequently be patiently and un-
complainingly borne.”

With all this oppressive latitude, neitber very temperately
nor judiciously exercised §y the description of people m]
whose hands rested the power, the Guerillas, as ] have pre- |
viously stated, waie eminently useful in harassing and weak- |
ening the enemy, and had an undoubted infldence on the (a.
vourable termination of the war,

The above picture, added to every circumstance of (his
noble and mest interesting struggle, may conve, some ides
of the depth of feeling which animated \he Spanish pe:
a feeling that years of misery, cont
proparty, and endiess exactian, left unsha
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FROM THE WINTER’S WREATH.

MOONLIGHT THOUGHTS.

Tt is a mild and mellow mght;

‘The waves are melting on the shere,
Blandly, as if they felt delight,

That aow their pilgrimage was o’er.
Fitful upon the listening ear,

The wailings of the wild bird eome
From the far sea-rock, while mere near,

Earth slumbers in its beauty dumb.

Hushed are the rich autumnal woods,
And silence, from the dewy hill,
Looks down on pastoral solitudes,
And breezeless lakes, where all is still;
Whilst thon, pure Meon, enthroned above,
Dostsmile on my sequestered way,
Awakening thoughts of vanished love,
And Being’s cloudless early day,

A few biief years have come and fled—
Alag! how startling is the change!
Hearts, that then throbbed, are ¢hill and dead,
And tengues, that then were friesdly, strange}
Hopes, that then gleamed, are quenched aud pasty
Joys, that then eharmed. rejoice ne  more,
Earth witha blight seews overcast,
"Tis gloom behind, and grief before!

Yet, when I look on thee, white Moon,
And gaze aronnd me on this £cene,
8o fresh comes back life’s vanished moon—
The days when Earth’s parched soil was green,
That almost T ¢could think the while,
The present but a dull mist drives
O’er the blue sky, to dim its smile,

Then passing leave the unclouded heaven.

Alas! alas! if this be %0,
Where are ye now that wandered here,
On eves, like this, of silver glow,
When boyhoud wade existence dear?
See they the beauty of this scene?
Hear they the murmur of yon waves?
—Wild flowers und weeds are growing green,
The owlet haoting o’er their graves!

Ah could we think in life’s young day,
Thatall, which then epchants the beart,
Is but 1llusion, and away
Shall like a morning drenm depart—
How would it seber down our bliss,
Te look upon the churchyard ekull,
Aud know, that ull may come to this,

Long ere the Psalmist’s term s fall!

The tree tives on—though seeming dend-—

When drop its leaves in autusan’s blight,
And when around its lonely lead,
Howl the regardless stor ms of nj

So threbs the heayt 1y :\ﬁvr-_\rurs,
When youth’s remance huth passed away,

And Fancy’s frost-work dixappenrs, $
Beflore the light of common day!

DELTA.

AR L E R R S,
BROKEN LOVE.
From ¢ Scraps and Sketches” byJ. H. Willis.
Concluded,

oo ! 4

Time flew, and still no tidings came, untj] ¢ hope
deferred’ began to sicken mn one faithful beart, Vet
eXpectation was sty]| Sanguine n its conjectures.
N . 2 n &
Could it be illness—or soma unforseen event not cal-
Sulated upon oy a":t:xci;m.‘_r:df Why did be not write?
He was ever so far, and honeurable, and confiding,—
and oh! more thap all, so devetdly fond and true.
n 1 . - 4
But he did not write; and from an accidental but an
undoubted sourcs came (ne melancholy fict at last—
the tidings of his marriage

C
-—hig marriage to another,—
and, as if to veil his falsity 1n the eblivion of the grave
—his death, 2
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