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THE MARQUIS OF BLANDFORD'S ADDRESS IN ANSWER 

TO THE KING'S SPEECH, 

to the Thronp of a naw 
itself the mere echo of the Crown, this. House feels that it ought to show itac)f to | be the very mirror of the people; 2nd to do se, that it} IMUst mot fail to lay before your Majesty all their! thoughts and feslings, al'’their wants and wishes, a4 well as their Joyalty to your office and attachment to your person. 

‘ The discharge of this imporfant duty, and the! terious aspect of public affairs, renders it impossible 38 well as improper to address 
Wise than at length, 
_ ‘Your Majesty is to be informad that this House, In eommonm with the great majority of your people, holds tke memory of the House ofCommons of the [ast Parliament in atter hatred and contempt; for the follewing rea sens. 

* First, because the last House eof Commons uni. formly turned a deaf ear to the just complaints snd petitions of your people; and seeondly; because, in- stead of acting upon the old constitutional prineiple of witholding the supplies until the grievances of the People were redressed, which jt was earnestly and seriously urged te de, it seemed to consider itself of no other use, and chosen for mo other purpose, but te vote, night after night, immense sums of money | to be drawn from the pockets of the peeple; axhils : Ing at the same time, the utmost mdifdrence, and ot: ten the most sovereign contempt, of all consideration | in what manner such enormous sums could be obiain- ed, without the risk of involving the great produc tive interests of the country in the most extensive em barrassment amd ruin. 
* That in proef of this, your Majesty has only to look at the unprecedented numbers of bankruptcies and inselvencies of farmers, traders, and others of your honest and industrious subjects, through all the years of the existence of the last House of Commons; and your Majesty wil] thereby be convinced that while great numbers of landed preprietors have been driven from their paternal mausions, and have been compellhd to sec them occupied by lean-mongers and stock-jobbers; while ethers have removed themselves, their familics, and their fertunes for ever from your shores; and while the middle classes of your subjects have been reduced with frightful rapidity ta the la- bouring elass, the labouring class has been reduced to abselute beggary and want, That numbers have ac- tually died from starvation, and others have been obliged to submit to the mest degrading services, and 10 see themselves and their families the victims of fever, induced by famine, that thus, in a short time, instead of ruling, like the two first princes of the House of Brunswick, ever a natisn devoted te your Government by (he happiness and blessings it shonid enjoy, your Majesty may find yourself ruling over a nation of paupers and of placemen—of those who live upon the taxes and the peer rates on the one haud, and on the other hand of loan~mengers and beriew- mongers, wallowmg in the stagnant and unproductive decumulations of their joint and several monopolies. Such, Sire. are the effeets of the accursed and unna- tural funded system, in its last agomies: and the vam attempts to save this monster in England, are atthis moment everrurning the Governments of ether coun- tries far moe rapidly than the folly, or even, the wickedness of their rulers. That the acts of the late Ouse of Commons, beth of omission and eommission | Under which the people ef this ence happy country, | Ave been brought to such a state of wretchedness and suffering, inculpate all concerned in the highest degree | of Criminality, 
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pee by namu to your Majesty all thowe who are fred- 
ing upen the vitals of the country, »s the only chance 
left, since argument has failed, of saving itself, and 
perhaps even the Throne of your Majesty, from the 
storms of convulsion 
‘That in erder to have obviated such comghcated 

evils as sre hereinbefore set forth, it was the duty of 
the House of Commons ito have done mors ard to 
bave talked loss. 

‘ Twar Tusr House was told, both within these 
walls and without these walls, that the reasen why t 
didnothing for the people, why it fet no sympathy 
intheir sufferings, no anxiety for ther relief, was be-~ 
cause the majority of its Members had an interest di- 
rectly opposite to the interests of the prepie: that ths 
mojority was not chosen —as of right and what it 
oaght to have been, by (le majority of the landown= 
ers and  househe!ders of England, but was nomin- 
sted and appointed by a few individuals, who partly 
by the effects of time and accident, but still more by a 
barefaced perversion of the spirit and meaning of our 
laws and Constitution, had acquired the power of sel~ 
Jing, or otherwise disposing of, the seats m this House, 
in such a manner as’ best suited their ewn pur- 
poses. 

* That the Tate Houss™ of Commons was also re- 
peatedly called upon, entreated and implored, to set 
about reforming sueh- a monstrous abuse, but that it 
uniformiy refused to listen to such call; and, though 
hesitating, fluctuating and changing, upon other 
questions of vital eonssquencs te the country. upon 
this question of reform it dstermined to follow the 
tdvice of one of its own Members. 2nd one of its 
awn ¢ temporary, elective, Dietators, dependent upon 

$ own corrupt, and prostituted voles,’ which hud 
been truly called © the most odious of all forms eof 
tyranny,’ to oppose reform: in every shape, to the 
end of its political existence;—and (hat, to the eernal 
disgrace of the last House of Commons, it kept this 
profligate determination obstinately to the last, But your Majes'y may be assured thst, if your Majesty 
had not been advised tn dissolve the last Parliament 
in the sudden and unexpected manner in which it 
was distolved, the late glarious events which have 
taken place in France, would have had a mighty ef- 
fect in shaking thie pioflizate determmation of the said 
hotse, and of mducing it to cons:der the diffsrence 
between the guilt of bringing on death upon a nation | 
by slow pwison, or by a sudden blow; and that, by 
the law of England, there is such a thing as treason 
against the people as well as treason against the 
King. Your Masesty may alse be further assured 
that, when great numbers of the Nobility, being 
Members of the Privy Counctl, were charged, in des- 
pite of the constant prayers of the church, with be- 
ing traffickers of the seats in this house, and that ene 
of the fruits of such traffic was—not an endowment of 
‘grace, wisdom, and undsrstanding,’—but an endow- 
ment of more than half a mullion a year of the pub 
lic money among themselves, and that another fruit 
was the patronage of the Church, of the Army und 
Novy, and of the collection of abont sixty millions a 
year of taxes among the families, friends, and depen— 
dents of ths masters of seats in the House of Com 
mons; if these things had been seriouely considered, 
itis not to be believed that the blood of Englishmen 
would, submit to be for ever tainted with such poli- 
tical disgrace, but [that there would have been a race 
among the said masters and the buyers and sellers of 
seats in Parliament’ who should be foremost in lying 
down upon the altar of his country ‘this unballowed 
>nd most damned property of power of | afficking in 
the representation of the Commons of England, 
Your Majesty may consider it as the firm conviction 
of the people, that if the last House of Commons had 
dene its duty, it ought, upea every principle of justice, 
te have reduced the taxes at least in the same pro- 
tion thar it raised the value of the currency; and thus from which nethirg can excuse them | Balf the present amount of taxes might and ought tn Ut a sincere and contrite confession of their sins,and | have been taker off, eluding the whole of the cruel 

A total and immediate alteration of their cn, | Without which it will be the duty of this House to ex- 
and harassing Exeise Laws, aud all those cheating, 
direct taxes by which - every labouring man who ex 

pends thirty pounds a year, has eighteen pounds taken 
from him. All the just expenses of the equity, in 
the same proportion as the taxes; and all the just ex- 
penses of Government in useless and siuecure places— 
Diplomatic. Colonial, and ¢11 ether departments, kept 
up selely for the {purpose of corruption—might and 
would have been done away with, 1f the last Flouse 
of Commons had been the real, and mot the sham 
Representatives of the people. That the late attempt 
to destroy the freedom of the press and the freedom 
of Election in France, and thereby the more effeetual- 
ly to rob the people of that country of their rights and 
property, never would have been made, if the last 
House of Commons had had the sense and honesty 
to have restored freedom of Election in England: 
that the King of France might still have been upon 
bis throne, and all daager have been prevented from 
the mischief of anarehy and confusion, whieh ‘have on- 
ly been avoided by the unexampled wisdom of the 
brave and learned youth of France, and the splendid 
forebeararee of the brave and henest working men of 
Paris, who did not hesitate to risk their lives when they 
saw that a system of tyranny and taxes were about 
to be {fixed for ever on them and on thew children. 
And 1a reference to this affair, se important 1m its 
consequences, too mueh praise and thanks eannot be 
given to your Majesty for the honor you have con- 
ferred on England, whose sens were heretofore famed 

fas ‘ever first and foremost in the ashievement of liber 
ty,” in taking the lead and setting the example of ae- 
Uenowledging the new King of the Erench; who like 
| your Majesty, sits upon hie throne by the best and 
{ highest of all'titles, that whieh is said to be the veice of 
( Gop himself—namely, the voice of the people. For 
| ts great honour and serviee, it is the unapimeus opin- 
{ion of this House, of the who.e nation, not to say of 
{all Earope, that this act may justly be ascribed to tha 
| personal eharacter of your Majesty, and to your owa 
| s2nse of Justice, and of the true interests of your sub- 
Jects; and your Majesty therefore deserves to enjoy 
the hope, that your name may be remembered by 
tmillians still unborn, for the lasting blessings of peacas 
{and friendship Yetween France and England wh ey 
| this act of your Majesty has every prospect of conse - 
jledating. And the Members of this, the first Hous: 
of Commons in the new Parliament, promise your Ma- 
Jesty, as 1t'is fit they should, that, if others learn nn. 
thing by example, they will; ani as they do net doubt 

| that a King who has already given such proofs of hiy 
| desire of being beloved by his .peovle, and of promot- 
ing the welfare and happiness of the industrious clas - 
ses—that a King, who more than thirty years ago 
{rom his own mouth, in L ih iment denounced 
| monopolies as the canker of the State,’ and calle: 
|upen the Legislature {lo root them o uty 
| endure to see his peeple ruined and his crown put tc 
hazard by that worst of all menapolies 

[of the seats of the House of Commons, 
plore your Majesty to withdraw your confidenes, 
the patronage of the Cron, fram all persons 

Lin, or resalved upon upholding, this odious tra 
{ thereby implicating your Majesty in such eo 1 
{And if, in so doing your Majesty, who as yet stand 
clear of this system, and absve all suspicion mn tie 
eyes of tha country, should have to encounter a factis 
{ous opposition to your government, or if the usurninc 
proprietors of seats in the Flonss of Commons 
be 50 lost to every sense of justice, and to theiz own 
interest, as to dare to set up their usurpation against 
the ancient, just, and undoubted prerooatives of the 
Crown, your Majesty may rely upon the zealous and 
determined support of this House, and of Four pea 
ple, even to the last drop of their bloo?. 
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