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FROM BLACKWOOD’S MAGAZINE FOR FAKULRT. 

ON THE LATE. REVOLUTION 
It is » melancholy fact, 
experience of the past 

and nations. A few persons indeed, . who have atten story of former errars, are aware of they invariably lead; and Jament the in the same way a do’ the ¢ 

is ota 

as they aceer. of individual 
hn 

ak intemper~ os es upon the great mass jof mankiad, the young, the uc- i he ambitious, such examples. ar Each suceessive generation plunges into without the #fightest regard fo (he fatal effec has produced upon their predecessors; te, ge rashness with which they. sl ®ce, and ttifled the voice of reason ll ROW sixty years since Mr. Hume closed the H : lish Revolution with these remarkable words: rg hag now successively reaped the melencholy pl > 1bjuries they had suffered, revenged en the 
A, too, by the same arts which had. been Mselves. The King had, in some 

Ptatogative beyond the due bounds, and Mk igh put an end to the liberties o 

istory o 
¢ Albpar- 

ir_enewies; and 
1 piactised ‘against 
inslancer, stretched his 
aioed by the church, hed n f the nation. The Pres« 

Mans cheeked the progress of the court and clergy, excired ty and hypéerisy the populace first to tamults, then to was, 2 the King, the Peers, und all the royalists. . No seener ok reached the pinnacle of grandeur, than. the Independents, 
“gain the appearance of still greater sanctity, instigated the army ama them, and reduced them to subjection. “The Independents 
belligy their empty dreams of liberty, were oppressed by the re- 
Peiag of their own servants, and found themselves atonce ex~ 
Fecent to the insults of pewer .and.the hatred of the people. By 
that a8 well as all ancient example,’it was become evident, 

illega) violence, with whatever pretences it may be covered, 
=) Whatever object it may pursue, it must inevitably end at last 

| rier of a single person.” 
” 

© arbitrary and despotic 
th Ubstitute the Constitutional Assembly and their supporters for oobi resbyterians—the @irondists for the Independents—the Jx- 

0s for the Fifth Monarehy Men—Napoleon for Cromwell, and 
of 18tory eof the progress of the English may be taken for that 

the French Revolution. 
Re horyly after the publication of Mr. Hume’s History, the French dope lution broke out... The lessons of ancient, as well as of mo- 
fr RB experience were immediately forgotten—the enthusiasm of 

™ overspread Europea mew era in the political system 
anticipated, an perfect virtue expeeted, durmg the tumults 
Clon, ag if mo such names as those of Marius and Sylla, of 

the PY and Oectayivs, of Cesar or Cromwell, had been known in 

ag 
of 1a 

world, 
Msgs Years elapsed—a generation passed away through the 
ois ir time, or were mown down by the sword—new causes of 

Plaint arose in the French eation, and a second Revolution 
he Place. Yhe dear-bought experience of recent times was Mediate) 
all y. forgotten—the horrors of 1793 were passed over in 
ti ce~a new era of social ha 
Ere od hopes were 
%5¢—and the ma 

ppiness was anticipated—revolu— 
again awakened—democratic ambition of new 

Pos ! suof the people shared in the joy at the sup- 
berg. tr'umph of freedom, as if its post consequences had been 
ha \‘erated from the book of Time—as if the efforts of patrietism 
ots been succeeded: by the rise of Wickedness—humane phi- 
the "py by revolutionary cruelty—the conquests of freedom by 

reign of Rebespierre. 
alg At is still more extraordinary, the recent Revolution was 
the Pe Y common consent, characterised as totally distinct from 
hish mer, in consequence. of the BLOODLESS TRIUMPH by 

It was said to be distingwished—the moderation d isplayed 
mob in the use of vietory—the generous sbstinence from 

by the 

Pillage afer the overthrow of the rcyalist troops—the absences of 

verified by every day . pected, and in a few davs Paris wore its usual appearance, and, 

ly last boii: i dor the animated looks of itweitizens; it could not have been 

ded to thew discovered that any-convalsion had taken place. 

the cansequences to which 
Rrogress. of national violence. 

ewholiy thrown uway. 
the abyss of passien, 
ts which such canduct 
and Jament, when too 

gbied the advice of experi- 

f guard, after the resistunce had ceased, phugled with the re— 

easure of ageing 

BR imenan aeed PE 

Fo The "mobs of Paris immediately formed themselves into armed 

bands; 50,000 national guards were ¥peedily organized with that 
rapidity und effect whichever in nliages been die chiracteristic 

of the French populaces and (rom that time forward, the eufuty of 
5 me.ropolis wns exchisively intrusted to its insurrectionary 
forge. * 

No pillage of private hduses—no disorders of any kipd, fol- 
i lowed this trimiiph of the popoliar arms. Wily the exception of 
! those killed during the combat, or by the populage in the first heat 
; of revenge, ‘no mw ders took place: “I'he reyal paluces were res— 

The excessive scarcity of pravisions in the end of Saptember, 
1789, produced popular convulsion, which led to the inva- 
s100 of Versailles, and the inundation of the palace hy an armed 
rabble, and had well nigh, proved fatal to thes royal family. 

"Yet even on the trying occasion, when the horrors of famine 
were added to ‘the natural excitation of a Revolution, and the 
very lowest classes, the POISSARDES and j orters, headed the 

tamult, but little blood was shed; and with the exception two’ 
: of the guard du corps, who weve Killed in resisting the inva- 
sion of the royal apartments no lives were lost. The national 

| volutinnary pikemen, and ‘the body guard “of Louis marched in 
I procession wn the following day with the forces of the ‘popu- 
lace, amidet the shouts of the multitude. 
From the tine that the royal family “settled in Paris, on Oto: 

ber. 8,: 1789, “till the revolt of August -10,+1792, a period of 
nearly three years, hardly any “blsodshed, and no pillage or 
eonflagrations,” took place in ‘Pir With: the exception of the 
baker Foulan, who’ was murdered in a ‘meb, produced by the 
scarcity of provisions, ‘and one or'twb’ other persons who fell 
victims to the same cause of popular excitation, no individual 
lost his life; and, excepting the Marquis de Favras, who ‘was 
convieted of high treason by the Court of Chatelet, no person 
whatever was sent te the scaffold by the - Constitwent Assembly 
during more than twe years that: their’ power was unrexisted 
in France.}# 

Even on August 10,7792; when ‘the Puoxbourgs rose inopen 
insurrection against the Throne and (hé Legislitive Assembly, 
and the Maonorch, with allhis family, were made prisoners by 
the multitude, no greater violence was perpetrated than on. the 
27th July, 1830.» On both occasions the Tuileries were plun= 
dered, and the Swiss guard defeated and massacreed; bat no ge 
neral or indiseriminative violence took place.No plunder of private 

| Jow-citizens. Stich were Hambden and 8 dney in the English; 
Bailly and Rowland in ‘the French Revolution. There is an a~ 

umrphs of the arms of freedom, It is, accordingly remarkable, vs 
Guizot has observed,® with how much humanity the English Ca- 
valiers and Roundheads behaved towardseach other in the begin- 
ning of the Civil Wars; and’ it was not till its later stages, that 
the exasperation arising-from mutual Injury, rendered the practice 
common; >of “mak ing: prisoners of those who were taken in battle. 

InFrance, in {ike manner in ¥789, equally as 1830, all was hu- 
manity and gentleness in'the commedcement of the Revolution; the 

death of Berthier, * Was then thé" blood which has been shed se 

of the Public; and the President of the’ Constituent Assembly 
fainted when he read the letter containing the details of the mas— 
sacre of Avignon; and that celebrated Body. evinced from first to 
last, even according tothe admission of the royalist historians, a 
constant repugnance to ‘the shedding of blood.”’} 
But after the first ebulition of virtuous feeling, the bad passions 

tions, = Vulgar ambition is roused from: its lethargy, Poveity is 
deprived of its ‘employment, the ‘populace’ become habituated to 

sions of the state, rapidly falls, and the multitudss wlio are thrown 
out of work by the stoppage of commercial éuterprise, assemble 

they have incurred: Human wickednets speedily takes advan- 
tage of the passions which have arisen, thé public sufféring 1s 
ageribed to the fanlts of government, and starving multitudes lend 
.a ready ear to the flattering tale, that their ranks aréalone im- 
maculate, and that tyranny and ‘corruption universally ‘prevail in 
the higher classes of the'state. 

In“this way, from good begianings ensue bad zonsequences; to 
virtuous resolution succeeds guilty ambition; to thégilded antioi- 
pation of hope, the sad realities of despair. This progress 1a- 
pidly took place in France, immediately after the revolution 
The public revenue, which, in 1789, was £24.900,000 sterlisg, 
fell, in 1790, to * £17,000;000;1* andthe distress. which ensued 
among the people infinitely exceeded* any thing which had been 
experienced before the popular rulecommenced. The ablest of the 
republican historians§ genfess, that one quarter of thé evils which 
assailed the Republic would have crushed the“Monarchy, 

Nothing, accordingly, can be more instructive than the charac. 
houses—no conflagration of (he city ensued. So completely 
were the foremost of the assnilants masters of their passions, 

that, after the“Swisc’ guards were driven from the Place Ca- 
rousel through the Palace into the gardens of the Tuileries, 
the insurgents, fearful of injuring the marble statutes with 
which that “fine quarter is ornamented, by" firing at dhe fugi- 
tives who had climbed upon them, prickfed them with their 
pikes antil they came down, and murdered ‘them ‘at their foot 
with their bayonets. - On the followivg «morning all Paris 
came out to view the scene of the conflict, and groups of well 
dressed citizens, and: inquisitive females were 10 be seen a- 
midst the fragments of the strife, and on ground-yet reeking 
with the blood of the unfortunate defenders of the throne 

It was not till the 2d September, 1782, three years: alter 
the storming of the Bastile, that the massacrees in the prisons 
commenced, and that bande of ferocious ruffians, paid by the 
Municipality of Paris, mwtered six thousand unoffeading yie- 
tims in the Lublic plaees of confinement = Then, and net till 
them, began the reign of ‘blood, and each successive “convul- 
sion brought a more sanguinary faction to the head of af- 
fairs. - The Girondists, or humane republicans, who had aided 
the revolt in order to bring themselves “into power, speedily 
fell beneath the swords of the Jacobins; and were led. out to 
the scaffeld, amidst the applauses of the people, whom they 
had so recently ‘led to vietory; the Jacohins, after deluging 
France with blood, yielded tothe sanguinary rule bf the Com- 
mittee of Public Safety; and it, in 1s tarn, cronched be- 
neath the iron despotism of Robespiesre. 
What went on in the interval, from July 34, 1789, to 

\ 

e roused to the deeds of 

ter of the different classes who successively rose to eminence 
| during the progress of the French Revolution. First appeared 
the Constituent Assembly, headed by Lafayette, Batlly, and Mi 
rabeau, ardent patriotism, courageous in resolution, firm in the 
love of freedom, but the decided friends of order, and attached to 
a constitutional monarchy.. So long as they headed the populace, 
all was harmony in the'ranks of freedom; but when the King's 

flight to Varennes bad shaken’ the public mind, the republi.- 
can leaders appeared; an insurrection took place, planne 

by Brisot and the Girondists, and the friends of the Const. 

tutional throne “headed by Lafayette, engaged and defea'_ 
ed the [orces bf the populace in the Camp de Mars: Tn. 
stantly,’ Lafayette, Bailly, and “the early leaders of the re. 
volution, fell into ebliqny: and the latter was dotmed fo a 
cruel and igneminious death, by the people whose libertie, 
his firmness had saved;-and the fermer only owed his life io 
his captivity in an Ausirian dungeon: The Girondieta then 
rose to eminence; republican in principle,’humane in inten. 

tion, gentle in charactery but destitute of the ‘audacity 10 
seize. or the firmness to“ command success. ~ Then reiun 
as that of all gond men, in public convulsions, was short! 
they supported the insurrection of August 108, which ove. 
turned the throne, and immediately became the victims of 
the Jacobwds, and set ‘more daring, more sanguinary,¥ less 
scrupulous than themselves. Then came the reign of Blond; 
the unrelenting sway of revolutionary Cruelty and plebeian 
Revenge. A merciless sword waved over France, mowing 

version too, to blood in the commencement af civil dissensions; the: 
lust stages. of violence are not reached in the outset of strife, and . 
the better feeiings of our nature frequently ‘prevail in the first tri- 
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there the great eorr 
py Superior virt 
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had 
from that da 
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murders after the strife had ceased. 
"gs were exultingly contrasted-with the savage ferocity of 
er times—the hloudy annals of the reign of terror, with the 
C termination of the battles in Paris—the Dictatorship of 
“pierre, wiih the censtitutional. throne of Louis Phi- 

however, is still the same; ‘a Revolution now 
ifferent from what it was in 1793—the mob of 1830 is mot 
tues than that which stormed the Tuileries in 1792. 

‘Supposed difference between the two. Revolutions vanmhes 
eetor of error, Dates, 1sbrought into view; 

ue of the present time is only- supported by sur- 
I PERIOD which elapsed between the overthrow 

e King, and the bloody. revenge of his antagonists. 
on July 14, 1689. “The revolt of the 

Guards, and the disaffection of the Frevch: 

These pro- 

troops round 
previously destroyed the supports of the monarchy, and 

the supreme power passed into the bands of the 

* Hume, chap. Ix. ad fem, 

Sept. 2, 1792? How were the peop! 
down alike the dignity of rank, the ‘splendour of opulence, blood, which, after a tranquility of three years, commenced 

with such appalling energy, and continued with euch merciless 
severity? What extinguished the human philosophers who insti- | 
gated the Revolution, or swept off the generous republicans 
who strove to mitigate its fary? The answer is, in one word, | 
Acrtation: During the whole intervening peiind, the dema- 
gogues never ceased to distarb the public mind. Absurd: reports 
of danger, appeals to the spirit of Freedom, incessant abuse 
of the” Aristocrats, continued flattery of the people, were the 
methods by which the character of the revolt was changed, by 
which the moderate measures of rational men were brought 
into discredit, and an appetite ereated for fresh convulsions 
and more sanguinary revenge. 
The wicked men, who are ultimately dangerous, da not ap- 

pear in the commencement of public distarbances. Resistance 
against oppression is generally begwn and headed by generous 
minds; men who put their lives in peril to wave their country, and 
run the danger of the scaffold, to secure the liberties of their fel- 

® Migaet, chap. 1. 
+ Lacretalle, vol. vii. 

the Justre of talent, and the graces of beauty. ; 
Sach'is the natural progress of revolution. Tis counter. 

part may be traced in the successive sway of the Presbyre. 
ians, the Independents, and the Fith«Monsrchy men; in the 
English Rebellion, Each successive faction which vices to 
the head of affuirs is more extravagant, more cruel,” mere 
tyrannical, than that which preceded it. Liberty is totally 
destroyed during the struggle for power, and her nime wvok- 

ed only as the means of rousing the people to new exer 
ticns, and te the support of more sanzuinary ambition, 
These truths are familiar to every one aequainted with 

the History of Revolution; but they seem to have Leer 
TOTALLY FORGOTTEN in the public est'mation the last 

the €ppat Phe pm» 

ol 

French Revolution. When the lea lers of 

* Hisi. de la Rev. de "Angleterre, val. i. 
t Lacretelle, vol. viii. 
t Arthur Young i. 584. 
§ Migaet, vol. 1, 

wiler » 

horror evinced at Baruave for his celebrated expression ou the 

very pure?’ was such that he never recovefed the good opinion 

come iate play which have been stirred up in the public conten- - 

the intoxication of flattery, publi¢ ‘credit’ shaken by the eonvul- - 

in tumultuous‘hedtes, and demand some benefit {rom thé dangers 


