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ON THE LATE.

1

EVOLUTION :

It is a melancholy f; ifi i
r y fact, verified by every day : that i
o experionce of tha. pact. 1 :0151“; Ioseybmi)l'::::"i:»:;?:lldu:'w'bm dor the aaimated locks of itweirizens, -it couid vot have been

A few'persons indeed,  who have

and nations.

the abyss of passien,
( ts which such conduct
o e e s, o
v with which they slj i i
#ice, and etifled the voice of rcal);;n e g ek
'hl'l_s ROW sixty yearssince Mr. Hume closed the History of
u“h—'qhsh Revolu(.mn with these remarkable words: ¢ Albpar- |
e ad now successively reaped the melenchely pleasure of ageing |
o, 'Buries they had suffered, revenged on their enemies; and
%, t0o, by the same arts which had. been piactised ‘against
"y mselves. The King had, in some instancer, stretched his
'e\’f‘ogalne beyond the due bolmds_, and aiged by the church, had
b " Digh put an end to the liberties of the nation. The Pres«
Ylerians cheeked the progress of the court amd clergy, excired
uz:‘iﬂlt and hypoerisy the populace first to temults, then to was,
had ":;! the King, the Peers, und all the royalists. . No seener
Undey ey reached the pmnaf'lc of grandeur, than the Independents,
> the appearance of still greater sanctity, instigated the army
lmid:: them, and reduced them to subjection. “The Independents
bellion their empty dreams of liberty, were oppressed by the re-
poseq t:fll}ll!elr own servants, and found themselves atonce ex~
rﬁce"‘ e insults of pewer and.the hatred of the people. By
t

at il 38 well as all ancient example, it was become evident,
an whtgal violence, with whatever pretences it may be covered,
; atever object it may pursue, it must inevitably end at last
© arbitrary and despotic government of a single person.”’*

th Ubstitute the Cunltitu.(iona! Assembly and their supporters for
oob; resbyterians—the @irondists for the Independents—the Jx-
08 for the Fifth Monarehy Men—Napoleon for Cromwaell, and
Vistory of the progress of the English may be taken for that

the French Revolution.
R&'h?rl}y after the publif‘vition of Mr. Hume’s History, the Freneh
d": ution broke out.. The l'easom of ancient, as well as of mo-
freeq eXperience were immediately furgou'en—lhe m_n_husmsm of
o™ overspread Europe—a mew era in the political system
anticipated, an< perfect virtue expeeted, durmg the tumults
um(:llon, as if no. such names as those of Marius and Sylla, of
the Pey and Octavius,of Ceesar or Cromwell, had been known in

world,

lap.:"'y Years elapsed—a  generation passed away through the
ol Io'{ time, or were mown down by the sword—new causes of
foby Pﬂl'"l arose in the French eation, and a second Revolution
‘mr..g' ace. The dear-bought experience of recent times was
pllon lately forgolten-—l‘he horrors of 1793 were pagsed over in
‘iona.eTa uew era of social hlnppmcls was anticipated—revolu—~
ms:l \opes were again awakened—democratic ambition of new
Pbed and the massof the people shared in the joy at the sup-
obly tr'umph of freedom, as if its post consequences had been
had :ra!ed from the !mok of Time—as il the efforts of patrietism
anmm been succecc_cd by the rise of wickedness—humane phi-
‘hEerPy by revolutionary crueity—the conquests of freedom by

r¢1gn of Robespierre.
"monml, 18 still more extraordinary, the recent Revolution was
the ¢, Common consent, characterised as totally distinct from
‘fhielfrmer' ia conrequenca. of the BLOODLESS TRIOMPH by
by the it was said to be distingeished—the moderation displayed
pilly ll'lob in the use of vietory—the generous wbstinence from
"y ¢ after the overthrow of the rcyalist troops—the absence of
ML Judical murders after the strife bad ceased. These pro-
ormmg"-wem exultingly contrasted-writh the savage ferocity of
’ﬂtiﬁer times—the bloudy annals of the rejgn of terror, with the
kol)ec lermination of the bat:!ns in Paris—the Dictatorship of
i B'Plerre, with the censtitutional. throne of Louis Phi-

s
of g

R Uman nature, however, is still the same; ‘a Revolution now
Py ot different from what it was in 1793—the mob of 1830 is mot
P Te virtuons l!mn that which stormed the Tuileries in 1792.
Wl): Supposed difference between the two . Revolutions vanmhes
the re the great eorreetor of error, DaTes, isbrought iuto view;
,t:.uper'lor virtue of the present time is only- supported by sur-
Mlhsﬁpc THE PERIOD which elapsed between the overtbrow

_“: ing, and the m“ddy revenge of his antagonists.
s e Rastile was stormed on July 14, 1689. “T'he revolt of the
®&ch Guards, and the djsaffection of the Frevsch-troops round
previously destrayed the supports of the wmonarchy, and

h arg, had

Ty

I that day the ‘supreme power passed into the hands of the
Assembly.

cOnstituem

* Hupe, chap. Ix. ad Gpem.

attended to thewy
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I The mob of Paris immediately furmed themsclves into armed

bands; 50,000 national guards were ¥peedily orgamized with that
rapidity und effect whichhuve in nli ages been i chiaracterisiic
of the Freach populaces and from that time forwerdy the safety of

“the me.ropolis was exchisively intrusted to its’ bisurrectionary

forcr.*

No pillage of private  héuses—no disorders of any kim_l, fol-
lowed this trininph of the popolar arms. - Wiily the! exeeption  of
those killed during the combat, or by the populnge in the firat heat

; of revcnge, ‘no mwiders took place: I'he’ reyal palices were res—

pected, and in a few dayvs Paris'wore its usual appearance, and,
discovered thut any-conwalsion had taken place.

I'he excessive scarcity of provisions in the end of Saptember,
769, produced ‘a popular convulsion,  which led- to the inva-
5100 of Versailles, and the inundation of the palace by an armed
rabblo, and had well migh, proved fatal to thesroyal family.
Yeét even on the trying oceasion, when the horrors of famine
were added 1o ‘the natiral excitation of a Revolution, and the
very lowest classes, the POI1SSARDES and j orters, headed the
tamult, but fittle blood was shed; and with the exception two
of the guard do corps, who weve killed in resisting the inva-
sion of the royal apattments no lives were lost. The national
guard, after the resistunce had ceased, mingled with the re-
volutinnary pikemen, and ‘the body" guard “of Louis marched in
procession wn the following day with the forces of the ‘popu-
lace; amidet the shouts of the-multitude.

From the time that the royal family ‘settled in Paris, on O¢to-
ber. 8,/ 1789, till the revolt of August -10,:1792, a period of
nearly three years, hardlg any bloodshed, and no pillage or
_C'O"ﬂilgrminns.' took pluce “in Pariw - With: the exception of the
baker Foulan, who' was mardered fn a meb, produced by the
scarcity of provisions, and one or'twb other persons who fell
vietims to the same cause of popular excitation, no individual
lost his life; and, excepting the Marquis de Favras, who ‘was
convieted of high treason hy the Court sf Chatelet, no person
whatever was sent te the scaffold by the - Constitwent Assewbly
duriag mere thun two years that'their’ power was untewisted
in France.}

Even oa August 10,1792, when the Paoxbourgs rose inopen
insurrection against thie Throne and(hé Legislutive Assembly,
and the Monorch, with allhis family, were made prisoners by
the multitode, no greater violence was perpetiated than on the
27th July, 1830. # On both occasions the Tuileries were plun=
dered, and the Swiss guard defeated and massacreed; bat no ge«
neral or indiseriminative violence took place.No plunder of private
houses—no conflagration of (he city ensued. So completely
were the furemost of the assnilants masters of their passions,
that, after the“Swisc' guards were driven from the Place Ca-
rousel through - the Palace into the gardens of the Tuileries,
the insurgents, fearful of mjuring the 'marble statutes with
which that fine quarter is ornamented, by firing at dbe fugi-
tives who had climbed upon them, prickled them with their
pikes antil they came down, and murdered ‘them at their foot
with their bayonets. - On the followisg ~morning .all Paris
came out to view the scene of the conflict, and groups of well-
dressed citizens, and inquisitive females were 10 be seen a-
midst the fragments of the strife, and on ground-yet reeking
with the blood of the unfortunate defenders of the throne

It was not till the 20 September, 1782, three years: alter
the storming of the Bastile, ¢hat the massacrees in the prisons
commenced, and that bands of ferocious ruffians, paid by the
Municipn!i(y of Paris, murtlered six thousand unoffendivg vic-
tims in the Lublic plaees of confinement = Then, and net till
them, began the -reign of ‘blood, and each succersive convul-
sion brought a more sanguinary faction to the head of nf-
fairs. - The Girondists, or humane republicans, who had aided
the revolt in order to bring themselves -into power, speedily
fell bencath the swords of the Jacobins; and were led out to
the scaffeld, amidst the applauses of the people, whom they
had 5o recently ‘led to vietory; the Jacobins, alter deluging
France with blood, yielded to"the sanguinary rule of the Com-
mittee of Public Safety; and it, in its turn, cronched be-
neath the iron despotism of Robespierre.

What went on in the interval, from July 34, 1789, to
Bept. 2, 1792? How were the people roused to the deeds of
blood, which, afrer a tranquility of three years, commeneed
with such appalling energy, and continued with euch merciless
severity? What extinguished the human philosopliers who insti- |
gated the Revolution, or swept off the generous ro;mhlimmsl
who strove to mitigate its fary? The answer is, in one ward,
AGITATION: During the whole intervening peiind, the dema-
gogues never ceased to distarb the public mind.  Ahsurd reports
of danger, appeals to the spirit of Freedom, incessant abuse
of the  Aristocrats, continued flattery of the people, were the
methiods- by which the character of the revolt was changed, by
)\'hich the mederate measures of rational men were brought
into discredit, and an appetite ereated for fresh convulsions
and more sanguinary revenge.

The wicked men, who are ultimately dangerous, da not ap-
pear in the eemmencement of public distarbances. Resistance
against oppression is generally begwn and headed by generous
minds; men who put their lives in peril tosave their eountry, and
run the danger of the scaffold, to -secure the liberties of their fel-

® Migaet, chap. 1.

itizens. Such were Hambden and Sydney in the Enﬁl“b'
and Rowland in 'the French Revolution. There is an a-
version too, to blood in the commencement of civil dissensions; the
luxt stages of violence are not reached in the outset of strife, and .
the better feeiings of our nature frequently ‘prevail in the first tri-
umrphs of the arms of freedom, It is, accordingly rem_arkn.ble.‘u
Guizot has observed,® with how much humanity the English Ca-
valiers and Roundheads behaved towards each other in the begin-
ning of the-Civil Wars; and’it was not till its later stages, tl}al
the exasperation arising-from mutual Injury, rendered the practice
comuion;*of “mak ing:prisoners of those who were taken in battle.
InFrance, in {ike manner in ¥789, equally as 1830, all was hu-
manity and gentleness in'the commercement of the Revolution; the
horror evisced at Baruave for hiscelebrated expression ou the
death of Berthier, * Was then thé blood which has been shed se
very pure?’ was such that he never recoveied the good opinion
of the Public; and the President of the' Covstituent Assembly
fainted when he read the letter containing the details of the mas—
sacre of Avignon; and that celebrated body evinced from first to
last, even according tothe admission of the royalist historians, a
constant repugnance to ‘the shedding of blood.”’}

But after the first ebulition of virtuous feeling, the bad passions
come iato play which have been stirred up in the public conten-
tions. - Vulgar ambition is roused from- its lethargy, Poveity is
deprived of its ‘employment, the populace’ become habituated to
the intoxication of flattery, publie ‘credit’ shaken by the eonvul- -
sions of the state, rapidly falls, and the multitudss wiio are thrown
out of work by the stoppage of commercial éuterprise, assemble
in tumultuous‘bedtes, and demand some benefit/from the‘dangers-
they have incurred: Human wickednets speedily takes advan-
tage of the passions which have arisen, thé public sufféring 1e
ageribed to the fanlts of government, and starviag multitudes lend
a ready ear to the flattering tale, that their ranks aré‘alone im-~
maculate, and that tyranay and ‘corruption universally ‘prevail in
the higlier classes of the'state.

Inthis way, from good begianings ensue bad zonsequences; tu
virtuous resolution succeeds guilty ambition; to thégilded antioi-
pation of hope, the sad realities of despuir. This progress 1a-
pidly took place in France, immediately after the revolution
The public revenue, which, in 1789, was £24.000,000 sterlivg,
fell, in 1790, to* £17,000;000;1* andthe distress. which ensued
among the people infinitely exceeded* any thing which had been
| expevienced before the popular rnle'commenced. ‘The ablest of the
republican historians§ gonfess, that one qnarter of thé evils whick
assailed the Republic would have crushed theMonarchy, .

Nothing, accordingly, can be more instructive than the charac-
ter of the different classes who successively rose to eminence
during the progress of the Frenth Revolution. First appeared
the Constituent Assembly, headed by Lafayette, Batlly, and Mi
rabeau, ardent patriotism, couragesus in resolution, firm in the
love of freedom, but the decided friends of order, and attached to
4 constitutional monarchy.. So long as they headed tho populace,
all was harmony in the'ranks of freedon; but when the King's
flight to Varennes had shaken’ the public mind, the republi.
can leaders appeareéd; an insurrection took place, planney
by Brisot and the Grirondists, and the friends of the Uonst _
tutional throne “headed by Lafayette, engaged and defea'_
ed the [orces of the populace in thd Camp de Mars: T
stantly,’ Lafayette, Bailly, and “the early leaders of the re.
volution, fell into obliquy: and the Jatter was douvmed fo »
crual and igneminious death, by the people whose libertie,
his firmness bad saved;-and the fermer only owed his life 1o
his captivity in an Ausirian dungeon: The Girondiets thep
rose to eminence; republican in principle,’humane in inten-
tion, gentle in charactery but destitute of the audaeity 1o
seize, or the firmness to* command success. * Thei reizn
as that of all gond men, <in public convulsions, was shorr.
they supported the insurrection of August 108, which ove:.
turned the throne, and immediately became the victims of
the Jacobds, and set ‘more daring, more sanguinary,¥ less
scrupulous than themselves. Then came thereign of Blond;
the unrelenting sway of revolutionary Cruslty and plebeian
Revenge. - A merciless sword waved over France, mowiny
down alike the dignity of rank, the ‘splendour of opulence,

+ Lacretalle, vol. vii.

the Justre of talent, and the graces of beauty. ;

Sach'is the natural progress of revolution. Tis counter.
part may be traccd in the successive sway of the Presbye:.
ians, the Independents, and the Fith«Monsrchy men; in the
English Rebellion, Each successive faction which rices to
the head of affuirs is more extravagant, more cruel,” mere
tyrannical, than that which preceded it. Liberty is tutally
destroyed during the struggle for power, and her nime nivok-
ed only as the means of rousing the people to new exer
ticns, and te the support of more sdnzuinary ambition,

These truths are familiar to every one aequainted witk
the History of Revolution; but ihey seem (o have Leer
TOTALLY FORGOTTEN in the public ectmation of fle laat
French Revolution. When the lealers of the CPpat Ui

* Hisi. de la Rev. de '"Angleterre, val. i.

t Lacretelle, vol. vlii.

T Arthur Yuur.g i. 584.
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