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{riend. Mark, as a sort of foil to his many excellent qualities, has
one terrible failing: it iga knack of Jaughing at one’s misfortunes;
or, to use,his own paliiating phrase, he has a habit of looking at
the ridiculovs side of things. Ridiculous! Heavens! as if any
one possessing a spark of humanity could perceive anything 10
excite his mirth in the circumstance of a fellow-creature’s being
forced out of his bed at such an hour! After exhibiting many con-
tortions of the mouth, produced by a decent desire to maintain a
gravity suitable to the occasion, he at length burst into a Joud
Jaugh; and exclaiming [with a want of feeling I shall never entirely
forget]  Well, I wish you joy of your journey—you must be up at
rour!’—away he went, It may be asked why [ did not forfeit
my  forty-four shillings, and thus escape the calamity. No; the
laugh would have been too much againsume: 80, resolving to puta
beld face on the matter, I—I willnot say I walked—I positively
swaccERED about the streets of Bristol, for an hour or two,
with all the self-importance of one whe has already performed some
extraordinary exploit, and is conscious that the wondering gaze
of the multitude is directed towards him. Being condemned to
the miseries, it was but fair that I should enjoy the hoaours, of
the undertaking.- To every person I met, with whom I had the
slightest aequaintance Isaid aloud, ¢ I startat five to~morrow
moraiag!” at the same time adjusting my cravat and pulling up my
collar; and I went into three or four sheps, and purchased trifles,
for which 1 had no earthly oacasion, for the pure gratification of
my vai-glory, in saying—¢ Be sure you send them to-night, for I
start at five in the morning!’. But beneath all this show of gal-
lantry, my heart—like that of many another hero on equally des-
{ perate oecasions—my heart was ill at ease. I have often thought
| that my feelings, for the whole of that distressing afternvon, must
have been very like those ofa person abeut to go, for the first
time, up 1 a_balloon. 1 returned to Reeves’ Hotel, College-
green, where I was lodging. ¢ D’ll pack my portmunteau (the
cantents of which were scattered about in the drawers, on the
tables; and en the chairsl—that will beso much gained on the
enemy,’ thought I; bur on looking at my watch, T “found I had
barely time to dress for dinner—the Norrington’s, with whom I
was engaged, being punctual people. ¢ No matter; I’ll pack it
to-night’ *I'was well I came to that deterizination; for the in-
stant 1 entered the drawing-room, Mrs Norrington rang the beli,
and just said to the servant who appeared at its summons— ¢ Din-
ner;' a dissyllable which, when so uttered, timed, and acco n-
panied, is a polite hint that the dinner has not been improvod by
your late arrival.

My story, however, had arrived there before me; and I must do
my friends the justice to say, that all that kindness could do for
me, under the eircumstanccs, was done. Two or three times,
indeed, Mark looked at me full in the face, and jaughed outright,
without any apparent cause for such a manifestation of mirth;
and once whenyafter a few glasses of wine; I had almest ceused
to think of the fate that awaited me, Miss Adelaide suddenly 15-
quired, ¢ Do you REALLY start at five?—isn’t that rather early?’
[t RATHER,’ replied T, withall-the composure 1 could assume
| But for a smile, and a sly look at her papa, I might have attri-
‘ buted the distressing question to thoughtlessnees, rather than a de»
| liberate desire to infliet pain. To parody a we.l-known lise, I
‘ may say that, upon the whele—
|

¢ Tome this Twelfth-night was no night of mirth,”

Jefore twelve o’clock, I left-a pleasant circle, reveling inall the
delights of Twelfth-cake, pam-loo, king-and-queen, and forfeits, 1o
pack my portmanteau,

¢ And inly ruminate the morning’s danger!” R

The individual whe, at this time, so ably filled the important
e of ¢ Beets,” at the hotel, was a character. Be it remember-
ed that, in his youth, he had been discharged from his pl: r
omitting te call a gentleman, whe was to go by one of the morning
coaches, and who, thereby, missed his journey Thig misfurtune
ea lasting impression on the intelligent mind of Mr.
¢ Boots,”said I in a mournful tone, *“ yeu must eall me a1
o’clock.’
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