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TRADE WITH THE COUNTRIES ON THE NIGER.

‘We arrwve pow at the wmportant question, what
prospests this great interior commginication. epens to
Butish Commerce. 1ts branches in Afriea cince the |
aholition of that dark one, winch Britain. has so justly |
prescribed, bave been limited; and bigh autharities hiave
even doabted if they could admit of any great extension,
But it must be observed that the ntercourse has hither-
10 Jeen almost exclusively wilh the coast; the (errnnry!
along which is comparatively unproductive, and its in- |
-babitants idle and miserable. It has always been|
found, 10 proportion as travellezs penetrated iuland, that
they came to a superier region and people; that, con-
trary to what takes place in other contioents, all the
large cities, all the valuable and prosperous branches
of dustry, were at a distance from the sea. This
has been imputed, and not without some. reason, to
the demoralizing influence of the European slave-trade.
But there is besides a pbysical cause which must have
a powerful influence, A much greater extent of the
surface of Africa than of any other continent is situated
between the tropics, and even immediately under the
lwe. Sterility is_there yroduced bythe scorching rays
of the sun, to which the coasts from their low level, are
particularly liable, and by which many tracts are ren-
dered parched and arid. Others, by the same low
siluation, are exposed to the inundation of the great
rivers, which, swelled by the violent tropical rains,
spread often into wide pestilential swamps.  But: the
interior territory becoming always more elevated, en-
joys a. more temperate chmate, and is diversified by
hills and mouctan ranges, the streams from which sup
ply copious woisture, without delugmz the (erritory with
any permanent inundation.  The countries repdered ac-
cessibe by the Niger, and its tributeries are undoubted-
ly the most productive. and industrious in all Afriea;
and their populstion, notwithstanding the diffculty. of
forming any precise estimate, can scarcely be rated at
fess than twenty five. millions. It seems . impossible
that British enterprise ean find access to such a region,
without . drawing from it very considerable results. [
The two questions which call for consideration are— |
ihe articles of British produce, for which a vent may be |
found 1n this quarter of the world; and ?lvm comamodities |
which may be procured in exchange. Under the first!
head e may at once refer to that manulacture in whu:h:
Britain most excels, and has carried to the greatest ex- |
tent.  Cotton fabrics are alone suited to the ciunate of |
Central Africa, and in fact clothe ber entire population, ‘
‘1t 1s true, they are mapufactured with skill within the |
country itself; but the example of India, where Man- |
ciwster and Paisley have aupplnnl»-": in_ their, native |

|
|
4

seats the superb muslins and calicoes of Dacca and |
Masulipetum, leaves lit'le doubt that the less hnH.anti
products of the African loom would he unable to with. |
sfand the competition . There is even no need of re<|
curring, to so distant ao illustration. Manzhester |
clothes Bonny and Eboe, at Kiama, more than two |
bundred mues iland; her robes, of coarse and guady |
patterns, formed the favourite ornaments - of the negro
dzmsels, though their moderate original cost had been
raiscd by a long land carriage to an a!moet. Tuinous
deight.  The navigation of the Niger seems hitherto to
have been little iostrumental m diffusing commodities
through the interior The zommunication is almost en-
tirely between city and city. the chief of Damugge did |
not know the existence of Eyeoor Youri 1t was only
at Bgga, the hmt of the move improved and ndustri.
cous districts, that European commodities began to “ap-
pear. - Besides cotton stulis, arme, it is to be feared

would be a promment article; but not to mention their
wvse in bunting, perhaps the excbange of the KEuropean

, of the demand.

{or the African mode of wa: fare would on the whole ra- what connectioncan be traced between these new dis-
ther advance cwilization. Jewels, toys, every gaudy | coveries, and our previous knowledgze of Africa; whether
and ghttering object, is swted to the rude taste ofthe|any, and what antlcipations have been formed by an-
Alrican chiefs; and as they have pot yet learned to dis- | eient writers of that lower course of the Niger which
tinguish the real value of these commodities, bigh prices’ has now for the first time been navigated by Europe-
might for some tune be obtamed, though experience and aos.  These will, we believe, be found ~extremely
compettion would doubtizss open their eyes  The re- limited.  Ptolemy, who delineates the river as entire~
turas claun our pext attention, and forw ratber a were| ly inland, and without any branch flowing to the south-
d:ieult subject. At the head of the exports we placed | ward, evidently had no idea of this termmation. The
manciactured cottons, and at the head of the imports!case may be somewhat different with regard to the
we are disposed to place the raw material.  Tlus 8| Arabiae writers, who describe their ¢ Nile of the Ne-
produced abundantly, and it we may trust the report of!graes’ at flowing westward and falling into the At-
travellers, of excellent quality, over the whole of tropi-| lautic. ~ We have endeavoured to shew, in a former
cal Africa. JSuropean commerce secms never to have|article, (June 1826,) that their settlements were all
reached the cotton growing disinicts, which are all con-1in the territory pow called [foussa! and that their
siderabvy. in the interior,  The demaud . Britajn s Nile was not the Niger of Park, but a rompound of the
immense, the anoual imports being valued at nearly eight | streams_flowing along. that plain, perticularly the Quar-
millons sterling.  This demand too would be augment- | tama, or Zirme. It may be supposed that this last
ed,if Africa, hke India aadthe United States, after stream, joined to the part of the Niger navigated by
supplying the raw material, took back the manufactured | Lander, formned their Nile, and that they thus only er-
produce. Iudigo, moreover, the most valuable of dyeing | red by supposing a tributary to be the main branch.
stuffs, and which Britain imports sometimes to the va-! But the great imperfectiov of their knowledge is clearly
lue of apwards £1,000,000, 1s preduced in these coun-| proved by the ignorance of all the defails no# observed
tries plentifully,and, it is said, also of excellent qualty. | by our traveller; and more particularly by the state—
Hides and skins, and some gold, would be the only im-| ment, that from Tocrur (Sockatoo) to the Ulil, where
portaut ai'ditional articles, for paln oil, at present the | the gceat river fell into the sea, was only eighteen days’
most. extensive one, bemg produced 1o the countries| journey, which cannot be rated so high as 300 miles,
near the coast, is probably furmsbed ta the full extent| whie the real distance to the gulf of Benin does not
! Alter copsidering what are hkely to|fall short of 700. - There may, however, be room to be-
be the objects of the trade on the Niger, the mote of | lieve, that they might receive a general intimetion of
condactirg it presents anotber question equally smport- | the termination of the Niger in the Atlantic, and might
ant and difficult. The obstatles are indeed such that, | suppose the remotest city in that direction of which th)av
accordig the erdinary resources of river navigation, they | obtained intelligence, to he at the point of its entrance;
appear altogether insuperable,- 'The pestilential atios- | as Sultan Bello snpposed Rakah and Funda to be u,-.-:
phere along the shores of this delta and its lower: es- | ports at the mouth of the river, The pame of Vouri
tuaries-——the violent and. turbulent character of the na- | bears some resemblavce to that of Ulil, and is readily
tive tribes; who would doubtiess regard the British as| coavertible, But the pits in which the salt of Uhl s
rivals and epemies—could scareely b surmonnted un- | said by Edrisi to have been found, and the desert alosg
less by some peculisr agency.  This, however, seems | which it was conveyed, suggest the western salt ey,
to be found in steam, which gives such an entir-ly new | and seem to prove that Ulil was Walet, and that the
charaeter and power to river pavigation, Propelled [ Lake Dibbie, in that imperfect state of krowledge,
by it, the vessel could be carried iu one day aod migut| was confounded with the Atloptie.  'The only writer
from the ocean to the head of the delta, and thus pass{ who discovers a distinet knowledge of any part of the
swiftly through the region of the pestilence; it could also | Nager navigated by the present travellers, 8 Leo Afri-
penetrate aud leave behind it hostile  [leets of armed | canus,- He describes it as a flowing between Guber
Practical skill and must: decide, | (which 1s still well ' known as a country of Hoeussa, and
whether the. steam vessels. shovld be brought direct|appears then to have been its ruling state] and Gago,
from Eagland, or be statined on the coast, where| whose fruittul territory, rade habitatians, the mnumers-
the gouds brought out by sailing vessels could be trans- | ble host of the royal wives, and its situation 400 miles
ferred mto them.  The first of these plans, of practica- | south from Timbuctoo, clearly establish to be Eyco,
ble, would avoud the cost of trgnshipment, and the, But he farls cltogether to trace it farther, or follow sts
dangers to health meurred durig such 2n operation on| progress downwards to the Gulf of Benin,  On tha cou -
a coast, every spot of which is insalubrious. It may| trary, be represents it as flowing in a westerly dipee-
be worth sug
branch wight not be the most advantageous for as-| the oceans This mmpressjon he evidently derived from
cending the river.  The navigator wonld thus at once| the Portuguese who early began to consider the Seng-
reach the bead of the delta, above Kiree, avaiding the gul and Gambia as the estuaries of the Niger, Thia
dangerous bar at the mouth of the Bras river, and the| last opmion continued to ba prevalent ameny modern
fieree rivalry of the natives, which would be encountered | Eunropeans; hence the anly attempts made to reach the
both there, and still more in the- Bonny chanuel.. It| Niger, were by the English {rom the Gambia, and the
may be presumed, however, that the trade can never| French from the Senegal, They proved abortive; and
be carried oo with facility, or to apy great extent, Delsle and D'Anwille obtained positive information
without a station on the Niger itself, where a depot of | that these rivers bhad 'no coupection with the I\'igr:"
European and Alrican goods could be formed; wherce| which rose iu the interior, and Howed eastward to Ty,
smaller vessels might ascend the inferior rivers, or {huso:1 buctoo. Yet they eonld never fully  overcome the
parts of the great stream of which the navigation is| general prepassession to the contrary, and had them.-
difficult or obstiueted. selves no correct iden as to its termmation, Heichard,

There would be an obvious convenience in endea~|a German writer, had the ?em of starting, and Mr,
vouring to obtain by purchase onme of the numerous M:Queen, of warmly suppBrting the, bypolhesis, which
islands by which the channel is in one place diversified. | bas now been so bappily venfied, 2ffords the main key
The only danger might be, of their being rendered un~ | to the geogrophy ofinterior Africa. Notwithstanding
healtby by a low and damp situation; in which case a the great ymportance of this d{scover)'. it bas by ne
salubrious and defensible position might be found on| means completed even the outline of our koowledge
one of the heights by which a great extent of the river | respecting the central regions of this continent; ,The
course 1s bordered, Tt remains only that we enquire | Tsbadda, with all the comntries on its baoks, which
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gesting, whether the Formosa or Benin| tion from Timbuctoo to Ghinea (Jennr), and thence to -




