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THE 6L EANER,
INFLUENCE OF THE PRESS
The following admirable remarks on the power, and
moral and political effects of the Press, were defivered

ARV RS 43 i hy S8, ant > eeds y
by Ely Moore, Esq. at the anniversary celebration of 102 fedrs stands recorded in their Jedicts and hists ul' by the press, and the declaration p no confirmation

the ¢ New York Typographical Associatinn.”

¢ Before 1 sit down, geotlemen, permit me to offer a
few remarks relative to the influence, power, and im-
portance of the prREss —the lever whieh 1s at this'me-
ment moving the world—that glorious luminary whieh
15 depelling the clouds of moral darkness, and. wariing
into life and action the mtellectual energies of mil
—whose benign and cheering rays are penetrating
very confines of civilization, and redeeming man
slavery, ignorance, and degradation. Would oy,
gentlemen, regard with deeper teresi the impartance
of your art, or prize more highly the character of our
ayocation, then contemplate, for a moment, the condti-
on of those tribes, or fraternities of men, who have
never experienced the benefits and advaptages of ‘the
Press, and contrast their sifuation with those who, are
priviteged to move within the sphere of its blessed -
fluence. nay, compare, if you will, the condi*ion of these
nations where the Press has Jiffused its light and dis-
pensed its intellectual treasures, with that of the mest
refined and enlightened nations, 1 the most zusprcions
and polished eras of antiquity, and mark the  difference
that characterises their pohtical, intellectual, and mork!
destinies. True, the celestial signs, and astronomical
figures, with other relics that have come dewn to ys
wspire us with admiration, and beget 1w us exalfsd
conceptions of the wisdom and glory of ancient I‘)g”t,
and irresistibly lead usto regard the land of the Py;a-

he

mids, the land of Osires and of Hermes, of Sesostiis, | s
| quent but partial- narratives of her historians, but ay

¢nd the Ptolemies, as the birth place of the arts and
sciences; whilst ber hewoglypbies, her golden ¥odiac,
and countless symbols, may be regarded as the 'first
books by whieh mankind were instrugted.

Ancient Greece and Rome too, might assert themr
elaims to wisdom, virtue and philosophy. The former
with pride and exultation might refer to the names of
Phidias and Praxiteles, as masters in sculpture: to Ap.
pelles and Timanthes m painting: to Demosthenes as
the first oi orators: to Solon and Lycurgus. ae wise
gislators, and to Bocrates and Plato, as unrivalled
moralists and philosophers; whilst the latter with eqoal
pride, might point £ ‘“names that know not death,”
to Brutus and Cicero, Aurelits and Cato, as models 1n
wisdom, virtue and heroism.

low

pride aud safeguard of free governments—but the terror and wherever a pamphlet or newspaper circulated the
L v o -

| end destined destroyer of all despotic. 4
{ of the earth it brings despair; they dread its power—

To the tyrants | people were made acguainted with the merits of the con«

troversy—were mspired with enthusiasm, and girded

L woilld famm stifle’ its flucnee—they tremble, and shud- | for the conflict.

! praseriplions.

i der " ag they name ity and the acknowledgment of|

I have said that hberties,so far, bave been preserved

{when addressed to an assembly so intimately acquaint-

| 1t bas been well said, that ¢ the Press is intimaté- |ed with the history. of the Republic as ¢ The Typo-
{ Iy ‘conunected with luman happivess.”” All the means]graphlcal Association of New York.” And, gentle~

ttombined and ewploy-d io promating the amelioration

men, you will permit me fo predict that if the Ameri~

of mahkind are not so powerful and so eflicacious as | can Republic shall be so fortunate as to shun the fate

' the pertodical press aloae.

| and instructs, whitiiersoever it reaches.

our greatest men) with its pich-treasures of science and
intelhgence, were struck from existeace, we should then
koow how much we bad possessed by feeling how. much
#e had lost. ~ * * # . Had tins great source of mstryc-
"tion and intelligence (continues the same writer) been
possessed by the old world, how differently might have
been its destiny, and hew rich the lessons of experience
transmitted to us. How precious would be a newspa~
| per, printed at the epoch of some of those memorable
| ¢ vents, that have come down to- us in ¢ thoughts that
breafhe and words that burn.” A Gazette ot Sparta,
or of Athens, when Xrrxes was upon the Hellespost,
or Leompas at Thermopliyle, woujd be a treasure far
| beyond the marble monuments which yet look out upon
i the rnins around them. 'The hopes, the fears, the ef-
| forts, the sacrifices of Greece, would be before us, not
in the 1mpassioned stramns of her poets, norin the elo-

they marked the approaching danger, and-the altera-
{tions n popular feeling.  And with equal vr.{ozregt
| should we gaze upon a sumilar mouument of the litera-
| ture and fortunes of [Rowe, when civil diseord, or fo
,lreign armies shook her power,. but not her resolution:
{ when ber citizens refreated to the sacred mauut, wihrn
{ the areat Cartha
the ficld o7 Canae.
| to camplete our kuowiedge of antiquity, these publica-
| tions would have furpiched

[ public voice is omnipotent—where the whole super
| structure of our institutions rests upon pnb!zn opriion

We grant, most readily | bow.amportant it is that the public mind should -be well |
grant, that each hid their wise, great, and good men. | informed; that it should be properly instructed not only
Like!in morals and the arts, but w the science of govern-|

rentan army swept her eagles from|

All that 1s wantiog, (e coazludes) |

In a government like ours, gentlemen, where ”)t‘[

But, alas! they wae *“ few and far between.” _
the pillars of Herwles, they towered in severe and soli-: ment, that the. people may. at all times be capable of
d ; : $2 : P 2T A .
tary grandeur amilst a barren waste; while all around ‘ l]x.dgu;_n_r of ¢ men and measares’ accurately; inasmuch as
k. : > o ) : 1 dise S f s e
was a wental  widerness. '1\n0wledge was confined | upon the intelligence, virtue, and diseretion of the péo-
. { ¢ c z X e el
to the academic goves, where none save the favored| ple depends the stability of our institutions, and the |
. d , : | : % y Lo i
few were allowecto enter; whi'st the multitude were| consequent happiess of millions; and for the diffusion as |
mere *¢ hewers of 700d and drawers of water’’——were | well as for the preservation, of this intelligence and virs

fts wflueree s telt aug | of those Reépubics that have existed in by-gone days,
ans | acknowledged m every part of our wide and extended | its P"“"f‘””“"“ will be ascribed to the press :lllone *:
conutry. It euters every domicde, from the marbie | Observation has taught us that the pressis all-powerful

L piansion ‘upon the Atlantic to the rude cabir upon the|iv correcting public gbuses—‘m exposing and punishmg
bavks of the Oregon, and cheers and chastens, refipes | political heresy, and in restraining and chastising unlaws«

lul ambition. Shall we be told then, that the press

17 the periodical press (1o use the Janguage of one of | ™Ay become corrupt and hcentious, and instead of guars

ding, as a faithful centinel, the citadel of our liberties,
way be converted by o band of pohtical desperadoes
mte ay engioe, that will not only rock its battiements,
i but rive ats foundation? If we take the past as a cri.
terzon by which to judge, we shall arrive at a very dif-
ferent conciusion.  Wherever the press. is free the peo-
ple are enlightened—and where the people are en—
lightened, no danger need be apprehended, but that
they will'act in reference to, the welfare of the Repub-
lic—knowing as they will, knowing as they do, that the
dividual interest of each is necessarily 1dentified
| therewith.’

FROM THE ACADIAN RECOREER,

Tue Pureir avp tue Press.—* The Schoolmas-
ter” has three pripcipal modes of nfluencing the publie
jmind.  Ore 15, by attending to the rising generation in
| the S3boo' Room; another by ascending tbe Pulpit and
]Ovhvcrmg oracles from that commanding and most ef-
| fective position; and another, by distmbuting facts, and
|comments on them, as materials for judicious thought,
i(hruugb the agency of the Press. Perhaps it would be
| well, 1f each of those powers knew theiwr own province
tand preserved if, and that one should not interfere exs

[eept in a very general manner with the other. 'I'he

|

| Pulpit might sivgle out particular persons and presses
{for condemnation, and the Press might dreadfu'ly an-
tnoy by marking naked spots for analysis and animad.
| version; the schoolmaster mght diss-nnoaie prejudice,
and might in turn liave the econo ny of bis establishment
{nnpleasantly handled; but in the end veiy general evil
{and imjory would be the result. We are led to those
! thoughts by a collision which has taken place in the sig~
[ ter Pravince. = The St Tohn Colomst some weeks smee
{ pubhshed an extract from the ¢ Reformers Catechism,’
| which, well as we can recollect, was a parody on some
| part of the Book of Common Prayer, and simlar to

| many such witticisms which have appeared n the old

country,  T'he point of such things consists, v apply-

ing well known words to new thoughts, engaging the

ignorant, and theefore, vicious and degraded; but where |
the Press exerts n nfluence, all classes of society are|
comparatively enghtened—are capable of estimating
their natural, polscal, and religlous rights; and know-
ledge, morality, nd bhappiness. flow through all the|
ramifications of seiety. If mankind, then, held inreve.|
rence the name ¢Cadmus, for introducing the alpha- |
- i—ef Danaus >r giving the model of the ship—of
Xenaooras, who rst constructed it—of Chiron, who -
vented the spherco navigate it—of Leenarda Da Vin-
ci, the inventor olock navigation, and of our immor-
tal countryman, hlton, for the application of Steam—
1 say, how pre-emently then do the claims of Faust,
the nyentor of wr art, entitle him to the appéllati-
on of benefactor;r that the art of printing has con
tributed more eentially towards the ' instruction of!
mankind than allhe arts besides, 18 a truth notoriousi
and jncontrovertie~hence jt is, that the Press is the

tue, we are chiefly depencdent upon the press * * *
Do 1 bazard too much, gentlewen, when I say that
our libetties were not only achieved, but bave in a
great measure, been preserved by the Press. Through
what other medium cou'd the story of our wrongs have
been communicated, so as to hav? produced a gimulta-
peous feeling throughout  all the colonies? by what
means couid the principles and -deliberations of the

caused a uniferm and simultaneous movement through-

{mind and the ear by continued contrast and unexpected
| variatin; the evil lies, to the joadgment of most pergons,
;m a profane bandling of sacred matters, which tend to
{lessen their solemnity and mportance.  ‘Tlhis lateer ef-
 feet—which bas been disputed—is undoubtedly far from
{beiug a light offence; but as such parodies have been
{occasionally produced by every party and all kinds of
|men at home, a Provincia) Editor might copy one of

‘ s 4 v
é . A { them, without intending to do evil, of beizg aware of
fathers of the Republic have been diffused, so as to have

viewed.

the difierent lights in which such an article might be
By a Communication ia a subsequent ¢ Ob-

out the land? Through the press, the people were 1ot | sprver,? we find, thet the Rector of St John, in a sers
only made acquanted with the measure of their wrongs {mon delivered on Nov. 18, alluded in very warm and

but were inspired with a spirit to redress them  The

| pointed terms to the occurrence; and no contenl with

obuoxious acts of Parliament [says the Abbe Rf’yﬁ‘i'\?(Pnduavourmg to corvinee the offender, or to put hig
hearers on thew guard against the supposed effect of
such productions, he repeatedly and bitterly aimed at

: b by prostitsting the most sa»
cred allusion to affect a decrepse of his subseriplion

were circulated throughout the continent upon p:xperi

edzed with black, emblamatical of mournming for liber-

ty departed.” Writings fraught with vigor aud elo-| the livelihood of the man,

quence were delivered i all directions from the pregs,




