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THE GLEANER,&-¢.

Vain are his frowns. They have justice on their side, and their
cause must prevail: Indeed the day is not far distant when the
whole system ot ecclesiastical tyranny, which has never had any

liament by the votes of 18,600 eie—(z's,—he will onI—yhbe
rreturned by 4,000.

other support than fraud and force, mustbe abandoned in both | SrnOUnt 1n England, on a rent of £30 yeargto £10or

countries. (Loud Cheers.) The mind of the people is now at | £15.

The householder does not find it convenient to|

war with every species of hoary abuse and Inveterate oppression, ! advance this sum, at the time required by the reform !

none of which, of what boasted antiquity, of fictitious sacredness |
soever, ean much. longer resist the 1tersted and reiterated shocks |
of free and unfettered discussion. ~ I have the honour to propose, |
The Liberty ot the Press, which is like (ke air we breathe; if we |
have 1tnot we die. (Loud Cheers.)

SPIRIT OF THE BRITISH JOURNALS.

ABERDEEN OBSERVER,

Ture Session of Parliament was, on Thursday se-ennight, ter—
minated by his Majesty in person, and Parliament has been pro
rogued tili the 16th October; but it is not expected that the pre-
sent selé candemned House of Commons, unless in some unfore-
seen case of extreme urgency, will -again meet for the despatch of
public business. The proceedings of the present Parliament have
been of the mest important character, and whether the changes in
our institution, whick it bas effected, may ultimately prove ad-
vantageous or inimical to the interests of the people,is a problem
winich -yet remains to be-eoived.  Fhat the consequences resulting
from the change in the representation may be beneficial, every
friend to the welfare of the community must devoutly desire; and |
the people, having now the power committed to them, on a broad
basis, of sending to Parliament, us their representatives, properly
quahified persons, will deserve ali the future f{aral consequences
which may ensue, and the execration of mankind, if they do not
exercise their choice with a sovnd discretion. Party men, to

answer party purposes, will recommend to the electors those who |
they think, will promete their awn interests, or political views; |

but the publie, if they do their duty, must not be led away by the
interested and designing, but, on the centrary, select men of good
sense and moderation,—men whe will be anxiovs to remove any
exssting abuses, and, at the same time, have the spirit to oppose
that senseless and restless spitit of innovation, which, for the n:ere
love of change, would sweep away before it all the most valued
institutions of the kingdom. In the King’s speech there is nothing
particularly worthy of remark. His Majesty’s confident expecta-
tion 18 expressed tha: the tranquility of Europe will be preserved,
but there is nothing definite—nothing epecific io the speech as to
the exact relation in which-we stand with those nations with ihe !
affairs of which we are ‘at present most intimately concerned. |
"I'e speecireoncludes with a-recowmendation that, during the re-
cess, the most careful attention should be giver to the preservation
of the public peace, arda hope is expressed that the measures
which bave been sanctioned ¢athuling, of course, to Reform,) will
not prove fruitless in promoting the security of the State, and the
contentment and wellare of the people. This recommendation
was particularly well-timed, for there is a spirit of despotism
abroad in the country which must be checked if there is to be a
remnant preserved of the liberties of the people. The change in

thie representation of the country, if it conld have had any justi- |

fiable ijec(,waa uuqueslionably to grantto the people a more
enlarged systemn of [ree election, but if the same spirit which was
manifested at the last eleetions be continued—ifen are to be
annoyed, insuited, and persecuted, for exercising their choice in
ihe selection of their representatives, then there is an end to all
freedom, and instead of the measure of reform being a benefit, it
wilk prove one of the greztest curses that was ever inflicted on the
people. But this spirit of despotism s abread, and the party from
whom its manifestations ave most te be dreaded, are those who are
the greatest clamourers for freedom and liberty. But let these
be Whig, Tory, or Radical, no punishment can be too severe for
the exercise of such unwarrantable despotism. Tt may be prac-
tised against all parties, and therefore all ought to join cordially
in 1ts condemnnation. The Lord Advocate at a former election was
grossly assaulted and abused at Forfar; the present Attorney-Ge-
neral has been threatened and insulted at Nottinghum; Mr Irving
was attacked at Clitheroe; and our excellent representative Mr
Rosg, shared the same fate at Arbroath. If such proceedings are

to be continued at future elections, then we would cheerfully bid |

farewell to [reedom, for a military despotism would be infinitely

superior to the bludgeon and brick-bat system which those term: !

g themselves reformers so mercilessly employed at the last elec—
tion. As the unreserved friends of liberty, as the enemies of des-
potism, whether exercised by kings or mobs, we canuot too often

lift up our testimony n favour of genuine freedom, both civil and |

ecclesiastical, for real Liberality, both in politics and religion,
seems to be the last leason that mankind are disposed to learn.—
AvVGusT 24, ;

EDINBURGH COURANT.

I issomewhat singular, considering the zeal evinced
for the passing of the Reform Bill, that the registra-
tion of voters should 1n all places proceed so slowly.
The number of voters registered in this city amounted

lified voters cannot be greatly under 10 or 11,000.
And in other popular places, as in Glasgow, Dundee,
&c. the disproportion is said to be greater, as well as
in most of the country villages and districts, where we
understand very few comparatively, have come forward
to pay 3s. 6d. for the registration” of their vote. In
Eingland, the assessed taxes and poor rates is found to
be an obstacle to registration, and has operated to such

an extent, that froma calculation made in the Spectator, |

it appears that the effect-ofthe Reform Bill will be
greatly to narrow the constituency in many towns. A
petition, it will be observed, has been presented to Par- |
liament on thissubject, by the electors of Westminster. |
In the four parishes of St. James, St. Johns’, St. Pauls’, |
and St. Annes’, Westminster, there were in 1818 |

)

“1078 persons who voted, and the number of registered i
|

votesunder the Reform Bill, will not, it issaid, amount
to more than one half of that number. According to
Sir J. Hobhouse, the disproportion will be much oreat-
er; for he states, that though he has been sent to Par-

| people to-avail themselves of the privilege for which |

| forthe period specified in the bill, and that all qualjtied i

act,and he rather gives up the privilege of voting for |
a member of Parliament, which brings him no direct or!
immediate advantage. At least this is the explanation ;
givenin the English journals of the slowness of the |
they so warmly contended before. There is, it will be |
observed, a clause inthe end of the bill, providing, that
if Parliament be dissolved before the 1st December, in
Scotland, then “all personsshall be entitled to vote
insuch election. although-they may notbe rewistered,
according to the provisions of the act; any thing herein
contained, notwithstanding;” the poll may also be con-
tinued for fifteen days in counties, and for eight days
intowns. Provided the voters aie not found fo be re- {
gi stered insufficient numbeu, it is ramoured that this|
clause will be enforced, that the poll will he kept apen |

{

b
|
|
|
|

persons, whether registered or not, will be permitted |
to vote.—August 16. !

ABERDEEN OBSERVER:

to-enjoy the cheers and huzzas of the mu Witnde | mie likely, from
appearances, suon to become as hateful to the people ae any for-
mer administration, netwithstasding their attempte o establish
and support their administration, by courting popular applause.
dr. O’Cunnell, the great Irigh agitator, speaks in teims of the
greatest commendation ol Ministers, particularly of that part of
them to whom the administration of Irish affairs has been entrust-
ed He iz to have petitions got up for the impeachment of ¢ An-
glesea, Stanley, and Blackburne,’ and he snys that move human

minigry, than in five times the number of years of any former min-
istry. Government have, in the present Session, used their exer-
tions to place the tithe system on a satisfactory footing; but Min-
isters must now begin to have their eyes opened, and to perceive,
that-they must act with more rigor and discietion—for just in
proportion as they bave been inclined, ro wm=ke concessions, the

 spirit of dtissatisfaction has teen increased. They ought not, how-

ever, on thisaccount, to relax in their exertiuns to remedy and
remove real grievances; but then they must be convinced that their
desire and atlempts to conciliate and win vver to their party such
men as O’Conanell, only tend to 1ncrease the importance of the agi-
tators, and to promote the agitation which it is the first duty of
every good Goyernment to suppress.  So much for their prospects
in Ireland. At the Natiooal Political Union, oue of the Speak-
ers said, in allusion to reform, that the people couid feel interested
tn no measure emanating from the Whigs, whom he describea as
greater knaves than fools  Lord Brougham and Palmersion and
Ear| Grey, are already attacked by vome of the hberal “papers,
which formerly sounded the praisesof the ministry; and the pre-
sent admimstration will in all prabability soon discover, what
they seemed formerjy to be ignorant of—low vain a thing it 1s to
court popularity, and experience; alter it has been obtained, by
{ how frailatenure it is held. A large proportion of the support-
| ers, n the reform question, had av confidence in them,but mere-
ly cheered them oy their measures, that they might obtain chang-
es, and further views which they knew ministers ‘would resist,
| and because they expected that a Reformed Parliament would
dispense with their services. The class whom ministers have
raised ioto ‘importance, begin now o develope their views. At
the grand Jubilee of the Metropnlitan National Political Union,
at which Mr. Eume presided, the Chairman first proposed as a
toast—* The Sovereignty of the Pesple,” nnd, nexr ‘the ¢ Majesty’ of
the People; next came ¢ The King,” but how was the toast re-
| cetved™—with the greatest dissatisfoction. und amidst a Babel-
| like confusion. - The King, in his retrn from the FKouse of
Peers, was greeted by the most marked displeasure on the part
of the populace; he was assailed with hisses. yells, and groans, by
the rabble; and every person decently sttired, who took off his hat
to the, Kiog, was immediately visited with the dysapprobation of
the populace. During the whole time it is sa:d, his M njesty pre-
served perfeet composure, but his countenance evinsed a seriouse
ness seldom before witnessed. And was it surprising that he
should be shooked at the ingratitude of the people? 'The King
evinced a strong disposition to meet the wishes of the people in
changing the representation.ofthe couniry, and this is his reward?
Is 1t to be marvelled at, that the Continental Governments, aftes
witnessing the efiects of the revolution in France, and the dispo-
sition of the people in this country, should dréad innova tions, and
| use unjus:ifiable means to suppress the revolutionary spirit that is
abread? For such proceedings on the partof the foreign Kings we

| bave, of course, to offer no justification, but it is a matter of

yesterday to 8900, though it is calculated that the qua-|

extreme regret, that the professed friends of Liberty should evince
by their conduct, how unworthy they are to cnjo.v freedom, and
also be the occasion of other Governments making invoads on the
freedom of the people. To come nearer home. Mr. Christie,
banker in Dundee, at the Jubi'ee dinner snid—* The voice of the
people was—restore Lord Grey’s Adminjstration, or a Republic
may be the speedy resuit —(great checring), a consnmmation which
wa are destined to see at no distant date (great cheermg.) Thus
the real seatiments and intentions of the most ardent patriots be-
gin to fulfil the predictions of their opposents, and to show that
it was not merely Reform they were anxious to obtain—not a
moderate and reasonable change in our institutions, but a subversion

|

|

|
* ’ ook thi 3
Munisters, instead of contining to be popular, and ‘l cles than this.

blood has been shed in Ireland, since the nccession of Earl Grey's |

m the condemnation of the Bill, and the MorRNING CHRONICLS

The assessed taxes and poor rates ; has.atlength discovered, that without electian by bullot, the Bl

must operate prejudicially to the interests of the electors, and
frustrate the design and intention o f free elecions.

Such are the opmions now expressed by those who were toud
and clamourons for ¢ the B.il, the whole Bill, and nothing but the
Bill,” which ministers said was to be a final measore! Such 13
the gratinde which is now expressed for a measure which they
thought would make their fame imperishable; secure them n the
retention of office; and afford satisfaction and contentment among
the people! Ministers will by and by become sick of their short-
lived papularity; they will see how dangerous it was to “court the
friendship ot revolutivnary mob-meeting< and Political l.'!mms;l
and f they continne in office, they must perceive the necessity ’u'
carhing that spiriof dissatisfaction, and that restless desire for
invovation which they have engendered among e people.~—
AvGusT 24,

COMMUNICATIONS.
M= Eorror,

Taz sile; and infamous practice of Placarding and
circuiating Anonvmous Letters, which has for some
time eXisted in this place, bas induced me to send
you the {ollowing remarks upon this subject for inser-
tion. No possible event can., in my opinion, be more
big with danger to the peace and happiness of our cir-
It is like' calhing down on our own

heads the withering curse of the prophet; and it 8
therefore high time for the prudentto stand forward, to
l'vive the watch-word of danger, and to alarm the com-
| munity with the fearful consequences which may lti-
Ima(ely result {romthis system, should it not be checked

| and rooted out; and it becomes the duty of every pa-
[rent and master to look well to their children and to
the persons in their employ.

We all know enough ol human nature to be aware,
that thereisa lingering malvolence in the heart of man
which rejorces over the follies of his compeers, and will
even smile or sneer at the faults and follies of {riends
It 1s gratifying to self-pride to be enabled to draw core~ )
parisons between our own, and the evil propensities of’
our neighbours; and the more striking the latter are,
the higher will be the satisfaction, because they will
speak a more consolatory and acceptable language.
To feed this taste is not a very difficult task. Gentus
it needs not, talents ‘even raised above mediocrity 1t
does not require, because you have only to state the
weak points of the person you wish to wound, in vulgar
| language, and the object is gained. To tolerate,
therefore, this practice, is, in the first place, to indulge
those passtons that degrade man from the exalted stati-
on in the scale of moral being which it ought to be his
fondest -wish to occupy; and, in the second place it
puts it in the power of'every anprincipled villain, who
can use apen, to wreak his vengeance upon any one
who may chance to offend him.

I ask ‘Sir, if this system gains footing, and be sanc-
tioned‘by use, who cambe safe? What man is there,
who has passed so pure and spotless a life, that there are
not some shades in his conduct, over which he wounld
not wish to cast the friendly mantle of oblivion? Who
1s it that has not had his hours of transoression; who,
that has not ¢sinned. the sin that calleth for repent-
{ ance;’ to whom has it not happened, asis written by the
| Father, ¢ that the armour of virtue has been ungirt,
{and the sword of righteousness for a time has changed
| into a reed;’—~who can conduct himself in a mercantile
{ community, ‘without giving offence; and if every one
{ who is compelled to treat his debtor with unrelenting
| justice;if the magistrate in the performance of his pub-
{lic duties; if a private individual for private acts and
| opinions, is to be posted at the corner on !lu*fuucﬂmh
| ing morning, and the whole faults of a past life are to
{ beraked up [rom obscurity, and embodied in a placard
| farewell to the peace and happiness of society. It isa
| fandamental principle of English justice, that no pri-
{ soner can be condemned unheard. But how is it with
| the charges contained in.aplacard? 'I'hey are written
| in secret and stuck up in the dark; whether they are
[true or false they are unsanctioned by authority, and
| no gentleman can even notice, far less answer them
{ without sinking his character by comprising his digni-
lty. Still they have influence; malice circulates them

with busy tongue, and although they are so :mlr:pah!e
{ hat their very author dares not avow them, the indi-
! vidual against whom they are directed, is nearly as
much-injured as if they were the oracles of T'ruth her-
self, ‘This, Sir, is a matter which not only affects
{one but every person in the community; that person
| who stanids to day and smiles at the caricature of his

of the constitution of the country. The Pelitical Unions are still| neighbour, may on the morrow be hung up in his

| determined to continue their self-constituted authority—they -will|

| peop'e; and if Gaverament does notdestroy these assemblies, they |

urn.

If I have succeeded in pointing out the dangers of
will speed ily destroy the Goverament. The Reform Bill now also | the practice, the public mind must catch the alarm.
begins 1o give dissatisfaction. A petition to the House, of Com- | Let the community, then, act as one man, in hunting
mons, from Manchester, prays that allthe clavses in the Reform {out the scoundrel who thus perverts his private hours;
Bill, save the disfrauchiging clause, may be repealed. Sir George | let the hand writing be examined and compared; and
Warrgn-ler said, that none but the Lawyers would be benefitted by on discovery, lei him be made asignal example of pub-
the Biil; Mr. Home thought it probable, that owing, to the blun- S indion: btk - Wane dane hutia Ofe sinstande
| r ¢ .

. p ° '_ % "
ders and obscurity of the bill, there wonli not he a s weient number i ¥, 1
R ; wi ractice will disappear,

spread revolutionary doctrines and promote agitation among the |

of members in the
mittee, (o iry the
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