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* be plundered under pretence of saving the nation by “an equitable fell in love wiih the attorey, and could not live » month without 
adjustment,’ —or (to descend to calamities stili less enormous) that 
no man of birth, no man of rack, no man of sound. principles, 
great fortune, or coltivated inte lect could find admission io the 
councils of the ‘nation under ahe Reform Bill, but that a delegated 
committee of the rabble would rule and misgovern this great and 
enlightened nation, —such alarmists must be equally convicted of 
folly.and insanity. ¢ How then will it work? : 

Jo the second place, Reform wiil not realize ‘the extravagaat 
anticipations of some who expected unheard-of prodigies of talent 
and ‘knowledge in the new menibers of the ensuing Parliament, or 
the more seuseless alarms of others, who imagined that ali the in- 
fluence of former reputation, of wealth, of public service, aud uf | 

knewn capacity, was to be excluded under the ostracism of the | 

bill. In this literary, political, and scientific country, where wen, | 
who are destined to distinguish themselves in public hfe, or wu 
senatorial contests, have so many opportunities of preluding to 

their future reputation, by showing their taients and acquirements 
i0 the narrower.phere of their friends, or in schools, colirges, 
courts of justice, and magisterial offices,—it is aot Likely that 
any great light would be * hid under a bushel’ ¢ili a charge wok 
place in our system of representation. We have therefore mp ! 
wi uo new Reform candidate whose election is ‘likely to ehuug 
the face of society, or whose vast talents are expected to be trace 
mn an immediate revolution in our code uf laws and system of 
policy. ‘The new electoral act, however it may procure honest, 
dependent, and able men as a substitute lor foriner drones, cor- 

‘ hun, It was afterwards fon out that the attorney was for keep- 
ing his money, the lady then separated, requiring ‘a. settlement— 

| forshe had in the beginning bound him down and pledged hint. 
She was right, and he was for imitating Lord “Shafiesbuiy’s 
daughter in election matters (great Laughter.) One of the bighest 
blood ‘of all~une descended from Kmgs—bad taken a play-actress 
as his wife. To be sure she had passed through a baiker’s hands, 
and was so far purified. But be sure she took good care to pledge 
tie. Duke, and hat slie had him bound hand and foot. It was. 
nil nonsense; no’ wan should be sent into Parliament ‘without 
pledges, and the electors would not be daing their dwy if they 
seal them there unshackled. The city of London. had put forth’ 

| pledges, which, save a slight objection or-two, were good oncd. 
Until taxes were taken off, the Corn Bill could: not be repealed. 
What this country wanted was, a cheap Government. He did not: 
wish 16° ofiset that Government, but to reader it economical; and 
though he frequently montion=a the word President, he preferred 

i the title of King when 1t could be had ata cheap rate. About 
[1h Jaws of this country he would say a parting word. They were 
made, it was said, for the preservation of persons and properly. 
That brought inte his head ‘a bittle anecdote:—A  farmer’s wife 
had eome bee-hives, andshe. had a little dog that was always 
teasing vhe bees and hindering them at their work. She used 10 | 
flog and scold th e dog, saying, however, that it was not for the | 
sake of the bees, but for the sake of the hooey.—(Lavghter. )— | 
2 : v1 So 1t was with the laws—they protected persons in order that the | 

ruption sts, or slaves, is not likely to reveal to ws imuwediately 
wny great capacity which was formerly unkown, or to bring rw 
tae Senate a member with a panacea for our political evils, of 
which the world wae hitherto ignorant. On the other hand, 
there is no reason to be alarmed that any really very useful mem- 
bur will bo excluded, though his principles may not be universally 
popular. A bLbesal landlord and enlighteved magistrate is not 
likely to be driven from the county representation which he bas 
hitherto adorned, or to which by fortune, Knowledge, and prin- 
ciple he may aspire, merely because a few hounded additonal 
enters—mora. be 1 remembered, under the influence of the great 
Inaded proprietors than the former freeholders—-are advacced to 
the county constituency. Nor will a man of commercial ymport- 
ance, nf great capital, and ol known probity, be less likely to* ob- 
win the =ufivages ol a city or borough than a disrepatable flats 
aver of the mob, mecely because the former cannot use his purse 
as formerly. A Bank Director, a West ludia planter, or a great 
proprietor of East India stack , may not so easily obtain admin 
tance tothe Fouse io those capacities, since the ahelition of 
ehedule A. us before; but we anticipate no individnal hardship 
or national loss as the prebable result of this coatingent exclu- 
sion. When these representatives—not of English boroughs or 
English interests, but of their own money, or their owa monopoly 
‘—~coud gain access tv Parlimment by the corrapt purchase of 
seats, the Government left them to battle with their opponents on 
ther exclusive claing, instead of atiending 10 them, us a part of 
the general interests, and ucting towards them on their own re- 
sponsibibty. If these parties should now be excluded, the Go- 
verument will be obliged to resume their abandoned functions in 
‘his cespect, and the change cannot fail ta be beneficial. But if 

"there is io be no new wonder of talent created by the bill, —if 
gad’ lindlords, respectable merchants, great capitalists, and men 

+“ fooeune,—if talent, reputation, and wealth, stil have their in- 

fluence pnder reform as of old,—then it may be asked * What 
“buve we gained’by the Lill? “How will it work? _ .. 

To this appeal we now apply more directly, in the third place, 
“dbvir, atript of all the exaggerations with which bope and fear 
‘have invested it, our great Bill of Rights may be confiden ly view- 
© ed ss the source of innumerable paliticalblessings— the parent of 
- pecpetoal legiglative improvement—and guarantee of future good 

svernment, [ft 1s not io a change in the rank or the class of 
men seat to Parliament that we look for a change in the spirit of 
our. legislative proceedings—it is to a change in the influence by 

“ ‘which they are returned, and in the control exercised over their 
‘conduct. Many of the reform members who sit in the present 

undissolved Parliament will sit inthe new—many even of the antj- 
reformers will gain admission into the latter under a law which 
they resisted; bat both will occupy their seats by a new tenure, 
‘and on new conditions. From some of them liberal pledges have | 
"been required to which they have agreed —pledges which at no | 
former period would ever have been thought of; and where pledges | 
wre not required, the character of the candidate is reckoned a | 
sufficient guarantee o (his legislative conduct. While the great | 
‘body of candidates whose names are before the public, and whose | 
characters are generally respectable, are thus bound to support 
"eertain measures of utility which have been long discussed, and 

yet, after all, lie was so vulgar as to prefer the bees. 

Let euch candidate then be asked whether he was a | 

mn? Tobe sore he had a greatrespect for tha order of droues, but i 

From Twit's Mugazine for September. 
 Parniasestsry Preoces.—If the duration of Par- 
liament was forone year, any very large number of 
pledges, on the part of the representative, would not 
be required. If the time were extended to two, or 
even three years, the number would, perhaps, not need 
to be very great; but when the enormous period of se- 
ven years is the limit for farliament’s existence, a sys- 
tem of the most minute and specific questioning and 
pledges ought necessarily to be instituted. Within a 
few months past, great outcry hasbeen raised against 
a plan, lately introduced, of requiring of the candidate 
a pledge to take a particular side on certain important 
questions; and much very idle talk has been employed 
to prove the great evil likely to arise from thus throw- 
ing shackles on the judgment of the legislator. It 
must, however, be remembered, that on these points 
the people have made up their minds, and want not 
the assistance of the judzment ofthe representative, but 
his vote.  “‘Lhey do not merely take a view of his ge- 
neral character, and upon thisto elect him to exercise 
a perfect discretion. But, in addition to general in- 
vestization, which is employed to determine their opin- 
ion as to the wisdom of giving him a certain degree of 
discretion. But, in addition to ‘general investigation, 
which is employed to determine their opinion as to the 
wisdom of giving him a certain degree of discretion, 
they. think it wise to proceed onestep farther, and, for 
the purpose of insuring a particular conduct which 
they deem absolutely necessary to their own well- 
being, to receive a specific undertaking or pledge; thus 

economy, in our expenditure, that since it is impessiblé 
to go through the various items of expenditure, it is 

{impossible to have any safegiurd for the representa- 
tive’s good conduct but his.own honour; that we must 
leave him to his own discretion, and trust to it. This 
difficulty, however, may ina’ great measure be avoid- 
ed by pledging the representative towéll stated prin-. 

‘Leiples. In the case above mentioned of economy, if the 
electors were to bind their representative to this prin- 
ciple, viz. ¢ that he would at all times endeavour ro 
obtain the greatest intellectual and moral aptitude for 
every office at the least possible expense,” he would 
find it difficult to be so lax in hisinterpretation” of the 
rule, as to put at nought the pledge he had given. 
Supposing the difficulty, however, to be #3 great as 
stated, still itis of some importance to hare men bound 
even to specified good intentions. * : 

Our fear however is not, that the people are likely 
to be imposed on as regards the intentions or probity 
of the representative. Ou this point they will for the 
most part, when they have the power of choosing, de- 
cide correetly. It is as regards the'fitness, as respects 
knowledge, that they will chiefly err. Unfortunately, 

makers may have the honey of their labour. All that was now there 188 very general opinion now existing, thut any 
waated wag, that some of the bees should get into the House, and | rood man of what is called common sense is fit for a 
ira enxbled to protect themselves without any assistance from the | 
rones. { 

bee or a drone—whether he did anything to make anything came | 

legislator. There is listle care exhibited as respects 
the intellectual fitness of the varions candidates, atten- 
tion for the most part being absorbed by his mere opin- 
tons. lt seems never to be remembered, that a fook 
may hold right opinions, and that a knave may feign 
them. These declarations by the candidates are but 
poor evidence on which to determine his efficiency. 
His previous life, hishabits, his education, his former 
opinions, ought to be carefully, minutely, and openly 
inquired into. Until the electors do this, they must be 
content to be dupes, 
One other opinion now prevalent respectirg the office 

of representetive, although already spokon of, wust 
again be alluded to, in consequence of the conduct that 
is-being persuaded by the liberal party throughout the 
kingdom. ‘Fhe electors, because men of riches and 
title still seek the office of representative, will deem it 
one of mere honour. They forget that be has duties 
to perform; that the performance of these duties ws the 
anly object for which the office exists, and that, naless 
they be performed, the trouble of choosing a Tepre- 

sentative is tronble thrown away. Now the persons 
most capable of performing them efficiently, areseldom 
in a condition to undergo expense, and compete with 
the rich rivals whom they necessarily meet. The 
richer, but more efficient, least honest candidate there- 
fore usually succeeds, or rather none but those infer 
ior men offer themselves. If the people would no lon- 
wer be possessed of the idle notion respecting the ho- 
nour they confer; if they wonld consider the matter as 
one of mere business; would deem it their own interest 
ahout which they were vip riper view the ex- 
pense as their own affair, they would persuade the best 
men among them to become their representatives. But 
until this change takes place, the most apt and efficient 
will never appearon the theatre of public life. Let making the office of & representative partly discretion- 

ary, partly merely ministerial. The same thing has 
always been done, after a clumsy fashion, by all persons 
who give their vote according to the party which a 
candidate espouses. When the elector demands of the 
candidate, ‘* Areyou a Whig?” and gives or refuses 
his vote according to the answer, what does he do but 
require of the candidate a pledge to adhere to certain 
measures of principles? He binds him, in a certain 

| degree, to a particular course; and thus far shackles] 
may be reckoned as dcided in public opinion, we have seen no | iS judgment. The binding a candidate to support 

* “reason to bs alarmed, except in one or two cases, either at the 
‘extravag 

daagerous demagogues. © How, thea, will it work?” We an- 
swer, without hesitation, * nobly for the public interest." —Skep- 
“TEMBER 8. ore <n 

From Mr. Cobbett’s Lecture to the Eleciors of Finsbury. 
Above all things; pledge candidates; make them promise to do 

what it is wanted they should ‘do. Oh, what a monstrous thing 
- x e men of honour ;—such a thing was never heard of be- 

. fore! 
and covenants are exacted. Whata pretty thing it would be, to 
hear au agent who was seat to America or anywhere else, refuse 
a contract, and say that he would do as he liked with the ship, 

« eargo, and mouey! ' No man could refuse to pledge himself unless 
be had an intention of robbing. But high-blooded men never en- 
tered into a sort of covenant 1a their dealings: they never took a 
house upon lease. . Oh, no; they say, we'll take your house, 
that’s enough, no lease or agreement 1s necessary—our word's 
enough! ‘There was one thing, however, they were obliged to 

and bind themselves in —he meant the affair of marriuge. 
'he women, sensible ereatures, took right good care of that, and 
ound them pretty tightly both in church aod out of it, and in 

byarious other places and ways (Laughter.) Io marriage,” as mn 
every thing. else, it was money the aristocracy was raking after, 
and whenever they fonad: it they made a dead set like a staunch 
pointer at a patridge. When the Marquess of Bath discovered 
that’ Mellish (the butcher) had a rich daugliter—his son made a 
dead point ather. When Shaftesbury found out thatold Rundel’s | PT 

lic mouey, got by snuff-box making and bathieg-machine mak- 
Ne om Monarch George the Fourth, passed into 
be of owe Neal, au attorooy, his Shaftesbwy’s devghter 

onsense: in every transaction.of business and life, pledges | 

‘| tonsequences of the long impunity whic 

| the Reform Bill, is but a somewhat more efficient and 
of the propositions to be made in the new Parlia- | specific application of the same principle. All this out- 

“ment, or (0 the cliqnce of its beiog disgraced by disreputable or | cry, moreover, has been raised by persons advocating oon put in possession of a Greenock paper of the 81st 
| the advantages of a class system of representation. 
| What, however, is the principle of this very system, 
| but the imposing upon every representative the neces- 
I sity of exactly representing his class, of being, in fact, 
| their ministerial officer? 
{ One evil regulation generally entails the necessity 
of another to nullify itseffect. ~The system of demand- 
ing pledges to any great extent may certainly be deem- 
ed an evil;—it does shackle the judgment of the repre- 
sentative. This evil, however, is rendered necessar 
by the Septennial Act. In order to nullify the evil 

h that act 
creates, the smaller evil of making the representative 
more completely a ministerial officer has been restored 
to. In short, the people would rather run the risk of 
harm from their own ignorance, than from their repre- 
sentative’s dishonesty. ‘I'hey would do well to continue 
the practice they have adopted, until the legislature 
shall be a more perfect representation of the people, 
and the peried of its existence so short, as to preclude 
all bopes of impunity in the minds of evil-disposed re- 
esentatives, . 
It is objected, however, that pledges, since they can- 

not, except in a few cases, be specific, must necessarily, 

| the public be scru pulously jealous of the honour and the 
| capacity of their representatives, and let thei be suffi- 
| ciently careful of their own interests/to pay for their 
| own business, and they will quickly possess an enlight- 
ened legislator. ? 
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To the politeness of Wm, Abrams, Esq. we were last 

August: and to the kindnessof Capt. Harland, of the 
bark London, we are indebted for London papers to 
the evening of the 3rd ult. The arrival, however, of 
H. M. Packet Reynard, at Halifax, in 81 days passage, 
puts us in possession of London dates two days later; 
and the Halifox editors acknowledge the receipt of 
Falmouth papers to the 8th ult. We have plesned a 
variety of matter—but the intelligence conveys nothing 
of much importance. 

Last week we gave under the head of the Spirit of 
the British Press, several articles on the affairs of 
Europe, from the Tory papers wishing to act im + 
partially, and to enable our remflers to judge for them- 
selves, we have copied this week several clever arti- 
cles from the Whig Journals. 

Quit Rexts.—Our opinion has been frequently soli- 
cited on the subject of the St Cmupy of paying this 
obnoxious and debasing Land Tax; and we shall new 
make a few passing observations for the use of those of 
our patrons who are not acquainted with ils relations. 
The people of this Province are so unused to direct 
taxes, thal it is not at all necessary for us to caution 
them against suffering the introduction of so pernicious 

be gsgless. For example, it 1s stated in the case of « mode of collecting a revenus. To wsintain tho rea- 


