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‘The sum of 90L. to assist 1n building sundry bridges ";‘ic!bi"tearil!)y- skill and abi'fi'y- and l:e (Mr Ri)l k;ww ho Jma $Rot bo sustainable for mere than £57 2 2,
. . 9 _ { who bore a better caaracter for uprightness.. The hon. member Si : .
and improving the read from Moody’s Pomt to Tabus- | 7\0 strenuously contended that there had been no collusion bes Mr Simouds seplied.

intac, 1n the parish of Alnwick. :
March 2.
SHERIFP OF NORTHUMBERLAND.

Tn' Committee on the Report of the Committee of Public and
Private Accounts, brought in yesterday, the Petition of Richard
3. Clarke, Esq., High Sheriff of the County of Nortbumber-
land, was taken up, The petition, n effect, prayed reliefl from
various pecuniary liabilities, incurred in consequence of laches
i the execution of the office of Sheriff; the petitioner alleging
varioua causes in extenuation, and pleading his inability to satisfy
the demands.

Mr ParTELOW contended that it would be a very dangerous
precedent to comply with any such petition; although the peti-
tioner was whollyunable to satisfy the demands against him; and
the Province, whether legal proceedings were stayed or complet-
ed, would unavoidabiy lose a large sum.

Mr KiSNEAR expressed similar opiions,

Mr Cunarp could not advocate the petition, or extenuate the
conduct of the petitipaer, as a Sheriff. DBut he was a man of ex-
ecllent principles—had a large family to provide for, and had
no weans whatever of satisfying the demands against him; which,
judead, if pressed, would cause the loss of his office, and his to
i rwin. The hon. member contended that if the late Attorney
General and the Treasurer had done their duty in strictly fol-
lowiang up the exteats to which the petition had reference, the
petitioner would never have become so situated, but that their
neglect had caused him to be indulgent and negligent, and brough
hiin to ths present state. The hon. member therefore, though he
coyld not advocate the Sherifi’s conduct, yet, under all the cir-
cumstances, pleaded for a merciful consideration of his case.

Me PARTELOW ingisted on the danger and impropriety of pro-
eeeding on the petition at all; but recommended the appointment
ulw Cwwamitiee, to investigate the whole alfair, and to report
theceon to the House next session.

Yie Rawxon suggested that in the mean time legal proceedings
be dayed; which suggestion, however, was not secunded.

Me B pEAKER observed, that the House could know nothing of
bow far it would be safe or proper to relieve the petitioser,
il Tull mvesiigation had been made, becauvse certarn sums, on ac-
ean it of the exteats in question, had been from time to time
paid over by the Sheriff to the late Attorney General, Mr Wet-~
more; of the applicaticn of which sues the House knew nothing,
#s that oficer’s accounta had not yet been completely rendered
o the Haovse.  Those acconnts should, therefore, be required.

b PanTELOW said, that about 40001, als» appeared to have
been piid over in three years to (we tie lieve) the present  Atitor-
uey Leoeral; and comzided in the vecessity of obtaming the late
Atioraey General’s nccounts during the recess.

My iwNEAR perlectly comcided in the views of Mr Parte-
low, and gaid, that it was a well koown fact, that the manner in
which the office of Sheriff had been executed in the County of
Nordwmberland had been a cryingevil for wany yerrs; and that
thatoflicer bad long been coatinued in his sitsation only on ac-
cownt of his family and his misfortunes; which the hon. member
deprecatcd as highly 1mproper.

Mr EvD bore tesumony to the hamanity, gordnesa of heart and
aminble disposition of the Sheriff, but contended that he was, by
#n inaeh, unfit for his office, as be was_indoced to shew such in-

du'gence and to eommit such negligence, as wers highly inexcu-
aBie and mischevions. The hon, member corroborsted e Kin-

neaar’s observations, but observed that the Province had some se
curiy, as the Shertff had given bonds, and mdeatnificd them by &
teansiir of Land.  The hon. member solemnly disciaiued all pri-
vate feeling and mot've, and testified o «he exeslirnee of (he
privats charactor of the petitioner, but desiguated hio as one of
the woist of all bad Shersffs; asserting, that he had got to sach a
puch, in the ueghgent discharge of his otiice, that he actually
lowad other persuns to gign his nawe to writs; and conteaded fo,
Al ection of the petition,
CudarD made a few ndditional observations; after which.
B Partelow’s motion was adopted by the commires.
Hebruary 29

COMMITTER OF SUPPLY.

I'ho House wentinto Committee of Bupply, for the purpose of
1\;.?“,’»:; up the accounts of Rule L l‘:u: E«q. lae Supcrvisor of
the GreatRoad from Frederictm to Neweastle.

#Mr RANKIN moved a vesolution, for a grant «fa eum of —to
Rabsrt Doak, Esq. &c. being the amount over-expended by him,
su:h sum 1o be 1aken {rom (he road appropriation of this yeur.

fhe debate which follewed this resolution was th» most viclent
ng we have ever beard within the walls of the House of

rsonaly invective and rancour bemg vaspzred; and
we find ourselves in a very unpleasant dilatania, in the discharge
ef duty,

[The following report is a concise epitoma of the excessively
exieoxive discussion on this question, Tha disciss on lasted a-
bout 4 hiours; and we fee) much exhausted by the attention 1t re-
qui',v'n.l,]

Mrv Comarpgaid that he understood: Mr Rankio had some fur-

L b

tween Mr D. and his son-in-law. He thovght Mr D. might very
well ask of the House a much larger sum than he really claimed,
which was his balance of 119]. 13s. 4d; as muzh more than that
sum would not compensate him for hissleepless nights, the rest-
[eas days, and all the anxiety and mental distress he had endured
in this business. Even if jt were a claim for nine times that
amount, he (Mr R.) would stand up in his place, and advocate
Mr Doak’s cause.— A fter some few further observations, the hon
member said he should move for the sum of 1191, 13s. 4d.

Mr S Humbert thought Mr Doak stood before the house in a
very fair way. He had doue his duty; was a man of unimpeach-
able character, and ought to be compensated. The hon. member
then (as far us we could hear, for be spoke at sometimes a very
low tone, and at others with vehement rapidity,) sated that the
Province U'reasurer had lately mentioned to him the circumstan-
ces of his journey with Mr Peters over the road in question, and
that he bad then remarked how well it was done, far beyond his
expectations; and that the hon: Tyeasurer bad also remarked that
Mr Doak was a man of unblemished character. The hon. mem-
ner proceeded to make some comments on the inestimable value
of character, and of the impropriety of tamperiog with any man’s
fepiitation, and expressed his conviction thac Mr Doak was fully
entitled to the allowance he prayed.

Mr Partelow said he was really sick and tired of the subject,
and he wonld nothave ar isen, had it not been attempted to es-
tablish a claim for the whole amount of the balance. It was ex-
pressly understood, when this matter was refecred to the Commit-
tee of supply, thatne further sum could be sustained thar the ba-
lance of 37]. 2s 21, as establishea in 1829; but afier the extra-
ordiuary steps that had been taken, he (Mr P.)/ feltit to be his
cuty to object even to that.

Mr Scott at considerable length argued againat the resolution,
and contended that the road money had heen misapplied by Mr
Doak, and that he was entitled to no allowance whatever.

My Cunard gaid that he wauld not go over all the higtory of
the transactions, but that if fifiy wiinesses came forward in favor
of Mr Doak, it woald not protect the Province from this current
of imposition.. Every radividval in Mwamichi had spoken in
8trong terms in confirmation of hie Mr C.’s statement.  1'he hon
member then at some leagth indulged in striclures on tbe conduct
ofthe Province ‘I'reasurer,both with reference to the letter read
by Mr Raakin, and to the certificate given by thatofficer to Mr
Marter, tide survevor. of St Johu, and asserted that he had admit-
ted to him [Mr U:] that the money had been wasied by Mr Doak
on the road in question. The bon member contended, that not
one person from M. ramichi had said the road was good, and that
his own prior statements had beea fully explained, and expres-
sel his determination, as a duty he owed the country, to resist
imposition, to oppuse the resolution to the extent of 1l or e-
ven 1d.

Mr Chandler deprecated the warmth shewn by hon. mewbers
in debating on this subject, but expressed his conviction that they
were conscientiously actuated. He had no doubt that they were
actuated by the best motives, but they appeared mere to assume
ibe‘character of advocates than judges. The hon. member pru-
cecded (o support similar views with Mr Partelow, to the extent
of 8712s 21, and observed, as to the Proviuce Treasuser, that
fie _thought that gentleman shoald not be spoken of dicrespecifuily,
witheut some very good cavse, He [Mr U.] thought there should
have been some certificate in this case; but the hon. ‘T'reasurer,
having » due regard to his own character, could not make auy
such certsficate; bat had merely writen a letter,. The hon  mesu-
ber then observed, that the testimony was evidenlly that of a per-

s01 not hostile to Mr Doak. If the Tressurer had said to hiel

fe'low-traveller, ¢ haw well the road is made,” that muet bave
been said after actual ohservation, and there woutd than bave been
1 certificate of the fact. Butthe Treasurer had rideo over the
road in the durk. and had merely observed what a good Lioe of
Road it was.  He could vet, therefore, answer ag 10 whether the
wag we |l made. - o thonzght the Treasurer deserved credit

for the cautions manner in which he had stated his observations, |

The hon. member then contended thatthe Committee could noy
grant this Jarge balance, in the face ofali the resolutions anduy.
derstandings of the House; and thought * the hoo. mwover was not
justified, or treating the Committee weli io moving it

M S. Bumbertsaid a few words in reply.

Mr Suucads was fully conviuced there was nothing
whatever to impsach the characier of Mr Doak in
he slightest degree He stocd s faxrr for hovor and
mregrity as any man; tho' b certain'y had been jn-
‘udicious io his management, The hon member from
Nortaumbertand (Mr Cuaard), hzd not allowed hin-
self to nnderstand the lester of the Picvince Trea-
surer.  He had made many very unnecesszry absers
tons on that han gentleman’s conduct, but he
(¥ir 8) way perfectly satisfied it was not «n the power

of that hon wmembec to prejudiee the character of that
officer. Any sach alttempt would be totally unavail.

ther important information to give in this case, and he thecefore |ing. Any thing that hon mewmber could say on thet
mg. Al 20 g

askad him to bring it forward.

}
My Ranxiw gaid he had no wish to withold tha infirmation, | S

He was perfectly willing 1o bring it forward.caeWe could searcely
hear any thigg the b wember gaid, but we anderatood him o
giate that since the | sfton on this subject, he bad see
veral persons froin Novthumbertand, who bhad tiavelled the voad
question, and who had prodeuneed the work s to be quiis satisface
torily executed, ‘The hon, member also rend a
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(M S) wonld therefors pass over the observations.

| 'Tha hen member then contended that Mr Doakg
se- | character stood unimpesebed, tho’ be hed been rathey!

iadicious; and he, (Mr S) would ask, where wag

i
{the Supervisor who had not been so? Mauy Super.

visor’s accounts had come before the housee fully ag
njudicious. The hon member insited thad there wag
a great deal of party spint  evident throughout the
nole of this buainessy that many accounts, more ob-
oriable, had besn passed by the House, and that
fiaak was en'itled to his full balance.
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Mr Kinnear went over some of the circumstance
of the case, and concluded that the whole questiof
was, whether the sum of £87 2 2 or L119 184 wd
gustainavle; and requested further information of
that head from the Chairman of the committee of Pub*
lic_and Private accounts.

Mr Partelow, 1 reply, entered into the details o
the case, and coctended that the balance claimed w?
wholly wade up of sums which the house had befor!
solemnly resolved were inadmissable charges; and th!
the question simply was, whether the Committee shou
revise and overthrow the whele former proceedings ¢
the .House on this case; and grant money for buildmf
a bridge, which the Supervisor had never been mstru¢
ted to build, and en which bhe bad misapplied tb*
money,

Mr Chandler said, the whele lie of road was al
ready paid for; the £37 2 2 was, in fact, part of tht
money expepded on the bridge; but as that balant
had been struck in 1829, the house had felt disposed ¥
allow that balance.

After some few words from Messrs. Simonds a0
Partelow, ;

Me Endrose, and after seme remarks in reply !
personal ailusions before made use of by another ho®
member, entered mlo a detail of facts, to prove ths
the road in question was bad; that the contractors ba
executed the work badly and thus misapphed the me'
ney; that Mr Doak was deceived by them, and oot
the decewer, that he was an excellent bridge maken
but a very bad road maker, and therefore properly dis*
wissed; that he had been spoiled by the yraises of Sif
Howard Douglas; that he had erected the bridge ¥
question at the suggestion and iostigation of Judg!
Bliss, and not for his own convenience; and that b
faults were more of the head than the beart.—Tht
hon. member stated his op'nion, that Mr Doak ws'
an honest and disinterested man, and that there was ?
vast deal of election feeling and party spirit in this b
siness. He was not for allowing the sum d
£119 18 4, but thought £37 2 2 too httle. B!
thought the house ought at all events to divide witl
hun the loss on the bridge, and to give him £50 ¢
thai account.

Mr Wyer thought Mr Doak bad a fair aad jud
claim for the whole balance,

Ir Weldon supported Mr End’s preposition.

Mr Harrison said, that from all he had beard, I
was convinced that Mr Doak bad as fair and just ?
claim as evet came before the house. He did w0t
knew the man; but it seemed he had been induced €
buitd the bridge by Judge Bliss, and had suﬁ'xcié!‘
rezsons for his clam.  He (Mr H) thought, that !
every Supervisor of roads were called on for the pu*
pose, many of thew \v:;xxltl be put to 1t to furmish such
fair aceounts as Mr Doak’s.

Mr Speaker briefly reviewed the case, and expres
sad his d-termination to oppose the rpesolution. U':
bad seen or heard nothing to wduee him to alter bf
ovinion of the umpropriety of Mr Doak’s conduct; al
W any thang was wanted to confirm him more stronglf
in that optnion; it was elfected by the Treasurer’s Jet
ter, and by msknowledge of that officer’s generd
cautiovs charactes.  The hon Speaker concluded with
come few remarks in reply to other hon members; and!
expressed s opiuion'tbat by passing the resolutiog. th®
house would be contradicting themselues,

Mr Brown opposed the resolution.

Tir Tuilor thonght Mr Doak had acted frem no in’
proper wolives, and supported the views of Mr Eb
apd Me Weldon; as to the amount of the grant.

Mr Rainkin withdrew tus resolution, in favour of 0“"1
mov-d by Mr Weldon, for the sumof £  to Rober!]
Deak. Esquire, &¢, &e. ia full of all claims, to he pal
out of the road apprepriations. |

Me¢ Hiayward expressed bis opinion that Mr Doak®
sharaster was re-established, aod that he was entitle
to s whale balance.

wmviction of the integrity of Mr Donks |
and concarred in Mr Cbandler’yi

Tn wtion was takey oo NMr Weldon’s motion
whict w trpted,

M Ohsedler paved that the blark be filled up wil
the st 23 25 whic h was necatived.

M g ak bad stood the test of
all the i oble hich had been heape®l
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