
“tion, to Peter Dollar, for teachinga School amang the Acadian 

“whuldihen bave been surp 
xertions, But.they had till very lately been ignorant of the ex-. 

is { such bounties; and now thatihey were aware, of’ them, { 

“Simonds sincerely; and:hoped the Committee. would be liberal). in 

the exception of the word. ¢ apnual? He thought it. heuer to 

_ to five sarish-scheols, If he was wrong in the pusition he was 

semm—— r= 

« Therafore Resolved, Tha in the opinien of this House, i jopen tg ull, and there should be. no, resolution on the journals to, | fact, that there was one class who could not come in 
is highly inexpedient at this time, that a Bishop should be ap- [shew any ‘distinction, As to their peculiar yiews and habits; 

painted. to thia Proviuce,” 
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that could wot be listened to, All the Dissenters might say the 
same thing; hut (he law put all.on the same footing. Fhe House 

could wot interfere with any religious matters. They shonld give 
oothiog out of the pudlic funds on that account.” He would 

On the Petition (som the Right Rev. the Bishop. of Charlot- put it to (he good sense of hun. members if this petition was nes 
te-Town, (Prigce Edward Island,) praying that a small annual 
grant may be made, towards the support of a School for the high- 

er branches of Education, for the people within, the settlemeuts 
in. this provinge, inhabited by the Acadian French. 

Mr. Simons said, that that Bishop bad the charge of all the 

settlements of Acadian French within this Province. [It was weil 
known that thosg people had hitherto been much neglected. There 
was no instance on record, he believed, of any sum having been, 

granted te them for any purpose by the Legislature. \ 

not een, able tobenefit by any genera | grants, on account of their 

dustiget views aod habits. ‘They now amounted. to about 20,000 
souls, nad had vever received any byunties from the Proginge. 

Thia petition therefore had a véry powerfal claim on the atien- 

tion of the Guommitter, Its vbe t was, ‘to get a small annual 

grant, im aid of & -chuol which thuse people. proposed: ess ablishing 

in the County of Kent, whigh;@as # central situation ol (hem. 

kt was very desirable, as they received no benefit from the gram- 

mor of parish school grants, that they shoud Jega some aid with 
respact to education. He (Mr 3.) hoped there would be np eb- 

jection to the grant prayed for, under these circumstances. They 

wore a very loyal, well-disposed, people, there were none more so 
in the Province. They were all Roman Catholics, which, he be-. 
lieved, was the reason why they bad never derived any benefit 
from; the provincsal schooigrants. In those times, he did not 
thisk it necessary to withold fram them what they prayed, as they 
were equally enitled, to guch bounties with any other class of 

the people in the province. They contributed ther mite to the 

public revenue, and had therefore a natural right to a share ofiit. 

‘Fine hen. member then woved, that the annualsum of £— be 

granted to the Bishop, of: Charlotte-Towan for the purpose befure 
wentioned. - x 

Me. Exp observed that a great part of his. constituents were 
Acadian French, and he was therefore particularly glad this pe- 

sition, had been, presented. apd, advocated by a gentleman of such; 
high talents and ‘afloence. That circumstance, he thought, was 

of “itself enough to insure its success, But as he (Mr E.) knew a 

great deal about these people, he would say a few words on the 

subject. The.sum of £15.had been, granted last year on his mo 

French, That was the first and only suo ever. granted to such. an; 

iustitution. [The hon, member. here made some chsesvations with. 

respect 10. getting, school licenses. from. the. Secretary’ office. 
He had:been, by mistake, represented on some. Mrmer oceas,on to 

any, that he had been refused.such. licenses. In fact, he had ne- 

ver found, a disposition to refusal, but had uniformly met with 

the most courteous attention.l; The Acadian French certainly did 

‘contribute to the revenues of the country, in.a:very large degree. 
Nut by the consumpilon of spirituous tions forthey wele among. 
the most temperate men in the couptry. their _ virtues. weie 

¢ x ri the, commonjty at large If they had, availed 

$ “wonld ha .the extent gf their jrdustry. ~ The hou Shey whnld have ghewn. Ft svokeale wadF 

: ; 2 d i5, bouoty, | @ distinrtpeople; thé House "wosidinot ‘make them any special’ 
hégisalves of the provincial bounties, especiaily the gran bouu i grant for hlivals; and that therefore the French ought to haye no 

hey. did not know, how to apply, for them. Their settiements! 

‘Wire in, the greatest state.of.agricultural perleetion; io, one p
arish 

they had built, a stone church capable of: containing 2000. people, 

where, the: ceremonial of-thejr faith was. gondugted with great 

splendour ands propriety; and they had made as good roads as an
y 

ip. the Province. Ha. (Ms E.) thought were people. bud done so 

mach to help themselyes, they were entitled to the consideration 

ol the House. On the part of his constituents be wmanked Mr 

théld grants : o 9 A 

Mr, CunARD. felt much pleasure in support’ng the petition; vot 
because he had;any, disposstion to’ miark out the French settlers 

as better. or worse than any other people, but. on account. of their 

pecuiiar circomstances. He hea tily concurred in what had been 

said, and would: perbaps. be inclined to go for double the sum that 

would be proposed; in. order that thuse people. might have every 
beaedit of edocation, 

the. PARTELOW supported the resolution ~~ He hoped: there 

woald be bot one feeling in the Commitee in, thas respect, with 

atrika out that word, : 
© Mr. KinNEAR wished to take a right view of this. question. 
He, might be wrong in his ideas; and. ifisn, he would he very glad 

tu he set right by the Committee. But his present view of the 

law was; that in svetety, in this province, there are two classes 

of people, desirous to send their children to pubhe-schools. For 
ane class the law had provided parish schools; and: for those who 
‘wished a higher educatioa, there was grammar schools. In every 

‘wounty there was a grammar school; and: every parish was entitled 

about to udvance, he begged to be undeceived, but. he menat to 

vtate his present impressions. He believed there was no retdi- 

gious teat of disqualification whatever, repeating these schools. 

He did nit speak of-the’ College; that was a different. matger. 
But on this footing, thas the law. already provided: for all classes, 

a liberal education in. grammar echiais, and « common education, 

in. parish schools; Protessants and Cathalies. betog all put.on the 

dame footing; tor. Ye betieved there war oply ove va'ce as.to giving: 

to all the same privileges; he would suk, was it proper for the 

committed, where provision. bad heen aiready made for all, to let 

the Roman Catholic.stand outdsiinct frum, the rest? There was 

authiog to prevent then going. to any of the. schools already. pro- 

vided for: or, if they ware unprovided with schools, they could es- 

tablish theo in thé: same way ®8. others * did, under the. law. 

‘Paere was nothing sani about Catholic.or Protestant wn the law. 

Pe wouid. distinctly state his firm opinivn, that the Acadian 

# rench, were equally entitled, with ail wther classes, to the benefit 

of the laws respecting education, He: hoped, therefore, he shoad 

not be thought desitous to put. down this resolution; but he: wished: 

in put these people on the same footsg as all others. relative to. 

edools. There was no necessity. then, for this resolution, under. 

cessary. , 
Mr. CrANBLER had hoped the grant would pass. without a 

dissenting word. He did not mean to inipute the least degree of 
Fimproper-motive to Mr Kinnear; [Here the hon. member made an, 
**-amende honorable” with respect to warm. expressions in de- 
bate on the *¢ Bishop” question, the other day, but he was sate 
fied if hat hon. mewber knew as much of the Acadian French as 
the hon. member for Gloucester and himself, he would think very 

They had [differently oa the subject. Ut was no aisparagement to that hon. 
member to say this. Tne laws certainly did provide eqpally for 
all.with respect to schools. Allmight send their children to any 
school in the province; bubin consequence ofthe peculiar habits 
and: manuers of the Acadian French, they never would, and, per— 
haps, pever could send theirs to such schools. It would be in 
vam for legislation to. endeavour to assimilate their manners and 
hibits wath, those of other classes. They always exclusively sup- 
ported their own poor, and yet-they contributed to the suppert of 
the poor in general En Richibucto, lately, several pacpers had 
‘been titown on the parish, and several illegitimate children. 
These: becaihe a heavy charge on-the French in. . that neighbour. 
"hood. but they never availed themselvesof their religious habits. 
to escape the-burden. If this schoolamonyg them. should go into 
operation, ir would be of the nature of a Grammar School. It 
would be situated in a very thick settlement, and he (Mr C.] had 
no doubt there would soon be 200.children mn it. Et would be very 
cheaply conducted, so that poor Frenchmen would be able to.send 
their children there; ‘and: they never would or could send them to 
vother schools. It would ba one of the most beneficial schools in 
the province. = As. to the grant, he thought it had batter be from 
Fon it teed not a pérmanent grant. If the school should prove 
s sil, there would be no, fear of trusting. to the liberality of 
.the house for a continuance of support. He regretted that other 
schools, already established, were not in" (he same sitation. 1f 
they had heen so tft, they would: have proved ‘more wvseful: © If 
this resolution should not go into effect, the French would have 
no schéols at all. They, would not have common schools, be-. 
cause they could not getmasters who understood (he language. 
This.school would have the effect of preparing masters, who could 
establish common schools; which was very desirable. . The Aca- 
dian ‘Fréoch were the original seutlers of the country, peaceable, | 
industrious.and loyal, and well entitled to consideration. fatal 
Mr. S. Howser? would never, go for exalting the Church: of; 

Rome one bar higher than the Church of England, nor - for de-’ 
Eon. itone bar lower, nether would be exalt or depress any 
enominativn. beyond another. ‘Fherefore he thought it very iw- 

proper to. make a special grant inthis case, It would be tra- 
velling outof tire ruleof the house. The province wasas liberal. 
w the Acwilian French’as to any other class, as the general grants. 

tended, that 1f any denomiaation. of dissenters set themselves“ ip. as | 

re and fake their share. of the general’ 
bss Abidin f praca Bi Srna eediiy. 

for ary elaim an «his case. i ‘ 7 

Mr. WeLpon supported the resojution,—but not for any stich | 
Teason as.exalting we Cutholig religion, or any, ether. The hon. 
mémBar contended that the French were. entitled. to.schools, but 
theif habits and principles prevented their having (he benefit of! 
the provipeia) schools. Besides thuse obstacles, their Janguage 
wis an, inserwountable bar in.that respect. English, © ténchery, 
ware of no use to them. ~The school was ‘intended for the higher’ 

branches ofeducation, inorder to provide masters for common 
schools, There were » French schools. in “Kent, but almost. 
all the masters had come from Canada, The French Clergy bad 

taken great interest inthe education, of the people, ‘Fhe priest 
of Shedinc had educated a young man jn Canada at his own ex-. 
‘pense, {or the express purpose of promoting education. He (Mr) 

W) had. hak an opportanjty of witnessing the exertions af that 
benevalent indre dual. © ‘These French who were. educated: in those 
schouls had been better members of society. than. they othewise 

Would have been. Unless a special grant were made, the French 

never would have the fair hpoefit of education, or & sufligient 

‘number of scheels.  ‘Thia school was for the purpose of providing 

teachers for other schools. ’ 
Mr Cuxarp made afew further observations in support. ofthe 

“reseluivn. : 
Mr 3 Hambert replied. 
Jr. VaiL said a few words, the gist ef which we cand not 

hear. ihe 

Mr ParrTerow had net anticipated any opposition to this.re-. 

solution, He now rose principally 16 state, that the more he 

heard on the subject, the. more be was confirmed in. hia opinjoa, 

‘that the grant would. be a. very, propyr. one, and that the achoot 

was wanted. v 
Mr CHANDLER stated, for the sake df information, in conse 

qience of the opgosition. hat had been shown, that in one Parish, 

where. the. I'rench had been. cery activé in getting up a schosl,’ 
the priest of that parish-had given £10 per aonum, out of hig own 

nooket towards its support, aod that when, after six years” resi-. 

dence there, he ieft the parish, he did not curry away £20 with 

bim, 80 charitable hygd hac umformlv been ~=Afier a few ether 

observatians, the hon member contended that the experimeat was 

worth. trying. in- this case, apd: th first yeaT wou Id prave the ope-. 

“ration. of: the school, 

My. Brown said that he had taken notice of the 

theory of the opposers. of this resolution and it ap- 

peared to him perfectly correet. # could not be dis- 

puted,’ But would the sactice be equelly sound Hd 

‘He procume« dit tobe well known. that sl; grammar 

‘sud parish schools wera: open to. all clarges; buy un~ 

appeared that something onght to. be done for them. 

under ‘the-law were always open, to them. The hon. member con- 

igutry dhdipartia lity Hut fusisted: that there mas np, foundatiou | aby 

der the peculiar circumstances of these people, ut |. 

‘jor'their share, What were they. to de? Uf nt was. 
seen that the theory of the present system was goody 
bu the practice was imperfect. the house shonld as 
mend it, Li would be useless for him to enter into 
the causes for supporting the resolution; but he wai 
fully aware that the Acadian French, from their ha 
bits, principles, &r. required somethmg to be do 
for them, As to this being a special grant to Cuhos 
lies; and that, if made to them, dis<enters would have 

a right to come forward in the same way. he wool 

established schools. ‘There wasno religious test, 
obstacle in their way. Fhe oaly things, prculiarly 
religious, taught in those schools, were, he believed, 
the Eord’s Prayer, the Pen Commandments and the 
Creed; things which all Protestants mostly held with 
{and adhered’to. All disening denommations cob Go 
‘and did ‘go to the grammar and parish schonls with= 
| out-scruple. But not sowith the €a'holics, Thi 
peculiaritiea kept them ont af those pubic schools 

| more especially, when they used a d.fferent anguage 
What:eould he donz with those people? ‘To bring 
thew to these schools, they must change their’ ha-- 
bits; they must change their religion; and then, las 
of all, they must change their language too. All ‘hus 
was_imboss ble; which proved the theory of the pr 
sent system’ to be good; but the practice imperfect. 
I, therefore. this resolution shoald net be adopted; 
they would be left out altogether. wd! wll 
Mr Kisxgir sabd that after ail he had now heard, 

more particularly atber what Mr Brown bad advan~ 
ced, his mind was so far shaken, that he would pot 
oppose the grant for this yeat. But in withdraw 
ng bis oppos.ion now, he left it open for him more 

fully to consider the matter, that he might be better 
prepared on ths subject before another session: of the 
bouse. ~The ‘hon. member suggested, whether it. 
weuld ot be propen te. amend the resolution, and io~+ 
stead of granting the sum to the Bishop of Charlot- = 
te-Town who resided out of the province, to ertrust 
it’ to; the -Justiczy.of the Peace of the county of Kent, 
He meriioned hie, merely for the purposs of  insur~ 
ing the due application of the grant, ~*~. © 
Me: Rinovps had no doubt of the proper applica~ 

‘tion of the maney, if granted to the Bishop; because 
ie people had: already gone to very grest expenss 

‘in Preparing a’ building for the institution, and this 
‘sum was fténted to relieve them of part of the beayy 
burden > Butsif the Committee thought it better to © 

“Mr d gE said that altho’ Yarge'snms were shmaally 
‘granted to schools, it appeared proper tbat a : medel- 
ste spm’ should be ziven to these: people, He had 
travellgdiniach among them ond he bad never mel 
‘with ‘achools ‘among them, having persons competent 

ing the language, They were obliged to get .mass 
“ters fiom. Canada. This gant would therefore be 

‘perhaps participate wi-the benefit of it, because it was 
so far distant from the school, but as the .eastern parts 

of the provinee were densely populated by the Acadian. 
‘Frenchy it:appeared proper that (he institution shonld 

be situated wn thai section. of the country Those peo~ 
ple hove a'great desire to be instructed, They bad 
some common schools amonz them, and many of thew 

sirenmstance meationed by Mr Chandler (respeeting 
‘the French priest,) should have. “great influence. with 

a Frenchman ever asking provinciab.aid. Fle thought 
the ‘grant shold be annually made, ‘not permanently, 

and {hat it-should be thro” the Lievt.. Goverpor, in = 

the same manner as the missionary gtant in. behalf of 
the Frdans. ABE cretion 

Nf Cnasprer moved afffmandment, to the effect 

ebeer=e, that they could always participate in thet is 
or | 

to. the duties’ of masters, on- account of thes not know- = 

‘very propér, ‘Fhe: Madawaska settlement. might not © 

scholars bad made great proficiency. Fle thought the 3 

the Comittee. There had been. only one instance of 

that ‘the sum of £ be granted to his Excellency the 

Lieut’ Governor for the support. of ajschool, (andes 

the direction of the Bishop of Charlotte~Town.) sitvar 

ted: in the County of Kent : Sa 

Mr SyioNDs concurred: in the amendment, and abr 
served, that altho’ the wants of the pasple were large 
yet befwould ‘not move for a large sum, as they. d

vd 50. 

much always for themselves. g 

February 24» oy 
Ss ton GOMMITTEE OF SUPPLY is + jee oo, «ih 

ts Committee of Supply, this day, the sym of £3500 But although all classes had a, right to. participate 
ihe existing ows. ‘Ehbeze sould he oo, avidivus distinctions, ax 

wong the people of this gunatry; the schasia.of the proviace were in the benefits of the psesent system, yet it was. a; mai voted for Graip Bounties, 30d a. Like sum for Fish: 

The ‘amendment was adopted, sndtonemetion of Me! : 

Simonds, the blank was filled up with the sym of £100. 


