“‘tion, 10 Peter Dollar, for- teachinga School amang the Acadian

ishey whanld have ghewn. the extent of their jndustry. h b
whuld then bave been. surprised ‘AL their‘agriculturai progress and |

*Simonds sincerely; and:hoped the Commitiee would be liberal). in
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¢ Therefore Resolved, Tha¢ 1n the opinien of this House, U
is highly inexpedient at this time, that a Bishop should be ap:

painted. to thia Proviuce,”
February 16.

i COMMITTEE OF SUPPLY. £
On the Petition lsom the Right Rev. the Bishop. of Charlot-
te-Towa, (Pripce Edward Island,) praying that a small annual
gm’m may be made, towards the support of a School for the high-
er branches of Education, for the people within the settlemeuts
in_this provinge, inhabited by the Acadian French.

Mr. SimonDg said, that that Bishop had the charge of all the
settlements of Acadian French within this Province. It was weil
Known that thosg people had hitherto been much neglected. There
was no instance on record, he believed, of any sum having been,
graoted to them for any purpose by the Legislature. They had
not heen, abje to.benefit by any genera | grants, on account of their
dutiget viewa agpd habits. ‘They now amounted, to about 20,000
souls, nnd had vever received any bpunties from the Pruginze.
Thie petition therefore had a véry powerfdl claim on the aticn-
tion of the Gummiter, Itsvbe t was, to get a small annual
grant, i ardiof a -¢hool which thuse people. provosed. establishing
in the County of Kent, whigh.@as # central situation ol them.
kt waa very desirable, as they received no benefit from the gram-
mer ot pm:ish achool grants, that they shonld haye some aid with
respact to education.  He (Mr 3.) hoped there would be np ob-
jection o the grant prayed for, wpder these circumstances. They
ware a very loysl, well-disppsed; people, there were none more so
in the Province. ‘They were all Roman Catbolics, which, he be-.

lieved, was the reason why they bad never derived amy benefit |

from; the provincsal schoolgrants. o those times, he did not
thisk it necessary to withold from them what they prayed, as they
were equally entitled, to guch bounties with any other class of
the people 1. the province. They contribeted thewr mite to the
public. revenue, and had therefore a natural right to ashare ofiit.
Tive hen. member then woved, that the annualsum of £— be
granted 1o the Bishop, of: Charlotte-Town for the purpose befure
wentioned.

Me. Exp observed that a-great part of his. constitaents were
Acadian French, and he was therefore.particularly glad this pe-
titipn had been, presented. apd,advocated by a gentleman of such;
high talents and ‘afloence. ‘Thatcircumstance, he thought, was
of itself enpugh to insure.its success, Butas he (Mr E.) knew a
great dgal about these people, he would eay a few words on the
subject. The.sum of. £15.had been, granted last year op his mo-

French, That was the fiyst and only sup ever granted to such an;
istitution. [The hon, member here made some ohse:vations with
respect 0. geiting, school licenses. from. the. Secretary’s office.
He had:been, by mistake, represented on some Mrmer oceas,on o
sy, that he had been refused.such licenses. In fact, he had ne-
ver, found, a disposition to refusal, but had uniform]y met with
the most courteous attention.k; The Acadian French certainly did
‘congribute to the revenues of the country, in.a:very large degree. |
Nut by the consumpilon of spirituous liquors; for they were among,
1#: most temperate men io the country. But their _ virtues. weie
fule known to the, commonjty at - large It they had, availed
héhselves of the provincia) bounties, especiaily the gran bouuty,
] The house;|

101 . lately: ignorant of the ex-.\ o $
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they, did not know how to apply. for them. Their settiements!
‘Wiire s, the greatest state.ofagricultural perfeetion; i, one parish
thiey had built, a stene church capable of cuntaining 20Q0.peaple,
where, the: ceremonial ofithejr - faith was. gondugted with. great
splendour andipropriety: and they had made.as good roads as any
i, the Province. Ha. (M E.) thought were people buti.épaxe.ao
mach to help themselyes, they were entitled to the consjieration
ol the Houge. On the part of his constituents he tnanked Mr

theld grapt, ¢ .

Mr, CunaRD. felt much pleasure in support'ng the petition; vot
bhecause he had;any disposstion to miark vut the French settlers
as hetter.or worse than any othex people, but. on acrount of their
pecuhiae circomstances. e hea tily concurred in what had been
s=id, and would perbaps. be inclined to go for douhle the sum that
would be proposed; in order that thuse people mighthave every
Leartit o f education.

e, PARTELOW supporied.the resolution ~ He haped there
woald be bot one feeling.in the Commitiee in. that respect, with
the exception of the word. ¢ appual’ He thought it beuer to
airike out that word,

Mr. KinNEAR wished to take a right viewof this. question.
He. might be wrong in his ideas; and: if:sn, he would he very glad
to be set right by the Cammittee. But his present view of the
law was; that in svetety, in thjs province, there are two classes
of people, desirous to send their children to public-schools. For
ane ciass the law had provided parish schools; and for those who
‘wished a higher educativa, there was grammar schools. In every
‘ounty there was a grammar schooi; and: every parish was entitled
to. five parish.-schools, 1f ne was wrong in the pusitivo he was
about to udvance, he begged to be undeceived, but. he menat to
rtate his present impressions. He believed there was no  reli-
gious test or disqualificatiou whatever, respeating these schools.
He did niot speak of-the Collegejthat” -was a differéat. matger.
But on this footing, that the law. already provided: for all classes,
a. liberal educatinn in, grammar echoois, and « common education
in parish schools; Protesiants and Cathalies beiog all put.on the
dame footing; for he batieved there wax oply ove vo'ce as.to giving
to all the same priv.leges; he would auk, was it proper for the
sommittee, where provision. bad been alrendy maile for all, to let
the Romun Catholic-stand ovtdisiinct from, the rest?. There was
authing.to prevent them going to any of the. sghools already. pro-
vided for- or, if they ware unprovided, woth schanle, they could es-
vablish: them in thé: #nme. way &3 others  did, under the law.
‘Poere was nothing saxi about Catholic.or Protestant w the law.
Be wouid. distinctly state his firm opinion, that.the Acadian
@ rench, were equaily entitled; with ail wther clgsses,to the benefit
ol the laws respecting edaeation,  Hpe hoped, therefore, he shoaid
nat be thought desicous to put. down this resolution;. but he ‘_\...hed-
in put these people on the same footmg as ail others. relative to.
Thers was no necessity, then, for this resolution, under.
we. ‘Fhere sfould he oo ianidicus  distinctions, 8~

FLo0 8.
ihe exiating I

"hood. but they uever availed themselvesof their religious habits.

open tp all, and there should be. no. resolution on the journals to,
shew any ‘distinceion,  As to theic peewliar yiews arnd habits;
that could not be hsiened to. Al the Dissenters might say the
same thing; hut (he law put all.on the same footng. ‘Fhe House
could vot interfere with any religious matters. They shonld give
oothing out of the pudlic funds on that account.” He would
put it to the good sease of hon. meinbers if this petition was nes
cessary.

bir. CRANBLER had hoped the grant would pass. without a
dissenting word. He did not mean to inipute the least degree of
“improper- motive to My Kinnear; [Here the hon. member made an,
*“-ameade honorable” with respect to warm. expressions in de-
bate on the *¢ Bishop®* question, the other day,} but he was satixe
fied 1f 1hat hon. mewber knew as much of the Acadian French as
the hon. member for Gloucester and himself, he would think very
differently on the subject. Ut was no aisparagement to that hon.
wember 1o say this. Tne laws certainly did provide eqpally for
all.with respect to schools. Allmight send their children to any
school in the province; butin consequence of the peculiar habits
‘and. manuers of the Acadian French, they never would, and, per—
haps, pever could send theirs to such schools. Kt would be in
vam for legislation to. endeavour to assimilate their manners and
habits wath those of other classes. They always exclusjvely sup-
ported dheir own poor, and yet-they contributed to the support of
the poor in general In Richibucto, lately, several patpers had
‘been thirown on the parish, and several illegitimate  children.
These: becaihe a heavy charge on-the French in. . that neighbour-

to escape the-burden. If this schoolamony them. should go into
operation, ir would be of the nature of a Grammar School. I
would be situated in a very thick settlement, and he (Mr C.] had
no doubt there would soon be 200.children n 1t.  Et would be very
cheaply conducted, so that poor Frenchmen would be able t0.send
their children there; ‘and' they never would or could send them to
‘other schools. It would b2 one of the most beneficial schools in
the pravince. - As.to the grant, he theught it had better be from
i;:ar to_year, not & pérmanent grant. If the school should prove
nefichl, there would be no, fear of trusting. to the liberality of
.the house for a continvance of support. - He regretted that other
schools, already established, were not in the same sitation. 1f
they had heen so teff, they would have proved ‘more aseful: 53
this resolution should not go into effect, the French would have
no schéols at all. They would not have common schools, be-.
cause they could not getmasters who understood the language.
Thisschool would have the effect of preparicg masters,  who could
establish common schools; which was very desirable. . The Aca-
dian ‘Fréoch were the criginal seitlers of the country, peaceable,
industrious.and loyal, and well entitled to consideration.

Mr. S. HomsERrT would never go for exalting the Church of.
Rome oné bar higher than the Church of Englands nor - for de-
pressing it one bar . lower, ne.ther would be exalt or depress any'
denomination beyond another. Fherefore he thought it very iw-
proper to. make a special grant in'this case.  kt would be tra-

w the Adailian French’as to any other class, as the general grants
under ‘the-law were always open 1o them. The hon. member con-
tended, that 1f any denomiaation. of dissenzers set themselves™ hp.as
a distinntpeople; thé-Houvse "wostdinot make them any special
(t:‘l:t for sehivols, and that therefore the Fiench ought l{) haye no |
i . “They. might. cpme and fake their share.of the general |
yaﬁﬁ”.ns.ﬁ’:«f’%ﬁw Epuf:.‘ rm-‘mber diselaimgdnlhprefadide, |
for ary elaim an this case. - -

Mr. WeLpow stg{gpone'd the resojution,—but not for any  stich |
reason as.exa/ting tie Cutholic religion, or any ether. The hon.
mémbBar contended that the -French were. entitled. to.schools, but
théir habits and principles preyented their having the * beuefit of)
the provipeial schools. Besides thuse obstacles, their Janguage
wis an, inserountable bar in.that regpect.  English, = teachery
‘were of no use to them. The school was'inenled (o1 fhe higher
branches ofeducation, in-order to providg masters for common
schools. There were common French schouls in Kent, but almost
all the masters had come from Canada, The French Clergy bad
taken gieal interest in,the education, of the people, ‘Fhe priest
of Shedic had educated a young man jn Canada at his own ex-.
pense, for the exprass purpose of promoting education. He (Mr
W) tiad. hag an opportanjty of witnessing the exertions of that
benevalent indre dual. - ‘Thege French who were educated. in those
schouls had been belter members of society. than. they otheswise
Would have been.. Unles a special grant were made, the French
never would have the fair heoefit ol education, or & sufiigient
number of s-heels. - Thiaschool was for the purpose of providing
teachers for other schools.

Mr Cuxarp made afew further observations i support. ofithe
resvlu,ion. g

Mr 3 Hambert replied.

Mrr VaiL said a few words, the gist of whigh we cauld not

hear. : .
Mr ParTerow had not anticipated any opposition (o this.re-.
solution, He now rose prinzipally 10 state, that the more he
heard on the snhject, the.inore be was confirmed in hia opinjon,
that the grant would.be a. very propyr oue, aud that the achoot
wag waated.

Mr CHANDLER stated, for the sake df information, in con‘e
qnence of the opgosition.ihat had been shewn, thatin one Pur-.uh,_\
where. the F'rench had been very activé in getting up @ fchan',
the priest of that parish.had.given £10 per aonum, out of hisg own
nocket towards its support, and that wheu, after six years” resi-.
deace thera, he left the parish, he did notcarry away £20 with
bim, 80 char itable hadsha unyformlv heen.-=Afier a '(cw other
observatiuns, the hon member contendad that the experimeat was

ration. of.the school,

Mr. Browy va:d that he had taken notice of the
theory of .the opposers. of this resulution] and it ap-
peared to him perfectly correet. # could not be'dis-!
puted,’ Bat would the practice be equelly sound?
He precum: d it to be ‘well known! thet sl grammar
snd parwh ‘schools wera: open 10.8l] clarses; buy un-

appeared that something onght 9. be done for them.

i

velling outof the rule’of the house.  The province wasas liberal |,

worth. trying. in- thig case, apd. thg first year would prove the ope-.|

der the peculiar circumsances of these people, 1|

'fact, that there was one class who conld not come i
lor'their share, \What were they. to de? If it was
seen that the theory of (he present system was goody
bu the proctice was imperfect. the house should as
imend i, b would be nseless for him to en‘er nto
the cau:es for supporting the resolution; but he wad
fully aware that the Acadian French, from their ha=
bits, principles, &r. required somethmg to be dones
for them. As to this beinga special grant to Cirho=
lics; axid that, if made to them, dis<enters would have
a right to come forward in the same way. he woold
ebeer=v, that they could always paiticipate m bl
ertablishcd schools. ‘There wasno rehigious test, nov
obstacie in their way. The oualy thinge, prculiarly
religious, taught in those schools, were, he believed,
the Eord’s Prayer, the I'en Commandments and the
Creed; things which all Protestants mostly heid wih
(and adhered to. All dissenting denommations cou &
"nnd did ‘'go to the grammar and parsh schonls with=
lout scruple. But not sowith he €a'holics, 'Th-is
ipeculiantwa kept them out af those pubiic schyolsy
more especially, when they used a d.fferent janguage.
What-eould be done with those people? 'Fo bring’
them to these echools, they must changs their ha-
bits; they must change their religion; and  then, last
of all, they mast change their language too. - All hs
was_imposkible; which proved the theory of the pre~
gent system'to be good; but the practice imperfec’.
I, therefore. this resolution shoald net be adopted;
they would be Jeft out altogether. - i i

Mr Kisrgir sabd that after a1l he bad now heard,
wmore particularly atter what Mr Brown bad ndvan-;
ced, his mind was so far shaken, that he would pot
oppose the grant for this yeat. Bat in withdrawe
ing bis oppos.tion now, he left it open for him more
fully to consider the matter, that he might be better
prepared on ths subject before another session: of the
house. ‘-’f'l:hé" hon. member suggested, whether it i"
would ot Be proper te. amend the regolution, and jo-
stead of granting the sum to the Bishop of Charlot-
te-Town  who resided out of the province, 1o ertrust
it tothe - Justicsy.of the Peace of the county of Kent,
He mertioned this, merely for the purpose of insur~ :
ing the. due application of the grant, 4 3

Mr: Stmovps had no doubt of the proper applics~
ton ef the waney, if granted to' the Bishop; becavse
/the pénple had- already gone 1o very great expensé
‘in Preparing a' building for ‘the “institutton. and this f
sum was fnténtdedto relieve them of part of the beavy

| bpidorn o "Butsif the Committes thought it better to

grant'it twithe: kaeutenant  Guovernay, : he had w0

f ""H"P'im!“‘. § 3

“Mr & LEN said that althe’ Yarg@'snms were snnnally t
granted to schools, it appeared proper that a : meder- |
ste spm ~should be ziven to these  people. He had &
travelladiniuch among them and he had never mel -
with ‘achools ‘among - them, having persons competent
to. the duties of masters, on- account of thesr not know- -
ing the lanzuage, They vere obhiged to get .mays
“ters ffom. Clanada. This giant would therefore be

TR

perhaps participate wi-the benefit of it, because it was
s0 fap distant from. the school, but as the .eastern parts
of the province were densely populated by the Acadan.
‘Frenchy it:appeared proper that the institution shonld
be sitoated i thai section, of the country  Those peo-
ple have a‘great desire to be instructed, - They bad
some common scbools.amonz them, and many of thewr
scholars bad-made great proficiency.” Fle thought the
‘sircurnstance meationed by Mr Cbandler (respeeting-'
‘the French priest,) should have. great .influence with
the Cominittee. Fhere had been. obly oue instance of
a Frenchman ever asking provincial.aid.  Fle thought
the grant shoitld be annually made, 'not permanently,
and that it-should be thro’ the Liievt.” Governor, in
the same manner as the missionary gtant in bebalf of
the Fadans. ' - AWEL Lk sy

N Cuisprer moved an‘amendment, to the effect:
that 'the sum of £  be granted to hisg Excellency the
Licut' Governory for the support. of ajschool, (andes
the direction of the Bishop of Charlotte~Town.) sitvar
ted in the County of Kent '

Nir SyioNDs copeurred o the amendment, and ab-

.

yet betwould not move for a_large sum, as they. did 0.
much always for themselves. St o » |
The amendment was adopted, and’on:motion of Mr
Simands, the blank was filled up with the sym of £100.
3 9910 February 24 0a ige:
' GOMMITTER -OF SUPPLY. ol
T4 Committee of Supply, this day, the sym of £3500

But although all classes had a  right to. participale

ta of this gunatry; she schasisol the proviace were

o )
woig the peop

in the bonefits of the pseseut system, yet it Was a;

was voted for Graip Bounties,, and a ke sum for Fish

‘very proper, "Phe: Madawaska settlement. might not

served, that altho’ the wants of the paaple were large o
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